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KALAMAZOO CHARTER TOWNSHIP TABLE OF ORDINANCES  

ADMINISTRATION  

231 -  QUALIFIED RETIREMENT FUND Effective: December 13, 1976  

271 -  DEFERRED COMPENSATION Effective: June 8, 1981  

567  -  PENSION PLAN A dopted : N ovember  13, 2012  

 

520 -  HEALTH BENEFITS Adopted: January 18, 2005   

543 -  PLANNING COMMISSION Adopted: January 12, 2009   

247 -  TOWNSHIP EMERGENCY PREPAREDNESS POLICY AND ORGANIZATION Effective: 

May 1, 1978   

493 -  CEMETERIES Adopted: September 10, 2001   

440 -  HAZARDOUS MATERIALS COST RECOVERY Adopted: January 29, 1996   

BUSINESSES and RENTALS  

443 -  BUSINESS REGISTRATION Adopted: March 25, 1996   

512 -  LANDLORD TENANT EVICTION Adopted: March 8, 2004  

551 -  RENTAL PROPERTIES MAINTENANCE Adopted: May 24, 2010  

308 -  HAWKERS, PEDDLERS, AND SOLICITORS Effective: March 23, 1984   

310 -  SALVAGE YARD Effective: March 26, 1984   

521 -  VEHICLE TOWING Adopted: May 23, 2005   

62 -  USED CAR LOT Effective: September 1, 1958   

251 -  MASSAGE BUSINESS LICENSING Effective: September 1, 1978  

167 -  OUTDOOR ASSEMBLY Effective: October 12, 1970   

471 -  PUBLIC ENTERTAINMENT Adopted: March 22, 1999   

559 -  MEDICAL MARIHUANA PREMISES LICENSING Adopted: June 13, 2011   

591  -  MEDICAL MARIHUANA FACILITIES A dopted : N ovember  27, 2017   

 
609 -  RECREATIONAL MARIJUANA FACILITIES OPT OUT Adopted: June 10, 2019  

573  ï NON-DISCRIMINATION  Adopted : J uly  22, 2013   
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BUILDING CODES  

467 -  UNIFORM HOUSING CODE, 1997 EDITION Adopted: September 14, 1998  

564 -  STATE CONSTRUCTION CODE Adopted: September 10, 2012   

395 -  ELECTRICAL CODE Adopted: April 3, 1992   

191 -  BUILDING NUMBERING Effective: June 1, 1973   

UTILITIES  

539 -  UTILITY CONTROL Adopted: September 22, 2008  

436 -  NORDIC ELECTRIC, L.L.C. GAS AND/OR ELECTRIC F RANCHISE Adopted: J uly 24, 

1995   

593  -  CONSUMERS ENERGY COMPANY ELECTRIC FRANCHISE Adopted : January 22, 2018  

 

594  -  CONSUMERS ENERGY COMPANY GAS FRANCHISE Adopted : January 22, 2018  

 

WATER / SEWER  

122 -  PUBLIC SEWER SERVICE Effective: January 10, 1966  

270 -  SEWER USE Effective: October 1, 1980  

552 -  PUBLIC WATER SERVICE Adopted: April 26, 2010  

SOLID WASTE  

56 -  DUMPING GROUND Effective: July 8, 1957   

197 -  RUBBISH COLLECTION Effective: December 2, 1973   

240 -  REFUSE BIN Effective: September 2, 1977  

350 -  LITTER Effective: May 11, 1987   

577  -  RESIDENTIAL WASTE SINGLE HAULER A dopted : N ovember  9, 2015   

 

POLICE DEPT  

30 -  POLICE Effective: November 1, 1951   

135 -  LAW ENFORCEMENT OFFICERS QUALIFICATIONS Effective: May 8, 1967  

226 -  RESERVE OFFICER Adopted: June 14,  1976  

154  -  ORDINANCE ENFORCEMENT OFFICER Effective: August 25, 1969  

428 -  MUNICIPAL ORDINANCE VIOLATIONS BUREAU Adopted: November 28, 1994  

423 -  PARKING VIOLATIONS BUREAU Adopted : July 11, 1994   
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ENFORCEMENT  

305 -  WEED CONTROL Effective: March 23, 1984   

306 -  SWIMMING POOL Effective: March 23, 1984   

307 -  VEHICLE STORAGE AND REPAIR Effective: March 23, 1984   

324 -  ANTI -NOISE AND PUBLIC NUISANCE Effective: July 1, 1985     

450  -  CONTROLLED SUBSTANCES -  DRUG PARAPHERNALIA LOITERING   

384  -  FALSE ALARM Effective: September 19, 1990   

393  -  PUBLIC NUDITY Adopted: March 23, 1992   

447  -  TRESPASS Adopted: February 10, 1997   

448  -  OBSTRUCTING BY DISGUISE OR FALSE INFORMATION Adopted: February 10, 1997  

449  -  ASSAULT AND PUBLIC DISTURBANCE Adopted: February 10,  1997   

506 -  TRAFFIC CODE Adopted: January 20, 2003   

522 -  EMERGENCY SERVICE FEES Adopted: May 23, 2005   

544  -  FACSIMILE FIREARMS Adopted: February 9, 2009   

570  -  FIREWORKS Adopted : M ay  13, 2013    

 

FIRE  

597  ï OUTDOOR BURNING  Adopted: May 14, 2018   

 

596  -  UNIFORM FIRE CODE Adopted: April 9, 2018   

 

598  ï FIRE REVIEW STANDARDS  Adopted : M ay  29, 2018   

 

547 -  OUTDOOR FURNANCES Adopted: June 8, 2009   

599  -  PORTABLE STRUCTURE Adopted : M ay  29, 2018   

 

600  -  MOBILE FOOD TRUCKS AND TRAILER FIRE SAFETY REQUIREMENTS A dopted : M ay  

29, 2018   
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PLANNING / ASSESSING  

459 -  LAND DIVISION Adopted: November 24, 1997  

523 -  SUBDIVISION/SITE CONDOMINIUM Adopted: August 22, 2005  

288 -  DANGEROUS BUILDINGS Eff ective: December 4, 1982   

604  ï SIDEWALKS Adopted: September 24, 2018   

 

HOUSING  

452 -  TAX EXEMPTION FOR LOW INCOME HOUSING Adopted: April 14, 1997  

501 -  TAX EXEMPTIONðBIG BEND APARTMENTS Adopted: May 13, 2002  

528 -  TAX EXEMPTION ORDINANCE ðWESTLAND MEADOWS APARTMENTS Effective: 

October 17, 2006  

PARKS  

531 -  PUBLIC PARKS AND PUBLIC LANDS AND STRUCTURES USE Effective: August 22, 

2007   

542 -  PARKS, GROUNDS AND FACILITIES USE REGULATIONS ORDIN ANCE Adopted: 

November 10, 2008   
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Ord. No. 30 - POLICE Effective: November 1, 1951 
 

THE TOWNSHIP OF KALAMAZOO, KALAMAZOO COUNTY, MICHIGAN, DOES HEREBY 

ORDAIN:  

 

30 .001 -  Name.  

This Ordinance shall be known and cited as the Police Ordinance of the Township of 

Kalamazoo.  

 

30 .002 -  Department.  

There is hereby created a Police Department composed of a Police Chief and Patrolmen, 

Detectives, and such other officers and members as may be required for the proper and 

efficient operation and maintenance of the Department.  

 

30 .003 -  Rules and regulati ons.  

The Department shall make and establish rules and regulations for the governing of the 

employees and officers thereof, and for the care and management of the motor vehicles, 

equipment, property and buildings pertaining thereto, and for the prescribing  of the 

powers and duties of such employees and officers.  

 

30 .004 -  Regulations by township board.  

The Township Board shall approve all rules and regulations of the department before they 

become effective.  

 

30 .005 -  Effective date.  

This ordinance shall t ake effect upon publication thereof.  
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Ord. No. 56 - DUMPING GROUND Effective: July 8, 1957 
An Ordinance to secure the public peace, health, safety, welfare, and convenience of the 

residents and property owners of the Township of Kalamazoo, Kalamazoo Co unty, 

Michigan, a municipal corporation, by the regulation of dumping grounds for waste, 

rubbish, junk, and debris, and the operation thereof within said Township; to provide 

penalties for the violation thereof; and to repeal all ordinances and parts of or dinances in 

conflict therewith.  

 

THE TOWNSHIP BOARD OF KALAMAZOO TOWNSHIP, KALAMAZOO COUNTY, MICHIGAN, 

ORDAINS:  

 

56 .001 -  Name.  

This Ordinance shall be known and cited as the Kalamazoo Township Dumping Ground 

Ordinance.  

 

56.002 -  Regulations.  

(a) No person, firm or corporation shall dump any waste, rubbish, junk or debris in any 

area of the Township of Kalamazoo, Kalamazoo County, Michigan, unless the same is 

zoned to permit such use of property under the Kalamazoo Township Zoning Ordinance, or  

unless the same is municipally maintained and operated for such dumping ground 

purposes.  

(b) No such dumping of waste, rubbish, junk, or debris shall hereafter be allowed between 

sunset and sun -up of each day.  

(c) No garbage, paper -manufacturing waste, e xplosives, human or animal excretion nor 

odoriferous materials shall be dumped in any such dumping ground, or elsewhere, in 

Kalamazoo Township, Kalamazoo County, Michigan, without the prior written approval of 

the Supervisor and Fire Chief of said Township . Any brush dumped in a municipally 

operated dump shall be dumped in the particular area designated therefor, according to 

signs posted on the premises.  

(d) The burning of any dumping ground area, or the waste material therein, shall be 

prohibited and for bidden, without the prior written approval of the Supervisor and Fire 

Chief of said Township, and in no case shall be allowed within fifty (50) feet of the utility 

poles or towers of the Consumers Power Company, its agents, successors or assigns.  

(e) The material dumped in any such dumping grounds shall be substantially covered over 

with fill dirt periodically, as the degree of dumping requires, to maintain the area in as neat 

a condition as possible, and in accordance with the orders of the Kalama zoo Township 

Supervisor.  

(f) Any dumping in municipally operated dumps shall be accomplished by depositing waste 

material over the bank of the dump, and no such waste material shall be allowed by the 

dumper to remain on the approachway to such bank.  

(g) No dumping of waste, rubbish, junk or debris shall be allowed in any area within 25 

feet of the nearest point of the base of the towers, poles, supports or other structures of 

Consumers Power Company, its agents, successors or assigns.  

(h) Any person, fir m or corporation dumping in any municipally (sic) operated dump shall 

do so at his, its or their own risk and the Township of Kalamazoo shall not be held liable 

for any injuries or damages occurring therein.  

(i) No municipally operated dump shall be used for any purpose other than for dumping 

operations permitted under the Kalamazoo Township Dumping Ground Ordinance. No 
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picking or scavengering of any municipally operated dump shall be permitted by any 

person, firm, or corporation other than those duly so l icensed, registered with and 

approved by the Kalamazoo Township Board. No loitering shall be allowed within a 

municipally operated dump, and no person, firm, or corporation using such dumping 

facilities shall interfere with the rights, duties, and privileg es of any other person, firm, or 

corporation using said dumping facilities in accordance with the provisions of the 

Kalamazoo Township Dumping Ground Ordinance.  

(j) No garbage nor odoriferous material shall be burned in any area within Kalamazoo 

Township without the prior written approval of the Supervisor and Fire Chief of said 

Township, to be granted only in cases where the same would not be a nuisance to, or 

unsafe for surrounding properties, property owners, and neighbors. These provisions shall 

not pr ohibit the burning of garbage in incinerators, constructed in accordance with the 

Kalamazoo Township Building Ordinance.  

(Ord. No. 66, 4 -13 -59)  

 

56 .003 -  Sanctions.  

Any person, firm, association, partnership, corporation or governmental entity who violat es 

any of the provisions of this Ordinance shall be deemed to be responsible for a municipal 

civil infraction as defined by Michigan Statute which shall be punishable by a civil fine 

determined in accordance with the following schedule:  

 

     Minimum Fine   Maximum Fine  

1st Offense within 3 -year period*   $75.00  $500.00  

2nd Offense within 3 -year period*   $150.00  $500.00  

3rd Offense within 3 -year period*   $325.00  $500.00  

4th or More Offense  within 3 -year period *   $500.00  $500.00  

* Determined on the basi s of the date of commission of the offense(s).  

 

Additionally, the violator shall pay costs which may include all expenses, direct and 

indirect, to which Kalamazoo Charter Township has been put in connection with the 

municipal civil infraction. In no case, however, shall costs of less than $9.00 nor more than 

$500.00 be ordered. In addition, the Township shall have the right to proceed in any court 

of competent jurisdiction for the purpose of obtaining an injunction, restraining order, or 

other appropriate r emedy to compel compliance with this Ordinance. Each day that a 

violation exists shall constitute a separate offense.  

(Ord. No. 427, 10 -24 -94)  

 

56 .004 -  Effective date.  

This Ordinance shall take effect on the 8th day of July, 1957. All Ordinances or part s of 

Ordinances in conflict with any of the provisions of this Ordinance are hereby repealed.  

 

56 .005 -  Enforcement.  

Enforcement Officer.  

(Ord. No. 154, 8 -25 -69)  
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Ord. No. 62 - USED CAR LOT Effective: September 1, 1958 
An Ordinance to license and regulate used car lots in Kalamazoo Township; to prescribe 

rules, regulations and conditions for the operation of the same; and to prescribe penalties 

for the violation of provisions of this Ordinance.  

 

THE TOWNSHIP OF KALAMAZO O, KALAMAZOO COUNTY, MICHIGAN, ORDAINS:  

 

62 .001 -  Definitions.  

The term "Used Car Lots" as used in this Ordinance shall be construed to mean any place 

where used motor vehicles are displayed and offered for sale in the open.  

 

62 .002 -  Licenses.  

Any person  operating or maintaining a used car lot in Kalamazoo Township shall obtain an 

annual license for such operation or maintenance from the Township Board.  

 

62 .003 -  Fee.  

The annual license fee for the operation of a used car lot in the Charter Township of 

Kalamazoo shall be established by resolution of the Kalamazoo Charter Township Board in 

such amount as it determines to reasonably cover the Township estimated costs of 

monitoring such operations and the administrative processing of such license application s. 

Pursuant to MCL 445.502, such fee shall not exceed $100.00.  

(Ord. No. 532, 8 -27 -07)  

 

62 .004 -  Application.  

The application for such license shall be submitted to the Township Board in the following 

form:  

"APPLICATION TO OPERATE A USED CAR LOT"  

 

NAME      AGE      ADDRESS  

____________      ____________/____________/____________      ____________  

Previous addresses for past five years:  

_____  

_____  

_____  

_____  

_____  

Previous occupations for past five years:  

_____  

_____  

_____  

_____  

_____  

Location of proposed used car lot:  

_____  
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Extent of operation expected:  

1. Size of used car lot.  _____.  

2. Number and size of st ructures to be located thereon.  _____  

_____.  

3. Hours o f operation per 24 hours a day.  _____.  

4. Size of signs to be erected.  _____.  

5. Lighting to be employed at night.  _____.  

6. Number and names of Agents expected to be employed.  

_____.  

Previous experience as used car dealer:  

_____.  

Two or more business references:  

_____.  

_____.  

 

Dated: ____/____/____  

_____  

(Signature)  

 

Address:  _____  

  

 

62 .005 -  Rules, regulations and conditions.  

All licenses issued under this Ordinance shall be issued subject to the following rules, 

regulations and conditions:  

(a) All licensees must maintain their used car lots and the property concerned therewith in 

an orderly, safe and neat appearing manner.  

(b) The licensee shall, at least once each month, prepare and mail to the Commissioner of 

the Department of Public Safe ty, at East Lansing, Michigan, and the Secretary of State at 

Lansing, Michigan, a sworn statement of all purchases made by said licensee as is required 

by Act No. 232 of the Public Acts of Michigan for 1937.  

(c) The Township Board reserves the right to re voke any license issued under this 

Ordinance and to refuse to issue a license hereunder if it appears to the Township Board 

that the operation of a used car lot would be against the public health, interest and general 

welfare or that this Ordinance has bee n in any manner violated.  

 

62 .006 -  Sanctions.  

Any person, firm, association, partnership, corporation or governmental entity who violates 

any of the provisions of this Ordinance shall be deemed to be responsible for a municipal 

civil infraction as define d by Michigan Statute which shall be punishable by a civil fine 

determined in accordance with the following schedule:  

  

     Minimum Fine   Maximum Fine  

1st Offense within 3 -year period*   $75.00  $500.00  

2nd Offense within 3 -year period*   $150.00  $500.00  
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3rd Offense within 3 -year period*   $325.00  $500.00  

4th or More Offense  within 3 -year period *  $500.00  $500.00  

* Determined on the basis of the date of commission of the offense(s).  

 

Additionally, the violator shall pay costs which may include all expen ses, direct and 

indirect, to which Kalamazoo Charter Township has been put in connection with the 

municipal civil infraction. In no case, however, shall costs of less than $9.00 nor more than 

$500.00 be ordered. In addition, the Township shall have the rig ht to proceed in any court 

of competent jurisdiction for the purpose of obtaining an injunction, restraining order, or 

other appropriate remedy to compel compliance with this Ordinance. Each day that a 

violation exists shall constitute a separate offense.  

(Ord. No. 427, 10 -24 -94)  

 

62 .007 -  Effective Date.  

This Ordinance shall take effect on the 1st day of September 1958. All ordinances or parts 

of ordinances in conflict with any of the provisions of this Ordinance are hereby repealed.  

 

62 .008 -  Enforceme nt.  

Enforcement Officer.  

(Ord. No. 154, 8 -25 -69)  
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Ord. No. 122 - PUBLIC SEWER SERVICE Effective: January 10, 1966 
An Ordinance to regulate and control the construction, installation, extension, service 

connection, and operation of public sewer mains and public sewer service within the 

Township of Kalamazoo; to prescribe procedures for securing such public sewer servic e 

and the rates and charges for the same and to provide penalties for the violation of such 

Ordinance regulations.  

 

THE TOWNSHIP OF KALAMAZOO, KALAMAZOO COUNTY, MICHIGAN, ORDAINS:  

 

122 .001 -  Title.  

This Ordinance shall be known and hereafter cited as the Kalamazoo Township Public 

Sewer Service Ordinance.  

 

122 .002 -  Procedure.  

A. Application. Any person, firm, or corporation desiring public sewer service shall file an 

application therefor with the Township Clerk, containing the name and address of the 

appl icant; a description of the land or premises to be serviced; the nature and/or type of 

waste to be discharged; the distance, if known, that the property is located from any 

existing public sewer main; the anticipated number of connections from the property  

contemplated in the foreseeable future; and whether the applicant wishes to pay cash for 

the necessary sewer main extension or wishes to be included in a special assessment 

district for the payment of such cost over a limited period of years, together wit h interest 

and administrative costs. Such application may take the form of a petition if several 

different persons are jointly interested in a particular project.  

B.  Special assessment district. In the event an applicant desires to proceed by installment  

payments and sufficient similar interest is disclosed on the application or petition by those 

property owners abutting the proposed sewer main, special assessment proceedings shall 

be instituted under Michigan Public Act 188 of 1954, as amended, (M.S.A. S ection 5.2770 

(51, et cetera)), to accomplish the requested project and if successful, the necessary 

system will be installed by the Township following the completion of such proceedings and 

the obtaining of the necessary funds therefor.  

C. Cash deposit.  

(1)  In the event an applicant desires to deposit with the Township, the total cost of the 

necessary projects to furnish the requested sewer service, as determined by the 

Township Board, the applicant may do so under a contract with the Township, whereby 

the Township, together with the City of Kalamazoo, will supervise and/or construct the 

installation, in accordance with the design standards of the said City and Township.  

(2)  Any such contract may provide for reimbursement to the applicant of a portion of  

the project cost from connection charges collected by the Township from those 

connecting to the sewer main, who did not contribute to the initial cost thereof and are 

not the successors in title to any such contributor. Any such reimbursement shall be 

lim ited to a period of seven years following the completion of the project requested and 

any connections made thereafter shall not require any refund to the applicant. The 

amount of the connection charge shall be in the discretion of the Township Board but 

shall approximate the amount a connector would have paid on a benefit assessment 

basis, had his property been included in a sewer special assessment district created for 

the purpose of financing the project. The term "connection charge" as used in this 

Ordin ance pertains to a charge for the privilege of connecting premises to a sewer main 

and does not pertain to the construction cost of such connection.  
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(3)  The amount of refund, if any, to an applicant, per connection charge collected by 

the Township shall b e specified in the contract with the applicant and shall be based 

upon a portion of the total project cost, computed on the cost per lineal foot of main 

installed; provided, however, that the total refund shall never be greater than the total 

cost of the p roject charged to the applicant.  

(4)  No service connection nor main extension shall be allowed until the full charge has 

been paid to the Township in such an amount as is determined for each project by the 

Township Board and the plumbing to be connected h as been fully inspected and 

approved by the Township and the City of Kalamazoo as in compliance with the 

plumbing codes of both City and Township. Such charges may be changed from time to 

time by the Township Board to reflect changes in construction costs and to maintain a 

fairly uniform charge between different current projects and special assessment 

districts.  

The Township reserves the right to install any required service connection or main 

extension, to sub -contract the same to the City of Kalamazoo or  any private contractor 

to construct the same, provided that in such latter event, an inspection and supervision 

fee shall be paid by the applicant to the Township.  

(5)  Any contract with an applicant shall contain, in addition to the foregoing, the 

follow ing:  

(a)  A description of the district within which extensions or connections may be 

made to the system, entitling the applicant to a refund of a portion of his initial 

project cost.  

(b)  A map disclosing the design of the system and the location of the ma ins, valves, 

fittings, and all other accessories thereto which are to be installed.  

(c)  A description of the area, if any, within which no connection charges are to be 

made by the Township and no refunds are to be made to the applicant.  

(d)  The amount an d condition of any performance bond which shall be required in 

the event the installation is to be made by anyone other than the Township or the 

City of Kalamazoo, which shall be 150 percent of the total costs of the installation 

and shall be conditioned u pon the completion of the installation in a proper and 

workmanlike manner in accordance with the plans and specifications of the 

Township and City and the furnishing of satisfactory evidence of the fact the project 

is free of present and future liens of co ntractors, sub -contractors and material men.  

(e)  The amount and condition of any public liability and property damage insurance 

which shall be required to insure the Township of Kalamazoo and the City and 

County of Kalamazoo in the event the installation is to be made by anyone other 

than the Township or the City of Kalamazoo, which shall be not less than 

$300,000.00 and $500,000.00 respectively.  

(f)  The amount, if any, to be paid the Township for administrative, legal and 

engineering costs or for the val ue of the availability of the sewer services to which 

the property of the applicant is to be connected.  

 

122 .003 -  Regulations.  

A. Sewer rates. No free public sewer service shall be allowed and all those properties 

connected to a public sewer system shall be subject to the payment of such sewer rates 

and charges as shall be determined by the Township Board, which shall, in no event, b e 

less than 150 percent of similar rates charged within the City of Kalamazoo, as set forth in 

the sewer agreement negotiated between the City of Kalamazoo and the Township.  

B. Termination of service. The Township shall have the right to terminate any sew er 

service to any premises within the Township when any delinquency exists with respect to 
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any sewer payments due under this Ordinance or otherwise, or where any premises does 

not comply with all the plumbing codes of the Township and the City of Kalamazoo  and 

with any and all restrictions and limitations on the use of the particular sewer service 

imposed by the Township Board, the contract between the Township and the City of 

Kalamazoo, the contract between the Township and any applicant, or otherwise.  

C. Service deposit. The Township shall have the right to require an initial deposit from any 

owner or tenant who applies for sewer service, as security for the payment of the rates 

and charges for such service, and to apply the same against such rates and ch arges if and 

when it deems it advisable. Such deposit or portion thereof not applied as aforesaid shall 

be refunded to the depositor upon the voluntary termination of service by the depositor 

and his subsequent application for such refund, provided no deli nquency then exists.  

D. Lien rights. All delinquent rates and charges for sewer service shall constitute a lien 

upon the premises served which shall be subject to foreclosure in the same manner as 

mechanics' liens for non -payment, or after 6 -months' delin quency, may be certified to the 

Supervisor and Assessing Officer of the Township annually, on or before March 1st of each 

year and entered by him upon the next tax roll against the property served, for collection 

in the same manner as the collection of tax es.  

E. Water meters. All premises connected to a public sewer system shall be equipped with a 

public water meter, so located that all water entering the premises shall pass through such 

meter and be measured as to gallons consumed for periodic computation  of sewer charges. 

The Township or its agents shall have the right to inspect such meters for accuracy and to 

read the same for computation of charges periodically and at all reasonable times.  

F. Surplus funds. Any surplus funds collected from sewer servi ce or from capital 

improvements or extensions thereto, shall be deposited into a sewer improvement 

revolving fund of the Township for use in further extending, improving, repairing, re -

locating and/or financing the public sewer systems of the Township.  

G. Unreasonable burden or sewage. In the event any sewage discharged into the system 

imposes an unreasonable or additional burden upon the sewer system or the public 

primary or secondary treatment plants treating such sewage above that imposed by the 

avera ge sewage entering such treatment plants, the Township shall have the option, upon 

the request of the City, to impose an additional charge for such treatment against such 

customer to defray the additional cost of such treatment and any damage caused thereb y 

required to be paid the City; to require the customer, upon demand of the City, to pre -

treat such sewage in such manner as the City may order before the same enters the public 

system; and to terminate sewer service, upon the order of the City, to any pre mises which 

fails to comply.  

H. Time element. Any premises abutting a public sewer main, requiring sewage disposal 

service, shall be connected to the abutting sewer system within five years following the 

installation of said system or at such earlier time  as the private sewage disposal system 

servicing the premises requires replacement, a new tile field, new dry well, or new septic 

tank. Waste water and sewage disposal facilities in all buildings hereafter constructed shall 

be connected to the public sewer  system if sewer mains are located in the abutting street 

at the boundaries of the site at the time of construction. New plats and subdivisions shall 

be developed with public sewer mains at the time of street construction if public sewer 

service is availab le at or near the boundaries of the plat or subdivision. The Township 

Board shall have the right to determine whether the service is sufficiently near to require 

such public service main installation.  

I. Plans and permits. No public sewer main constructio n shall be commenced until all plans 

and specifications therefor have been submitted to and approved by the Township and the 

City of Kalamazoo and all required state, county and municipal permits have been 

obtained.  
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J. Preliminary deposit. All application s for public sewer service, other than by petition for a 

special assessment district, requiring preliminary engineering analysis, review, and plans, 

shall be accompanied by a cash deposit with the Township in such amount as shall be 

determined by the Towns hip Board to be sufficient to cover the foregoing engineering work 

necessary to develop preliminary cost estimates for the proposed project.  

K. Printed regulations. The Township Board shall adopt and prepare for distribution to 

interested parties, separat e rules and regulations governing the details of application, 

service connections, extensions, financing of improvements, and rates and charges for 

public sewer service and shall have the authority to modify, enlarge, and amend the same 

from time to time t o meet changing conditions and circumstances and to promote the 

health, safety, and general welfare of the Township.  

L. Utility board. The Township shall act as a sewer utility board for the Township until such 

time as it wishes to delegate such duties an d position to a separate appointed board or 

commission, with authority in either to decide all questions which might arise in the 

interpretation, enforcement, and application of the within Ordinance and to grant variances 

from the requirements thereof wher e, in its opinion, the health, safety, and general 

welfare of the Township would not be thereby impaired and the spirit and purposes of the 

within Ordinance would continue to be served.  

M. City sewer contracts prior to 1965. Notwithstanding anything conta ined in this 

Ordinance to the contrary, sewage treatment contracts, if any, entered into prior to 1965, 

between the City of Kalamazoo and other private individuals or companies situated within 

the Township may continue for the period of the same in accorda nce with their terms and 

any provisions of this Ordinance in conflict therewith shall not apply to said individuals or 

companies during the period said contracts are in force.  

 

122 .004 -  Sanctions.  

Any person, firm, association, partnership, corporation o r governmental entity who violates 

any of the provisions of this Ordinance shall be deemed to be responsible for a municipal 

civil infraction as defined by Michigan Statute which shall be punishable by a civil fine 

determined in accordance with the followi ng schedule:  

 

     Minimum Fine   Maximum Fine  

1st Offense within 3 -year period*   $75.00  $500.00  

2nd Offense within 3 -year period*   $150.00  $500.00  

3rd Offense within 3 -year period*   $325.00  $500.00  

4th or More Offense  within 3 -year period *   $500.00  $500.00  

* Determined on the basis of the date of commission of the offense(s).  

  

Additionally, the violator shall pay costs which may include all expenses, direct and 

indirect, to which Kalamazoo Charter Township has been put in connection with the 

municip al civil infraction. In no case, however, shall costs of less than $9.00 nor more than 

$500.00 be ordered. The foregoing fines and sanctions shall be in addition to the right of 

termination of public sewer service to a violator and the right to obtain inju nctive relief in a 

court of competent jurisdiction. Each day that a violation exists shall constitute a separate 

offense.  

(Ord. No. 427, 10 -24 -94)  
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122 .005 -  Saving clause.  

If any section, paragraph, clause or provision of this Ordinance shall be held invalid for any 

reason, the same shall not affect the validity of any of the other provisions of this 

Ordinance, which shall remain in full force and effect.  

 

122 .006 -  Effecti ve date.  

This Ordinance shall take immediate effect. Any Ordinances or parts of Ordinances in 

conflict herewith are hereby repealed.  

 

122 .007 -  Enforcement.  

Enforcement Officer.  

(Ord. No. 154, 8 -25 -69)  
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Ord. No. 135 - LAW ENFORCEMENT OFFICERS QUALIFICATIONS Effective: May 8, 1967 
An Ordinance to adopt the minimum employment standards of the Michigan Law 

Enforcement Officers Training Council.  

 

THE TOWNSHIP OF KALAMAZOO, KALAMAZOO COUNTY, MICHIGAN, ORDAINS:  

 

135 .001 -  Minimum standards adopted.  

The minimum employment standards for law enforcement officers as established and 

adopted by the Michigan Law Enforcement Officers Training Council in accordance with Act 

No. 203, Public Acts of 1965, are hereby adopted as follows to govern and control law 

enforcement officers, as defined in said Public Act, regularly employed by the Township of 

Kalamazoo:  

A. Be a citizen of the United States and not less than 21 years of age.  

B. Be a graduate from high school or the equivalent thereof. "Equivalent" is defi ned as 

having attained a passing score on the General Education Development test indicating high 

school graduation level.  

C. All applicants shall be fingerprinted and a search made of local, state and national 

fingerprint files to disclose any criminal re cord.  

D. The applicant shall not have been convicted of a felony offense.  

E. The applicant and officer shall be of good moral character as determined by a favorable 

report following a comprehensive background investigation covering school and 

employment r ecords, home environment, personal traits and integrity. Consideration will 

be given to any and all law violations, including traffic and conservation law convictions as 

indicating a lack of good character.  

F. The applicant and officer shall have acceptab le physical, emotional and mental fitness as 

established by a licensed physician following examination to determine the applicant is free 

from any physical, emotional or mental condition which might adversely affect his 

performance of duty as a police offi cer.  

G. The applicant and officer shall possess normal hearing and normal color vision. He shall 

be free from any impediments of the senses. He must possess normal visual functions and 

visual acuity in each eye correctable to 20/20. He must be physically sound; well 

developed physically, with height and weight in relation to each other and to age as 

indicated by accepted medical standards and in possession of his extremities. He shall be 

free from any physical defects, chronic diseases, organic diseases, o rganic or functional 

conditions, or mental instabilities which may tend to impair efficient performance of duty 

or which might in the performance of his duties endanger the lives of others or himself.  

H. A declaration of the applicant's medical history shall become a part of the background 

investigation. The information shall be available to the examining physician.  

I. An oral interview shall be held by the hiring authority or his representative, to de termine 

the applicant's acceptability for a police officer position and to assess appearance, 

background and ability to communicate.  

J. Recruitment and employment practices and standards shall be in compliance with 

existing Michigan statutes governing thi s activity.  

 

135 .002 -  Notice to be published.  

The Kalamazoo Township Clerk shall publish this Ordinance in the manner required by law.  
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135 .003 -  Conflicting ordinances repealed.  

The standards of the Michigan Law Enforcement Officers Training Council are  recognized as 

minimum standards and higher standards are recommended by the Training Council where 

qualified applicants are available. Any portion of any ordinance not meeting the minimum 

standards is hereby repealed. Any portion of any ordinance which me ets the minimum 

standards or exceeds those standards shall remain in effect.  

 

135 .004 -  Effective date.  

This Ordinance shall take immediate effect.  

 

135 .005 -  Enforcement.  

Enforcement Officer.  

(Ord. No. 154, 8 -25 -69)  
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Ord. No. 154 - ORDINANCE ENFORCEMENT OFFICER Effective: August 25, 1969 
An Ordinance to establish the office of ordinance enforcement officer; to prescribe the 

duties of said office; to authorize the Township Board to appoint any person or persons to 

said office; and to amend any ordina nce of Kalamazoo Township which conflict with the 

provisions hereof.  

 

THE TOWNSHIP OF KALAMAZOO, KALAMAZOO COUNTY, MICHIGAN, ORDAINS:  

 

154 .001 -  Ordinance Enforcement Officer.  

There is hereby established the office of Ordinance Enforcement Officer within the 

Township of Kalamazoo, Kalamazoo County, Michigan.  

 

154 .002 -  Appointment.  

The Township Board of Kalamazoo Township is hereby authorized by resolution, at any 

regular meeting of said Board, to appoint any person or persons to the office of Ordinance 

Enforcement Officer for such term or terms as may be designated in said resolutio n. Said 

Board may further, by resolution, remove any person from said office, in the discretion of 

said Board.  

 

154 .003 -  Duties.  

The Ordinance Enforcement Officer is hereby authorized to enforce all Ordinances of the 

Township of Kalamazoo, whether hereto fore or hereafter enacted, and whether such 

Ordinances specifically designate a different official to enforce the same or do not 

designate any particular enforcing officer. Where a particular officer is so designated in any 

such Ordinance, the authority of  the Ordinance Enforcement Officer to enforce the same 

shall be in addition and supplementary to the authority granted to such other specific 

officer. The authority of such Ordinance Enforcement Officer shall also be in addition and 

supplementary to the au thority vested in the Township Supervisor by state statute. The 

Ordinance enforcing authority of the Township Supervisor and the other officers specifically 

designated in any Township Ordinance shall continue in full force and effect and shall in no 

way be  diminished or impaired by the terms of the within Ordinance.  

 

154 .004 -  Definitions.  

The Ordinance Enforcement [Officer's] duties herein authorized shall include, among 

others, the following: Investigation of Ordinance violations; issuing and serving 

app earance tickets as authorized under Public Act 147 of 1968, as amended; issuing and 

serving municipal ci vi l infraction citations and municipal ordinance violation notices as 

authorized under Public Act 12 of 1994, as it may be amended from time to time; 

appearance in court or other judicial or quasi - judicial proceedings to assist in the 

prosecution of Ordinance violators, and such other Ordinance -enforcing duties as may be 

delegated by the Township Supervisor or assigned by the Township Attorney.  

(Ord. No.  427, 10 -24 -94)  

 

154 .005 -  Authority.  

The Ordinance Enforcement Officer is hereby declared to be a police officer and peace 

officer under the authority of Michigan Public Act 246 of 1945, as amended, (M.S.A. 

Section 5.45 (1), et seq.), Michigan Public Act  181 of 1951, as amended, (M.S.A. Section 
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5.2640 (31), et seq.), and Michigan Public Act 50 of 1919, as amended, (M.S.A. Section 

5.191, et seq.).  

 

154 .006 -  Saving clause.  

The provisions of the within Ordinance are hereby declared to be severable and the 

invalidation of any one or more of the same by any judicial determination or statutory or 

constitutional provision shall not invalidate the remainder of said provisions or Ordinance.  

 

154 .007 -  Effective date.  

This Ordinance shall take immediate effect. A ll Ordinances of the Township heretofore or 

hereafter adopted shall hereafter be supplemented by the terms of the within Ordinance.  
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Ord. No. 167 - OUTDOOR ASSEMBLY Effective: October 12, 1970 
An Ordinance to require the regulation, licensing and control of assemblages of large 

numbers of people in excess of those normally drawing upon the health, sanitation, fire, 

police, transportation, utility and other public services regularly provided in t he Township.  

 

THE TOWNSHIP OF KALAMAZOO, KALAMAZOO COUNTY, MICHIGAN ORDAINS:  

 

167 .001.1 -  Title.  

This Ordinance shall be known as the Township Outdoor Assembly Ordinance.  

 

167 .001.2 -  Purpose.  

The purpose of this Ordinance is to require the regulation, licensing and control of 

assemblages of large numbers of people in excess of those normally drawing upon the 

health, sanitation, fire, police, transportation, utility and other public services reg ularly 

provided in the Township.  

 

167 .001.3 -  Authority.  

This Ordinance is enacted pursuant to the authority of Act 246 of Public Acts of 1945 as 

amended, which authorizes the Township Board to adopt ordinances, to secure the public 

health, safety and gen eral welfare.  

 

167 .002 -  Definitions.  

a.  Outdoor assembly, hereinafter referred to as "assembly" means any event, attended by 

more than 5,000 attendants, all or any part of which includes a theatrical exhibition, public 

show, display, entertainment, amuse ment or other exhibition, including, but not limited to 

musical festivals, rock festivals, peace festivals or similar gatherings, but does not mean:  

1.  An event which is conducted or sponsored by a governmental unit or agency on 

publicly owned land or pro perty; or  

2.  An event which is conducted or sponsored by any entity qualifying for tax exempt 

status under Section 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code of 1954, being 26 U.S.C. 

§501(c)(3), as incorporated by reference in Section 201 of the Michigan Incom e Tax 

Act of 1967, Act 281 of the Public Acts of 1967, being Section 206.201 of the Compiled 

Laws of 1948; or  

3.  An event held entirely within the confines of a permanently enclosed and covered 

structure.  

b.  Person means any natural person, partnership, c orporation, association or organization.  

c.  Sponsor means any person who organizes, promotes, conducts, or causes to be 

conducted an outdoor assembly.  

d.  Attendant means any person who obtains admission to an outdoor assembly by the 

payment of money or b y the rendering of services in lieu of the payment of money for 

admission.  

e.  Licensee means any person to whom a license is issued pursuant to this Ordinance.  

 

 

 

 



Page 21 of 269 

167 .003 -  License required for assembly.  

A person shall not sponsor, operate, maintain, co nduct or promote an outdoor assembly in 

the Township unless he shall have first made application for, and obtained, as hereinafter 

prescribed, a license for each such assembly.  

 

167 .004 -  Application for license.  

Application for a license to conduct an ou tdoor assembly must be made in writing on such 

forms and in such manner as prescribed by the clerk of the Township and shall be made at 

least 60 days prior to date of the proposed assembly. Each application shall be 

accompanied by a nonrefundable fee of $1 00.00 and shall include at least the following:  

a.  The name, age, residence and mailing address of the person making the application. 

(Where the person making the application is a partnership, corporation or other 

association, this information shall be pr ovided for all partners, officers and directors, or 

members. Where the person is a corporation, a copy of the articles of incorporation shall 

be filed, and the names and addresses shall be provided of all shareholders having 

financial interest greater than  $500.00).  

b.  A statement of the kind, character, and type of proposed assembly.  

c.  The address, legal description and proof of ownership of the site at which the proposed 

assembly is to be conducted. Where ownership is not vested in the prospective licensee, he 

shall submit an affidavit from the owner indicating his consent to the use of  the site for the 

proposed assembly.  

d.  The date or dates and hours during which the proposed assembly is to be conducted.  

e.  An estimate of the maximum number of attendants expected at the assembly for each 

day it is conducted and a detailed explanation of the evidence of admission which will be 

used and of the sequential numbering or other method which will be used for accounting 

purposes.  

 

167 .005 -  Application requirements.  

Each application shall be accompanied by a detailed explanation, including dra wings and 

diagrams where applicable, of the prospective licensee's plans to provide for the following:  

a.  Police and fire protection.  

b.  Food and water supply and facilities.  

c.  Health and sanitation facilities.  

d.  Medical facilities and services includin g emergency vehicles and equipment.  

e.  Vehicle access and parking facilities.  

f.  Camping and trailer facilities.  

g.  Illumination facilities.  

h.  Communications facilities.  

i.  Noise control and abatement.  

j.  Facilities for clean up and waste disposal.  

k.  Ins urance and bonding arrangements.  

     In addition, the application shall be accompanied by a map or maps of the overall site 

of the proposed assembly.  
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167 .006 -  Review by public officials.  

On receipt by the clerk, copies of the application shall be for warded to the chief law 

enforcement and health officers for the Township and the state fire marshall [marshal], 

and to such other appropriate public officials as the clerk deems necessary. Such officers 

and officials shall review and investigate matters re levant to the application and within 20 

days of receipt thereof shall report their findings and recommendations to the Township 

Board.  

 

167 .007 -  Township board requirements for issue or denial of license.  

Within 30 days of filing of the application, the Township Board shall issue, set conditions 

prerequisite to the issuance of, or deny, a license. The Township Board may require that 

adequate security or insurance be provided before a license is issued. Where conditions are 

imposed as prerequisite to the i ssuance of a license, or where a license is denied, within 

five days of such action, notice thereof must be mailed to the applicant by certified mail, 

and, in the case of denial, the reasons therefor shall be stated in the notice.  

 

167 .008 -  Basis of denial.  

A license may be denied if:  

1. The application fails to comply with any or all requirements of this ordinance, or with 

any or all conditions imposed pursuant hereto, or with any other applicable provision of 

state or local law; or,  

2. The applica nt has knowingly made a false, misleading or fraudulent statement in the 

application or in any supporting document.  

 

167 .009 -  License; contents, posting, non - transferability.  

A license shall specify the name and address of the licensee, the kind and locat ion of the 

assembly, the maximum number of attendants permissible, the duration of the license and 

any other conditions imposed pursuant to this Ordinance. It shall be posted in a 

conspicuous place upon the premises of the assembly, and shall not be transf erred to any 

other person or location.  

 

167 .010 -  Additional requirements.  

In processing an application the Township Board shall, as a minimum, require the 

following:  

a. Security personnel. The licensee shall employ at his own expense such security 

perso nnel as are necessary and sufficient to provide for the adequate security and 

protection of the maximum number of attendants at the assembly and for the preservation 

of order and protection of property in and around the site of the assembly (sic). No licen se 

shall be issued unless the Township Board in cooperation with the county sheriff and the 

Director of State Police is satisfied that such necessary and sufficient security personnel 

will be provided by the licensee for the duration of the assembly.  

b. W ater facilities. The licensee shall provide potable water, sufficient in quantity and 

pressure to assure proper operation of all water using facilities under conditions of peak 

demand. Such water shall be supplied from a public water system, if available, and if not 

available, then from a source constructed, located, and approved in accordance with Act 

294, Public Acts of 1965, and the rules and regulations adopted pursuant thereto, and in a 

manner approved by the Kalamazoo County Health Department.  
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c. Res troom facilities. The licensee shall provide separate enclosed flushtype water closets 

as defined in Act 266, Public Acts of 1929, and the rules and regulations adopted pursuant 

thereto and in accordance with any other applicable state or local law. If suc h flush - type 

facilities are not available, the Township Board may permit the use of other facilities which 

are in compliance with Act 273, Public Acts of 1939, and the rules and regulations adopted 

pursuant thereto, and in a manner approved by the Kalamazo o County Health Department.  

     The licensee shall provide lavatory and drinking water facilities constructed, installed, 

and maintained in accordance with Act 266 of the Public Acts of 1929, and the rules and 

regulations adopted pursuant thereto, and in  accordance with any other applicable state or 

local law. All lavatories shall be provided with hot and cold water and soap and paper 

towels.  

     The number and type of facilities required shall be determined, on the basis of the 

number of attendants, in  the following manner:  

Facilities   Male   Female  

Toilets    1:300   1:200  

Urinals    1:100  

Lavatories   1:200   1:200  

 

Drinking Fountains   1:500  

Taps or Faucets   1:500  

 

     Where the assembly is to continue for more than 12 hours, the licensee shall provide 

shower facilities, on the basis of the number of attendants, in the following manner:  

Facilitie s  Male  Female  

Shower Heads  1:100   1:100  

 

     All facilities shall be installed, connected, and maintained free from obstructions, leaks 

and defects and shall at all times be in operable condition as determined by the Kalamazoo 

County Health Department.  

d. Food service. If food service is made a vailable on the premises, it shall be delivered only 

through concessions licensed and operated in accordance with the provisions of Act 269, 

Public Acts of 1968, and the rules and regulations adopted pursuant thereto, and in 

accordance with any other appli cable state or local law.  

     If the assembly is distant from food service establishments open to the public, the 

licensee shall make such food services available on the premises as will adequately feed 

the attendants.  

e. Medical facilities. If the asse mbly is not readily and quickly accessible to adequate 

existing medical facilities, the licensee shall be required to provide such facilities on the 

premises of the assembly. The kind, location, staff strength, medical and other supplies 

and equipment of s uch facilities shall be as prescribed by the Township Board.  

f. Liquid waste disposal. The licensee shall provide for liquid waste disposal in accordance 

with all rules and regulations pertaining thereto established by the Kalamazoo County 

Health Departme nt. If liquid waste retention and disposal is dependent upon pumpers and 

haulers, they shall be licensed in accordance with Act 243, Public Acts of 1951, and the 

rules and regulations adopted pursuant thereto, and in accordance with any other 

applicable st ate or local law, and, prior to issuance of any license, the licensee shall 

provide the Township Board with a true copy of an executed agreement in force and effect 

with a licensed pumper or hauler, which agreement will assure proper, effective and 
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frequen t removal of liquid waste from the premises so as to neither create nor cause a 

nuisance or menace to the public health.  

g. Solid waste disposal. The licensee shall provide for solid waste storage on, and removal 

from, the premises. Storage shall be in ap proved, covered, fly tight and rodent proof 

containers, provided in sufficient quantity to accommodate the number of attendants. Prior 

to issuance of any license, the licensee shall provide the Township Board with a true copy 

of an executed agreement in fo rce and effect with a licensed refuse collector, which 

agreement will assure proper, effective and frequent removal of solid waste from the 

premises so as to neither create nor cause a nuisance or menace to the public health.  

     The licensee shall imple ment effective control measures to minimize the presence of 

rodents, flies, roaches and other vermin on the premises. Poisonous materials, such as 

insecticides or rodenticides shall not be used in any way so as to contaminate food, 

equipment or otherwise c onstitute a hazard to the public health. Solid waste containing 

food waste shall be stored so as to be inaccessible to vermin. The premises shall be kept in 

such condition as to prevent the harborage or feeding of vermin.  

h. Public bathing beaches. The li censee shall provide or make available or accessible public 

bathing beaches only in accordance with Act 218, Public Acts of 1967, and the rules and 

regulations adopted pursuant thereto, and in accordance with any other applicable 

provision of state or loca l law.  

i. Public swimming pools. The licensee shall provide or make available public swimming 

pools only in accordance with Act 230, Public Acts of 1966, and the rules and regulations 

adopted pursuant thereto, and in accordance with any other applicable p rovision of state 

or local law.  

j. Access and traffic control. The licensee shall provide for ingress to and egress from the 

premises so as to insure [ensure] the orderly flow of traffic onto and off of the premises. 

Access to the premises shall be from a  highway or road which is a part of the county 

system of highways or which is a highway maintained by the State of Michigan. Traffic 

lanes and other space shall be provided, designated and kept open for access by 

ambulance, fire equipment, helicopter and o ther emergency vehicles. Prior to the issuance 

of a license, the Director of the Department of State Police and the Director of the 

Department of State Highways must approve the licensee's plan for access and traffic 

control.  

k. Parking. The licensee shal l provide a parking area sufficient to accommodate all motor 

vehicles, but in no case shall he provide less than one automobile space for every four (4) 

attendants.  

l. Camping and trailer parking. A licensee who permits attendants to remain on the 

premise s between the hours of 2:00 a.m. and 6:00 a.m. shall provide for camping and 

trailer parking and facilities in accordance with Act 171, Public Acts of 1970, and the rules 

and regulations adopted pursuant thereto, and in accordance with any other applicable  

provision by state or local law.  

m. Illumination. The licensee shall provide electrical illumination of all occupied areas 

sufficient to insure the safety and comfort of all attendants. The licensee's lighting plan 

shall be approved by the Township Board .  

n. Insurance. Before the issuance of a license, the licensee shall obtain public liability 

insurance with limits of not less than $300,000.00 and property damage insurance with a 

limit of not less than $25,000.00 from a company or companies approved by the 

Commissioner of Insurance of the State of Michigan, which insurance shall insure liability 

for death or injury to persons or damage to property which may result from the conduct of 

the assembly or conduct incident thereto and which insurance shall rema in in full force and 

effect in the specified amounts for the duration of the license. The evidence of insurance 

shall include an endorsement to the effect that the insurance company shall notify the 
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Clerk of the Township in writing at least ten days before  the expiration or cancellation of 

said insurance.  

o. Bonding. Before the issuance of a license the licensee shall obtain, from a corporate 

bonding company authorized to do business in Michigan, a corporate surety bond in the 

amount of $50,000.00 in a for m to be approved by the Township Board which shall 

indemnify the Township, its agents, officers, and employees and the Township Board 

against any and all loss, injury or damage whatever arising out of or in any way connected 

with the assembly and which sha ll indemnify the owners of property adjoining the 

assembly site for any costs attributable to cleaning up and/or removing debris, trash, or 

other waste resultant from the assembly.  

p. Fire protection. The licensee shall, at his own expense, take adequate steps as 

determined by the state fire marshal, to insure fire protection.  

q. [Sound producing equipment.] Sound producing equipment, including but not limited to, 

public address systems, radios, phonographs, musical instruments and other recording 

devices , shall not be operated on the premises of the assembly so as to be unreasonably 

loud or raucous, or so as to be a nuisance or disturbance to the peace and tranquility of 

the citizens of the Township.  

r.  Fencing. The licensee shall erect a fence completel y enclosing the site, of sufficient 

height and strength as will preclude persons in excess of the maximum permissible 

attendants from gaining access and which all have sufficient gates properly located so as 

to provide ready and safe ingress and egress.  

s. Communications. The licensee shall provide public telephone equipment for general use 

on the basis of at least one unit for each 1,000 attendants.  

t.  Miscellaneous. Prior to the issuance of a license, the Township Board may impose any 

other condition(s)  reasonably calculated to protect the health, safety, welfare and property 

of attendants or of citizens of the Township.  

 

167 .011 -  Revocation.  

The Township Board may revoke a license whenever the licensee, his employees or agent 

fails, neglects or refuse s to fully comply with any and all provisions and requirements set 

forth herein or with any and all provisions, regulations, ordinances, statutes, or other laws 

incorporated herein by reference.  

 

167 .012 -  Violations.  

It shall be unlawful for a licensee, his employee, or agent, to knowingly:  

a.  Advertise, promote or sell tickets to, conduct, or operate an assembly without first 

obtaining a license as herein provided.  

b.  Conduct or operate an assembly in such a manner as to create a public or private 

nuisa nce.  

c.  Conduct or permit, within the assembly, any obscene display, exhibition, show, play, 

entertainment or amusement.  

d.  Permit any person on the premises to cause or create a disturbance in, around, or near 

the assembly by obscene or disorderly conduct.  

e.  Permit any person to willfully consume, well, or possess, intoxicating liquor while on the 

premises.  

f.  Permit any per son to unlawfully use, sell, or possess any narcotics, narcotic drugs, drugs 

or other substances as defined in Act 343, Public Acts of 1952.  
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     Any of the above enumerate violations is a separate offense, is a nuisance per se 

immediately enjoinable in t he circuit courts, and, is punishable by imprisonment in the 

county jail for nor more than 90 days or by a fine of not more than $100.00, or by both 

such fine and imprisonment.  

     It is further provided that any of the above violations is a sufficient b asis for revocation 

of the license and for the immediate enjoining in the circuit court of the assembly.  

 

167 .013 -  Severability.  

If any portion of this Ordinance or the application thereof to any person or circumstances 

shall be found to be invalid by a court, such invalidity shall not affect the remaining 

portions or applications of this Ordinance which can be given effect without the invalid 

portion or application, provided such remaining portions are not determined by the court to 

be inoperable, and to  this end this Ordinance is declared to be severable.  

 

167 .014 -  Effective date.  

This Ordinance shall be effective from and after October 12, 1970.  

All ordinances or parts of ordinances inconsistent herewith are hereby repealed.  

 

167 .015 -  Enforcement.  

Enforcement Officer.  

(Ord. No. 154, 8 -25 -69)  
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Ord. No. 191 - BUILDING NUMBERING Effective: June 1, 1973 
An Ordinance to protect the health, safety and general welfare of persons and property 

within the Township of Kalamazoo by the adoption of regulations requiring the location of 

identification numbers upon buildings and premises within the Township; to impo se 

penalties for the violation thereof; and to repeal all ordinances or parts of ordinances in 

conflict therewith.  

 

THE TOWNSHIP OF KALAMAZOO, KALAMAZOO COUNTY, MICHIGAN ORDAINS:  

 

191 .001 -  Name.  

This Ordinance shall hereafter be known and cited as the Ka lamazoo Township Building 

Numbering Ordinance.  

 

191 .002 -  Purpose.  

The purpose of this Ordinance is to protect the public health, safety and general welfare of 

the persons and property within the Township by requiring proper identification numbers to 

be located upon buildings and premises within the Township so that the s ame can be 

readily identifiable for proper and efficient fire and police protection; for mail delivery 

services and for the convenience of all members of the public having any need to 

determine or describe the location of such building or premises.  

 

191 .0 03 -  Regulations.  

A. The owner or owners of all premises within the Township of Kalamazoo improved with 

buildings or occupied for public business purposes shall securely affix thereon a proper 

identification number as determined and assigned by the Townshi p Engineer which can be 

easily read from the abutting street upon which the property fronts.  

B.  In determining and assigning identification numbers, the Township Engineer shall 

operate in a manner compatible with such identification numbers within the Cit y of 

Kalamazoo and with any guidelines established by the Kalamazoo County Metropolitan 

Planning Commission. In the event of any conflict, however, the decision of the Township 

Engineer shall be final.  

C. Where a multiple number of buildings are assigned one identification number, each 

building shall be assigned a further number or letter by the Township Engineer in the event 

the owner or owners of the same have not located an appropriate identification number or 

letter upon the premises occupied by each s uch building. Such identification of a multiple 

number of buildings shall not, however, apply to outbuildings which are subordinate and 

incidental to the principal building upon the premises and which do not exceed three in 

number.  

 

191 .004 -  Sanctions.  

Any person, firm, association, partnership, corporation or governmental entity who violates 

any of the provisions of this Ordinance shall be deemed to be responsible for a municipal 

civil infraction as defined by Michigan Statute which shall be punishable b y a civil fine 

determined in accordance with the following schedule:  

 

Minimum Fine   Maximum Fine  

1st Offense within 3 -year period*   $75.00  $500.00  
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2nd Offense within 3 -year period*   $150.00  $500.00  

3rd Offense within 3 -year period*   $325.00  $500.00  

4th or More Offense  within 3 -year period *   $500.00  $500.00  

* Determined on the basis of the date of commission of the offense(s).  

 

Additionally, the violator shall pay costs which may include all expenses, direct and 

indirect, to which Kalamazoo Charter Township has been put in connection with the 

municipal civil infraction. In no case, however, shall costs of less than $9.00 nor more  than 

$500.00 be ordered. In addition, the Township shall have the right to proceed in any court 

of competent jurisdiction for the purpose of obtaining an injunction, restraining order, or 

other appropriate remedy to compel compliance with this Ordinance. Each day that a 

violation exists shall constitute a separate offense.  

(Ord. No. 427, 10 -24 -94)  

 

191 .005 -  Effective date.  

This Ordinance shall take effect on June 1, 1973. All ordinances or parts of ordinances in 

conflict herewith are hereby repealed.  

 

191 .006 -  Enforcement.  

Enforcement Officer.  

(Ord. No. 154, 8 -25 -69)  
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Ord. No. 197 - RUBBISH COLLECTION Effective: December 2, 1973 
An Ordinance to protect the health, safety and general welfare of persons and property 

within Kalamazoo Township by controlling and regulating the deposit of rubbish and debris 

for public collection within the Township by the Township or its duly authorize d contract 

haulers; to provide penalties for the violation thereof; and to repeal all ordinances or parts 

of ordinances in conflict therewith.  

 

THE TOWNSHIP OF KALAMAZOO, KALAMAZOO COUNTY, MICHIGAN, ORDAINS:  

 

197 .001 -  Name.  

This Ordinance shall hereafter  be known and cited as the Kalamazoo Township Rubbish 

Collection Ordinance.  

 

197 .002 -  Purpose.  

The purpose of this ordinance is to regulate and control the deposit of rubbish and debris 

placed upon private property along the unimproved portion of the public right -of -way for 

public collection by the Township or its authorized contract hauler for the protection of the 

health, safety and general welfare of the public and property owners within the Township 

and to provide penalties for the violation of the same.  

 

197 .003 -  Regulations.  

It shall hereafter be unlawful and a misdemeanor for any person, fir m or corporation to 

deposit any rubbish or debris accumulated by such person, firm or corporation for public 

collection by the Township or its authorized contract hauler contrary to the following:  

a.  Only material, junk and debris which has been accumulat ed by a resident in the 

domestic use of his residential property shall be deposited for public Township collection in 

the manner hereafter set forth and accumulations resulting from any commercial or 

industrial activities of the depositor shall not be so d eposited for such public Township 

collection.  

b.  Permitted deposits shall not be made earlier than 3:00 p.m. of the day preceding the 

date of the commencement of the regularly scheduled monthly collection for the area in 

which depositor's residence is loc ated as such date is determined by resolution of the 

Township Board.  

c.  Permitted deposits shall only include material, parts, equipment, or debris which can 

readily be lifted and loaded by two average men in not more than three trips each, 

operating with out the assistance of any extra loading equipment, containers, rope or other 

lifting, consolidating, sifting or compacting equipment.  

d.  Any containers used by a depositor necessary to contain his rubbish or debris shall be 

impervious to water of sufficie nt strength to withstand lifting and loading.  

e.  No garbage, dead animals, fowl or fish, and no chemicals, explosives, contaminating 

material or construction material shall be deposited for such public Township collection.  

f.  Nothing shall be so deposite d in any manner that would become a nuisance or 

annoyance in the neighborhood as a result of odors, fumes, poisonous characteristics or as 

a result of wind, snow, or rain action or otherwise.  

g.  In the event the deposited material is not for any reason co llected by the Township or 

its authorized hauler by Wednesday of the week the same is so deposited, it shall be 

restored within a building upon the premises of the depositor or behind such building and 

out of the view of the public where storage within suc h building is impossible for 
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subsequent redepositing and collection in accordance with the within ordinance at the next 

scheduled collection period.  

 

197 .004 -  Sanctions.  

Any person, firm, association, partnership, corporation or governmental entity who v iolates 

any of the provisions of this Ordinance shall be deemed to be responsible for a municipal 

civil infraction as defined by Michigan Statute which shall be punishable by a civil fine 

determined in accordance with the following schedule:  

 

     Minimum  Fine   Maximum Fine  

1st Offense within 3 -year period*   $75.00  $500.00  

2nd Offense within 3 -year period*   $150.00  $500.00  

3rd Offense within 3 -year period*   $325.00  $500.00  

4th or More Offense  within 3 -year period *   $500.00  $500.00  

* Determined on the  basis of the date of commission of the offense(s).  

 

Additionally, the violator shall pay costs which may include all expenses, direct and 

indirect, to which Kalamazoo Charter Township has been put in connection with the 

municipal civil infraction. In no c ase, however, shall costs of less than $9.00 nor more than 

$500.00 be ordered. In addition, the Township shall have the right to proceed in any court 

of competent jurisdiction for the purpose of obtaining an injunction, restraining order, or 

other appropri ate remedy to compel compliance with this Ordinance. Each day that a 

violation exists shall constitute a separate offense. The sanctions provided herein may be 

imposed upon the owner of the premises upon which the violation occurs, upon the tenant 

thereof,  and/or upon the owner or depositor of the rubbish or debris if such latter party 

can be determined.  

(Ord. No. 427, 10 -24 -94)  

 

197 .005 -  Saving clause.  

The provisions of this ordinance are hereby declared to be severable and if any clause, 

sentence, word , section or provision is declared void or unenforceable for any reason by 

any court of competent jurisdiction, it shall not affect any portion of the ordinance other 

than said part or portion thereof and the remainder of said ordinance shall remain in ful l 

force and effect.  

 

197 .006 -  Effective date.  

This ordinance shall take effect on December 2, 1973. All ordinances or parts of ordinances 

in conflict herewith are hereby repealed.  

 

197 .007 -  Enforcement.  

Enforcement Officer.  

(Ord. No. 154, 8 -25 -69)  
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Ord. No. 226 - RESERVE OFFICER Adopted: June 14, 1976 
An Ordinance to establish the office of Reserve Officer; to prescribe the duties of said 

office; to authorize the Township Board to appoint any person or persons to said office; 

and to amend any ordinances or parts of ordinances of Kalamazoo Township which  conflict 

with the provisions hereof.  

 

THE TOWNSHIP OF KALAMAZOO, KALAMAZOO COUNTY, MICHIGAN ORDAINS:  

 

226 .001 -  Reserve officer.  

There is hereby established the position of "reserve officer" within the Township of 

Kalamazoo, Kalamazoo County, Michigan.  

 

226 .002 -  Appointment.  

The Township Board of Kalamazoo Township is hereby authorized to appoint by resolution 

at any regular meeting of said board or special meeting called for the purpose any person 

or persons to the position of reserve officer under such conditions and limitat ions as may 

be designated in said resolution. Said board may similarly by resolution remove any person 

from said position at any time said board deems such removal appropriate.  

 

226 .003 -  Duties.  

The reserve officer, upon appointment, is hereby authorized  to temporarily, during the 

period of his or her appointment and while under the direction of the Kalamazoo Township 

Police Department or the Kalamazoo County Sheriff to enforce all ordinances of the 

Township of Kalamazoo whether heretofore or hereafter en acted and regardless of whether 

such ordinances specifically designate a different official to enforce the same or do not 

designate any particular enforcing officer. The authority of the reserve officer shall at all 

times be auxiliary to the authority of t he Kalamazoo Township Police Officers and/or any 

ordinance enforcing officer of the Township, including the Township Supervisor. The 

ordinance enforcing authority of the Township Supervisor, police officers and other officers 

specifically designated in any  township ordinance as enforcing officers shall continue in full 

force and effect and shall in no way be diminished or impaired by the terms of the within 

ordinance.  

     Such reserve officer, while under the direction of the Kalamazoo Township Police 

Dep artment of Kalamazoo County Sheriff and on a temporary specific assignment, may 

also enforce the general criminal laws of the state in conjunction with his supervising police 

officer.  

 

226 .004 -  Definitions.  

The reserve officer's authority herein specifie d shall include investigation of ordinance 

violations and other suspected criminal activity; serving notice of violations; serving 

appearance tickets as authorized under Public Act 147 of 1968, as amended; appearance 

in court or other judicial or quasi - jud icial proceedings to assist in the prosecution of 

violators; assisting police officers or deputy sheriffs in making arrests and such other 

specific authority or duties as may be delegated to such reserve officer by a Kalamazoo 

Township police officer or co unty sheriff directing said reserve officer.  
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226 .005 -  Statutory reference.  

The reserve officer is hereby declared to be a member of the Kalamazoo Township Police 

Auxiliary under the provisions of Section 9(1)(d)(iv) of the "Michigan Law Enforcement 

Officers Training Council Act of 1965" as amended (MCLA 28.609)  

 

226 .006 -  Saving clause.  

The provisions of the within ordinance are hereby declared to be severable and the 

invalidation of any one or more of the same for any cause shall not invalidate the 

remainder of said provisions or of said ordinance.  

 

226 .007 -  Effective date.  

This ordinance shall take immediate effect. All ordinances of the Township heretofore or 

hereafter adopted shall hereafter be supplemented by the terms of the within ordinance.  
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Ord. No. 231 - QUALIFIED RETIREMENT FUND Effective: December 13, 1976 
An Ordinance to authorize the Township Board to enter into an agreement or agreements 

with any insurance company, bank or trust company or other authorized trustee, or to 

create a fun d to be managed by the Township Board, which fund shall be qualified as a 

retirement plan or qualified pension under the appropriate Internal Revenue Code 

regulations, for the purpose of allowing employees or officers of the Township to contribute 

a portio n of their earnings as authorized by law to said fund to establish a retirement fund 

or deferred compensation fund for said contributing employees.  

 

THE TOWNSHIP OF KALAMAZOO, KALAMAZOO COUNTY, MICHIGAN ORDAINS:  

 

231 .001 -  Creation of plan; authority.  

The Township Board is hereby authorized to create by agreement with any qualified 

insurance company, bank or trust company or other authorized trustee, a qualified pension 

plan or qualified deferred compensation plan under the regulations of the Internal R evenue 

Service; or, the Township Board may create pursuant to this Ordinance a special fund for 

said purpose, said agreement or said fund to be known as the Kalamazoo Township 

Officers and Employees Qualified Pension Plan or Qualified Deferred Compensation  Plan. 

Said agreement and/or plan shall comply with MCLA 4.901 et seq., relating to retirement 

systems for Township employees, and shall also comply with MCLA 38.1121, et seq. 

relating to the investment of funds of public employee retirement systems.  

 

231 .002 -  Eligibility; payroll deduction.  

Each officer or full - time employee of the Township may contribute from his or her earnings 

an amount to said fund which shall qualify under the appropriate Internal Revenue Code 

regulations as deferred compensation or  as contributions to a qualified pension plan. The 

fund shall accumulate the contributions deducted from the compensation of officers or 

employees of the Township who have requested the Township to deduct same from their 

compensation. The officer or office rs responsible for making the payroll shall cause the 

applicable contribution provided for as requested by the employee or officer to be deducted 

from the compensation of said employee or officer on each applicable payroll, so long as 

he or she remains an employee or officer of the Township.  

 

231 .003 -  Contributions; credit to individual account.  

Any employee contribution or officer's contribution when deducted by the Township from 

his or her compensation, shall be paid to the fund and shall be credited to  the individual 

account of the employee or officer. Full rights to said monies shall vest immediately in the 

contributing employee or officer. In the event of the discharge or termination of 

employment of any employee or a contributor ceasing to become an officer of the 

Township, he or she shall have full rights and full vesting of all contributions made by the 

Township from his or her compensation. All such contributions made by the Township for 

said employee or officer shall be subject to full control by said employee or officer, 

including full vesting rights, upon payment of the contribution to the fund, subject, 

however, to all applicable Internal Revenue Code regulations, penalties or interest 

concerning early withdrawals, etc.  

 

231 .004 -  Township as t rustee; power to invest funds.  

In the event that the Township shall act as trustee of the assets of said fund, the Township 

Board shall have full power to invest and reinvest such assets subject to the provisions of 
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MCLA 38.1121 et seq. The Board shall hav e the power to purchase notes, bonds or other 

obligations of the Township before or after the same are offered to the public and with or 

without advertising for bids. The Board shall have power to hold, purchase, sell, assign, 

transfer and dispose of any s ecurities and investments in which any of the monies of the 

fund have been invested, as well as the proceeds of said investments belonging to the 

fund. The provisions of this section shall at all times be subject to all appropriate State and 

Federal regula tions concerning said deferred compensation or qualified pension fund 

accounts. In addition, there shall be kept on deposit available cash not to exceed 5% of 

the total assets of the fund. All assets of the fund shall be held for the sole purpose of 

meetin g disbursements for the benefit of employees or officers or other designated 

beneficiaries.  

 

231 .005 -  Participants; rights denied; Township not held liable.  

Any participating employee or officer of the Township shall have the right to designate a 

benefic iary or beneficiaries of the fund, providing same complies with the appropriate 

Internal Revenue Code regulations. Any contributions by an employee or officer of the 

Township shall be made at the direction of said employee or officer, subject to all 

approp riate Internal Revenue Code regulations concerning the taxability of same and 

considering also any other contributions made to a deferred compensation plan or qualified 

pension plan for or on behalf of said employee or officer; the Township of Kalamazoo sh all 

have no liability resulting from the taxability or losses resulting from investments of 

contributions made by employees or officers.  

 

231 .006 -  Validity.  

The Township of Kalamazoo hereby ratifies and confirms the validity of any annuity or 

pension pla n in existence on the effective date of this Ordinance. This Ordinance shall have 

no effect upon the annuity and pension plan created pursuant to Ordinance No. 209 of the 

Township of Kalamazoo.  

 

231 .007 -  Effective date.  

This Ordinance shall take effect o n December 13, 1977. All ordinances or parts of 

ordinances in conflict herewith are hereby repealed.  
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Ord. No. 240 - REFUSE BIN Effective: September 2, 1977 
An Ordinance to define and to regulate the use, storage and placement of refuse bins; to 

provide  for a method to extend the period in which to comply with the requirements of this 

Ordinance; to provide penalties for violation of the provisions of this Ordinance; and to 

repeal all ordinances or parts of ordinances in conflict herewith.  

 

THE TOWNSHIP OF KALAMAZOO, KALAMAZOO COUNTY, MICHIGAN ORDAINS:  

 

240 .001 -  Title.  

This Ordinance shall be known as the Township Refuse Bin Ordinance.  

 

240 .002 -  Definitions.  

As used in this Ordinance, the following terms shall have the following meanings:  

A.  Refuse bins means those refuse receptacles with more than a 20 gallon capacity 

designed to be transported by or mechanically emptied into a refuse collection vehicle.  

B.  Substandard refuse bins means those refuse bins which do not meet the stability 

requi rements established in section IV [155.004] of this Ordinance.  

C. Person means and includes a natural person, firm, partnership, association or 

corporation and their legal successors.  

 

240 .003 -  Substandard bins; modification.  

All persons owning, leasing  or using substandard refuse bins or permitting the placement 

of such substandard refuse bins on private property within their custody or control are 

hereby encouraged to assure the early modification or retrofitting of such substandard 

refuse bins or, in the alternative, removal of such bins from areas to which the public may 

have access.  

 

240 .004 -  Bins; design; construction standards; placement.  

From and after the dates established in section VI [155.006] each refuse bin shall be 

placed or stored on a h orizontal hard surface and shall meet the following stability 

requirements:  

A.  Be reasonably secured in some manner, such as, secured to a stake, fence, wall or 

other stationary object in a manner to prevent its tipping over, or  

B.  Be enclosed with a fen ce or barrier at least four feet high with an access gate which is 

kept locked or otherwise reasonably protected from unauthorized access, or  

C. Be designed, constructed or modified so that it will not tip when subjected to 191 

pounds hanging vertically f rom the leading edge thereof or to a pull force of 70 pounds 

exerted horizontally from any edge thereof.  

 

240 .005 -  Testing; conditions.  

In testing for compliance with 240 .004(c) of this Ordinance, the following conditions shall 

be observed:  

A.  The refus e bin shall be resting on a hard, level surface, and  

B. Lids or covers shall be placed in the forward -most (or most adverse) position, and  

C. Swivel - type castors shall be turned toward each other and all other wheels or castors 

shall be turned to the most unstable lateral position, and  
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D.  Hanging weight and pull force tests shall be done separately, and  

E. Castors shall be chocked or secured in such a manner that said refuse bin cannot roll.  

 

240 .006 -  Nonstandard, unstable bins; deadline for use.  

Except on the basis of an extension previously granted in accordance with the provisions of 

240 .007 hereof, no person shall rent, lease, place upon the property of another, or permit 

to remain upon property within his custody or control, any refuse bin whi ch is not secured 

or protected from unauthorized access or which does not meet the stability requirements 

established in 240 .004 hereof within 500 feet of a school or schoolyard on or after 

September 2, 1977, or elsewhere within this Township to which the public has access on or 

after December 31, 1977.  

 

240 .007 -  Compliance; application for the time extension.  

The Township Board of this Township may accept and consider an application from a 

person for an extension of the period in which to comply with the provisions of 240 .004 

regarding the security of refuse bins. The said Township Board, upon showing by the 

applicant of diligent effort, unnecessary hardship, practical difficulties or other good cause 

for inability to comply with such security requirements may approve an extension not to 

exceed three months.  

 

240 .008 -  Sanctions.  

Any person, firm, association, partnership, corporation or governmental entity who violates 

any of the provisions of this Ordinance shall be deemed to be responsible for a municipal 

civil infraction as defined by Michigan Statute which shall be punishable by a civil fine 

determined in a ccordance with the following schedule:  

 

     Minimum Fine   Maximum Fine  

1st Offense within 3 -year period*   $75.00  $500.00  

2nd Offense within 3 -year period*   $150.00  $500.00  

3rd Offense within 3 -year period*   $325.00  $500.00  

4th or More Offense  within  3-year period *   $500.00  $500.00  

* Determined on the basis of the date of commission of the offense(s).  

 

Additionally, the violator shall pay costs which may include all expenses, direct and 

indirect, to which Kalamazoo Charter Township has been put in co nnection with the 

municipal civil infraction. In no case, however, shall costs of less than $9.00 nor more than 

$500.00 be ordered. In addition, the Township shall have the right to proceed in any court 

of competent jurisdiction for the purpose of obtainin g an injunction, restraining order, or 

other appropriate remedy to compel compliance with this Ordinance. Each day that a 

violation exists shall constitute a separate offense. Should any part of this Ordinance be 

declared unconstitutional, illegal or of no  force and effect by a court of competent 

jurisdiction, such portion thereof shall not be deemed to affect the validity of any other 

part or portion thereof.  

(Ord. No. 427, 10 -24 -94)  

 

240 .009 -  Effective date.  
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This ordinance shall take effect September 2 , 1977. All ordinances or parts of ordinances in 

conflict with any of the provisions contained herein are hereby repealed.  
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Ord. No. 247 - TOWNSHIP EMERGENCY PREPAREDNESS POLICY AND ORGANIZATION 

Effective: May 1, 1978 
An Ordinance to establish a Township  Emergency Preparedness Policy and organization; to 

define the duties and responsibilities of the emergency services coordinator and other 

personnel; to authorize the use of the material resources and manpower of the Township 

in emergency operations; to pr event, minimize and relieve damage to persons and 

property resulting from any form of disaster; to provide penalties for violations of the 

provisions of the Ordinance and to repeal all ordinances or parts of ordinances in conflict 

therewith.  

 

THE TOWNSHIP  OF KALAMAZOO, KALAMAZOO COUNTY, MICHIGAN ORDAINS:  

 

ARTICLE I  

 

247 .100 -  INTENT AND PURPOSE  

 

247 .101 -  Intent and purpose.  

It is the intent and purpose of this Ordinance to establish an organization that will insure 

the complete and efficient utilization of all municipal resources during periods of 

emergency and disaster.  

 

247 .102 -  Coordinating agency.  

The Township Office of  Emergency Services will be the coordinating agency responsible for 

Township -wide emergency preparedness; it will provide the means through which the 

Township Board and the Supervisor may exercise the authority and discharge the 

responsibilities vested in them by this Ordinance and Act No. 390, Public Acts of 1976 

(M.S.A. 4.824(11) -  4.824(30)).  

 

247 .103 -  No relief from normal responsibilities.  

This Ordinance will not relieve any elected officials or municipal departments of the normal 

responsibilities or  authority given by general law or local ordinance, nor will it affect the 

work of the American Red Cross or other volunteer agencies organized for relief in a 

natural disaster.  

 

ARTICLE II  

 

247 .200 -  DEFINITIONS  

 

247 .201 -  Words defined.  

For the purpose of this Ordinance, certain words used herein are defined as follows:  

     Coordinator shall mean a person appointed to coordinate emergency planning and 

services within the Township or as prescribed in this Ordinance. In the absence of an 

appointed person , "Coordinator" shall mean the Supervisor.  

     Disaster means an occurrence or imminent threat of widespread or severe damage, 

injury, or loss of life or property resulting from any natural or manmade cause, including 

but not limited to fire, flood, snow , ice or wind storm, wave action, oil spills, water 
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contamination requiring emergency action to avert danger or damage, utility failure, 

hazardous peacetime radiological incident, major transportation accident, epidemic, air 

contamination, blight, drought,  infestation, explosion, riot, or hostile military or 

paramilitary action. Riots and other civil disorders are not within the meaning of this term 

unless they directly result from and are an aggravating element of the disaster.  

     District coordinator m eans the State Police District Emergency Services Coordinator or 

his authorized representative.  

     Emergency operations plan means the Township Emergency Operations Plan which has 

been prepared under Section 602 of this Ordinance to coordinate disaster response and 

recovery within the Township.  

     Emergency services shall have a broad meaning to include preparations for, and relief 

from, the effects of natural and man -made disasters as defined herein, and to include Civil 

Defense.  

     Emergency serv ices forces means all disaster relief forces; all agencies of this municipal 

government, private and volunteer personnel, public officers and employees; and all other 

persons or groups of persons having duties or responsibilities under this Ordinance or 

pu rsuant to a lawful order or directive authorized by this Ordinance.  

     Emergency services volunteer shall mean any person duly registered and appointed by 

the Coordinator and assigned to participate in the Emergency Services activity.  

     Emergency si tuation means any situation confronting a community requiring 

emergency actions of a lesser nature than a disaster, as defined above, to include, but not 

limited to, civil disturbances, labor strikes, visits by national or international dignitaries, 

and bu ild -up activities prior to an actual disaster.  

     Supervisor shall mean that person duly elected to the office of Township Supervisor of 

the Township; and "Board" shall mean the Township Board of the Township.  

     State of disaster means a declaration  by executive order or proclamation by the 

Governor under the provisions of Act 390, Public Acts of 1976, which activates the disaster 

response and recovery aspects of state, local and interjurisdictional disaster emergency 

plans and authorizes the deploym ent and use of any forces to which the plan or plans 

apply.  

     State of emergency means a declaration by the Supervisor pursuant to this Ordinance 

which activates the disaster response and recovery aspects of the Township Emergency 

Operations Plan and a uthorizes the deployment and use of any municipal forces to which 

the plan applies.  

     Person means any individual, any public or private corporation, any partnership, any 

association, or any combinations thereof.  

 

ARTICLE III  

 

247 .300 -  ORGANIZATION FOR EMERGENCY SERVICES  

 

247 .301 -  Supervisor; authority; director.  

The Supervisor, with the approval of the Board, is hereby authorized and directed to create 

an organization to prepare for community disasters utilizing to the fullest extent existing 

agenc ies within the municipality. The Supervisor, as executive head of the Township 

government, shall be the director of Emergency Services Forces of the Township and shall 

be responsible for their organization, administration and operation, working through the  

Coordinator.  
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247 .302 -  Organization; persons and agencies.  

The organization for providing emergency services shall consist of the following:  

A.  An Office of Emergency Services established within Township government. The Office of 

Emergency Services sha ll have an administrative head appointed, as provided in Section 

401 [183.401], who will be known as the Coordinator, Office of Emergency Services. Such 

assistants and other employees as are deemed necessary for the proper functioning of the 

organization w ill be employed.  

B.  The employees, equipment and facilities of all municipal departments, boards, 

institutions and commissions suitable for, or adaptable to emergency services activities 

may be designated as part of the total Emergency Services Forces. Su ch designations shall 

be by the Supervisor with the approval of the Board.  

 

247 .303 -  Officers and employees; emergency operation plan.  

All officers and employees of departments, commissions, boards, institutions and other 

agencies of the Township governm ent designated by the Supervisor, with the approval of 

the Board, as Emergency Services Forces shall cooperate with the Emergency Services 

Coordinator in the formulation of the Emergency Operations Plan, and they shall assist the 

Coordinator in all matters  pursuant to the provisions of this Ordinance.  

 

ARTICLE IV  

 

247 .400 -  EMERGENCY SERVICES COORDINATOR; ASSISTANTS; DEPUTIES  

 

247 .401 -  Coordinator.  

The Supervisor, with the approval of the Board, shall appoint an Emergency Services 

Coordinator who shall be  a person with the personal attributes, experience, and training 

needed to coordinate the activities of the agencies, departments, and individuals within the 

Township to protect the public health, safety and welfare during emergency situations and 

disaster s.  

 

247 .402 -  Assistant coordinators.  

Assistant Coordinators shall be designated to work with the Coordinator on emergency 

planning matters. Assistant Coordinators shall be selected and shall serve as follows:  

A.  There shall be one such Assistant Coordin ator appointed from each Township 

department as designated by the department head, with the approval of the Supervisor, as 

part of the Emergency Services Forces.  

B.  Assistant Coordinators shall assume the duties of the Coordinator whenever he is 

unavailable during disasters or emergency situations in the order of designation by the 

Supervisor, acting upon the recommendation of the Coordinator.  

 

ARTICLE V  

 

247 .500 -  SUPERVISOR; POWERS; DUTIES  

 

247 .501 -  Supervisor; emergency power.  
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The Supervisor may exercise the emergency power and authority as specified herein. 

Whenever a situation requires, or is likely to require, that the Supervisor invoke such 

power and authorit y, he shall, as soon as reasonably expedient, convene the Board to 

perform its legislative and administrative duties as the situation demands, and shall report 

to that body relative to emergency activities. Nothing in this Ordinance shall be construed 

as a bridging or curtailing the powers of the Board unless specifically provided herein.  

 

247 .502 -  State of emergency; circumstances.  

Under the following circumstances, the Supervisor may declare a state of emergency exists 

in the Township and may assemble an d utilize the Emergency Services Forces in 

accordance with the Township Emergency Operations Plan, and he may prescribe the 

manner and conditions of the use of such Emergency Services Forces:  

A.  Whenever, on the basis of information received from authorit ative sources, he feels that 

a large -scale disaster or emergency situation in the Township or state is imminent.  

B.  During any period of disaster in the Township or state and thereafter as long as he shall 

deem it necessary.  

 

247 .503 -  Supervisor; state o f disaster; request to governor.  

Whenever the Supervisor deems that any condition in the Township is beyond the control 

of local public or private agencies or has attained or threatens to attain the proportions of 

a major disaster, he may request the Gover nor to declare a state of disaster exists therein 

by instructing the Coordinator to contact the District Coordinator in accordance with 

Section 14, Act 390, Public Acts of 1976.  

 

247 .504 -  Supervisor; authority; power.  

The Supervisor, with the approval of  the Board, is hereby empowered and has the 

authority:  

A.  To appropriate and expend funds, make contracts, obtain and distribute equipment, 

materials, and supplies for disaster purposes.  

B.  To provide for the health and safety of persons and property, inc luding emergency 

assistance to the victims of a disaster.  

C. To assign and make equipment available for duty, the employees, property, or 

equipment of the municipality relating to fire fighting; engineering; rescue; health, 

medical, and related services; p olice; transportation; construction; and similar items or 

service for disaster relief purposes within or without the physical limits of the municipality.  

D.  In the event of a foreign attack upon this State, to waive procedures and formalities 

otherwise re quired by law pertaining to the performance of public work, entering into 

contracts, the incurring of obligations, the employment of permanent and temporary 

workers, the utilization of volunteer workers, the rental of equipment, the purchase and 

distributi on with or without compensation of supplies, materials, and facilities, and the 

appropriation and expenditure of public funds.  

 

247 .505 -  Supervisor; succession of government; procedure.  

The Supervisor, with the approval of the Board, shall establish proc edures for the 

succession of government during emergencies where officials are unavailable for exercising 

the powers and discharging the duties of their respective offices.  

 

247 .506 -  Supervision; regulations.  
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The Supervisor, with the approval of the Boar d, may make regulations permitting the 

Coordinator to assemble and utilize the Emergency Services Forces and provide disaster 

relief aid as prescribed in Sections 502, 503, and 504 [183.502, 183.503, and 183.504].  

 

247 .507 -  Supervisor; right to waive formalities.  

When obtaining formal approvals would result in delay of relief activity, the Supervisor 

may, until the Board convenes, waive procedures and formalities otherwise required 

pertaining to the performance of public works, entering into contracts,  the incurring of 

obligations, the employment of temporary workers, the rental of equipment, the purchase 

and distribution of supplies, materials and facilities and expenditure of existing funds, and 

the Board is also empowered to waive any such procedures  and formalities.  

 

ARTICLE VI  

 

247 .600 -  EMERGENCY SERVICES COORDINATOR; POWERS; DUTIES  

 

247 .601 -  Coordinator; responsibilities.  

The Emergency Services Coordinator shall be responsible for the administration, planning, 

coordination and operation of all e mergency preparedness activities in the Township. He 

shall maintain liaison with county, state, and federal authorities, and the authorities of 

adjacent and nearby political subdivisions so as to insure the most effective emergency 

operations.  

 

247 .602 -  Coordinator; duties; actions.  

His duties shall include, but not be limited to, the following:  

A.  Development of the Township Emergency Operations Plan, and any other appropriate 

disaster plans, for the immediate use of all of the facilities, equipment, ma npower, and 

other resources of the Township for the purpose of minimizing or preventing damage to 

persons or property; and protecting and restoring to usefulness governmental services and 

public utilities necessary for the public health, safety and general  welfare.  

B.  Coordinating the recruitment and training of volunteer personnel and agencies to 

augment the personnel and facilities of the Township for emergency purposes.  

C. Through public information programs, educating the population as to actions nece ssary 

and required for the projection of persons and property in case of a disaster.  

D.  Conducting practice alerts and exercises to insure the efficient operation of the 

Township's emergency organization and to familiarize residents of the Township with 

emergency regulations, procedures, and operations.  

E. Coordinating the activity of all other public and private agencies engaged in any 

emergency or disaster relief programs.  

F. Negotiating with owners or persons in control of buildings or other property for the use 

of such buildings or property for emergency or disaster relief purposes, and designating 

suitable buildings as public shelters.  

G. Establishing and maintaining admini strative control over a local radiological defense 

program, to include emergency preparations for both peacetime radiation incidents and 

international wartime disasters.  

H.  Coordinating municipal emergency preparedness activities with those at the county level 

and adjacent municipalities.  
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ARTICLE VII  

 

247 .700 -  VOLUNTEERS; APPOINTMENTS; RECORDS  

 

247 .701 -  Volunteer citizens; authority for appointment.  

Each department, commission, board, or other agency of Township government may at 

any time appoint or aut horize the appointment of volunteer citizens to augment the 

personnel of such Township department, commission, board, or agency in time of 

emergency. Such individuals shall be enrolled as Emergency Services Volunteers and shall 

be subject to the rules and regulations set forth by the respective department, 

commission, board or agency head for such volunteers.  

 

247 .702 -  Volunteer citizens; personnel augmentation.  

The Coordinator may enlist volunteer citizens to form the personnel of an emergency 

service for which the Township has no counterpart, or to temporarily augment personnel of 

the Township engaged in emergency activities. The Coordinator shall maintain forma l 

records of all such volunteers for workman's compensation purposes.  

 

ARTICLE VIII  

 

247 .800 -  RIGHTS OF TOWNSHIP EMPLOYEES  

 

247 .801 -  Employees; rights, privileges, immunities.  

Township employees assigned to duty as a part of the Emergency Services Force s pursuant 

to the provisions of this Ordinance shall retain all of the rights, privileges, and immunities 

of Township employees, and shall receive the compensation incident to their employment.  

 

ARTICLE IX  

 

247 .900 -  NO GOVERNMENTAL OR PRIVATE LIABILITY  

 

247 .901 -  Officials, employees, organizations, not held liable.  

This Ordinance is an exercise by the Township of its governmental functions for the 

protection of the public health, safety, and general welfare. As such, neither the Township 

nor agents and r epresentatives of the Township, nor any individual, receiver, firm, 

partnership, corporation, association, nor trustee, nor any of the agents thereof acting in 

good faith carrying out, complying with, or attempting to comply with this Ordinance shall 

be li able for any damage sustained to persons or property as a result of said activity.  

 

247 .902 -  Owners, controllers; not held liable.  

Any person owning or controlling real estate or other premises who voluntarily and without 

compensation grants the Township  the right to inspect, designate and use the whole or 

any part of such real estate or premises for the purpose of sheltering persons during a 

disaster or during an authorized practice disaster exercise, shall not be civilly liable for the 

death of, or inju ry to, any person on or about such real estate or premises under such 
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license, privilege or other permission, or for loss of, or damage to, the property of such 

person.  

 

ARTICLE X  

 

247 .1000 -  CONFLICTING ORDINANCES, ORDERS, RULES AND REGULATIONS 

SUSPENDED  

 

247 .1001 -  Existing ordinances; power to supersede.  

At all times when the orders, rules and regulations made and promulgated pursuant to this 

Ordinance shall be in effect, they shall supersede all other existing ordinances, orders, 

rules and regulations,  insofar as the latter may be inconsistent therewith.  

 

ARTICLE XI  

 

247 .1100 -  VIOLATIONS  

 

247 .1101 -  Violations and penalties; additional costs imposed.  

It shall be unlawful for any person willfully to obstruct, hinder or delay any Emergency 

Services Forces in the enforcement or accomplishment of any rule or regulation issued 

pursuant to this Ordinance, or to do any act forbidden by any rule or regulation issued 

pursuant to the authority contained in this Ordinance. It shall likewise be unlawful for any 

person to wear, carry or display any emblem, insignia or other means of identification as a 

member of the Emergency Services Forces of the Township unless a uthority to do so has 

been granted to such person by proper officials. Convictions for violations of the provisions 

of this Ordinance shall be punishable by a fine not to exceed $100.00 plus costs and/or 

confinement in the County Jail for a term not to exc eed 90 days. In addition, the Township 

specifically reserves the right and authority to proceed in a court of competent jurisdiction 

for the purpose of obtaining an injunction, restraining order or other appropriate remedy to 

compel compliance with this Or dinance.  

 

ARTICLE XII  

 

247 .1200 -  SEVERABILITY  

 

247 .1201 -  Validity.  

Should any section, clause, or provision of this Ordinance be declared by the courts invalid 

for any reason, such declaration shall not affect the validity of the Ordinance as a whole or 

any part thereof, other than the section, clause, or provision so dec lared to be invalid.  

 

ARTICLE XIII  

 

247 .1300 -  REPEALS  

 

247 .1301 -  Repeal clause.  

All ordinances or parts of ordinances in conflict herewith are hereby repealed.  
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ARTICLE XIV  

 

247 .1400 -  EFFECTIVE DATE  

 

247 .1401 -  Effective date.  

This Ordinance shall bec ome effective on the 1st day of May, 1978.  
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Ord. No. 251 - MASSAGE BUSINESS LICENSING Effective: September 1, 1978 
An Ordinance to protect the public health, safety and general welfare by providing for the 

regulation and licensing of massage businesses and masseurs and masseuses operating 

within the Township of Kalamazoo, Kalamazoo County, Michigan; to provide penaltie s for 

the violation of said Ordinance; to provide for the amendment thereof; and to repeal all 

ordinances or parts of ordinances in conflict therewith.  

 

THE TOWNSHIP OF KALAMAZOO, KALAMAZOO COUNTY, MICHIGAN ORDAINS:  

 

251 .001 -  Title.  

This Ordinance shall be known and cited as the Kalamazoo Township Massage Business 

Licensing Ordinance.  

 

251 .002 -  Definitions.  

A. Massage means any method of pressure on or friction against, or stroking, kneading, 

rubbing, tapping, pounding, vibrating, c aressing, or otherwise stimulating the external 

parts of the human body with the hands, other parts of the human body, or with the aid of 

any mechanical, electrical or other apparatus, with or without supplementary aids such as 

creams, ointments, oils, rub bing alcohol, or other similar preparations commonly used in 

the practice of massage.  

B. Massage business means any establishment having a fixed place of business where a 

person or persons engage in, conduct, or permit to be engaged in or conducted massag es.  

C. Massage technician, masseur, masseuse means any person who for any form of 

consideration gives or administers a massage to a patron.  

D. Person means any person, association, firm, partnership or corporation.  

E. Patron means any person who receive s a massage from a massage technician.  

F. Therapeutic massage means a massage which relates to the treatment of disease, bodily 

disorders or injuries through use of, pressure on, or stroking, kneading, rubbing, tapping, 

vibrating or otherwise stimulating the external parts of the human body with the hands or 

other parts of the human body, or with the aid of any mechanical, electrical or other 

apparatus, with or without other supplementary aids such as creams, ointments, oils, 

rubbing alcohol, or other simi lar preparations commonly used in the practice, performed by 

a massage therapist either licensed by the State of Michigan or who is a currently certified 

member of the American Massage Therapy Association or the International Myomassethics 

Federation or an y other generally recognized massage association with equivalent 

professional membership standards.  

(Ord. No. 400, 5 -11 -92)  

 

251 .003 -  Required massage business license.  

A. It shall hereafter be unlawful for any person to engage in, conduct or carry on i n or 

upon any premises within the Township a massage business without first obtaining a 

license therefor from the Township issued in accordance with the provisions of the within 

Ordinance.  

B. Any massage business currently operating within the Township at  the time of the 

effective date of the within Ordinance shall have 30 days after said effective date to apply 

for and secure such license and to comply with the provisions of the within Ordinance. 

Such period for compliance may be extended an additional 30 -day period upon appropriate 
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application to the Township Board disclosing unusual hardship in compliance with the 

provisions of the Ordinance within said initial 30 -day period.  

 

251 .004 -  Required license for masseurs and masseuses.  

A. It shall hereafter be unlawful for any person to act as a masseur, masseuse or massage 

technician within the Township without first obtaining a license from the Township for such 

activity issued in accordance with the provisions of the within Ordinance.  

B. Any masseur, mass euse or massage technician practicing such activity at the time of 

the effective date of the within Ordinance shall have 30 days from said effective date to 

apply for such license and comply with the provisions of the within Ordinance. Failure to 

obtain su ch license and comply with said Ordinance within said 30 -day period shall require 

said masseur, masseuse, or massage technician to discontinue such activities within the 

Township until such time as such a license has been legally obtained.  

 

251 .005 -  Appl ication for massage business license.  

A. Contents. An application for a license to operate a massage business within the 

Township shall be filed with the Township Clerk and shall contain the following information:  

1. The legal name of the applicant.  

2. The address and telephone number of the applicant.  

3. Previous addresses, if any, for a period of 3 years immediately prior to the date of 

the application including the dates of such residence.  

4. Birth date and date of incorporation or organization where  other than a person.  

5. A 2 - inch by 2 - inch photograph of applicant taken within the past six months.  

6. An explanation of the previous employment or business of the applicant for the 

preceding three years.  

7. A statement of all convictions, including ordi nance violations, exclusive of traffic 

violations, with a brief explanation of the nature of the same and the location thereof.  

8. Where the applicant is a partnership, firm or corporation, the within information shall 

be furnished for each stockholder, p artner and officer and the extent of the interest of 

each in the business. Parties holding less than a 15 percent interest therein need not 

be listed.  

9. The address and description of the premises within which the business is proposed 

to be located.  

10. The experience, if any, of the applicant in conducting a massage business.  

 

251 .006 -  Application for a masseur, masseuse, or massage technician license.  

A. Contents. An application for a masseur, masseuse, or massage technician license shall 

be filed with  the Township Clerk by each person proposing to engage in such activity within 

the Township and shall contain the following information.  

1. The legal name, address, sex and age of the applicant, together with the applicant's 

telephone number, if any.  

2. T he previous address of the applicant for the preceding three -year period including 

the dates of such residency.  

3. A photograph 2 - inches by 2 - inches in size taken within the preceding six -month 

period.  

4. The history of employment of the applicant for the preceding three -year period.  
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5. A description of all convictions, including ordinance violations, exclusive of traffic 

violations, and where the same occurred, in which the applicant was involved.  

6. The date of the last general medical exam of the applic ant, together with a 

certificate from a medical doctor licensed to practice in the State of Michigan, stating 

that the applicant has, within the preceding 30 days, been examined and found to be 

free of any contagious or communicable disease capable of tran smission during the 

normal conduct of a massage.  

7. The name and location of the massage business at which the applicant expects to be 

employed.  

8. An explanation of the training which the applicant has received as a massage 

technician including the dates  thereof and the names and addresses of the schools 

and/or business establishments connected therewith.  

9. The names and addresses of other schools attended by the applicant together with 

the diplomas or certificates received therefrom.  

(Ord. No. 400, 5 -11-92)  

 

251 .007 -  Processing of applications.  

A. Investigation. Upon receipt of any application under Sections 5 and 6 [24.005 and 

24.006] of this Ordinance, the Township Clerk shall forthwith deliver copies of the same to 

the Township Construction Code En forcing Agency, Township Zoning Administrator, 

Township Police Chief, the Fire Chief of the district in which the proposed operations are to 

be conducted, and the Kalamazoo County Health Department for review, investigation and 

report concerning the same w ithin the ensuing 21 -day period. All reports shall be 

requested to be in writing and returned to the Township Clerk within said period. Each 

person or department/agency to whom the application is referred shall determine if the 

applicant and proposed opera tion complies with the laws, rules and regulations pertinent to 

such department/agency or official and with the terms of the within ordinance. It shall 

further be incumbent upon the police chief to ascertain the criminal record, if any, of the 

applicant, t o the best of said police chief's ability.  

B. Personal interview and inspection. The applicant shall cooperate with the department or 

official reviewing and investigating the application including providing access to the 

proposed place of business and any other similar businesses operated by the ap plicant and 

submission to a personal interview before such official or department relevant to the 

application and the proposed business activity.  

C. Township board actions. Upon receipt of all reports from the respective departments 

and officials relevant  to an application, the Township Clerk shall forward copies of the 

same to each member on the Township Board and shall schedule the application for 

decision by said Board at the next regular meeting of said Board affording not less than 

one week for review  of said application and the reports thereto. The Clerk shall further 

notify the applicant of the time and date scheduled for decision by the Township Board and 

invite the applicant to be present if he or she so desires at the appointed time. The 

applicant  should be prepared to answer questions of the Board members at such time and 

shall be allowed to make any comments or statements to the Board the applicant may 

wish to submit at such meeting. Where the applicant is a corporation, partnership, or other 

typ e of organization it may be represented at said meeting by any officer authorized to 

speak on its behalf.  

D. Decision on issuance of license. The Township Board shall either, at the aforesaid 

scheduled meeting or at the next following regular meeting of t he Board by a majority vote 

of those members attending, grant or deny the requested license. If the license is denied, 

the Board shall set forth its reasons therefor which shall be incorporated in the minutes of 
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the meeting and furnished in writing to the applicant within 8 days following said meeting 

in accordance with the Open Meetings Act of the State of Michigan.  

E. The Township Board of Charter Township of Kalamazoo is hereby given authority to 

establish by resolution at any regular public meeting a s chedule of fees for licensing 

pursuant to this Ordinance, provided that said fees are reasonable and bear a reasonable 

relationship to the cost and expense of administering said licensing. Said governing body 

shall further have the right to amend the afore mentioned resolution from time to time 

within the foregoing limits of reasonableness. Upon the filing of an application for a license 

or its renewal, the applicant for a massage business license shall pay to the Township the 

annual licensing fee as establi shed by the aforementioned resolution which shall entitle the 

licensee to operate its proposed business in accordance with the terms of the within 

Ordinance and the other laws and statutes pertinent thereto at the designated location for 

a period of 12 mon ths from and after the date of issuance. Similarly, an applicant for a 

masseur, masseuse or massage technician license or its renewal shall pay to the Township 

an annual license fee as established in the aforementioned resolution which shall entitle 

said i ndividual to engage in massage business activities within the Township in compliance 

with the within Ordinance and the other laws and statutes pertinent thereto for a period of 

12 months following the date of issuance of such license.  

F. License renewal. All licenses issued under the within Ordinance shall be subject to 

renewal for an additional 12 -month period by payment of the appropriate annual license 

fee provided all the terms of the within Ordinance and other laws and statutes pertinent 

thereto have been fully complied with by the applicant during the preceding 12 -month 

period of the previous license. A renewal license may be issued by the Township Clerk 

without the necessity of further Township Board action but may be referred to the 

Township Board b y said Clerk if any question exists with respect to the issuance of the 

same and shall be so referred if the Clerk determines to deny such renewal. The Township 

Board shall consider such denial of renewal at a regular meeting of the Board at which the 

lice nsee is invited to attend and present any defenses to such denial. Notice of such 

meeting shall be given to the licensee not less than seven days previous to such meeting 

in person or by certified mail at the last known address of such licensee. The Townsh ip 

shall describe in writing its reasons for any denial and deliver the same as aforesaid to the 

licensee within eight days following the decision. If a license renewal has been applied for 

at least 30 days prior to its termination, the licensee may contin ue to operate under the 

previously issued license until the license has either been renewed or denied by the 

Township Board.  

(Ord. No. 400, 5 -11 -92; Ord. No. 407, 12 -14 -92; Ord. No. 415, 8 -9-93; Ord. No. 441, 2 -

26 -96; Ord. No. 566, § II, 9 -10 -12)  

 

251 .00 8 -  Criteria for the issuance of licenses under the within Ordinance.  

No license shall be issued or renewed to any applicant hereunder unless the premises and 

person or persons involved comply with the following criteria requirements, conditions and 

limita tions:  

A. Zoning. The business activities are conducted within an area properly zoned for the 

same and in accordance with the zoning restrictions pertinent thereto.  

B. Security lockers. Every such business shall be equipped with security lockers capable of 

being locked by the patron and of sufficient size and number as will permit the storage of 

all items of clothing and personal property of the patron while in attendance at the 

establishment.  

C. Separate facilities. Where male and female patrons are to be served, each 

establishment shall be furnished with separate facilities for each sex which facility shall 

include as a minimum the following:  
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1. Deleted  

2. A wash basin  

3. A toilet  

4. A dressing room  

Where steam room and/or sauna facilities are provided , separate such facilities shall be 

maintained for each sex. Any massage room must be incapable of being locked from the 

interior and may be singular in number.  

D. Employees' facilities. Each massage room shall be equipped with or have immediately 

availab le thereto not less than one wash basin providing hot and cold running water and 

supplied with soap and sanitary towels for the use of the masseurs, masseuses or massage 

technicians operating therein.  

E. Size and lighting. No massage room shall be less th an 50 square feet in area and shall 

be provided with artificial lighting of no less intensity than 40 watts.  

F. Health and safety. All facilities shall comply with all fire, safety and health rules and 

regulations pertinent thereto.  

G. Operating conditio ns and limitations.  

1. Hours of operation. No massage business shall operate between the hours of 12:00 

midnight and 7:00 o'clock a.m.  

2. Licenses. All licenses issued under the within Ordinance pertinent to the massage 

business shall be prominently disp layed upon the premises for the convenient view of 

all patrons.  

3. Listing of services available. A list of services available at the business including the 

cost of such services shall be prominently displayed for the convenient view of all 

patrons in the  premises written in readily understandable English language. No owner, 

operator, manager or other responsible party shall permit and no masseuse, masseur 

or massage technician or other employee shall offer to perform any services to a 

patron other than th ose so posted upon the premises.  

4. Towels and linens. The premises shall at all times be equipped with an adequate 

supply of clean sanitary towels, coverings and linens stored in appropriate sanitary 

cabinets prior to use. The same shall not be reused on  any additional patron until they 

have been properly laundered in detergents and properly operating washing machines. 

Disposable coverings and towels may be utilized in lieu of the foregoing provided the 

same are disposed of after each patron's use in appr opriate sanitary receptacles.  

5. Cleaning. All rooms and facilities used by patrons, employees and massage 

technicians shall be maintained in a clean and sanitary condition. All showers, wash 

basins, toilets, steam and sauna rooms shall be thoroughly clea ned with a disinfectant 

solution not less than once each day that the premises are open to patrons and more 

frequently as may be needed for proper sanitation. All instruments utilized in 

performing a massage shall not be used on more than one patron until the same has 

[have] been sterilized through appropriate sterilizing equipment. Reusable table 

coverings upon massage tables shall be disinfected between each massage with 

approved disinfectant chemicals. Disinfecting chemicals shall be stored in separate 

containers and areas clearly differentiating the same from those solutions, lubricants 

and other solvents used in performing a massage.  

6. Skin disorders. No massages shall be administered to patrons or by masseurs, 

masseuses or massage technicians who hav e open sores or other visual signs of skin 

contagion or communicable disease, rash or infection.  

7. Clothing. All masseurs, masseuses and massage technicians shall be fully clothed 

while preforming a massage in clean, non - transparent garments that completely cover 
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the legs to at least four (4) inches above the middle of the knee, the torso, the 

genita ls, and the chest and/or breasts. Coverings shall be available to patrons for use 

in covering their genitals and female breasts during a massage and shall not be used 

on more than one patron until the same have been appropriately laundered in 

detergents.  

8. Intoxicants. No person shall enter or be allowed to remain in any part of a massage 

establishment while in the possession of, consuming or using any alcoholic beverages 

or drugs except pursuant to a prescription for such drugs. The owner, manager or 

oth er party or parties in charge of the operations shall be responsible for securing 

compliance with the within requirement and shall remove any person from the 

premises who violates the same.  

9. Repealed. Ord. No. 400 § IV, adopted May 11, 1992 repealed sub section (9).  

10. No masseur, masseuse or massage technician shall massage or offer to massage 

the genital area of any patron nor the breasts of any female patron and no patron or 

proprietor shall permit any such massage.  

11. No massages shall be permitte d upon patrons under the age of 18 years unless 

said patron is accompanied by their parent or legal guardian.  

H. Personnel and employee qualifications.  

1. No license shall be issued or renewed to any applicant who has made any material 

false statement in  the license application or during the interviews or licensed [license] 

proceedings pertinent thereto.  

2. No license shall be issued or renewed to any applicant who has failed to cooperate in 

the investigation and review of the application for such licens e; to any applicant who 

has within the past three years preceding the date of the application been convicted of 

any criminal sexual conduct, gross indecency, disorderly conduct, unlawful obscenity, 

drug abuse, or other felony; or, in the case of a partners hip, firm, corporation or other 

organization has had an officer, director, manager or supervisor so convicted; to any 

applicant who is under the age of 18 years or has any employees or personnel actively 

engaged in the business under such age; to any appli cant who has previously, within 

the past three years, had any similar license lawfully denied, revoked or suspended by 

any state or municipality of competent jurisdiction; to any applicant who is infected 

with any contagious or communicable disease capable  of being transmitted during the 

normal course of a massage, or has any employees, personnel, officers, managers or 

directors so infected if said employees, personnel, officers, managers, or directors 

perform massages; to any applicant who is determined to  be incompetent, uneducated 

and/or inexperienced in the field of massage if said applicant proposes to hold himself 

or herself out as a trained masseur, masseuse or massage technician educated, 

qualified or trained to perform therapeutic massages; nor to a ny applicant whose 

reputation within the community in which the applicant has resided or engaged in 

business during the preceding three -year period is associated with crime, drug abuse, 

alcoholism, sexual promiscuity, disorderly conduct or dishonesty.  

(Or d. No. 400, 5 -11 -92; Ord. No. 407, 12 -14 -92; Ord. No. 415, 8 -9-93)  

 

251 .009 -  Periodic inspections.  

The enforcing officer or officers of the Township shall have the right to make periodic 

inspections of each licensee during regular business hours for the purpose of determining 

that the provisions of the license and the within Ordinance are being complied with. Upon 

making any such inspection, the inspector shall submit to the licensee or person in charge 

of the operations proper credentials disclosing his or her official position with the 

Township. Such inspections shall not be more frequently than monthly except in case of 
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receipt of sworn complaints requiring earlier inspection. The results of the same shall be 

filed with the Township Clerk for the inform ation of the Township Board in considering the 

renewal, suspension or revocation of any license.  

 

251 .010 -  Suspension or revocation of license.  

Any license issued under the within Ordinance may be revoked or suspended during the 

12 -month period of its is suance as a result of any violations of the terms and conditions of 

said license and the within Ordinance. Such revocation or suspension shall be determined 

by the Township Board at a regular meeting of said Board preceded by notice to the 

licensee of the proposed action and the time, date, and place of the meeting pertinent 

thereto. The licensee shall have an opportunity to present any evidence or arguments on 

behalf of the licensee at such time. The extent of the suspension or revocation shall be in 

the d iscretion of the Township Board and shall be based upon the nature of the violation or 

violations which have occurred, the frequency thereof, and the likelihood of their correction 

with respect to future operations. A licensee shall be entitled to at least  seven days prior 

notice in writing delivered to the place of business of any proposed suspension or 

revocation and the time, date and place of the meeting concerning the same. The reasons 

for any suspension or revocation shall be set forth in writing and mailed to the licensee at 

the last known address of such licensee within eight days after the Township Board 

decision concerning the same.  

 

251 .011 -  Sale or transfer of license.  

Any license issued under the within Ordinance shall be personal to the licen see named 

therein and shall not be transferable nor assignable to any other person, firm, partnership 

or corporation. Any sale of a major interest in a corporation, partnership or other 

organization shall be considered a sale of the business terminating th e license issued 

hereunder. The foregoing shall be without prejudice to a new owner or proposed owner or 

operator to apply for a new license in compliance with the terms and conditions of the 

within Ordinance.  

 

251 .012 -  Nuisance per se.  

Any massage busin ess operated, conducted, or maintained contrary to the provisions of 

the within Ordinance and without the appropriate licenses pertinent thereto as herein set 

forth shall be unlawful and a public nuisance. The Township shall have the right and 

authority, i n addition to or in lieu of any criminal prosecution hereunder, to commence civil 

proceedings for the abatement or termination of said activity or to seek damages in 

connection therewith.  

 

251 .013 -  Sanctions.  

Any person, firm, association, partnership, c orporation or governmental entity who violates 

any of the provisions of this Ordinance shall be deemed to be responsible for a municipal 

civil infraction as defined by Michigan Statute which shall be punishable by a civil fine 

determined in accordance with  the following schedule:  

 

     Minimum Fine   Maximum Fine  

1st Offense within 3 -year period*   $75.00  $500.00  

2nd Offense within 3 -year period*   $150.00  $500.00  

3rd Offense within 3 -year period*   $325.00  $500.00  
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4th or More Offense  within 3 -year period *   $500.00  $500.00  

* Determined on the basis of the date of commission of the offense(s).  

 

  Additionally, the violator shall pay costs which may include all expenses, direct and 

indirect, to which Kalamazoo Charter Township has been put in connection wit h the 

municipal civil infraction. In no case, however, shall costs of less than $9.00 nor more than 

$500.00 be ordered. In addition, the Township shall have the right to proceed in any court 

of competent jurisdiction for the purpose of obtaining an injunct ion, restraining order, or 

other appropriate remedy to compel compliance with this Ordinance. Each day that a 

violation exists shall constitute a separate offense.  

(Ord. No. 427, 10 -24 -94)  

 

251 .014 -  Exemptions.  

The within Ordinance shall not apply to ac credited hospitals, nursing homes, sanitariums, 

or other licensed health care facilities, physicians, surgeons, chiropractors, osteopaths, 

physical therapists, registered nurses, and other establishments or professionals duly 

licensed under the laws of the  State of Michigan while engaged in the activities for which 

they are so licensed. It further shall not apply to barbers, beauticians, barber shops and 

beauty parlors licensed under the laws of the State of Michigan provided the massages 

therein involved a re limited to the head, shoulders, scalp, neck, hands and feet. It shall 

also not apply to public and parochial school and college athletic coaches and trainers while 

acting within the scope of their school employment.  

 

251 .015 -  Severability.  

The provisi ons of the within Ordinance are hereby declared to be severable and should any 

provision, section or part thereof be declared invalid or unconstitutional by any court of 

competent jurisdiction, such decision shall only affect the particular provision, sect ion or 

part thereof involved in such decision and shall not affect or invalidate the remainder of 

such Ordinance which shall continue in full force and effect.  

 

251 .016 -  Effective date.  

This Ordinance shall take effect on September 1, 1978. All ordinance s or parts of 

ordinances in conflict herewith are hereby repealed.  

Adopted July 24, 1978.  
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Ord. No. 270 - SEWER USE Ord. No. 270 Effective: October 1, 1980 
An Ordinance to regulate and control the construction, installation, extension, service 

connec tion and operation of public sewer mains and public sewer service within the 

Charter Township of Kalamazoo, Kalamazoo County, Michigan to regulate discharges into 

public sewer mains; to provide for an industrial cost recovery system; to provide for 

service  charges for persons utilizing such public sewer system; to provide for penalties for 

the violation of such ordinance and to repeal all ordinances or parts of ordinances in 

conflict therewith.  

 

THE CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF KALAMAZOO, KALAMAZOO COUNTY, MICHIGAN  ORDAINS:  

 

270 .001 -  Definitions .  

As used in this Ordinance, the following words, terms and phrases shall have the following 

meanings:  

     Biochemical oxygen demand or "BOD 5 " means the quantity of oxygen utilized in the 

biochemical oxidation of organic matter under standard laboratory procedure in five days 

at 20;deg; centigrade, expressed in terms of weight and concentration as millig rams per 

liter.  

     Capital charges shall mean those amounts paid by each premise connected to the 

treatment works to pay the debt service requirements and capital expenditures to enlarge 

or improve the wastewater facilities.  

     Chemical Oxygen Demand  or "COD" means the quantity of oxygen utilized in the 

chemical oxidation of organic matter, expressed in terms of milligrams per liter.  

     Compatible pollutant means those pollutants which the wastewater system is or may be 

designed to produce or remov e from wastewater in accordance with its NPDES Permit.  

     Cooling water means the water discharged from any use such as air conditioning, 

refrigeration, or other cooling to which the only pollutant added is heat.  

     Direct water cooling means the use  of water as a refrigerant or as a primary heat 

transfer medium.  

     Director means the Township Supervisor or Superintendent or his designee or 

authorized representative as determined and approved by the Township Board.  

     FWPCA means the Federal Wat er Pollution Control Act, as amended, or as that Act may 

be hereafter amended.  

     Garbage means solid waste from the domestic or commercial preparation, cooking, 

dispensing, storage, handling or sale of food.  

     Indirect water cooling means the use o f water to extract heat from a refrigerant or as a 

secondary heat transfer medium.  

     Industrial Cost Recovery (ICR) Charge shall mean that amount assessed each industrial 

user as defined in Section 1 to repay that portion of all federal grant amounts a llocable to 

the treatment of wastes from the industrial users of the wastewater facilities and capacity 

committed to their use.  

     Industrial or Commercial Wastes means the wastewater from the place of the user's 

business, trade, or profession.  

     In dustrial User shall mean, for the purpose of Industrial Cost Recovery:  

(a)  Any nongovernmental, nonresidential user of the treatment works which discharges 

more than:   

1)  25,000 gal/day  
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and/or  

2)  52 lbs./day BOD 5  

and/or  

3)  60 lbs./day S.S.  

  

of sanitary  waste and which is identified in the Standard Industrial Classification Manual, 

1972, Office of Management and Budget, as amended and supplemented under one of the 

following divisions:  

Division A ð Agriculture, forestry, and fishing  

Division B ð Mining  

Division D ð Manufacturing  

Division E ð Transportation, communications, electric, gas and sanitary services  

Division I ð Services  

In determining the amount of a user's discharge for purposes of industrial cost recovery, 

the Township may exclude domestic wastes or discharges from sanitary conveniences; or  

(b)  Any user of the treatment works that discharges wastewater to the treatment  works 

which contains toxic pollutants or poisonous solids, liquids, or gases in sufficient quantity 

either singly or by interaction with other wastes to contaminate the sludge of any 

municipal system, or to injure or to interfere with any sewage treatment  process, or which 

constitutes a hazard to humans or animals, creates a public nuisance, or creates any 

hazard in, or has an adverse effect on the waters receiving any discharge from the 

treatment works.  

     Industrial user shall mean, for the purpose of  the User Charge System, any user of the 

treatment works which:  

(a)  Is identified in the Standard Industrial Classification Manual, 1972, Office of 

Management and Budget, as amended, and supplemented under the following divisions:  

Division A ð Agricultur e, forestry and fishing  

Division B ð Mining  

Division D ð Manufacturing  

Division E ð Transportation, communications, electric, gas and sanitary services  

Division I ð Services; or  

(b)  Discharges wastewater containing pollutants which may interfere with the treatment 

process, may be toxic or incompatible, may interfere with the processing or disposal of the 

sludge, or may have an adverse effect on the receiving stream; or  

(c)  By definition, any industrial user for the purpose of industrial cost recovery shall also 

be an industrial user for the purpose of the user charge system.  

     Infiltration shall mean water other than wastewater that enters a sewer system 

(including building drains and building sewers) from the ground through such means as 

defective  pipes, defective pipe joints, defective connections, or defective manholes. 

Infiltration does not include, and is distinguished from, inflow.  

     Infiltration inflow (I/I) shall mean the total quantity of water from both infiltration and 

inflow without distinguishing the source.  

     Inflow shall mean water other than wastewater that enters a sewer system (including 

building drains and building sewers) from sources such as roof leaders, cellar drains, yard 

drains, area drains, foundation drains, drains from springs and swampy areas, manhole 

covers, cross connections between storm sewers and sanitary sewers, catch basins, cooling 
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towers, storm waters, surface runoff, street wash waters, or drainage. Inflow does not 

include, and is distinguished from, infi ltration.  

     Major contributory industry means an industrial user of the wastewater system that:  

(1)  Has a flow of 50,000 gallons or more per average workday; or  

(2)  Has a flow greater than 5% of the flow carried by the municipal system receiving the 

waste; or  

(3)  Has in its waste a toxic pollutant in toxic amounts as defined in standards issued under 

Section 307 of the FWPCA, or by the Director; or  

(4)  Is found by the Director or State of Michigan, in connection with the NPDES Permit 

issued to the Cha rter Township of Kalamazoo to have significant impact, either singly or in 

combination with other contributing industries, on the wastewater system or upon the 

quality of the effluent from the wastewater system.  

     Mg/l means milligrams per liter.  

     Natural outlet means any outlet into a watercourse, pond, ditch, lake, or body of 

surface or groundwater.  

     Nonindustrial user shall mean all users of the wastewater facilities not classified as an 

Industrial User for purposes of the user charge syste m.  

     NPDES or National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System means the program for 

issuing, conditioning and denying permits for the discharge of pollutants from point 

sources into the navigable waters, territorial seas, and contiguous zone of the Uni ted 

States pursuant to Section 402 of the FWPCA.  

     pH means the logarithm of the reciprocal of the weight of hydrogen ions in grams per 

liter of solution.  

     Pollutant means dredged spoil, solid waste, incinerator residue, sewage, garbage, 

sewage sl udge, munitions, chemical wastes, biological materials, radioactive materials, 

heat, wrecked or discarded equipment, rock, sand, cellar dirt, and industrial, residential 

and agricultural waste.  

     Pollution means the manmade and man - induced alteration o f the chemical, physical, 

biological, or radiological integrity of water.  

     Pretreatment means application of physical, chemical and/or biological processes to 

reduce the amount of pollutants in or alteration of the nature of the pollutant properties i n 

wastewater prior to discharging such wastewater into the wastewater system.  

     Pretreatment standards means all applicable rules and regulations implementing 

Section 307 of the FWPCA, as well as any nonconflicting state or local standards which 

may require more restrictive treatment of wastewater under the circumstances describe d 

in Section 307.  

     Properly shredded garbage means garbage that has been shredded to such a degree 

that no particle shall be larger than ½ inch or 1/27 centimeter in any dimension and all 

particles can be carried freely in the wastewater under the flo w conditions normally 

prevailing in the wastewater system.  

     Recovered amounts shall mean that revenue generated as a result of the Industrial 

Cost Recovery System.  

     Recovery period shall mean 30 years or the useful life of the treatment works, 

wh ichever is less, except as otherwise defined herein.  

     Retained amounts shall mean 50 percent of the recovered amounts.  

     Sanitary sewer means a pipe or system of pipes that convey wastewaters from 

residences, commercial buildings, industrial plant s, institutions, or other structures as a 

part of the wastewater collection system.  
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     Sludge shall mean the accumulated solids separated from liquids during the treatment 

of wastewaters.  

     Storm drain or storm sewer means any drain or sewer intende d expressly for the 

conveyance of storm water and surface water, street wash, or drainage or other unpolluted 

water.  

     Suspended solids means the total suspended matter that floats on the surface or, is 

suspended in, wastewater and that is removable by  laboratory filtering.  

     Township means the Charter Township of Kalamazoo, Kalamazoo County, Michigan.  

     User means any person who discharges or causes or permits the discharge of 

wastewater into the wastewater system and/or the owner or occupant o f any property 

from which said discharge is made.  

     Wastewater means water, or any liquid, whether or not containing pollutants, which is 

discharged or permitted to be discharged into the wastewater system.  

     Wastewater system means the complete wa stewater collection, treatment and disposal 

system of the Township including all works, instrumentalities, or properties used or useful 

therein.  

     Watercourse means any natural channel or body of water in which a flow of water 

occurs either continuousl y or intermittently.  

 

270 .002 -  Operation on rate basis.  

From and after the effective date of this Ordinance, the wastewater system shall be 

operated and maintained on a rate basis pursuant to the provisions of any contractual 

agreement by and between the  Township and the City of Kalamazoo and as may be 

supplemented by the Township Board.  

 

270 .003 -  Management of system.  

The wastewater water system of the Township shall be and remain under the 

management, supervision and control of the Township Director w ho may employ or 

designate such person or persons in such capacity or capacities as he deems advisable to 

carry out the efficient management and operation of the system with the approval of the 

Township Board. The Director may make such rules, orders or re gulations as he deems 

advisable and necessary to assure the efficient management and operation of the system, 

and to provide equitable charges for the services thereof.  

 

270 .004 -  System records and budget.  

(a)  The Township Treasurer shall cause to be mai ntained and kept proper books of records 

and account in which shall be made full and correct entries of all transactions relating to 

the wastewater system. Not later than three months after the close of the fiscal year, the 

Treasurer shall cause to be prep ared a statement, in reasonable detail, showing the cash 

income and disbursements of the system at the beginning and close of the operating year, 

and such other information as may be necessary to enable any taxpayer of the Township 

or user of the service f urnished to be fully informed as to all matters pertaining to the 

financial operation of the system during such year.  

(b)  A budget showing in detail the estimated costs of administration, operation, and 

maintenance of the wastewater system of the next ens uing fiscal year, including billings, 

accounting, postage, and related costs and including an amount equal to any bond 

principal and interest due to be paid in said year, shall be prepared by the Township 

Treasurer, which budget shall be subject to the app roval of the Township Board. The 

amounts transferred into the operation and maintenance fund during each year shall not 
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exceed the amount set forth in such budget, unless approved by vote of the Township 

Board.  

 

270 .005 -  Use of public sewers.  

(a)  Deposit ing wastes on public or private property. It shall be unlawful for any person to 

place, deposit, or permit to be deposited in any unsanitary manner on public or private 

property within the Township, in any area under the jurisdiction of the Township, any 

human or animal excrement, industrial waste, garbage or objectionable waste.  

(b)  Discharging wastewater to natural outlet. It shall be unlawful to discharge to any 

natural outlet within the Township, in any area under the jurisdiction of the Township, any 

wastewater or other polluted waters except where suitable treatment has been provided in 

accordance with all applicable rules and regulations of local, state, and federal regulatory 

agencies.  

(c)  Privies, septic tanks, cesspools. Except for facilities approved by the appropriate 

County Health Department in accordance with the County Public Health Code, Sewage 

Disposal Regulation, it shall be unlawful to construct or maintain any privy, privy vault,  

septic tank, cesspool, or other facility intended or used for the disposal of wastewater 

within the Township.  

 

270 .006 -  Connection charges.  

Owners or occupants desiring to connect any premises with any sanitary sewer shall pay 

for such connecting sewer at a rate to be determined by the Township Board from time to 

time.  

 

270 .007 -  Permit to connect generally; compatibility study.  

(a)  Permits for connections with sanitary sewers shall be issued by such persons as shall 

be designated by the Director. Such a permit shall not be issued until all assessments due 

and the charge for sewer connections have been paid and until the Director has 

determined that there is capacity available for the wastewater to be discharged in all 

downstream sewers, lift stations, force mains, and compatible wastes.  

(b)  The Director may require from any proposed user or from any existing user who is 

altering the composition of the wastewater, a compatibility study to demonstrate to the 

satisfaction of the Director that the wastewater to be discharged is compatible with the 

existing wastewater system, will not adversely affect the wastewater system. Such study 

shal l be at the expense of the user.  

 

270 .008 -  Unauthorized connections.  

No person not duly authorized shall make any connection with any of the sanitary sewers, 

or tap any main, lateral or private connecting sanitary sewer.  

 

270 .009 -  Limitations on wastew ater discharging; pre - treatment.  

 (a)  If any waters or wastes are discharged or are proposed to be discharged to the public 

sewers, which waters contain the substances or possess the characteristics enumerated in 

section 10 [156.010], and which, in the jud gment of the Director, may deleteriously affect 

the wastewater system or carry through the system untreated any pollutant regulated by 

the NPDES Permit issued to the City of Kalamazoo; or constitute a hazard to human or 

animal life or to any watercourse re ceiving the treated effluent of the wastewater system; 

or violate any pretreatment standards hereinafter established; or cause the wastewater 
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system to violate its NPDES Permit or other applicable receiving water standards, the 

Director may:  

(1)  Reject th e wastes  

(2)  Require pre - treatment to an acceptable condition for discharge to the public sewers  

(3)  Require control over the quantities and rates of discharge, and/or  

(4)  Require payment to cover added cost of handling and treating the wastes not covered 

by existing taxes or sewer use charges.  

(b)  If the Director permits or requires the pre - treatment or equalization of waste flows, the 

design and installation of the plans and equipment shall be subject to the review and 

approval of the State of Michigan, D epartment of Natural Resources, in accordance with 

the laws of the State of Michigan and regulations promulgated thereunder. The property 

owner shall not commence construction of such facility until he has obtained such 

approvals in writing from the Direct or and appropriate state agencies.  

(c)  All major contributing industrial users as defined in Section 1 of the treatment facilities 

shall pre - treat any pollutant in its wastewater which may interfere with, pass through 

untreated, reduce the utility of muni cipal sludge, or otherwise be incompatible with the 

treatments works. Pre - treatment of such pollutants shall be in accordance with Section 

307 of Public Law 92 -500, 40 CFR 403, and as determined by the Director. All owner(s) of 

any source to which pre - trea tment standards are applicable shall be in compliance with 

such standards within the shortest reasonable time, but not later than the date of 

compliance required by 40 CFR 403 or the date established by the Director, whichever first 

occurs. All owner(s) of  any source to which pretreatment standards are applicable shall 

submit to the Director semi -annual notices regarding specific actions taken to comply with 

such standards. Such notice shall be submitted on the first day of the months of April and 

October.  

(d)  If any major contributing industrial user proposes to pre - treat its wastes, the design 

and installation of the plants and equipment shall be subject to the review and approval of 

the Director.  

 

270 .010 -  Prohibited discharging.  

No person shall convey , deposit, or cause or allow to be discharged, conveyed, or 

deposited into the wastewater system any pollutant other than a compatible pollutant 

which the system expressly agrees to accept from a user, or any wastewater containing 

any of the following:  

(a )  Oils and grease. Fats, wax, grease, or oils in excess of 100 mg/l or containing 

substances which may solidify or become viscous at temperatures between 0;deg; and 

65;deg; centigrade at the point of discharge into the wastewater system, or concentrations 

or amounts of oil, or grease from industrial facilities violating pre - treatment standards.  

(b)  Explosive mixtures. Liquids, solids, or gases which by reason of their nature or quantity 

are, or may be, sufficient either alone or by interaction with other s ubstances to cause fire 

or explosion. Such prohibited materials include, but are not limited to, gasoline, kerosene, 

naphtha, benzene, toluene, xylene, ethers, alcohols, ketones, aldehydes, peroxides, 

chlorates, perchlorates, bromates, and carbides.  

(c)  Noxious materials. Solids, liquids, or gases from processes employed in the user's 

business, trade or profession which, either singly or by interaction with other wastes, are 

capable of creating a public nuisance or hazard to life, or are or may be sufficie nt to 

prevent entry into a sewer for maintenance or repair.  

(d)  Improperly shredded garbage. Garbage which is not properly shredded garbage as 

defined in this chapter.  
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(e)  Radioactive wastes. Radioactive wastes or isotopes, unless their disposal via 

wastewater is authorized by federal, state and local regulations, and then only when 

discharge into the wastewater system does not cause damage or a hazard to the system, 

the per sons operating the system, or the general public.  

(f)  Excessive levels of toxic substances. Any toxic substances in amounts which cannot be 

handled by the system or which exceed standards promulgated by the United States 

Environmental Protection Agency pu rsuant to Section 307(b) of the FWPCA, or toxic 

substances included in any regulations of the Michigan Department of Natural Resources 

which identify and prohibit discharge of toxic substances into the waters of the state.  

(g)  Untreatable pollutants. Any pollutant which deleteriously affects the wastewater system 

or process, or any pollutant which is regulated by the NPDES Permit issued to the City of 

Kalamazoo and which will pass untreated or unaffected by the treatment system.  

(h)  Discoloring pollutants . Any pollutant which imparts a color to the wastewater in the 

wastewater system, which color cannot be removed by the system's treatment process or 

which is prohibited by the NPDES.  

(i)  Solids. Solids or viscous substances in quantities of such size capa ble of causing 

obstruction to the flow of sewers, or other interference with the proper operation of the 

wastewater system such as, but not limited to, ashes, bones, cinders, sand, mud, straw, 

shavings, metal, glass, rags, feathers, tar, plastics, wood, wh ole blood, paunch manure, 

hair, fleshings or entrails.  

(k)  Temperature. A temperature greater than 65;deg;C (149;deg;F) or less than 30;deg;C 

(37.4;deg;F).  

 

270 .011 -  Water used for cooling purposes.  

(a)  Prevention of inflow. The purpose of this section is to prevent "inflow" as hereinbefore 

defined and the overloading of the sewers of the Township by the discharge thereinto of 

water used for cooling purposes.  

(b)  Equipment using water cooling; permit requirement. No equipment using direct or 

indirect wa ter cooling may be installed in the Township unless a means of water disposal 

other than discharge into the Township's sanitary sewers is provided. No person desiring to 

use any such equipment shall commence installing the same until there has been filed w ith 

the Director such information as in his judgment is necessary to enable him to determine 

whether or not such equipment meets the requirements of this section. No permit for the 

installation of any such equipment may be issued by the Township building i nspector 

involving a connection to the Township's storm sewers until a permit has been obtained 

from the Director.  

(c)  Shutting off equipment; right of entry. Any authorized agent of the Township may 

enter onto the premises of any person using water as a cooling medium for equipment, 

any time that the sewers connected to such equipment become overloaded, and may order 

such equipment shut off. In the event it is not so shut off promptly, such agent of the 

Township may shut the same off so that there cannot be any entry into the Township 

sewers during the period the same is overloaded.  

 

270 .012 -  Discharge into storm sewers.  

It shall be unlawful for any person to discharge or flow, or cause to be discharged or 

flowed, or permit or allow the same to be done from any premises owned or controlled by 

him, any water or fluid into any public storm sewer or drain or into any sewer, d rain or 

pipe connected with or emptying into any public storm sewer, except waters naturally 

resulting from rainfall or the melting of snow and ice, or unpolluted cooling waters as 

provided for in Section 11 [156.011].  
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(Ord. No. 566, § VI, 9 -10 -12)  

 

270 .013 -  Excessive discharge.  

 (a)  No discharge shall exceed the peak flow rate projected by the user as a condition 

precedent to connection to the wastewater system.  

(b)  No wastewater shall be discharged at a rate which upsets or interferes with the 

treatme nt process or causes a hydraulic surge in the wastewater system.  

(c)  No unpolluted water shall be discharged into the system if the discharge would increase 

the hydraulic load on the wastewater system.  

 

270 .014 -  Reporting violations.  

(a)  Notifying direc tor of hazardous discharges. If, for any reason, a person discharges, or 

causes or permits to be discharged, any pollutant or wastewater containing a pollutant into 

the wastewater system in violation of this Ordinance, that person shall immediately 

thereaf ter notify the Director of said discharge to enable the Director to take any action 

necessary for the protection of the system or the prevention of any health hazard. 

Notification shall be given either as soon as the person has reason to know of the 

discha rge, or immediately after the discharge, whichever is sooner.  

(b)  Information required to determine compliance. The Director may require a user of 

sewer services to provide information needed to determine compliance with this 

Ordinance. These requirements  may include:  

1.  Wastewaters' discharge peak rate and volume over a specified time period.  

2.  Chemical analyses of wastewaters.  

3.  Information on raw materials, processes, and products affecting wastewater volume 

and quality.  

4.  Quantity and disposition of specific liquid, sludge, oil, solvent, or other materials 

important to sewer use control.  

5.  A plot plan of sewers of the user's property showing sewer and pre - treatment facility 

location.  

6.  Details of wastewater pre - treatment facilities.  

7.  Details of  systems to prevent and control the losses of materials through spills to the 

municipal sewer. Any industry that has materials that could spill into the sewer system 

shall provide for containment of the material on site. Containment capacity shall be 

equal  to the storage capacity provided for liquids, oils, or other toxic materials stored 

at the plant.  

8.  Such other information as may be required by the NPDES Permit of the City of 

Kalamazoo.  

(c)  Measurements, tests and analyses; sampling. All measurements,  tests, and analyses of 

the characteristics of waters and wastes to which reference is made in this Section and 

other sections shall be determined in accordance with the latest edition of Standard 

Methods for the Examination of Water and Wastewater publish ed by the American Public 

Health Association. All tests shall conform to EPA Regulation 40 CFR 136 "Guidelines 

Establishing Test Procedures for Analysis of Pollutants". Sampling methods, location, 

times, durations, and frequencies are to be determined on a n individual basis subject to 

approval by the Director and other regulatory agencies.  

 

270 .015 -  Procedures for enforcement.  
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 (a)  Violation considered nuisance per se. A violation of the provisions of this Ordinance 

shall be considered a public nuisance p er se and any action authorized or permitted by law 

for the abatement of public nuisances may be instituted by the Township in regard to such 

violation.  

(b)  Terminating service. Whenever the Director finds that a violation of this Ordinance is 

occurring a nd presents an emergency which threatens immediate, serious harm to any 

portion of the wastewater system or which threatens to or does create an immediate 

health hazard, the user's wastewater service may be terminated by order of the Director, 

pending furt her investigation and hearing under Section 16 of this Ordinance.  

(c)  Legal action to recover damages. Whenever a person has violated any provision of this 

Ordinance, the Township may take any legal action necessary to recover damages 

sustained by the Tow nship as a result thereof. Such damages shall include, but are not 

limited to, lost revenues from the federal or state government and any fines or other 

penalties which are the result of the aforesaid violation.  

 

270 .016 -  Termination of service.  

 (a)  Aut hority to terminate. The Director shall have the authority to terminate wastewater 

service to any user who attempts to violate or violates any provision of this Ordinance, or 

who in any way attempts to avoid, delay, prevent, or interfere with the execution  or 

enforcement of any provision of this Ordinance, or who fails to pay any charges levied 

against him, her, or it, whether regular or extraordinary, under this Ordinance or who 

attempts to violate or violates or attempts to avoid, delay, prevent or interf ere with the 

execution or enforcement of any rule or regulation promulgated by the Director for 

compliance with or execution of this Ordinance, or who fails to appear at a hearing to meet 

a charge against him, her or it under this Ordinance.  

(b)  Hearing p rocedures.  

1.  In addition to any remedies provided elsewhere in this Ordinance, whenever the 

Director has reason to believe that any user has committed or is committing an offense 

covered by Section 16(a), he may serve upon the user a written notice stati ng the nature 

of the alleged violation and describing the time for and the nature of required connection.  

2.  If the violation is not corrected as prescribed in the aforesaid notice, the Director may 

issue an order to the user to appear for a hearing and s how cause why service should not 

be terminated.  

3.  The aforesaid notice and order to show cause shall be served upon the user by personal 

service, or in lieu thereof by certified mail, return receipt requested, to the user's last 

known address.  

4.  The he aring shall be conducted by a hearing officer appointed by the Township Board 

who shall render a written decision determining whether the user's service shall be 

terminated and stating reasons therefor. Admissibility of evidence at the hearing shall be 

wit hin the discretion of the hearing officer.  

5.  The user shall be entitled to be represented at the hearing in person or by an attorney 

at his own expense and shall be entitled to examine witnesses for the Township and 

present evidence on his own behalf. A record shall be made of the proceedings but such 

record need not be verbatim.  

6.  The user whose service is terminated without prior hearing may request such a hearing 

as described in Section 16 [156.016] (b)(4) and (5) above, to permit him to show why his 

service should not have been terminated and should be resumed. Such requests shal l be 

granted, but service shall not be resumed unless so ordered by the hearing officer.  
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270 .017 -  Inspection and monitoring of users.  

 (a)  Users subject to inspection. Industrial or commercial users of the wastewater system 

are subject to inspection of their facilities and records pertaining to raw material use at the 

request of the Director during all reasonable business hours, and in an emergency at any 

time. Said inspections may include, but are not limited to, monitoring of these users' 

operations. T he Director shall recognize that proper identification is necessary for access to 

the facilities and shall arrange any appropriate prior security clearances.  

(b)  Hours of inspection. The premises of any user may be inspected at all reasonable hours 

for th e purpose of determining whether any violation of this Ordinance exists.  

(c)  Structures, meters for monitoring wastes. When required by the Director, the owner(s) 

of any property serviced by a building sewer carrying industrial wastes shall install a 

suit able structure(s) together with such necessary meters and other appurtenances in the 

building sewer to facilitate observation, sampling, and measurement of the wastes. Such 

structure, when required, shall be accessibly and safely located, and shall be cons tructed 

in accordance with plans approved by the Director. The structure shall be installed by the 

owner(s) at his expense and shall be maintained by him so as to be safe and accessible at 

all times. Following approval and installation, such meters may not  be removed without 

consent of the Director.  

(d)  Warrants for inspection; emergencies. If a user refuses to grant the Director entry 

upon request, the Director may seek an administrative warrant for an inspection from any 

court authorized to issue search warrants under Michigan law. In an emergency which 

creates an immediate and substantial danger to persons or property, the premises of a 

user may be inspected at any time and without permission or a warrant.  

(e)  Confidential information. No trade secret or patented process disclosed to the Director 

under this Ordinance shall be disclosed to other nongovernmental persons. Such 

information shall be confidential and exempt from release to nongovernmental persons, in 

accordance with Section 13(1)(g) of the Michigan Freedom of Information Act.  

 

270 .018 -  Rules and regulations.  

(a)  With approval of the Township Board and for the purpose of preventing, discontinuing, 

or correcting any violations of this Ordinance, the Di rector may adopt and establish rules 

and regulations for the enforcement of this Ordinance.  

(b)  Rules and regulations adopted under this section may include, but are not limited to, 

imposing requirements upon industrial or commercial users to submit plans  for the pre -

treatment of wastewater, to install equipment to monitor the nature and quantity of the 

wastewater being discharged into the system, and/or to keep records.  

 

270 .019 -  Industrial cost recovery system.  

[ Repealed by Ord. No. 282 eff. March 19, 1982.]  

 

270 .020 -  Miscellaneous.  

 (a)  Storm water discharges.  

1)  No person(s) shall discharge or cause or permit to be discharged into the wastewater 

system any unpolluted waters, or any storm water, groundwater, roof drain runoff, 

subsurface drainage, f ooter drain discharge, cooling water, or similar liquid.  

2)  Whenever the Director shall find that any provision of this section is being violated, he 

shall issue a written order to the person(s) responsible for such condition(s), to remove 

such connectors  or drains from such sanitary sewer and to cease said unlawful discharge 

within 90 days after service of such order.  
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3)  The service of such order, as mentioned herein, may be made upon the person to whom 

it is directed, either by delivering the same to an d leaving it with any person in charge of 

the premises or by affixing a copy thereof in a conspicuous place on the entrance of such 

premises.  

4)  Storm water and other unpolluted drainage shall be discharged to such sewers as are 

specifically designated as  storm sewers or to a natural outlet approved by the Director and 

other regulatory agencies. Unpolluted industrial cooling water or process waters may be 

discharged, on approval of the Director and other regulatory agencies, to a storm sewer or 

natural out let.  

 

270 .021 -  Service charges.  

(a)  Basis of rates. The rates to be charged for wastewater service furnished by the 

wastewater system shall be charged to all buildings or premises having any connection 

with the system. Such rates shall be based upon the water consumption of the user's 

premises, including water from public and private supplies, or at the election of the user, 

the amount of wastewater discharged into the wastewater system, except that the service 

charge shall be based upon the size of the w ater meter.  

(b)  Premises not receiving water from township system. The owner of any building or a 

premises receiving water from any source other than a Township Water System shall 

register the same with the Director and shall, unless the owner is offered the option by the 

Director of having wastewater service charge determined on the basis of estimated flow 

and accepts such option, arrange to have suitable metering facilities installed at his own 

expense to measure such private supply. All meters shall be provided, maintained, and 

read by the City of Kalamazoo Water Department, for which the customer shall be charged 

the applicable water service charge in addition to the established charges for wastewater 

services. In any interim period allowed by the Direc tor prior to such installation, the 

Director may establish such charges as he deems equitable, considering the anticipated 

wastewater discharge.  

(c)  Rearranging pipes to eliminate charges for water not running to sanitary sewer. Any 

user of the wastewater  system may elect to rearrange his water supply pipes and metering 

for the purposes of eliminating from the total water consumption applicable to wastewater 

charges the water not running to the sanitary seers. All such arrangements shall be made 

subject to  the approval of the Director and the expense thereof, including installation, 

maintenance, and operation shall be borne by the user.  

(d)  Special agreements. No statement contained in this section shall be construed as 

preventing any special agreement or arrangement between the Township and any 

industrial user whereby any industrial waste of unusual strength or character may be 

accepted by t he Township for treatment. Any user who enters into a special agreement or 

arrangement with the Township shall be subject to all User and Industrial Cost Recovery 

charges as set forth herein in addition to the costs or fees established in the special 

agree ment. No special agreement shall be entered into which is in conflict with Section 307 

of Public Law 92 -500 or with any other state or federal law or regulation.  

 

270 .022 -  Establishment of user rates.  

(a)  Charges established by resolution; review, revisi on of charges. Each user of the 

treatment works shall pay charges at a rate which shall be established from time to time 

by resolution of the Township Board. The system of user charges and capital charges shall 

be reviewed biennially and revised periodical ly as required to insure that every user pays 

its proportionate share of such charges.  
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(b)  Charges for miscellaneous service, monitoring. In addition to said rates, each user shall 

pay the charges for miscellaneous service and monitoring as determined by the Director. 

The charges may be revised by the Director whenever in his opinion it is deemed 

appropriate. All charges shall be paid to the Township Treasurer, and all funds received as 

a result of the miscellaneous charges will be credited to the Wastewat er System Receiving 

Account.  

(c)  Charges for discharging prohibited material. Any person who is responsible for 

discharging prohibiting material shall be charged the actual expense incurred by the 

Township for the handling, treatment, and/or removal of sa id material in the wastewater 

system.  

(d)  Charges for damage to system. Any person who is responsible for damage to the 

wastewater system shall be charged the full cost of repair of the damage to the 

wastewater system. The cost shall include but is not li mited to labor, equipment, materials, 

administrative expense, interest on borrowed funds, engineering, legal or other 

professional fees, and charges to the Township by other utilities or departments.  

 

270 .023 -  Billing; responsibility for payment.  

Wastewater service charges shall be billed quarterly, except that customers billed monthly 

for water shall be billed monthly for the wastewater service charge. Each user shall be 

notified at least annually, in conjunction with a regular bill, of the rate a nd that portion of 

the user charges attributable to wastewater treatment services. The person paying or 

responsible for payment of the water bill shall, in like manner, be responsible for payment 

of the wastewater service bill.  

 

270 .024 -  Due dates and pe nalties.  

All charges for wastewater service shall become due and payable on the date indicated on 

each bill. Payments made after such date shall include an additional five percent of the 

amount due on the due date.  

 

270 .025 -  Liens and collection of delin quent accounts.  

The charges for wastewater service are hereby recognized to constitute a lien on the 

premises receiving such service. Whenever any such charge against any property shall be 

delinquent for 6 months, the Township Treasurer may certify to the tax assessing officer of 

the Township the fact of such delinquency, whereupon such charge shall be entered upon 

the next tax roll as a charge against such premises and shall be collected and the lien 

thereof enforced in the same manner as general Township taxes against such premises are 

collected and the lien thereof enforced. Nothing in this section, however, shall be deemed 

to prevent the Township from suing in a court of law to collect the amount due for 

wastewater service charges. In addition to the oth er remedies provided in this section, the 

Township shall have the right to shut off and discontinue the supply of water to any 

premises or to shut off the wastewater discharge into the public sewer system for the 

nonpayment of the wastewater service charge s when due.  

 

270 .026 -  Sanctions.  

Any person, firm, association, partnership, corporation or governmental entity who violates 

any of the provisions of this Ordinance shall be deemed to be responsible for a municipal 

civil infraction as defined by Michigan  Statute which shall be punishable by a civil fine 

determined in accordance with the following schedule:  
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Minimum Fine   Maximum Fine  

1st Offense within 3 -year period*   $75.00  $500.00  

2nd Offense within 3 -year period*   $150.00  $500.00  

3rd Offense within  3-year period*   $325.00  $500.00  

4th or More Offense  within 3 -year period *   $500.00  $500.00  

* Determined on the basis of the date of commission of the offense(s).  

 

Additionally, the violator shall pay costs which may include all expenses, direct and 

ind irect, to which Kalamazoo Charter Township has been put in connection with the 

municipal civil infraction. In no case, however, shall costs of less than $9.00 nor more than 

$500.00 be ordered. In addition, the Township shall have the right to proceed in an y court 

of competent jurisdiction for the purpose of obtaining an injunction, restraining order, or 

other appropriate remedy to compel compliance with this Ordinance. Each day that a 

violation exists shall constitute a separate offense. The foregoing sanct ions shall be in 

addition to all other rights which the Township may have as set forth herein.  

(Ord. No. 427, 10 -24 -94)  

 

270 .027 -  Saving clause.  

If any section, paragraph, clause or provisions of this Ordinance shall be held invalid for 

any reason by a court of competent jurisdiction, the same shall not affect the validity of 

any other provision of this Ordinance, which shall remain in full force a nd effect.  

 

270 .028 -  Effective date and repeal of inconsistent provisions.  

This Ordinance shall take effect immediately upon publication thereof. All ordinances or 

parts of ordinances in conflict herewith are hereby repealed.  

 

  



Page 67 of 269 

Ord. No. 271 - DEFERRED COMPENSATION Ord. No. 271 Effective: June 8, 1981 
An Ordinance to adopt a plan to provide for officers, officials, or employees of the Charter 

Township of Kalamazoo to enter into a deferred compensation agreement; to adopt the 

terms of said def erred compensation agreement to be entered into with any consenting 

officers, officials, or employees of the Township; and to repeal Ordinances 235, 237, 260, 

and any parts or portions of other ordinances inconsistent herewith.  

 

THE CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF KA LAMAZOO, KALAMAZOO COUNTY, MICHIGAN ORDAINS:  

 

271 .001 -  Deferred compensation plan.  

The Charter Township of Kalamazoo hereby establishes a deferred compensation plan 

whereby an officer, official, or employee of the Township may be eligible to defer that 

employee's compensation or a portion thereof, said deferred compensation to be paid by  

the Township or its agent to said officer, official, or employee according to the terms of the 

agreement with said person at a later date; said deferred compensation shall be for the 

purpose of providing future additional income for said officer, official , or employee and for 

deferring federal and State income tax liability resulting from said deferred compensation 

to the time of receipt by said person.  

 

271 .002 -  Plan terms.  

The Charter Township of Kalamazoo shall, by resolution, determine the precise te rms of all 

plans of deferred compensation, including but not limited to:  

1. The definition of employees and officers eligible to participate in the plan.  

2. The requirements for eligibility and enrollment under the plan.  

3. Any formula, percentage share, amounts or limitation on the amounts of compensation 

which eligible officers and employees may elect to defer under the plan.  

4. The normal retirement age under the plan.  

5. Administration of the plan.  

6. Investment of deferred compensation.  

7. The obliga tion of the Township for the payment of benefits to plan participants.  

(Ord. No. 474, § I, 8 -9-99; Ord. No. 502, 6 -24 -02)  

 

271 .003 -  Reserved.  

[Repealed by Ordinance No. 502, adopted June 24, 2002.]  

 

271 .004 -  Tax exemption.  

It is contemplated that all p lans provided for herein for deferment of compensation comply 

with Section 457 of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986, as amended, pertaining to 

deferred compensation plans. Any compensation of participant which is deferred hereunder 

is intended to not be ta xable until actually received by said participant or beneficiary of the 

participant. The administration of all plans and their operation and interpretation shall not 

be accomplished in such a manner as to result in said deferred compensation becoming 

taxab le before the time of receipt by said participant or beneficiary. Any provision 

contained herein or in any plans established hereunder resulting in the taxability prior to 

receipt of said deferred compensation shall be deemed to be null and void. However, 

although it is the belief of the Charter Township of Kalamazoo that all plans established 

hereunder result in deferment of federal income tax and Michigan income tax for 
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compensation deferred hereunder, no guarantee is given to any participant or beneficia ry 

as to its nontaxability and the Township assumes no responsibility in the event of any 

adverse tax consequences to any participant or beneficiary. Any provision of any plans or 

any Township regulations pertaining to deferred compensation which are contr ary to 

Internal Revenue Code sections or regulations shall be deemed to be superseded  by such 

Internal Revenue Code sections or regulations.  

(Ord. No. 502, 6 -24 -02)  

 

271 .005 -  Effective date; prior inconsistent ordinances.  

This Ordinance shall take effect immediately. Any ordinance or parts of ordinances 

inconsistent herewith shall be deemed to be repealed by this Ordinance and shall be of no 

further force and effect. However, the validity of any deferred compensation made b y 

Township participants pursuant to any previous plan shall not be affected by this 

Ordinance and plan but such previously executed agreements for deferring compensation 

shall be subject to the terms of this Ordinance and plan hereafter.  

     Adopted and Effective: June 8, 1981  
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Ord. No. 288 - DANGEROUS BUILDINGS Effective: December 4, 1982 
An Ordinance to secure the public peace, health, safety and welfare of the residents and 

property owners of the Township of Kalamazoo, Kalamazoo County, Michig an, by the 

regulation of dangerous buildings injurious to life or health; to provide for the means by 

way of hearings for the making safe or demolition of such dangerous buildings; to provide 

for the appointment of a hearing officer; to provide penalties f or the violation of said 

ordinance; to provide for assessment of the cost of said making safe or demolition of 

dangerous buildings; and to repeal all ordinances and parts of ordinances in conflict 

therewith.  

 

THE CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF KALAMAZOO, KALAMAZOO COUNTY, MICHIGAN, ORDAINS:  

 

288 .001 -  Title.  

This Ordinance shall be known and cited as the Kalamazoo Township Dangerous Buildings 

Ordinance.  

 

288 .002 -  Dangerous building defined.  

As used in this Ordinance, the term "dangerous building" means any buildin g or structure, 

residential or otherwise, which has any of the following defects or is in any of the following 

conditions:  

A.  Whenever any door, aisle, passageway, stairway or other means of ingress or egress 

does not conform to the Building Codes or fire  codes effective within the Township, it shall 

be considered that such building does not meet the requirements of this Ordinance.  

B.  Whenever any portion has been damaged by fire, wind, flood, or by any other cause in 

such a manner that the structural str ength or stability is appreciably less than it was 

before such catastrophe and is less than the minimum requirements of the Housing Law of 

the State of Michigan, being Act No. 167 of the Public Acts of 1917, as amended, or the 

Building Codes of the Townshi p for a new building or similar structure, purpose or location.  

C. Whenever any portion of member or appurtenance is likely to fall or to become 

detached or dislodged, or to collapse and thereby injure persons or damage property.  

D.  Whenever any portion has settled to such an extent that walls or other structural 

portions have materially less resistance to winds than is required in the case of new 

construction by the Housing Law of the State of Michigan, being Act No. 167 of the Public 

Acts of 1917, as am ended, or the Building Codes of the Township.  

E. Whenever the building or structure or any part, because of dilapidation, deterioration, 

decay, faulty construction, or because of the removal or movement of some portion of the 

ground necessary for the purp ose of supporting such building or portion thereof, or for 

other reason, is likely to fall or give way.  

F. Whenever for any reason whatsoever the building or structure or any portion is 

manifestly unsafe for the purpose for which it is used.  

G. When the building or structure has been so damaged by fire, wind or flood, or has 

become so dilapidated or deteriorated as to become an attractive nuisance to children who 

might play therein to their danger, or as to afford a harbor for vagrants, criminals or 

immor al persons, or as to enable persons to resort thereto for the purpose of committing a 

nuisance or unlawful or immoral acts.  

H.  Whenever a building or structure used or intended to be used for dwelling purposes, 

including the adjoining grounds, because of dilapidation, decay, damage, faulty 

construction or arrangement, or otherwise, is unsanitary or unfit for human habitation, is 
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in a condition that the health officer of the township or county of Kalamazoo determines is 

likely to cause sickness or disease, or is likely to injure the health, safety or general 

welfare of people living in the dwelling.  

I.  Whenever any building becomes vacant, dilapidated and open at door or window, leaving 

the interior of the building exposed to the elements or accessible to e ntrance by 

trespassers.  

J. Whenever a building or structure remains unoccupied for a period of 180 consecutive 

days or longer, and is not listed as being available for sale, lease or rent with a real estate 

broker licensed under Article 25 of the Occupati onal Code, Act No. 299 of the Public Acts of 

1980, being Sections 339.2501 to 339.2515 of the Michigan Compiled Laws, or (if the 

building or structure) has not been publicly offered for sale by the owner of the building or 

structure during said period. For  purposes of this subdivision, "building or structure" 

includes, but is not limited to, a commercial building or structure. This subdivision does not 

apply to either of the following:  

(i)  A building or structure as to which the owner or agent does both of  the following:  

(a)  Notifies the Kalamazoo Township Police Department that the building or 

structure will remain unoccupied for a period of 180 consecutive days. The notice 

shall be given to the Kalamazoo Township Police Department by the owner or agent 

no t more than 30 days after the building or structure becomes unoccupied.  

(b)  Maintains the exterior of the building or structure and adjoining grounds in 

accordance with this Ordinance or the building codes of the Charter Township of 

Kalamazoo.  

(ii)  A sec ondary dwelling of the owner that is regularly unoccupied for a period of 180 

days or longer each year, if the owner notifies the Kalamazoo Township Police 

Department that the dwelling will remain unoccupied for a period of 180 consecutive 

days or more eac h year. An owner who has given the notice prescribed by this 

subparagraph shall notify the Kalamazoo Township Police Department not more than 

30 days after the dwelling no longer qualifies for this exception. As used in this 

subparagraph, "secondary dwelli ng" means a dwelling such as a vacation home, 

hunting cabin or summer home, that is occupied by the owner or a member of the 

owner's family during part of year.  

K.  The term "dangerous building" shall also include any sign, fence, shed, lean - to, cellar or 

other structure which has become so rotted, broken, infirm or dilapidated so as to 

endanger persons or property.  

(Ord. No. 411, 3 -22 -93)  

 

288 .003 -  Prohibition.  

It shall be unlawful for any owner or agent thereof to keep or maintain any building or part 

thereof which is a dangerous building as defined in this ordinance.  

 

288 .004 -  Notice.  

A. When the whole or any part of any building or structure is found to be in a dangerous 

condition, the Township's Construction Code Enforcing Agency shall issue a noti ce of the 

dangerous condition.  

B.  The notice shall be served on each owner of or party in interest in the building or 

structure in whose name the property appears on the last local tax assessment records of 

the Township.  

C. The notice shall specify the t ime and place of a hearing on whether the building or 

structure is a dangerous building. The person to whom the notice is directed shall have the 
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opportunity to show cause at the hearing why the hearing officer should not order the 

building or structure to  be demolished, otherwise made safe, or properly maintained.  

D.  The notice shall be in writing and shall be served upon the person to whom the notice is 

directed either personally or by certified mail, return receipt requested, addressed to the 

owner or p arty in interest at the address shown on the tax records. If a notice is served 

upon a person by certified mail, a copy of the notice shall also be posted upon a 

conspicuous part of the building or structure. The notice shall be served upon the owner or 

party in interest at least ten days before the date of the hearing included in the notice.  

(Ord. No. 411, 3 -22 -93; Ord. No. 566, § VIII, 9 -10 -12)  

 

288 .005 -  Hearing officer; duties.  

A. The hearing officer shall be appointed by the Township Supervisor to se rve at his or her 

pleasure. The hearing officer shall be a person who has expertise in housing matters, 

including, but not limited to, an engineer, architect, building contractor, building inspector, 

or member of a community housing organization. An employ ee of the enforcing agency 

shall not be appointed as a hearing officer.  

B.  The Township's Construction Code Enforcing Agency shall file a copy of the notice of the 

dangerous condition of any building with the hearing officer.  

C. At a hearing prescribed by this Ordinance, the hearing officer shall take testimony of the 

Township's Construction Code Enforcing Agency, the owner of the property, and any 

interested party. Not more than five days after completion of the hearing, the hear ing 

officer shall render a decision either closing the proceedings or ordering the building or 

structure demolished, otherwise made safe, or properly maintained.  

D.  If the hearing officer determines that the building or structure should be demolished, 

oth erwise made safe, or properly maintained, the hearing officer shall so order, fixing a 

time in the order for the owner, agent or lessee to comply with the order. If the building is 

a dangerous building under Section II.J. [184.002(J)] of this Ordinance, th e order may 

require the owner or agent to maintain the exterior of the building and adjoining grounds 

owned by the owner of the building including, but not limited to, the maintenance of lawns, 

trees and shrubs.  

E. If the owner, agent or lessee fails to a ppear or neglects or refuses to comply with the 

order issued under subsection D, the hearing officer shall file a report of the findings and a 

copy of the order with the Township Board not more than five days after noncompliance by 

the owner and request th at necessary action be taken to enforce the order. If the 

Township Board has established a board of appeals, the hearing officer shall file the report 

of the findings and a copy of the order with the Board of Appeals and request that 

necessary action be ta ken to enforce the order. A copy of the findings and order of the 

hearing officer shall be served on the owner, agent or lessee in a manner prescribed in 

section IV.D. [184.004(D)] of this Ordinance.  

(Ord. No. 411, 3 -22 -93; Ord. No. 566, § VIII, 9 -10 -12)  

 

288 .006 -  Hearing before the Township Board or Board of Appeals.  

The Township Board or the Board of Appeals, as applicable, shall fix a date not less than 

30 days after the hearing prescribed in Section V.C. [184.005(C)] of this Ordinance for a 

hearing on the findings and order of the hearing officer and shall give noti ce to the owner, 

agent or lessee in the manner prescribed in Section IV.D. [184.004(D)] of this Ordinance, 

of the time and place of the hearing. At the hearing, the owner, agent or lessee shall be 

given the opportunity to show cause why the order should no t be enforced. The Township 

Board or the Board of Appeals shall either approve, disapprove or modify the order. If the 

Township Board or the Board of Appeals approves or modifies the order, the Township 
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Board shall take all necessary action to enforce the order. If the order is approved or 

modified, the owner, agent or lessee shall comply with the order within 60 days after the 

date of the hearing under this section. In the case of an order of demolition, if the 

Township Board or the Board of Appeals determ ines that the building or structure has been 

substantially destroyed by fire, wind, flood or other natural disaster and the cost of repair 

of the building or structure will be greater than the state equalized value of the building or 

structure, the owner, agent or lessee shall comply with the order of demolition within 21 

days after the date of the hearing under this section.  

(Ord. No. 411, 3 -22 -93)  

 

288 .007 -  Work done by Township.  

A. In the event of the failure or refusal of the owner or party in intere st to comply with the 

decision of the Township Board, or the Board of Appeals, the Township Board may, in its 

discretion, contract for the demolition, making safe or maintaining the exterior of the 

building or structure or grounds adjoining the building or  structure.  

B.  The costs of the demolition, of making the building safe, or of maintaining the exterior 

of the building or structure, or grounds adjoining the building or structure, incurred by the 

Township to bring the property into conformance with this  Ordinance shall be reimbursed 

to the Township by the owner or party in interest in whose name the property appears.  

C. The owner or party in interest in whose name the property appears upon the last local 

tax assessment records shall be notified by the T ownship Assessor of the amount of the 

costs of the demolition, of making the building safe or of maintaining the exterior of the 

building or structure or grounds adjoining the building or structure by first class mail at the 

address shown on the records.  

D.  If the owner or party in interest fails to pay the costs within 30 days after mailing by 

the assessor of the notice of the amount of the cost, the Township shall have a lien for the 

costs incurred by the Township to bring the property into conformance w ith this Ordinance, 

if the building or structure which was demolished, made safe or had the exterior of the 

building or structure or grounds adjoining the building or structure properly maintained, is 

a single family dwelling or a two family dwelling. The lien shall not take effect until notice 

of the lien has been filed or recorded as provided by law. The lien for the costs shall be 

collected and treated in the same manner as provided for property tax liens under the 

General Property Tax Act, Act No. 206 o f the Public Acts of 1893, being sections 211.1 to 

211.157 of the Michigan Compiled Laws.  

E. In addition to other remedies under this Ordinance, the Township may bring an action 

against the owner of the building or structure for the full cost of the demol ition, of making 

the building safe, or of maintaining the exterior of the building or structure or grounds 

adjoining the building or structure. The Township shall have a lien on the property for the 

amount of a judgment obtained pursuant to this subsection , if the judgment is entered in a 

case involving a single family dwelling or a two family dwelling. The lien provided for in this 

subsection shall not take effect until notice of the lien is filed and recorded as provided for 

by law. The lien does not have  priority over prior filed or recorded liens and encumbrances.  

F. A judgment in an action brought pursuant to subsection E may be enforced against 

assets of the owner other than the building or structure.  

G. The Township shall have a lien for the amount of a judgment obtained pursuant to 

subsection E against the owner's interest in all real property located in this state that is 

owned in whole or in part by the owner of the building or structure against which the 

judgment is obtained, if the judgment is e ntered in a case involving a single family 

dwelling or a two family dwelling. A lien provided for in this subsection does not take effect 
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until notice of the lien is filed or recorded as provided by law, and the lien does not have 

priority over prior filed  or recorded liens and encumbrances.  

(Ord. No. 411, 3 -22 -93)  

 

288 .008 -  Appeal; securing premises.  

An owner aggrieved by any final decision or order of the Township Board or the Board of 

Appeals, if applicable, under Section VI [184.006] of this Ordinanc e may appeal the 

decision or order to the circuit court by filing a petition for an order of superintending 

control within 20 days from the date of the decision.  

     If the Township's Construction Code Enforcing Agency believes an immediate serious 

dange r exists to the public where a vacant building or structure is left open to casual entry, 

he may give notice by personal service to the owner of record as shown on the current tax 

roll, or by leaving such notice at his or her place of residence as shown on  the current tax 

roll and also similarly serving any other interested persons (as shown on the tax roll) 

pertaining to a hearing on the matter to be held no sooner than 24 hours after effecting 

such service. The purpose of the hearing shall be to consider the request of the Township's 

Construction Code Enforcing Agency that the township be authorized to go upon the 

property for the express purpose of boarding up or making the premises secure from 

casual entry immediately. After taking testimony from the Tow nship's Construction Code 

Enforcing Agency, owner (if he or she appears) and other interested persons who may 

appear, the hearing officer shall consider the urgency of the matter, whether a real danger 

exists to persons, including minors, who might enter t he building or structure, and whether 

there is evidence that unauthorized persons are or have entered the premises. If the 

hearing officer believes that such immediate dangers exist by the building or structure 

remaining open to casual entry, the hearing o fficer may authorize such work as may be 

necessary to be done by the Township immediately to make the premises secure. The 

costs of such work shall be paid by the property owner within 30 days of billing by the 

township. If such costs are not paid, the Tow nship may institute suit to collect said costs or 

take such other action as may be allowed by law to compel payment.  

(Ord. No. 411, 3 -22 -93; Ord. No. 566, § VIII, 9 -10 -12)  

 

288 .009 -  Sanctions.  

In addition to any other civil penalties or remedies provide d for in this Ordinance, any 

person, firm, association, partnership, corporation or governmental entity who fails or 

refuses to comply with an order approved or modified by the Township Board or Board of 

Appeals under Section VI [184.006] of this Ordinance  within the time prescribed by that 

section shall be deemed to be responsible for a municipal civil infraction as defined by 

Michigan Statute which shall be punishable by a civil fine determined in accordance with 

the following schedule:  

Minimum Fine   Max imum Fine  

1st Offense within 3 -year period*   $75.00  $500.00  

2nd Offense within 3 -year period*   $150.00  $500.00  

3rd Offense within 3 -year period*   $325.00  $500.00  

4th or More Offense  within 3 -year period *   $500.00  $500.00  

* Determined on the basis of the date of commission of the offense(s).  

 

Additionally, the violator shall pay costs which may include all expenses, direct and 

indirect, to which Kalamazoo Charter Township has been put in connection with the 

municipal civil infraction. In no case, howev er, shall costs of less than $9.00 nor more than 
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$500.00 be ordered. In addition, the Township shall have the right to proceed in any court 

of competent jurisdiction for the purpose of obtaining an injunction, restraining order, or 

other appropriate remedy  to compel compliance with this Ordinance. Each day that a 

violation exists shall constitute a separate offense.  

(Ord. No. 411, 3 -22 -93; Ord. No. 427, 10 -24 -94)  

 

288 .010 -  Board of Appeals; duties.  

A. The Township Board may establish a Board of Appeals to hear all of the cases and carry 

out all of the duties of the Township Board described in Section VI [184.006] of this 

Ordinance. If the Township Board establishes a Board of Appeals, the establishment and 

operation of the Board of Appeals shall be controlled by the following provisions:  

B.  The Board of Appeals shall be appointed by the Township Board and shall consist of the 

following members:  

1.  A building contractor;  

2.  A registered architect or engi neer;  

3.  Two members of the general public;  

4.  An individual registered as a building official, plan reviewer or inspector under the 

Building Officials and Inspectors Registration Act, Act No. 54 of the Public Acts of 1986, 

being Sections 338.2301 to 338.2 313 of the Michigan Compiled Laws. The individual 

may be an employee of the enforcing agency.  

C. Board of Appeals members shall be appointed for three years, except that of the 

members first appointed, two members shall serve for one year, two members sha ll serve 

for two years, and one member shall serve for three years. A vacancy created other than 

by expiration of a term shall be filled for the balance of the unexpired term in the same 

manner as the original appointment. A member may be reappointed for a dditional terms.  

D.  The Board of Appeals annually shall select a chairperson, vice chairperson and other 

officers that the Board considers necessary.  

E. A majority of the Board of Appeals members appointed and serving constitutes a 

quorum. Final action of the Board of Appeals shall be only by affirmative vote of a majority 

of the board members appointed.  

F. The Township Board shall fix the amount of any p er diem compensation provided to the 

members of the Board of Appeals. Expenses of the Board of Appeals incurred in the 

performance of official duties may be reimbursed as provided by law for employees of the 

Township Board.  

G. A meeting of the Board of Ap peals shall be held pursuant to the Open Meeting Act, Act 

No. 267 of the Public Acts of 1976, being Sections 15.261 to 15.275 of the Michigan 

Compiled Laws. Public notice of the time, date and place of the meeting shall be given in 

the manner required by A ct No. 267 of the public acts of 1976.  

H.  A writing prepared, owned, used, in the possession of, or retained by the Board of 

Appeals in the performance of an official function shall be made available to the public 

pursuant to the Freedom of Information Ac t, Act No. 442 of the Public Acts of 1976, being 

Sections 15.231 to 15.246 of the Michigan Compiled Laws.  

(Ord. No. 411, 3 -22 -93)  

 

288 .011 -  Validity.  

The provisions of this Ordinance are hereby declared to be severable and if any clause, 

sentence, word,  section or provision is hereafter declared void or unenforceable for any 
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reason by any court of competent jurisdiction, it shall not affect the remainder of such 

ordinance which shall continue in full force and effect.  

(Ord. No. 411, 3 -22 -93)  

 

288 .012 -  Repeal.  

All ordinances or parts of ordinances in conflict herewith are hereby repealed.  

(Ord. No. 411, 3 -22 -93)  

 

288 .013 -  Effective date.  

This Ordinance shall take effect 30 days following adoption and publication of the same.  

(Ord. No. 411, 3 -22 -93)  
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Ord. No. 305 - WEED CONTROL Effective: March 23, 1984 
An Ordinance adopted pursuant to 1941 PA 359, as amended, and 1945 PA 246, as 

amended, to secure the public health, safety and welfare of the residents and property 

owners of the Charter Township of  Kalamazoo, Kalamazoo County, Michigan, by the 

control, regulation, and eradication of certain weeds and growth in specified subdivided 

lands and lands along improved streets within the Township; to provide penalties for the 

violation thereof; and to repea l all ordinances or parts of ordinances in conflict herewith.  

 

THE CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF KALAMAZOO, KALAMAZOO COUNTY, MICHIGAN ORDAINS:  

 

305 .001 -  Title.  

This Ordinance shall be known and cited as the Kalamazoo Charter Township Weed Control 

Ordinance.  

 

305 .002 -  Definitions.  

For the purpose of this Ordinance, "weeds" shall include Canada thistle (Circium Arvense), 

dodders (any species of Cuscuta), mustards (charlock, black mustard and Indian mustard, 

species of Brassica or Sinapis), wild carrot (Daucus caro ta), bindweed (Convolvulus 

arvensis), perennial sowthistle (Sonchus Arvensis), hoary alyssum (Berteroa Incana), 

ragweed (Ambrosia Elatior l.) and poison ivy (Rhus Toxicodendron), poison sumac 

(Toxicodendron Vernix), and such other uncontrolled plant or gro wth over 12 inches in 

height which is out of character with the development of and landscaping in the 

neighborhood and contrary to the public health, safety or welfare thereof.  

 

305 .003 -  Regulations.  

A. It shall be the duty of all owners of land upon whi ch any weeds are growing, as defined 

in this Ordinance, to prevent the same from becoming a detriment to public health and to 

destroy the same where necessary to fulfill this duty.  

B. It shall be the duty of all owners of the following described lands upo n which 

uncontrolled plants or growth exists, in excess of 8 inches in height, which is out of 

character with the development of and landscaping in the neighborhood in which it is 

located and contrary to the public health, safety or welfare by contributing  to the 

spreading thereof, to keep said plant growth cut to a height of not to exceed 8 inches:  

(1) Land which is both (a) within 40 feet of residentially zoned or residentially 

developed property under separate ownership and (b) within 40 feet of an impr oved 

street in common usage within the Township, or  

(2) Lands within platted subdivisions in which buildings have been erected upon 60% 

or more of the lots thereof.  

C. Parcels or lots which are naturally wooded and have plant growth consistent with the 

general character of the plant growth and landscaping in the surrounding neighborhood in 

which such parcels or lots are located shall be exempt from the above -mentioned 8- inch 

height limitation.  

D. The Commissioner of Noxious Weeds appointed by the Township  Board to enforce the 

within Ordinance, shall inspect all properties within the Township for compliance with the 

within Ordinance and shall notify, by Certified Mail with return receipt requested, the 

owner of any lands which do not comply with the within Ordinance, of the violation thereof 

and of his duty to either destroy or cut such weeds. If such owner shall neglect or refuse to 

comply with said notice within 10 days from the receipt thereof, said Commissioner may 
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enter upon such land of owner and destr oy or cut the weeds and growth thereon or cause 

the same to be destroyed or cut by such other person or agent appointed by the 

Commissioner.  

All expenses incurred in such destruction or cutting shall be paid by the owner or owners of 

such land. The Townsh ip shall have a lien upon such land for such expense, which may be 

enforced in the same manner as the enforcement of tax liens through entry upon the next 

tax roll of the Township and assessment as a general Township tax. Such expense shall be 

subject to a ll interest and penalties provided for taxes due and collectible within the 

Township under the general tax laws of the State of Michigan. In addition to the foregoing, 

the Township may sue the owner or owners in an appropriate court of law for the collecti on 

of said debt.  

E. Nothing in this Ordinance shall apply to weeds in fields devoted to growing any small 

grain or food crop such as wheat, corn, oats, barley or rye.  

F. In the event the owner or owners cannot be determined or notified as herein provided , 

after due diligence to do so, substitute notice can be given to the occupants of the 

premises or, in the event of vacant, unoccupied land, by publication in the newspaper of 

general circulation within the Township, once, at least 10 days prior to the des truction or 

cutting of the weeds by the Township Commissioner or agent, and such latter notice shall 

be deemed compliance with the notice requirements of this Ordinance.  

G. Instead of the notice required by 305 .003 D of the Kalamazoo Charter Township Weed  

Control Ordinance, the Charter Township of Kalamazoo may publish a notice in a 

newspaper of general circulation in Kalamazoo Township during the month of March that 

weeds not cut by May 1 of that year may be cut by the Township and the owner of the 

proper ty charged with the cost thereof under the provisions of 305 .003 of said weed 

control ordinance. The notice shall also either describe the methods of treating and 

eradicating the noxious weeds or in the alternative, that they must not be allowed to grow 

in  excess of 8 inches in height where they are within 40 feet of residentially zoned or 

residentially developed property under separate ownership or within 40 feet of an 

improved street or are located within platted subdivisions in which buildings have been 

erected upon sixty percent or more of the lots thereof. Such weed control shall not apply 

to weeds in fields devoted to growing any small grain or food crop such as wheat, corn, 

oats, barley or rye. The Township may cut weeds as many times as is necessary to comply 

with the foregoing ordinance provisions during the calendar year and may charge the cost 

to the property owner by entry upon the next tax roll of the Township.  

(Ord. No. 410, 2 -22 -93 ; Ord. No. 592, 1/22/2018 )   

 

305 .004 ï Sanctions  

Any person, firm, association, partnership, corporation or governmental entity who violates 

any of the provisions of this Ordinance shall be deemed to be responsible for a municipal 

civil infraction as defined by Michigan Statute which shall be punishable by a civil fine 

determined in accordance with the following schedule:  

 

     Minimum Fine   Maximum Fine  

1st Offense within 3 -year period*   $50 .00  $100.00  

2nd Offense within 3 -year period*   $75 .00  $100.00  

3rd Offense within 3 -year period*   $100 .00  $100.00  

* Determined on the basis of the date of commission of the offense(s).  
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     The above fine, when collected shall be paid to the Supervisor of Kalamazoo Charter 

Township and shall become a part of the "Noxious Weed Control Fund" of the Charter 

Townsh ip of Kalamazoo. Additionally, the violator shall pay costs which may include all 

expenses, direct and indirect, to which Kalamazoo Charter Township has been put in 

connection with the municipal civil infraction. In no case, however, shall costs of less th an 

$9.00 nor more than $500.00 be ordered. In addition, the Township shall have the right to 

proceed in any court of competent jurisdiction for the purpose of obtaining an injunction, 

restraining order, or other appropriate remedy to compel compliance with  this Ordinance. 

Each day that a violation exists shall constitute a separate offense. The foregoing sanctions 

shall be in addition to the right of the Township to proceed to enforce its lien against the 

land in question or to proceed in any other appropri ate manner to recover its costs 

incurred in the destruction or cutting of the weeds upon the property of any owner.  

(Ord. No. 427, 10 -24 -94)  

 

305 .005 -  Validity.  

Should any section, clause or provision of this Ordinance be declared by the courts to be 

invalid, the same shall not affect the validity of the Ordinance as a whole or any part 

thereof, other than the part so declared to be invalid.  

 

305 .006 -  Effective date and repeal of conflicting ordinances.  

All ordinances or parts of ordinances in conflict  herewith, including Kalamazoo Township 

Ordinance No. 136, effective August 1, 1967, are hereby repealed. This Ordinance shall 

take effect on the 23rd day of March, 1984.  
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Ord. No. 306 - SWIMMING POOL Effective: March 23, 1984 
An Ordinance to secure the  public health and safety of persons and property within the 

Charter Township of Kalamazoo, Kalamazoo County, Michigan, by regulating the enclosure 

of private swimming pools within said Township; to provide penalties for the violation 

thereof; and to repea l all ordinances or parts of ordinances in conflict herewith.  

THE CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF KALAMAZOO, KALAMAZOO COUNTY, MICHIGAN ORDAINS:  

306 .001 -  Title.  

This Ordinance shall be known and cited as the Kalamazoo Charter Township Swimming 

Pool Ordinance.  

 

306 .002 -  Policy.  

It is hereby determined that private swimming pools may endanger the public health and 

safety unless properly regulated and enclosed.  

 

306 .003 -  Definition.  

Private swimming pool as defined herein shall mean any artificially constructed, no n-

portable area capable of containing water and of being used for swimming or bathing, 

located on private or residential property, having a depth of two feet or more at any point 

or having a surface area exceeding 250 square feet. This term shall not inclu de any 

swimming pool which is a "public swimming pool" as defined and regulated under the 

Michigan Public Health Code, being Act 368 of the Public Acts of 1978, as amended.  

 

306 .004 -  Enclosure of private swimming pools.  

All private swimming pools within the Township shall be enclosed by a fence which is at 

least four feet in height and of a type not readily climbed by children. The gates shall be of 

a self - closing and latching type with the latch on the inside of the gate, not readily 

available for childr en to open. If the entire premises of the residence is enclosed, then this 

provision may be waived by the Township's Construction Code Enforcing Agency upon 

inspection and approval thereof. Horizontally woven wood fences are not considered 

acceptable for k eeping a pool inaccessible. Doors and gates shall be securely locked when 

the premises are not being used or when the same are not being supervised by the house 

holder or his authorized attendant. A dwelling house or accessory building may be used as 

a par t of the fence required hereunder -  provided such dwelling house or accessory 

building complies with the building setback requirements set forth in the Kalamazoo 

Charter Township Zoning Ordinance. Notwithstanding the above, the fence shall not be 

required for an above -ground private swimming pool having a height of at least four feet 

and a retractable or removable ladder that shall be removed or retracted at all times while 

the swimming pool is not in use.  

(Ord. No. 566, § X, 9 -10 -12)  

 

306 .005 -  Swimming pool setback.  

All private swimming pools within the Township shall be subject to and located in 

compliance with the building setback requirements set forth in the Kalamazoo Charter 

Township Zoning Ordinance.  

 

306 .006 -  Enforcement.  
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The Township's Construc tion Code Enforcing Agency shall have authority to inspect any 

private swimming pool and its enclosure within the Township at any reasonable hour for 

the purpose of determining that such swimming pool and enclosure is being maintained in 

compliance with th e provisions of this Ordinance.  

(Ord. No. 566, § X, 9 -10 -12)  

 

306 .007 -  Sanctions.  

Any person, firm, association, partnership, corporation or governmental entity who violates 

any of the provisions of this Ordinance shall be deemed to be responsible for a  municipal 

civil infraction as defined by Michigan Statute which shall be punishable by a civil fine 

determined in accordance with the following schedule:  

 

Minimum Fine   Maximum Fine  

1st Offense within 3 -year period*   $75.00  $500.00  

2nd Offense within 3 -year period*   $150.00  $500.00  

3rd Offense within 3 -year period*   $325.00  $500.00  

4th or More Offense  within 3 -year period *   $500.00  $500.00  

* Determined on the basis of the date of commission of the offense(s).  

 

Additionally, the violator shall pay costs which may include all expenses, direct and 

indirect, to which Kalamazoo Charter Township has been put in connection with the 

municipal civil infraction. In no case, however, shall costs of less than $9.00 nor more  than 

$500.00 be ordered. In addition, the Township shall have the right to proceed in any court 

of competent jurisdiction for the purpose of obtaining an injunction, restraining order, or 

other appropriate remedy to compel compliance with this Ordinance. Each day that a 

violation exists shall constitute a separate offense.  

(Ord. No. 427, 10 -24 -94)  

 

306 .008 -  Severability.  

The provisions of this Ordinance are hereby declared to be severable and if any clause, 

sentence, word, section, or provision is decla red void or unenforceable for any reason by 

any court of competent jurisdiction, it shall not affect any portion of this Ordinance other 

than said part or portion thereof.  

 

306 .009 -  Repeal.  

All ordinances or parts of ordinances in conflict herewith, incl uding Ordinance No. 81, 

effective July 21, 1961, shall be and the same are hereby repealed; however, legal 

proceedings presently pending on an ordinance which is hereby repealed may proceed to 

judgment or decision and shall not be affected by this Ordinanc e.  

 

306 .010 -  Effective date.  

This Ordinance shall take effect on the 23rd day of March, 1984.  

Adopted: January 23, 1984  
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Ord. No. 307 - VEHICLE STORAGE AND REPAIR Effective: March 23, 1984 
An Ordinance to secure the public peace, health, safety and welfare of the residents and 

property owners of the Charter Township of Kalamazoo, Kalamazoo County, Michigan, a 

municipal corporation, by the regulation of the outdoor parking, storage and repair  of 

vehicles, including any conveyance, trailer, boat, aircraft and new or used parts or junk 

therefrom, within said Township of Kalamazoo; to provide civil sanctions and remedies for 

the violation of this Ordinance; and to repeal any Ordinance or parts of  Ordinances in 

conflict herewith.  

(Ord. No. 427, 10 -24 -94)  

 

THE CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF KALAMAZOO, KALAMAZOO COUNTY, MICHIGAN ORDAINS:  

 

307 .001 -  Name.  

This Ordinance shall be known and cited as the Kalamazoo Charter Township Vehicle 

Storage and Repair Ordin ance.  

 

307 .002 -  Purpose.  

The purpose of this Ordinance is to limit and restrict the outdoor storage, parking, repair 

or unreasonable accumulation of junk, unused, partially dismantled or nonoperating 

vehicles, including any conveyance, trailer, boat, aircraft or new or used parts thereof 

upon premises within the Township; to provide restrictions concerning the repairing of said 

vehicles; to avoid injury and hazards to children and others attracted to such vehicles; and 

to minimize the devaluation of property values and the psycholo gical ill effects of the 

presence of the same upon adjoining residents and property owners.  

 

307 .003 -  Regulations.  

(a) No person, firm or corporation shall park or store or permit to be parked or stored 

upon any premises within the Charter Township of Ka lamazoo any vehicle, including any 

conveyance, boat, aircraft, or trailer of any kind or new or used parts therefrom unless one 

or more of the following conditions exist:  

1. Such parking or storage is located within a fully -enclosed building;  

2. A special  permit is first obtained therefor for a period of not to exceed 45 days from the 

Supervisor of Kalamazoo Charter Township or such other officer or official as the Township 

Board may designate to be granted only in special hardship cases beyond the control  of 

the applicant, where special or peculiar circumstances exist, where no adjoining property 

owner is adversely affected thereby and where the spirit and purpose of these regulations 

are still observed;  

3. Such vehicle or conveyance is licensed or regist ered by the State of Michigan, is an 

operable vehicle or conveyance, has all of its main component parts attached, as 

hereinafter defined, and is, in fact, regularly operated for its designed purpose;  

4. Such vehicles, boats, trailers, aircraft or conveya nces are located in a duly licensed and 

properly zoned junkyard, salvage yard, new or used car dealer's lot or storage yard where 

such uses or operations are legally authorized under the Township Zoning Ordinance.  

5. Such vehicle or vehicles are awaiting repairs or delivery to owners at an authorized 

service station, garage, paint shop, or body shop registered with the State of Michigan 

pursuant to 1974 PA 300, as amended, provided such vehicle or vehicles are locked, 

licensed by the State of Michigan, and  are not a public nuisance.  
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6. Such vehicle, boat, trailer, aircraft or conveyance, although temporarily inoperable 

because of minor mechanical failure, has substantially all of its main component parts 

attached as hereinafter defined; is, where subject t o a license or registration, licensed or 

registered by the State of Michigan; is not in any manner a dismantled vehicle; and the 

premises do not contain any such vehicle, boat, aircraft, trailer or conveyance for longer 

than 14 days in any one year. "Main component parts" shall, for the purpose of this 

Ordinance, mean those parts required by State law or by necessity for its operation upon a 

public highway, waterway or airway.  

(b) No repairing, redesigning, modifying or dismantling work or operations shall  be allowed 

upon any vehicle, boat, trailer, aircraft or conveyance or parts thereof upon any public 

right -of -way or public property (except for emergency minor repairs not exceeding one 

hour in duration) or upon any property not zoned for such purpose exc ept such occasional 

minor work by the owner thereof as may infrequently be required to maintain the same in 

normal operating condition and as shall be accomplished within fully enclosed buildings; 

will not constitute a nuisance or annoyance to adjoining pr operty owners or occupants; and 

does not violate any provisions of the Kalamazoo Charter Township Zoning Ordinance.  

 

307 .004 -  Nuisance.  

Any parking, storage, placement or operations in violation of the provisions of this 

Ordinance are hereby declared to be a public nuisance which may be enjoined or which 

may subject the violator to the fines and penalties herein provided for.  

 

307 .005 -  Severability.  

The provisions of this Ordinance are hereby declared to be severable and if any clause, 

sentence, word, s ection or provision is declared void or unenforceable for any reason by 

any court of competent jurisdiction, it shall not affect any portion of this Ordinance other 

than said part or portion thereof.  

 

307 .006 -  Sanctions.  

Any person, firm, association, pa rtnership, corporation or governmental entity who violates 

any of the provisions of this Ordinance shall be deemed to be responsible for a municipal 

civil infraction as defined by Michigan Statute which shall be punishable by a civil fine 

determined in acc ordance with the following schedule:  

 

     Minimum Fine   Maximum Fine  

1st Offense within 3 -year period*   $75.00  $500.00  

2nd Offense within 3 -year period*   $150.00  $500.00  

3rd Offense within 3 -year period*   $325.00  $500.00  

4th or More Offense  within 3 -year period *   $500.00  $500.00  

* Determined on the basis of the date of commission of the offense(s).  

 

Additionally, the violator shall pay costs which may include all expenses, direct and 

indirect, to which Kalamazoo Charter Township has been put in connection with the 

municipal civil infraction. In no case, however, shall costs of less than $9.00 nor more  than 

$500.00 be ordered. In addition, the Township shall have the right to proceed in any court 

of competent jurisdiction for the purpose of obtaining an injunction, restraining order, or 

other appropriate remedy to compel compliance with this Ordinance. Each day that a 

violation exists shall constitute a separate offense.  
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(Ord. No. 427, 10 -24 -94)  

 

307 .007 -  Repeal.  

All ordinances or parts of ordinances in conflict herewith, including Ordinance No. 283 

(enacted on the 22nd day of March, 1982, effective o n the 1st day of May, 1982) be and 

the same are hereby repealed; however, legal proceedings presently pending on an 

Ordinance which is hereby repealed may proceed to judgment or decision and shall not be 

affected by this Ordinance.  

 

307 .008 -  Effective da te.  

This Ordinance shall take effect on March 23, 1984.  
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Ord. No. 308 - HAWKERS, PEDDLERS, AND SOLICITORS Effective: March 23, 1984 
An Ordinance to regulate the business of the sale or solicitation of goods, merchandise, 

services or donations within the Charter Township of Kalamazoo, Kalamazoo County, 

Michigan, upon or from the public streets, parks, and places and upon or from private  

property or premises not owned, rented, leased, managed or occupied under a valid claim 

of right or title by hawkers, vendors, peddlers, door - to -door salesmen, or solicitors; to 

provide for the licensing and/or registration of such activities; to provide penalties for the 

violations of such regulations; and to repeal all ordinances or parts of ordinances in conflict 

herewith.  

 

THE CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF KALAMAZOO, KALAMAZOO COUNTY, MICHIGAN ORDAINS:  

 

308 .001 -  Title.  

This Ordinance shall hereafter be known a nd cited as the Kalamazoo Charter Township 

Hawkers, Peddlers, and Solicitors Ordinance.  

 

308 .002 -  Definitions.  

(A)  The terms "hawking", "peddling," "vending", "door - to -door selling", or "soliciting" or 

any variation of the same shall be defined for the p urpose of this Ordinance as any activity 

involving selling or soliciting the sale of any goods, merchandise, services, donations upon 

or from the public streets, parks and places or upon or from private property or premises 

not owned, rented, leased, manag ed or occupied under a valid claim of right or title by the 

person, firm, or corporation engaged in such selling or soliciting activity.  

(B)  Charitable/religious organization shall be defined for the purposes of this Ordinance as 

a benevolent, educational , philanthropic, humane, patriotic, or eleemosynary non -profit 

organization of persons which solicit or obtain donations solicited from persons for 

benevolent, educational, philanthropic, humane, patriotic, or eleemosynary purposes. This 

term shall also in clude any duly constituted religious organization of which no part of the 

net income inures to the direct benefit of any individual if said organization has received a 

declaration of current tax -exempt status from the United States.  

 

308 .003 -  License.  

 (A)  Licensing required. No person, firm or corporation shall hereafter operate or engage 

in, either directly or indirectly, any business of hawking, peddling, vending, door - to -door 

selling or soliciting within the Charter Township of Kalamazoo without first  obtaining a 

license therefor from the Township Clerk of the Township, which shall only be issued where 

the applicant qualifies therefor under the terms of this Ordinance. This requirement shall 

not apply to charitable/religious organizations or duly appoi nted representatives soliciting 

donations on behalf of the same.  

(B)  Issuance of license. No such license shall be issued unless and until (1) the required 

license fee has been paid to the Charter Township of Kalamazoo, (2) the Township Clerk is 

satisfied  that the business will be conducted without any undue influence, 

misrepresentation, or lack of proper disclosure of material information concerning the 

subject of the solicitation, and (3) a written application therefor has been filed with the 

Township Cl erk accurately disclosing the following information:  

i.  Name and address of applicant.  

ii.  Name and address of all individuals who will be hawking, peddling, vending, door - to -

door selling, or soliciting within the Charter Township of Kalamazoo on behalf of the 

applicant.  
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iii.  A list of the products or services to be sold or solicited.  

iv.  The area or place of solicitation.  

v.  A general description of the method of solicitation. This description shall include a 

statement as to whether or not the applicant will be soliciting payment from customers 

prior to the time of delivery of the product or s ervice being purchased.  

vi.  The names of the last five municipalities in which such business was previously 

conducted and the date of the same.  

vii.  The particular hours each day and the dates when the business is proposed to be 

conducted within Kalamazoo  Charter Township.  

viii.  A copy of the order form or contract to be used in the solicitation and any other 

written or printed material to be employed for the information of customers.  

ix.  A copy of any identification card to be carried by each solicitor.  

(C)  Denial of license. No license shall be issued or continued where an applicant or its 

agents or employees is shown to engage in misrepresentation, failure of disclosure of 

material information concerning the subject of solicitation, misleading advertisi ng, 

misleading order forms or contracts; or in any threatening, harassing, or physically 

intimidating manner; or in disregard of the private property rights or rights to privacy of a 

person solicited. If the Township Clerk determines that an application fo r a license under 

this Ordinance must be denied, the Township Clerk shall inform the applicant of this fact by 

written notice either personally served on the applicant or mailed by First Class Mail to the 

applicant's last known address. This written notice  shall inform the applicant of the reasons 

the application was denied and of the applicant's right to appeal this matter to the 

Township Board by filing a written request for such an appeal with the Township Clerk 

within ten days from the date of personal service or of mailing of the notice of denial to the 

applicant. The applicant shall be entitled to at least seven days prior notice in writing 

personally served or mailed to the applicant's last known address of the date, time and 

place of the Township Boa rd meeting at which the applicant's appeal will be considered. 

The applicant shall have an opportunity to present any evidence or arguments in its behalf 

at such time. If the Township Board determines that the applicant's appeal should be 

denied, the reaso ns for this decision shall be put in writing and mailed to the applicant at 

its last known address within eight days after the Township Board decision concerning the 

same.  

(D)  Duration of license, renewal. No license issued hereunder shall be issued for a  longer 

period than one year. Successive licenses may be obtained upon application therefor, and 

the filing of any changes in the information shown on the original application, provided all 

regulations herein have previously been fully complied with. No li cense fee shall be 

charged for the issuance of a license.  

(E)  Suspension or revocation of license. Any license issued under the within Ordinance may 

be revoked or suspended during the 12 -month period of its issuance as a result of any 

violations of the te rms and conditions of the license and the within Ordinance or as a result 

of conduct which would cause the license to be denied under the within Ordinance. Such 

revocation or suspension shall be determined by the Township Board at a meeting of said 

Board p receded by notice to the licensee of the proposed action and the reasons therefor, 

and the time, date, and place of the meeting at which the matter is to be heard. This 

notice shall be either personally served or mailed by First Class Mail to the applicant 's last 

known address at least seven days prior to the date of the Township Board meeting at 

which this matter is to be heard. The licensee shall have an opportunity to present any 

evidence or arguments on behalf of the licensee at such time. The extent of  the suspension 

or revocation shall be in the discretion of the Township Board and shall be based upon the 

nature of the violation or violations which have occurred, the frequency thereof, and the 

likelihood of their correction with respect to future opera tions. The reasons for any 
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suspension or revocation shall be set forth in writing and mailed to the licensee at the last 

known address of such licensee within eight days after the Township Board decision 

concerning the same.  

 

308 .004 -  Bond requirement.  

A surety bond in the amount of $1,000.00 or cash bond or bank letter of credit in the 

amount of $500.00 shall be filed with the Township Clerk before the issuance of any such 

license to an applicant who will be soliciting payment from customers prior to the  time of 

delivery of the product or service being purchased. The surety bond, cash bond, or bank 

letter of credit shall be conditioned on the applicant and all employees and representatives 

of the applicant conducting business within the Township in accord ance with the within 

Ordinance and in a manner without any undue influence, misrepresentation, failure of 

disclosure of material information concerning the subject of solicitation, or misleading 

advertising, order forms, or contracts.  

 

308 .005 -  Registrat ion of charitable/religious organizations required.  

(A) No charitable/religious organization may engage in any hawking, peddling, vending, 

door - to -door selling or soliciting which violates any of the provisions of this Ordinance 

pertaining to a licensee or  applicant for a license and until the organization has first 

registered with the Township Clerk by filling out and filing with the Clerk a registration 

form disclosing the following information:  

i. Name and address of applicant.  

ii. The area or place of solicitation.  

iii. A general description of the method of solicitation.  

iv. The particular hours each day and the dates when the solicitation is to be conducted 

within the Township.  

(B) Duration of registration. No such registration shall be effective for a longer period than 

one year. Successive registrations may be obtained by applying therefor in writing to the 

Township Clerk and by the filing of any changes in the information shown on the original 

registration form.  

 

308 .006 -  Hours of operation and in vestigation.  

No hawking, peddling, vending, door - to -door selling, or soliciting, by any person, firm, 

group, corporation or unit shall be engaged in, from the hours of 8 p.m., or sunset, 

(whichever first occurs) and 8 a.m., nor upon Sundays or nationally r ecognized holidays. 

Before a license under this ordinance is issued or renewed by the Township Clerk, a report 

shall be received from the Township's Police Department, through its acting Chief of Police, 

concerning the qualifications of the applicant under  the ordinance based upon the prior 

activities of the applicant and the applicant's reputation for compliance with the law and 

the mores of a quiet, orderly, and peaceful society.  

(Ord. No. 534, 1 -14 -08)  

 

308 .007 -  Severability.  

Should any section, clause, paragraph, or provision of this Ordinance be declared by any 

court to be invalid, such decision shall not affect the validity of the Ordinance as a whole or 

any part thereof, other than the part so determined to be invalid.  

 

30 8 .008 -  Sanctions.  
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Any person, firm, association, partnership, corporation or governmental entity who violates 

any of the provisions of this Ordinance shall be deemed to be responsible for a municipal 

civil infraction as defined by Michigan Statute which s hall be punishable by a civil fine 

determined in accordance with the following schedule:  

 

     Minimum Fine   Maximum Fine  

1st Offense within 3 -year period*   $75.00  $500.00  

2nd Offense within 3 -year period*   $150.00  $500.00  

3rd Offense within 3 -year per iod*   $325.00  $500.00  

4th or More Offense  within 3 -year period *  $500.00  $500.00  

* Determined on the basis of the date of commission of the offense(s).  

 

Additionally, the violator shall pay costs which may include all expenses, direct and 

indirect, to w hich Kalamazoo Charter Township has been put in connection with the 

municipal civil infraction. In no case, however, shall costs of less than $9.00 nor more than 

$500.00 be ordered. In addition, the Township shall have the right to proceed in any court 

of competent jurisdiction for the purpose of obtaining an injunction, restraining order, or 

other appropriate remedy to compel compliance with this Ordinance. Each day that a 

violation exists shall constitute a separate offense.  

(Ord. No. 427, 10 -24 -94)  

 

30 8 .009 -  Repeal.  

All ordinances or parts of ordinances in conflict herewith, including Kalamazoo Charter 

Township Ordinance No. 109, effective July 18, 1964, are hereby repealed.  

 

308 .010 -  Effective date.  

This Ordinance shall take effect on the 23rd day o f March, 1984.  

Adopted: January 23, 1984  
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Ord. No. 310 - SALVAGE YARD Effective: March 26, 1984 
An Ordinance to protect the health, safety, and general welfare of the residents, property 

owners, and people within the Charter Township of Kalamazoo, Kalamazoo County, 

Michigan, by regulating the operation of salvage yards and related or similar types of  

businesses within said Township; to provide rules and regulations to govern the operation 

of such businesses; to provide penalties for the violation of such rules and regulations; and 

to repeal Ordinance No. 63, known as Kalamazoo Township Junk Yard Ordin ance and 

Ordinance No. 99, known as the Kalamazoo Township Salvage Yard Ordinance.  

 

THE CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF KALAMAZOO, KALAMAZOO COUNTY, MICHIGAN ORDAINS:  

 

310 .001 -  Title.  

This Ordinance shall be known and cited as the Kalamazoo Charter Township Salvage Yard 

Ordinance.  

 

310 .002 -  Purpose.  

The purpose of this Ordinance is to protect the health, safety, and general welfare of the 

residents, property owners and people within K alamazoo Charter Township, Kalamazoo 

County, Michigan, by regulating the operations of salvage yards and related or similar 

types of businesses within said Township; to provide rules and regulations to govern the 

operation of such businesses; to provide pe nalties for the violation of such rules and 

regulations; and to make the same supersede all ordinances or parts of ordinances in 

conflict herewith.  

 

310 .003 -  Definition.  

The term "salvage yard" shall for purposes of this Ordinance include the yard or bas e 

location of any business in which used or damaged materials of any kind, including among 

others, used automobiles or the parts thereof and used building materials, are acquired for 

salvage and for dismantling, wrecking, sorting, storing, processing, fabr icating, repairing 

or reforming for purposes of resale, reuse or other similar disposition. The foregoing shall 

not, however, include automobile service or repair garages, automobile body repair shops, 

used car businesses, or other repair or service busine ss operations involving goods, 

machinery or equipment owned by others than the operators of the salvage yard.  

 

310 .004 -  Permit and permit fee.  

A. No salvage yard business, as herein defined, shall be operated within Kalamazoo 

Charter Township until an an nual permit therefor has first been obtained from the 

Township Board, which permit shall not be issued until evidence has been submitted, 

disclosing to the satisfaction of the Township Board that the terms and conditions of this 

Ordinance have been or will  be fully complied with and the proposed business site is 

properly zoned for such use.  

B. An annual permit fee shall accompany all applications for a salvage yard permit, payable 

to the Charter Township of Kalamazoo, which shall entitle the applicant to o perate such a 

business as defined in the Township Salvage Yard Ordinance for a period of twelve months 

or until the end of the Township's general licensing period for business licenses whichever 

shall first occur. The fee shall be returned to the applicant  if the permit is not issued. The 

amount of the annual fee shall be determined by resolution of the Kalamazoo Charter 

Township Board to reasonably cover the Township's estimated cost of periodic inspections 
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of the business to ensure compliance at all times  with the provisions of the salvage yard 

ordinance and to cover the processing of the annual application.  

C. Any license issued under the within Ordinance may be revoked or suspended during the 

12 -month period of its issuance as a result of any violations  of the terms and conditions of 

said license and the within Ordinance. Such revocation or suspension shall be determined 

by the Township Board at a regular meeting of said Board preceded by notice to the 

licensee of the proposed action and the time, date, and place of the meeting at which this 

matter will be heard. The licensee shall have an opportunity to present any evidence or 

arguments on behalf of the licensee at such time. The extent of the suspension or 

revocation shall be in the discretion of the To wnship Board and shall be based upon the 

nature of the violation or violations which have occurred, the frequency thereof, and the 

likelihood of their correction with respect to future operations. A licensee shall be entitled 

to at least seven days prior n otice in writing delivered to the place of business of any 

proposed suspension or revocation, the alleged grounds therefor, and the time, date and 

place of the meeting concerning the same. The reasons for any suspension or revocation 

shall be set forth in writing and mailed to the licensee at the last known address of such 

licensee within eight days after the Township Board decision concerning the same.  

(Ord. No. 532, 8 -27 -07)  

 

310 .005 -  Regulations.  

No salvage yard shall be allowed to be operated or be m aintained within Kalamazoo 

Charter Township unless it complies at all times with the following rules and regulations:  

A. All material located upon the premises shall be stockpiled in a neat and orderly manner 

or shall be contained within enclosed storage buildings, except when being loaded, 

unloaded, and/or being actively worked upon.  

B. All outdoor storage or processing of materials shall be screened from adjoining property 

and public highways by a hedge, fence or other natural or artificial barrier. Suc h screening 

shall be constructed and maintained in an attractive manner, shall be at least eight (8) feet 

high, and shall be of sufficient density and height to accomplish the substantial screening 

of the outdoor operations from adjoining properties and pu blic highways.  

C. No burning of debris or surplus material shall be allowed on the premises except upon 

prior written approval of the Township Fire Chief of the fire district in which the premises 

are located.  

D. Unsalable or unusable material shall not be deposited upon the premises except where 

the same is so commingled with salable or usable material that it cannot easily or 

conveniently be previously separated off the premises.  

E. Off -street parking for customers and employees, sufficient to take car e of the greatest 

number of vehicles which might reasonably be expected to be on the premises at any 

given time shall be maintained on the premises by the owner or operator. Each parking 

space shall be not less than ten feet by 20 feet in size, exclusive o f driveways thereto.  

F. Such operation shall be equipped with a permanent office building for the transaction of 

business with customers and suppliers.  

G. No dangerous, unhealthy, or hazardous condition shall be allowed to exist upon the 

premises.  

H. Any storage buildings or office buildings located upon the premises shall be constructed 

according to the Building Code of Kalamazoo Charter Township; shall be constructed of 

standard building materials customarily designed for building construction and shall be 

fully painted or colored an unobtrusive and subdued color.  
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I. All buildings and outdoor storage shall be so located as to minimize any adverse effect of 

such outdoor storage upon adjoining property owners or occupants and upon the public on 

adjoining highways without thereby creating undue business hardship.  

J. The salvage yard shall not operate between the hours of 10:00 p.m. and 7:00 a.m. The 

salvage yard shall have at least one qualified adult person on duty supervising operations 

on the premises during all hours that the salvage yard is open for business.  

K. None of the operations of the salvage yard, including any storage or dismantling 

activities, shall be conducted in a public right -of -way.  

L. The Township Board may, for cause shown, grant exceptions to the regulations herein 

contained where the spirit, in tent and purpose of these regulations will still be complied 

with and an unnecessary or unreasonable hardship would otherwise exist by a strict 

construction and enforcement of such regulations.  

 

310 .006 -  Violation deemed nuisance.  

The operation of any sa lvage yard in violation of the regulations contained in this 

Ordinance is hereby determined to be detrimental to the health, safety and general welfare 

of the inhabitants, property owners, and people within Kalamazoo Charter Township, and a 

public nuisance .  

 

310 .007 -  Sanctions.  

A. Any person who violates any of the regulations or provisions contained in this 

Ordinance, whether as owner, lessee, licensee, agent, servant, or employee, shall be liable 

as principal.  

B. Any violations of the regulations or pr ovisions contained in this Ordinance shall 

constitute a basis for injunctive relief against the violator, restraining and prohibiting said 

violator from continuing said violation, in addition to any other relief or sanction herein set 

forth or allowed by l aw.  

C. Any person who violates any of the provisions of this Ordinance shall be deemed to be 

responsible for a municipal civil infraction as defined by Michigan Statute which shall be 

punishable by a civil fine determined in accordance with the following schedule:  

 

     Minimum Fine   Maximum Fine  

1st Offense within 3 -year period*   $75.00  $500.00  

2nd Offense within 3 -year period*   $150.00  $500.00  

3rd Offense within 3 -year period*   $325.00  $500.00  

4th or More Offense  within 3 -year period *   $500.00  $500.00  

* Determined on the basis of the date of commission of the offense(s).  

 

Additionally, the violator shall pay costs which may include all expenses, direct and 

indirect, to which Kalamazoo Charter Township has been put in connection with the 

municipa l civil infraction. In no case, however, shall costs of less than $9.00 nor more than 

$500.00 be ordered. Each day that a violation exists shall constitute a separate offense.  

(Ord. No. 427, 10 -24 -94)  

 

310 .008 -  Severability.  
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Should any section, clause, or provision of this Ordinance be declared by the Courts to be 

invalid, the same shall not affect the validity of the Ordinance as a whole, or any part 

thereof other than the part so declared to be invalid.  

 

310 .009 -  Repeal.  

The Kalamazoo Township Junk Y ard Ordinance, being Ordinance No. 63, effective 

September 1, 1958, and Kalamazoo Township Salvage Yard Ordinance, being Ordinance 

No. 99, effective December 1, 1963, are hereby expressly repealed. However, legal 

proceedings presently pending on an ordinan ce which is hereby repealed may proceed to a 

judgment or decision and shall not be affected by this Ordinance.  

 

310 .010 -  Effective date.  

This Ordinance shall take effect on the 26th day of March, 1984.  
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Ord. No. 324 - ANTI-NOISE AND PUBLIC NUISANCE Effective: July 1, 1985 
An Ordinance to secure the public health, safety, and general welfare of the residents and 

property owners of Kalamazoo Charter Township, Kalamazoo County, Michigan, by the 

regulation of noise withi n said Township; to prescribe the penalties for the violation thereof 

and to repeal all ordinances or parts of ordinances inconsistent with or less restrictive than 

said ordinance.  

 

THE CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF KALAMAZOO, KALAMAZOO COUNTY, MICHIGAN ORDAINS:  

 

3 24 .001 -  Title.  

This Ordinance shall be known and cited as the Township Anti -Noise and Public Nuisance 

Ordinance.  

 

324 .002 -  Definitions.  

The following terms used in this Ordinance are defined as follows:  

Decibel is a unit to express the magnitude of sou nd pressure and sound intensity. The 

difference in decibels between two sound pressures is 20 times the common logarithm of 

their ratio. In sound pressure measurements, the sound pressure level of a given sound is 

defined to be 20 times the common logarith m of the ratio of that sound pressure to a 

reference pressure of 2 × 10 -5 N/m^2 (Newtons per meter squared). As an example of 

the effect of this formula, a three decibel change in the sound pressure level corresponds 

to a doubling or halving of the sound i ntensity, and a ten -decibel change corresponds to a 

tenfold increase or decrease to 1/10th the former intensity.  

dB(A) means the sound pressure level in decibels measured on the "A" scale of a standard 

sound level meter having characteristics defined by t he American National Standards 

Institute, Publication ANSI S1.4 -1971.  

 

324 .003 -  Anti - noise regulations.  

A. General regulation. No person, firm or corporation shall cause or maintain any 

unreasonably loud noise or disturbance, injurious to the health, pea ce or quiet of the 

residents and property owners of the Township.  

B. Specific violations. The following noises and disturbances are hereby declared to be a 

violation of this Ordinance; provided, however, that the specification of the same is not 

thereby t o be construed to exclude other violations of this Ordinance not specifically 

enumerated:  

1. The playing of any radio, phonograph, television, or other electronic or mechanical 

sound producing device including any musical instrument, in such a manner or w ith such 

volume as to unreasonably upset or disturb the quiet, comfort or repose of other persons.  

2. Yelling, shouting, hooting or singing on the public streets between the hours of 10:00 

P.M. and 7:00 A.M., or at any time or place so as to unreasonably upset or disturb the 

quiet, comfort or repose of any persons in the vicinity.  

3. The emission or creation of any excessive noise which unreasonably interferes with the 

operation of any school, church, hospital or court.  

4. The keeping of any animal, bird  or fowl, which emanates frequent or extended noise 

which shall unreasonably disturb the quiet, comfort or repose of any person in the vicinity; 

such as allowing or permitting any dog to bark repeatedly in an area where such barking 

can be clearly heard fr om nearby residential property.  
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5. The operation of any automobile, motorcycle or other vehicle so out of repair or loaded 

or constructed as to cause loud and unnecessary grating, grinding, rattling, or other 

unreasonable noise including the noise resulti ng from exhaust, which is clearly audible 

from nearby properties and unreasonably disturbing to the quiet, comfort or repose of 

other persons. The modification of any noise abatement device on any motor vehicle or 

engine, or the failure to maintain same so  that the noise emitted by such vehicle or engine 

is increased above that emitted by such vehicle as originally manufactured shall be in 

violation of this section.  

6. The sounding of any horn or other device on any motor vehicle unless necessary to 

operate said vehicle safely or as required by the Michigan Motor Vehicle Code.  

7. The discharging outside of any enclosed building of the exhaust of any steam engine, 

int ernal combustion engine, motor vehicle, or motor boat engine except through a muffler 

or other similar device which will effectively prevent loud or explosive noises. The 

modification of any noise abatement device on any motor vehicle or engine, or the fai lure 

to maintain same so that the noise emitted by such vehicle or engine is increased above 

that emitted by such vehicle as originally manufactured shall be in violation of this section.  

8. The erection, excavation, demolition, alteration or repair of an y building or premises in 

any part of the Township, and including the streets and highways, in such a manner as to 

emanate noise or disturbance unreasonably annoying to other persons, other than 

between the hours of 7:00 A.M. and sundown on any day, except  in cases of urgent 

necessity in the interest of public health and safety. In such case, a permit shall be 

obtained from the building inspector or ordinance enforcement officer of the Township, 

which permit shall limit the periods that the activity may con tinue.  

9. The creation of a loud or excessive noise unreasonably disturbing to other persons in 

the vicinity in connection with the operation, loading or unloading of any vehicle, trailer, 

railroad car, or other carrier or in connection with the repairing  of any such vehicle in or 

near residential areas.  

10. The use of any drum, loudspeaker or other instrument or device for the purpose of 

attracting attention to any performance, show, sale, display or other commercial purpose 

which, by the creation of suc h noise, shall be unreasonably disturbing to other persons in 

the vicinity.  

11. The operation of any loudspeaker or other sound amplifying device upon any vehicle 

on the streets of the Township with the purpose of advertising, where such vehicle, 

speaker or sound amplifying equipment emits loud and raucous noises easily heard from 

nearly adjoining residential property.  

12. The operation of any machinery, equipment or mechanical device so as to emit 

unreasonably loud noise which is disturbing to the quiet,  comfort or repose of any person.  

13. The operation of any race track, proving ground, testing area or obstacle course for 

motor vehicles, motorcycles, boats, racers, automobiles or vehicles of any kind or nature in 

any area of the Township where the nois e emanating therefrom would be unreasonably 

disturbing and upsetting to other persons in the vicinity. Under no circumstances shall any 

race track, proving ground, testing area or obstacle course operate after 11:00 P.M. on 

any evening.  

 

324 .004 -  Anti - no ise regulations based upon dB(A) criteria.  

In order to regulate and prove violations occurring under 324 .003 of this Ordinance, any 

noise in excess of the maximum decibel limits according to the regulations stated below is 

deemed to be in violation of this  Ordinance. However, violations under 324 .003 above but 

which have no decibel determination available shall nevertheless be deemed violations of 

this Ordinance.  
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A. Regulations for decibel measurement of noise originating from private properties. Noise 

radiating from all properties or buildings, as measured at the boundaries of that portion of 

the property under separate occupancy, which is in excess of the dB(A) established for the 

districts and times herewith listed shall constitute prima facie evidenc e that such noise 

unreasonably disturbs the comfort, quiet, and repose of persons in the area and is 

therefore in violation of this Ordinance. Violations shall exist when the source or sources of 

noise are identifiable and the levels emanating from the sou rce or sources exceed the 

following limitations. As an example, such noise shall include that emitting from the 

production, processing, cleaning, servicing, testing, repairing and manufacturing of 

materials, goods or  products, including vehicles.  

 

Zoning Districts  Limitations  Limitations  

 7 AM to 10 PM  10 PM to 7 AM  

Residential (and any area within 500 feet of a 

hospital regardless of zoning district and 

agricultural districts located within 500 feet of 

any dwelling under separate ownership)  55 dB(A) 50 dB(A) 

Agricultural, where at least 500 feet from any 

dwelling under separate ownership and 

Commercial  65 dB(A) 55 dB(A) 

Industrial 80 dB(A) 75 dB(A) 
 

Harmonic or pure tones, and periodic or repetitive impulse sound shall be in violation when 

such sounds are at a sound pressure level of 5 dB(A) less than those listed above.  

Where property is partly in two zoning districts or adjoins the boundary of a zo ning district, 

the dB(A) levels of the zoning district of the property where the noise is emanating shall 

control.  

The following exceptions shall apply to these regulations under this 324 .004, subsection A:  

1. Construction projects shall be subject to th e maximum permissible noise levels 

specified for industrial districts as long as a valid building permit has been issued by 

the Township and is currently in effect.  

2. All railroad operations shall be subject to the maximum permissible noise levels 

allowe d in industrial districts, regardless of the zone where they are located.  

3. Noises occurring between 7:00 A.M. and sundown caused by home or building 

repairs or from maintenance of grounds are excluded, provided such noise does not 

exceed the limitations  specified in 324 .004(A) by more than 20 dB(A).  

4. Any commercial, agricultural or industrial use of property which exists now or in the 

future as a legal non -conforming use (as defined in the Township Zoning Ordinance) in 

a higher zoning classification s hall be allowed to emit noises in excess of these 

limitations for the particular zoning classification where such use is located, providing 

that such noise does not exceed either of the following limitations:  

a. The noise level emitted by such use at the time it became a legal nonconforming 

use as a result of the enactment of the Township Zoning Ordinance or amendment 

thereto, if available.  

b. The limitations contained herein based upon such a use being located in the 

highest zoning district (either comme rcial and agricultural or industrial) where such 

a use is specifically allowed as a permissible use.  

B. Regulations for decibel measurement of motor driven vehicles on public roads. All noise 

emitted from motor driven vehicles upon public roads shall be measured whenever 
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possible at a distance of at least 50 feet or 15 meters from a noise source located w ithin 

the public right -of -way. If measurement at 50 feet (15 meters) is not feasible, 

measurement may be made at 25 feet (7½ meters) and if this is done, six dB(A) shall be 

added to the limits provided below. All such noises in excess of the dB(A) as provi ded 

herein shall be prima facie evidence that such noise unreasonably disturbs the comfort, 

quiet, and repose of persons in the area and is therefore in violation of this Ordinance.  

 

Vehicle  Weight  

dB(A) 

Maximum 

Limitation  

Trucks & Buses .....  
Over 10,00 0 lbs. Gross 

Weight  
82dB(A)  

Trucks & Buses .....  
Under 10,000 lbs. Gross 

Weight  
74 dB(A)  

Passenger Cars .....  Any Weight  74 dB(A)  

Motorcycles, Snowmobiles & Minibikes .....  Any Weight  82 dB(A)  

All other self -propelled motor vehicles .....  Any Weight  74  dB(A)  

  

C. Measurement of noise. All measurements of dB(A) according to subparagraphs A and B 

of this Section shall be made by using a sound level meter of standard design and 

operated on the "A" weight scale, with "slow" meter response.  

 

324.005 -  Gene ral exceptions.  

The prohibitions hereinbefore enumerated shall not apply to the following general 

exceptions:  

A. Any police vehicle, ambulance, fire engine or emergency vehicle while engaged in 

necessary emergency activities.  

B. Excavation or repair of bridges, streets or highways or other property by or on behalf of 

the State of Michigan, County of Kalamazoo, or any municipal governmental body, 

between sundown and 7:00 A.M. when the public welfare, safety, and convenience rend er 

it impossible to perform such work during other hours.  

C. Warning devices emitting sound for warning purposes as authorized by law.  

D. Noises emanating from the discharge of firearms are excluded, providing the discharge 

of the firearms was authorized under Michigan law and all local ordinances.  

E. Any activity or function sanctioned or conducted by a governmental unit,  public school, 

or a private school properly licensed by the State of  Michigan.  

F. The Township Board shall have authority to grant per mits for short - term  outdoor 

recreational or holiday activities generating noise in excess of the  limits set forth in this  

Ordinance. In determining whether or not to grant  any such permit, the Township Board 

shall consider the duration of the  proposed activity, the level of noise likely to be 

generated by it, the times  of day during which such noise is likely to be generated, and the 

nature of  the area surrounding the site of the proposed activity. In granting any  permit 

hereunder, the Township Board sh all have the right to impose  reasonable terms and 

conditions designed to minimize any adverse impact  of the proposed activity on the 

surrounding area.  

(Ord. No. 568 11/26/2012)  

 

324 .006 -  Public nuisance regulations.  
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No person, firm or corporation shall cr eate, cause or maintain any public nuisance within 

the Township by the unreasonable emission of dust, smoke, fly ash or noxious odors which 

are offensive or disturbing to adjacent property owners and residents or persons in the 

area.  

 

324 .007 -  Validity.  

The several provisions of this Ordinance are declared to be separate; if any Court of Law 

shall hold that any section or provision hereof is invalid, such holding shall not affect or 

impair the validity of any other section or provision of this Ordinance.  

 

324 .008 -  Penalties.  

Any person, firm, association, partnership, corporation, or governmental entity that 

violates any of the provisions of the Kalamazoo Township Anti -Noise and Public Nuisance 

Ordinance shall be deemed guilty of a misdemeanor and upon c onviction thereof, shall be 

subject to a fine of up to $500.00 or imprisonment in the County jail up to ninety (90) 

days, or both such fine and imprisonment. Each day that a violation continues to exist shall 

constitute a separate offense. The fines and pe nalties herein provided shall be in addition 

to any injunctive or other relief which might be available or appropriate under the 

circumstances.  

(Ord. No. 427, 10 -24 -94; Ord. No. 444, 3 -11 -96)  

 

324 .009 -  Effective date.  

This Ordinance shall take effect on  July 1, 1985. All ordinances or parts of ordinances in 

conflict herewith are hereby repealed.  

Adopted: June 24, 1985  
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Ord. No. 350 - LITTER Effective: May 11, 1987 
An Ordinance to protect the public health, safety and general welfare of persons and 

property within Kalamazoo Charter Township through the regulation, control and 

prohibition of the depositing of rubbish, waste, litter, and debris upon public and private 

property within the Township; to provide penalties for the violation thereof and to repeal 

any ordinances or parts of ordinances in conflict therewith.  

 

THE CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF KALAMAZOO, KALAMAZOO COUNTY, MICHIGAN ORDAINS:  

 

350 .001 -  Title.  

This Ordinance shall be known and cited as the Kalamazoo Charter Township Litter 

Ordinance.  

 

350 .002 -  Definitions.  

Litter as used in this Ordinance means all garbage, scrap and waste materials including 

rags, cartons, paper, cans, bottles, used lumber, b oxes, wooden skids or pallets or parts 

therefrom (excluding those stored and used in connection with an industrial or commercial 

operation on the site), inoperable and discarded appliances and equipment, cut or broken 

tree branches, and broken or discarded  plaster, concrete, or brick building materials.  

 

350 .003 -  Regulations.  

a. It shall be unlawful for any person, without the consent of the public authority having 

supervision of public property or the owner of private property, to dump, deposit, place, 

throw or leave, or cause or permit the dumping, depositing, placing, throwing, or leaving 

of litter or any other materials on any public or private property or waters within the 

Charter Township of Kalamazoo other than property designated and set aside for such 

purposes. The phrase "public or private property or waters" includes, but is not limited to, 

the right -of -way of any road or highway, any body of water or water course, or the shores 

or beaches thereof, and including the ice above such waters; any par k, playground, 

building, refuge, or conservation or recreation area; and any residential, commercial, 

industrial, or farm properties or vacant or unimproved lands.  

b. It shall be unlawful for any person to aid, assist, or abet another to violate any of th e 

provisions of the within Ordinance.  

c. The owner or occupant of any building or premises within the Charter Township shall not 

permit or cause the outdoor storage of litter on such premises, subject to the following 

exceptions:  

(1) Such litter is tempor arily stored outdoors for not more than 14 days or for longer 

than any period which would cause the same to be odoriferous or a breeding place of 

insects or rodents, whichever is the lesser period.  

(2) Such litter does not include garbage or other putresc ible liquids or solids, is 

screened from the view of all adjacent properties and abutting public or private rights -

of -way, and is being stored only between monthly public litter collection by the Charter 

Township or its licensed agents.  

(3) Logs, branches , or other scrap wood may be neatly stacked outdoors on an 

occupied premises, provided such storage (1) does not exceed 640 cubic feet in area; 

(2) is not located within any required building setback areas as specified in the 

Kalamazoo Charter Township Zon ing Ordinance; and (3) complies with all applicable 

"Fire Codes" and other ordinance requirements. The limitation of 640 cubic feet shall 
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not apply to logs, branches, or other scrap wood stored and used in connection with a 

lawful industrial, commercial or  agricultural operation on the site.  

(4) Such litter is located in a duly licensed and properly zoned junk yard, salvage yard, 

or landfill where such uses or operations are legally authorized under the Kalamazoo 

Charter Township Zoning Ordinance.  

(5) A s pecial permit is first obtained therefor for a period of not to exceed 45 days from 

the Supervisor of Kalamazoo Charter Township or such other officer or official as the 

Township Board may designate to be granted only in special hardship cases beyond the 

control of the applicant, where special or peculiar circumstances exist, where no 

adjoining property owner is adversely affected thereby and where the spirit and 

purpose of these regulations are still observed. A special permit granted hereunder 

may be rene wed for not more than one additional 45 -day period upon a showing of due 

diligence and continued satisfaction of the criteria set forth above for the issuance of 

the initial permit.  

(Ord. No. 375, 8 -6-89)  

 

350 .004 -  Sanctions.  

Any person, firm, associati on, partnership, corporation or governmental entity who violates 

any of the provisions of this Ordinance shall be deemed to be responsible for a municipal 

civil infraction as defined by Michigan Statute which shall be punishable by a civil fine 

determined in accordance with the following schedule:  

 

Minimum Fine   Maximum Fine  

1st Offense within 3 -year period*   $75.00  $500.00  

2nd Offense within 3 -year period*   $150.00  $500.00  

3rd Offense within 3 -year period*   $325.00  $500.00  

4th or More Offense  within 3-year period *   $500.00  $500.00  

* Determined on the basis of the date of commission of the offense(s).  

 

Additionally, the violator shall pay costs which may include all expenses, direct and 

indirect, to which Kalamazoo Charter Township has been put in con nection with the 

municipal civil infraction. In no case, however, shall costs of less than $9.00 nor more than 

$500.00 be ordered. In addition, the Township shall have the right to proceed in any court 

of competent jurisdiction for the purpose of obtaining  an injunction, restraining order, or 

other appropriate remedy to compel compliance with this Ordinance. Each day that a 

violation exists shall constitute a separate offense.  

(Ord. No. 427, 10 -24 -94)  

 

350 .005 -  Validity.  

Should any section, clause, or pr ovision of this Ordinance be declared by the courts to be 

invalid, the same shall not affect the validity of this Ordinance as a whole or any part 

thereof other than the part or portion thereof so declared to be invalid.  

 

350 .006 -  Repeal.  

All ordinances or parts of ordinances in conflict herewith are hereby repealed.  

 

350 .007 -  Effective date.  
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This Ordinance shall take effect on May 11, 1987.  
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Ord. No. 384 - FALSE ALARM Effective: September 19, 1990 
An Ordinance to protect the public health, safety and general welfare of persons and 

property within the Charter Township of Kalamazoo through regulations designed to 

minimize false alarms for either fire or police protection or service; to provide penalti es 

and fees for such false alarms; and to repeal all ordinances in conflict herewith.  

 

THE CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF KALAMAZOO, KALAMAZOO COUNTY, MICHIGAN, ORDAINS:  

 

384.001 -  Title.  

This Ordinance shall be known and cited as the "Kalamazoo Charter Township Fal se Alarm 

Ordinance."  

 

384.002 -  Regulations.  

A. False alarms. It shall be unlawful for any person to knowingly start or spread any false 

alarm of fire, riot, explosion, civil disturbance, crime or other breach of the peace within 

the Township.  

B.  Prohibition. It shall be unlawful for any person to report the existence of a fire or other 

emergency to the police, fire department or any other agency empowered to deal with an 

emergency when such person knows the report to be false.  

It shall be unlawful for any person to report or cause to be reported to any police agency 

any information concerning the commission of any offense or other incident which would 

require police action when such person knows that no such offense or other inc ident has 

occurred, or when such person knows the information is false, or that such person has no 

such reliable information.  

C. Reports of bombs or other hazards. It shall be unlawful for any person to knowingly give 

false information to the affect that a bomb will be exploded or that any other serious 

hazard exists in any public conveyance, church, school, theater, auditorium, assembly hall, 

factory, warehouse, industrial, commercial or residential building, or any other place used 

for public gatherings.   

D.  Security systems. Any person, firm or corporation having a burglar, holdup or other 

type of intrusion alarm which communicates a false alarm to the Kalamazoo Township 

Police Department and which is responded to by said police department shall be charg ed a 

fee for the same as established by resolution of the Township Board duly adopted at a 

regular or special meeting of said Board and entered in the official records of the Township 

Clerk. Such resolution may be amended from time to time by action of the  Township Board 

to reflect changes in costs to the Township and other policy considerations.  

E. Fire alarm systems. Any person, firm or corporation having a fire alarm system which 

communicates a false alarm to the Kalamazoo Township Fire Department and w hich is 

responded to by said fire department shall be charged a fee for the same as established by 

resolution of the Township Board duly adopted at a regular or special meeting of said 

Board and entered in the official records of the Township Clerk. Such r esolution may be 

amended from time to time by action of the Township Board to reflect changes in costs to 

the Township and other policy considerations.  

F. Use of telephone or electronic device in reporting false alarms. It shall be unlawful for 

any person , firm or corporation to use or cause to be used any telephone or electronic 

device or attachment that automatically selects a public primary telephone trunk line of the 

Township police or fire department, or any other Township department, and upon 

connect ion thereto reproduces any pre - recorded message to report any burglary, fire 

alarm or other emergency.  
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(Ord. No. 412, 5 -10 -93)  

 

384.003 -  Sanctions.  

Any person, firm, association, partnership, corporation or governmental entity who violates 

any of the pr ovisions of this Ordinance shall be deemed to be responsible for a municipal 

civil infraction as defined by Michigan Statute which shall be punishable by a civil fine 

determined in accordance with the following schedule:  

 

     Minimum Fine   Maximum Fine  

1st Offense within 3 -year period*   $75.00  $500.00  

2nd Offense within 3 -year period*   $150.00  $500.00  

3rd Offense within 3 -year period*   $325.00  $500.00  

4th or More Offense  within 3 -year period *  $500.00  $500.00  

* Determined on the basis of the date of  commission of the offense(s).  

 

Additionally, the violator shall pay costs which may include all expenses, direct and 

indirect, to which Kalamazoo Charter Township has been put in connection with the 

municipal civil infraction. In no case, however, shall c osts of less than $9.00 nor more than 

$500.00 be ordered. In addition, the Township shall have the right to proceed in any court 

of competent jurisdiction for the purpose of obtaining an injunction, restraining order, or 

other appropriate remedy to compel compliance with this Ordinance. Each day that a 

violation exists shall constitute a separate offense. In the case of the negligent or improper 

maintenance of an alarm system by the owner or operator of such system, the foregoing 

fines and costs shall be in  addition to any fees as hereinbefore prescribed where the false 

alarm occasioned by such negligence or improper maintenance occurs more than three 

times within a calendar year.  

(Ord. No. 427, 10 -24 -94)  

 

384.004 -  Validity.  

Should any section, clause or provision of this Ordinance be declared by the courts to be 

invalid, the same shall not affect the validity of this Ordinance as a whole or any part 

thereof other than the part or portion declared to be invalid.  

 

384.005 -  Repeal of conflicting ordinances  and effective date.  

All ordinances or parts of ordinances in conflict herewith are hereby repealed. This 

Ordinance shall take effect on the 19th day of September, 1990.  
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Ord. No. 393 - PUBLIC NUDITY Adopted: March 23, 1992 
An Ordinance to protect and secure the public health, safety and general welfare of 

persons and property through the prohibition of public nudity within the Township of 

Kalamazoo, Kalamazoo County, Michigan:  

     To provide penalties for the violation of the provisions of this Ordinance; to repeal any 

ordinances or parts of ordinances in conflict herewith and to provide for an effective date 

of said ordinance. This ordinance is adopted pursuant to the provisions of Act No. 246 of 

the Public Acts of 1945, a s amended by Act No. 78 of the Public Acts of 1989 and Act No. 

177 of the Public Acts of 1991, being Section 41.181 of the Michigan Compiled Laws.  

 

THE CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF KALAMAZOO, COUNTY OF KALAMAZOO, MICHIGAN 

ORDAINS:  

 

393.001 -  Name.  

This Ordinance s hall be known and cited as the "Kalamazoo Township Public Nudity 

Ordinance".  

 

393.002 -  Purpose.  

The purpose of this Ordinance is to prohibit public nudity within the Township of 

Kalamazoo, County of Kalamazoo, Michigan.  

 

393.003 -  Regulation.  

1. No pers on shall knowingly or intentionally display, in a public place located within the 

Township of Kalamazoo, Kalamazoo County, Michigan, his or her genitals or anus unless a 

fully opaque material covers his or her genitals and/or anus.  

2. No person shall know ingly or intentionally provide for and/or promote or participate in 

the display in a public place located within the Township of Kalamazoo, Kalamazoo County, 

Michigan, of any individual's genitals and/or anus unless a fully opaque material covers 

such indi vidual's genitals and/or anus.  

3. For purposes of Subsection 2 of Section III [87.003] of this Ordinance, providing for, 

promoting or participating in the display in a public place located within the Township of 

Kalamazoo, Kalamazoo County, Michigan of an y individual's genitals or anus without an 

opaque covering, includes public displays for money or items of value or promise of the 

same by any person, firm or other entity including but not limited to, payment or promise 

of payment of an admission fee.  

 

3 93.004 -  Savings clause.  

The provisions of this Ordinance are hereby declared to be separable and if any clause, 

sentence, word, section or provision is declared void or unenforceable for any reason by 

any court of competent jurisdiction, it shall not affect any portion of the ordinance other 

than said part or portion thereof.  

 

393.005 -  Sanctions.  

Any person, firm, association, partnership, corporation or governmental entity who violates 

any of the provisions of this Ordinance shall be deemed to be res ponsible for a municipal 

civil infraction as defined by Michigan Statute which shall be punishable by a civil fine 

determined in accordance with the following schedule:  
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     Minimum Fine   Maximum Fine  

1st Offense within 3 -year period*   $75.00  $500.00  

2n d Offense within 3 -year period*   $150.00  $500.00  

3rd Offense within 3 -year period*   $325.00  $500.00  

4th or More Offense  within 3 -year period *  $500.00  $500.00  

* Determined on the basis of the date of commission of the offense(s).  

 

Additionally, the violator shall pay costs which may include all expenses, direct and 

indirect, to which Kalamazoo Charter Township has been put in connection with the 

municipal civil infraction. In no case, however, shall costs of less than $9.00 nor more  than 

$500.00 be ordered. In addition, the Township shall have the right to proceed in any court 

of competent jurisdiction for the purpose of obtaining an injunction, restraining order, or 

other appropriate remedy to compel compliance with this Ordinance. Each day that a 

violation exists shall constitute a separate offense.  

(Ord. No. 427, 10 -24 -94)  

 

393.006 -  Effective date and repeal.  

This Ordinance shall take effect 30 days after publication. All ordinances or parts of 

ordinances in conflict with any of  the provisions contained herein are hereby repealed.  
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Ord. No. 395 - ELECTRICAL CODE Adopted: April 3, 1992 
[Because of the length of this Ordinance it is published separately. If a copy of this 

Ordinance is required, please contact the Kalamazoo Charte r Township Clerk .]   
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Ord. No. 423 - PARKING VIOLATIONS BUREAU Adopted: July 11, 1994 
An ordinance to establish a parking violations bureau pursuant to Act No. 154 of the Public 

Acts of 1968, as amended, being 1948 CL 600.8395, for the purpose of accepting civil 

infraction admissions in vehicle parking violation cases; to regulate the parking of vehicles 

on public highways, streets and roads and other public property and on certain private 

property; to establish civil fines for violations of this Ordinance, or any other parking 

ordinance of the Township, and to provide for the distribution thereof; to establish certain 

procedures and standards for the issuance of citations for alleged violations of this 

Ordinance; and to repeal all ordinances or parts of ordi nances in conflict herewith.  

 

423.001 -  Establishment of parking violations bureau.  

Pursuant to 1948 CL 600.8395, the Charter Township of Kalamazoo, Kalamazoo County, 

Michigan, hereby establishes a parking violations bureau to accept admissions of 

responsibility in parking violation cases, which bureau shall have such powers, duties and 

responsibilities as set forth in this Ordinance.  

 

423.002 -  Purpose of ordinance.  

The provisions of this Ordinance shall control the parking of vehicles on public highways, 

streets, roads and parking areas and drives and also on private parking lots, priva te 

drives, and private roads which are open to the public and for the use of patrons of any 

public schools, business, apartments, stores, offices, and clinics; provided that the owner 

or owners of said private parking lots, private roads or private drives consent to the 

enforcement of parking ordinances of the Township concerning parking violations occurring 

on said lots, roads, or drives.  

 

423.003 -  Parking offenses and civil fines.  

The following shall be deemed to be parking offenses in violation of this  Ordinance and the 

civil fine for each violation shall be as follows:  

a.  Parking in an area in violation of a no parking sign or street marking as authorized by 

the County Road Commission concerning county roads, by the State Highway Department 

concerning  state highways, or by the Township of Kalamazoo concerning public and private 

roads, drives or parking lots. .....$30.00  

b.  Parking within 15 feet of a fire hydrant. .....30.00  

c.  Parking in a marked fire lane. .....30.00  

d.  Parking within 25 feet of a  corner. .....30.00  

e.  Parking within five feet of a driveway or alley. .....30.00  

f.  Parking upon a sidewalk or crosswalk. .....30.00  

g.  Parking within 10 feet of the center of a street. .....60.00  

h.  Parking a vehicle for longer than permitted. .....30.00  

i.  Parking a vehicle more than one foot from a curb or curb line. .....30.00  

j.  Parking a vehicle in violation of any other parking provisions of any ordinance of 

Kalamazoo Charter Township. .....30 .00  

k.  Parking a vehicle within 30 feet of the approach to any flashing beacon, stop sign, or 

traffic control signal located at the side of a highway, road or street. .....30.00  

l.  Parking a vehicle within 50 feet of the nearest rail of a railroad crossi ng. .....30.00  

m.  Parking a vehicle within 20 feet of the driveway entrance to any fire station. .....30.00  
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n.  Parking a vehicle along side or opposite any street excavation or obstruction when such 

stopping, standing or parking would obstruct traffic ... ..60.00  

o.  Parking a vehicle on the highway side of any vehicle stopped or parked at the edge or 

curb of a street. .....60.00  

p.  Parking a vehicle on a highway, road, street, private road, private drive or parking lot 

which has been signed or marked for angle parking at an angle different from the curb or 

edge of such highway. .....30.00  

q.  Parking a vehicle within 500 feet of a fire or an accident at which police officers are in 

attendance. .....30.00  

r.  Parking a vehicle upon any bridge or any elevate d structure upon a street or within a 

street tunnel. .....60.00  

s.  Parking in a parking space clearly identified by an official sign as being reserved for use 

by handicappers which is on public property, or private property available for public use, 

unles s the person is a handicapper, or unless the person is parking the vehicle for the 

benefit of a handicapper. A certificate of identification issued pursuant to the Michigan 

Motor Vehicle Code to a handicapper shall be displayed on the front windshield, or a 

special registration plate issued to a handicapper shall be displayed on the vehicle. 

.....75.00  

t.  Parking a vehicle in a position such that it is facing the flow or direction of traffic of that 

lane of travel closest to the parked vehicle. .....30.00  

     The above civil fines shall be doubled concerning any violator who fails to appear within 

ten days of the date of the violation. In cases where the Defendant has been found 

responsible by a Court of law, the court may assess in addition to the civil fines provided 

above, costs and judgment fees as provided by law.  

 

423.004 -  Citation requirements and admission of responsibility.  

Any person receiving any citation alleging the violation of a township parking ordinance 

shall be advised on the citation a s to all matters required by law including, at a minimum, 

the offense, the vehicle registration number (license plate number), date and place of the 

offense and the time within which the owner or driver of the vehicle must appear at the 

Township hall for p urposes of admitting or denying responsibility; or, in the alternative, 

when he or she may pay the civil fine as stated thereon. Such person may admit 

responsibility to such charges before the clerk or other designated employee, of the 

Parking Violations B ureau. The clerk shall be a township employee and shall be appointed 

to such position by resolution of the Township Board.  

     The clerk or other designated employee of the Parking Violations Bureau shall indicate 

on the citation that the admission of re sponsibility to the citation was made and accepted, 

and the person so pleading shall sign the citation as proof that such admission was made.  

     Upon accepting such admission of responsibility, the clerk or other designated 

employee shall collect from t he person the civil fine for such violation as provided in this 

Ordinance, and shall give such person a receipt acknowledging payment of said civil fine.  

 

423.005 -  Denial of responsibility.  

Concerning any person who denies responsibility before the clerk  or other designated 

employee of the Township, such clerk or other employee shall advise the complainant to 

file said citation and to swear out a complaint with the District Court for the 8th Judicial 

District of the State of Michigan or such other court h aving jurisdiction of said matter and 

said alleged parking violation shall then be processed as a civil infraction as provided by 

law. In any proceeding for a violation of this Ordinance, proof that the particular vehicle 
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described in the complaint was par ked in violation of any such provision of this Ordinance, 

together with proof that the person named in the complaint was at the time of such 

parking the registered owner of such vehicle, shall constitute in evidence a presumption 

that the registered owner of such vehicle was the person who parked or placed such 

vehicle at the point where, and for the time during which such violation occurred.  

 

423.006 -  Accounting of citations.  

The Parking Violations Bureau clerk or other designated employee shall retain a ll citations 

and shall account to the Township Board once a month concerning the number of 

admissions and denials of responsibility made concerning parking violations and the 

amount of fines collected. The clerk or other designated employee shall be entitl ed to be 

paid such compensation as may be determined from time to time by resolution of the 

Township Board. The amounts collected in civil fines shall be turned over to the Township 

Treasurer to be placed in the general fund of the Township.  

 

423.007 -  Severability.  

The provisions of this Ordinance are hereby declared to be severable. If any clause, 

sentence, paragraph, section or subsection is declared void or inoperable for any reasons, 

it shall not affect any other part or portion thereof.  

 

423.008 -  Effective date and repeal of conflicting ordinances.  

This Ordinance shall take effect 30 days following publication after its adoption by the 

Township Board. All ordinances or parts of ordinances in conflict herewith are hereby 

repealed.  
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Ord. No. 428 - MUNICIPAL ORDINANCE VIOLATIONS BUREAU Adopted: November 28, 

1994 
An Ordinance to establish a Municipal Ordinance Violations Bureau pursuant to Act No. 12 

of the Public Acts of 1994 for the purpose of accepting civil infraction admissions of 

responsibilit y for municipal civil infractions for which municipal ordinance violation notices 

have been issued and served by authorized officials; to collect and retain civil fines for 

such admissions as prescribed herein; and to repeal all ordinances or parts of ordi nances 

in conflict herewith.  

 

THE CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF KALAMAZOO, KALAMAZOO COUNTY, MICHIGAN ORDAINS:  

 

428 .001 -  Title.  

This Ordinance shall be known and cited as "The Kalamazoo Charter Township Municipal 

Ordinance Violations Bureau Ordinance."  

 

428 .002 -  Establishment of Municipal Ordinance Violations Bureau.  

The Charter Township of Kalamazoo hereby establishes a Municipal Ordinance Violations 

Bureau pursuant to 1994 P.A. 12 (MCL 600.8396), as it may be amended from time to 

time, to accept admissions of r esponsibility for municipal civil infractions for which 

municipal ordinance violation notices have been issued and served by authorized officials, 

and to collect and retain civil fines for such admissions as prescribed herein.  

 

428 .003 -  Civil fines.  

Unless a different schedule of civil fines is provided for by any ordinance, the following 

schedule of civil fines payable to the Municipal Ordinance Violations Bureau for admissions 

of responsibility by persons served with municipal ordinance violation no tices shall apply:  

 

1st Offense within 3 -year period *   $75.00  

2nd Offense within 3 -year period *   $150.00  

3rd Offense within 3 -year period *   $325.00  

4th or More Offense within 3 -year period *  $500.00  

* Determined on the basis of the date of commission of the  offense(s).  

 

428 .004 -  Ordinance violation notice requirements and admission of 

responsibility.  

Any person receiving any municipal ordinance violation notice shall be advised on the 

notice as to all matters required by law including, at a minimum, the offense, the time 

within which the person must contact the Municipal Ordinance Violations Bureau for  

purposes of admitting or denying responsibility, and the consequences for failure to pay 

the required fine or to contact the Bureau within the required time. Such person may 

admit responsibility for such violation before the Clerk of the Municipal Ordinan ce 

Violations Bureau or other designated Township employee(s) within the Bureau. Upon 

accepting such admission of responsibility, the Clerk or other designated employee(s) shall 

collect from the person the civil fine for such violation as provided in this Ordinance. The 

Clerk of the Bureau shall be a Township employee and shall be appointed to such position 

by resolution of the Township Board.  
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428 .005 -  Denial of responsibility.  

With respect to any person who fails to admit responsibility and pay the requ ired civil fine 

within the designated time period, the Clerk or other designated Township employee(s) 

within the Bureau shall advise the complainant to issue and file a municipal civil infraction 

violation citation for such violation with the Court for the  8th Judicial District of the State of 

Michigan or such other court having jurisdiction of the matter. The citation filed with the 

court need not comply in all particulars with the requirements for citations as provided by 

sections 8705 and 8709 of 1994 P. A. 12, but shall consist of a sworn complaint containing 

the allegations stated in the municipal ordinance violation notice and shall fairly inform the 

alleged violator how to respond to the citation. A copy of the citation may be served by 

first class mai l upon the alleged violator at the alleged violator's last known address. The 

violation shall thereafter be processed as a municipal civil infraction as provided by law.  

 

428 .006 -  Accounting of civil fines.  

The Municipal Ordinance Violations Bureau Clerk  or other designated employee shall retain 

all municipal ordinance violation notices, shall account to the Township Board once a 

month concerning the number of admissions and denials of responsibility made concerning 

municipal civil infractions and the amo unt of fines collected. The amounts collected in civil 

fines shall be turned over to the Township Treasurer to be placed in the general fund of the 

Township.  

 

428 .007 -  Availability of other enforcement remedies.  

Nothing in this Ordinance shall be deemed to obligate the Township to initiate its ordinance 

enforcement activity through the issuance of a municipal ordinance violation notice. The 

Township shall have the right to directly proceed with the issuance of a municipal civil 

infraction citation for any  municipal civil infraction or to take such other enforcement 

action as is authorized by law.  

 

428 .008 -  Severability.  

The provisions of this Ordinance are hereby declared to be severable. If any clause, 

sentence, paragraph, section or subsection is decla red void or inoperable for any reason, it 

shall not affect any other part or portion thereof.  

 

428 .009 -  Repeal of conflicting ordinances.  

All ordinances or parts of ordinances in conflict herewith are hereby repealed.  

 

428 .010 -  Effective date.  

This Ordinance shall take effect immediately upon publication following adoption by the 

Township Board.  
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Ord. No. 436 - NORDIC ELECTRIC, L.L.C. GAS AND/OR ELECTRIC FRANCHISE Adopted: July 

24, 1995 
 

436 .001 -  Grant term.  

The Charter Township of Kalamazoo , Kalamazoo County, Michigan, hereby grants to Nordic 

Electric, L.L.C., a Michigan limited liability corporation, its successors and assigns, 

hereinafter called the "Grantee, " the right, power and authority to lay, maintain and 

operate gas mains, pipes an d services, and to construct, maintain and commercially use 

electric lines consisting of towers, masts, poles, crossarms, guys, braces, feeders, 

transmission and distribution wires, transformers and other electrical appliances on, along, 

across and under t he highways, streets, alleys, bridges and other public places, and to do 

a local gas and/or electric business in the Charter Township of Kalamazoo, Kalamazoo 

County, Michigan for a period of thirty years.  

 

436 .002 -  Consideration.  

In consideration of the rights, power and authority hereby granted, said Grantee shall 

faithfully perform all things required by the terms hereof.  

 

436 .003 -  Conditions.  

No street, alley, bridge, highway or other public place used by said Grantee shall be 

obstructed longer than necessary during the work of construction or repair, and shall be 

restored to the same order and condition as when said work was commenced. All of 

Grantee's structures and equipment shall be so placed on either side of the highways as 

not to unnecessarily interfere with the use thereof for highway purposes. All of Grantee's 

wires carrying electricity shall be securely fastened so as not to endanger o r injure persons 

or property in said highways. The Grantee shall have the right to trim trees if necessary in 

the conducting of such business, subject, however, to the supervision of highway 

authorities.  

 

436 .004 -  Hold harmless.  

Said Grantee shall at all  times keep and save the Charter Township free and harmless from 

all loss, costs and expense to which it may be subject by reason of the negligent 

construction and maintenance of the structures and equipment hereby authorized. In case 

any action is commenc ed against the Charter Township on account of the permission 

herein granted said Grantee shall upon notice defend the Township and save it free and 

harmless from all loss, cost and damage arising out of such negligent construction and 

maintenance.  

 

436 .00 5 -  Franchise not exclusive.  

The rights, power and authority herein granted are not exclusive. The right to do a gas 

business and the right to do an electric business hereunder are several [severable], and 

such rights may be separately exercised, owned and  transferred. Either manufactured or 

natural gas may be furnished hereunder.  

 

436 .006 -  Extensions.  

Said Grantee shall from time to time extend its gas and electric systems to and within said 

Charter Township, and shall furnish gas or electricity to appli cants residing therein in 

accordance with applicable laws, rules and regulations.  
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436 .007 -  Rates.  

The Grantee shall be entitled to charge the inhabitants of said Charter Township for gas 

and/or electricity furnished therein, the rate as approved by the Michigan Public Service 

Commission, to which Commission or its successors authority and jurisdiction to fix and 

regulate gas and electric rates and rules regulating such service in said Charter Township, 

are hereby granted. Such rates and rules shall be su bject to review and change at any 

time upon petition therefor being made by either said Charter Township acting by its 

Township Board, or by said Grantee.  

 

436 .008 -  Revocation.  

The franchise granted by this ordinance is subject to revocation upon sixty ( 60) days 

written notice by the party desiring such revocation.  

 

436 .009 -  Township jurisdiction.  

Said Grantee shall be and remain subject to all ordinances, rules and regulations of the 

Township now in effect, or which might subsequently be adopted for th e regulation of land 

uses or for the protection of the health, safety and general welfare of the public; provided 

however that nothing herein shall be construed as a waiver by Grantee of any of its 

existing or future rights under state or federal law.  

 

43 6 .010 -  Michigan Public Service Commission, jurisdiction.  

Said Grantee shall, as to all other conditions and elements of service, both gas and 

electric, not herein fixed, be and remain subject to the reasonable rules and regulations of 

the Michigan Public Service Commission or its successors, applicable to gas or electric 

service in said Charter Township.  

 

436 .011 -  Effective date.  

This ordinance shall take effect upon the day after the date of publication thereof, provided 

however, it shall cease and be of no effect after thirty days from its adoption unless within 

said period the Grantee shall accept the same in writing filed with the Township Clerk. 

Upon acceptance and publication hereof, this ordinance shall constitute a contract between 

said Charter Township and said Grantee.  
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Ord. No. 440 - HAZARDOUS MATERIALS COST RECOVERY Adopted: January 29, 1996 
 

THE KALAMAZOO CHARTER TOW NSHIP BOARD, KALA MAZOO COUNTY, MICHIGAN 

ORDAINS:  

 

440 .001 -  Purpose.  

The purpose of the within Ordinance is to provide for defraying a portion of expenses of 

the Township resulting from the Township responding with emergency equipment and 

personnel to a hazardous materials accident or incident involving the release or threa tened 

release of hazardous materials into the environment which requires emergency attention 

to protect the health, safety and general welfare of the public.  

 

440 .002 -  "Hazardous materials" defined.  

For purposes of this Ordinance, "hazardous materials" m eans explosives, pyrotechnics, 

flammable gas, flammable compressed gas, non - flammable compressed gas, flammable 

liquid, combustible liquid, oxidizing material, poisonous gas, poisonous liquid, irritating 

material, etiologic material, radioactive material, corrosive material, liquified petroleum 

gas, and other materials customarily considered dangerous to living beings or 

contaminating to the environment.  

 

440 .003 -  "Release" defined.  

For purposes of this Ordinance, "release" includes any spilling, leaking,  pumping, pouring, 

emitting, emptying, discharging, injecting, leaching, dumping or disposing of hazardous 

materials into the environment.  

 

440 .004 -  "Responsible party" defined.  

A "responsible party" is any individual, firm, corporation, association, par tnership, 

commercial entity, consortium, joint venture, government entity or and other legal entity 

that causes a release of a hazardous material, or whose action threatens such release; or 

who is an owner, tenant, occupant or party in control of property onto which or from which 

hazardous materials are released or threatened to be released.  

 

440 .005 -  Charges imposed upon a responsible party or parties.  

Where the Township fire and/or police department responds to a release of hazardous 

materials or a thre atened release of such materials, the responsible party or parties shall 

be liable to the Township for the following costs incident to such Township response:  

A.  All personnel costs of all personnel attending on behalf of and with the authority of the 

Tow nship including their current hourly rate, fringe benefits, and salary apportioned to the 

length of time in attendance, calculated commencing one hour after receipt of the signal to 

respond and continuing for each personnel until that personnel has conclud ed his or her 

incident related responsibilities.  

B.  The equipment costs of all equipment attending as established by an itemized resolution 

of the Township Board setting forth the costs attributable to each piece of Township 

equipment which might be invol ved in such a response. This resolution may be amended 

form time to time to reflect changes in equipment, inflation factors, and accounting records 

of past occurrences.  

C. Other expenses incurred by the Township including but not limited to rental or purc hase 

of additional machinery or equipment, retention of consultants, medical or hospitalization 
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costs, replacement costs relating to disposable, personnel protective equipment required to 

be disposed of, extinguishing chemicals, supplies  and water purchase d from water 

systems, and meals and refreshments for emergency personnel while responding to the 

hazardous materials incident.  

D.  Additional charges imposed by any other local, state or federal government entities, 

related to the incident.  

E. Administrati ve costs incurred in accounting for all expenditures and for billing and 

collection of such expenditures which shall not exceed 25 percent of the foregoing costs.  

 

440 .006 -  Billing procedures.  

Following the conclusion of the hazardous materials incident, the fire chief shall submit a 

detailed listing of all known expenses to the Township treasurer, who shall prepare an 

invoice to the responsible party for payment. The treasurer's invoice shall d emand full 

payment within forty - five (45) days of the receipt of the bill. Any additional expenses that 

become known to the Township fire chief following the transmittal of the bill to the 

responsible party shall be billed in the same manner on a subsequen t bill to the 

responsible party. For any amounts due that remain unpaid after forty - five (45) days, the 

Township shall impose a late charge of one (1%) percent per month or fraction thereof.  

 

440 .007 -  Non - exclusive charges.  

The foregoing rates and charge s shall not be exclusive of other charges that may be made 

by the Township for the costs and expense of maintaining a fire and/or police department, 

but shall only be supplemental thereto. Charges may additionally be collected by the 

Township through gener al taxation after a vote of the electors approving the same, or by 

special assessments established under Michigan statutes pertinent thereto.  

 

440 .008 -  Other remedies.  

The Township may pursue any other remedy, or may institute any appropriate action or 

proceeding, in a court of competent jurisdiction to collect charges imposed under this 

Ordinance. The recovery of charges imposed under this Ordinance does not limit the 

further liability of responsible parties under local ordinance or state or federal law,  rule or 

regulation.  

 

440 .009 -  Severability.  

Should any provision or part of the within Ordinance be declared by any court of 

competent jurisdiction to be invalid or unenforceable, the same shall not affect the validity 

or enforceability of the balance o f this Ordinance which shall remain in full force and effect.  

 

440 .010 -  Effective date and repeal of conflicting ordinances.  

This Ordinance shall take effect upon its publication following its adoption by the Township 

Board. All ordinances or parts of or dinances in conflict herewith are hereby repealed.  
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Ord. No. 443 - BUSINESS REGISTRATION Adopted: March 25, 1996 
 

THE KALAMAZOO CHARTER TOWNSHIP BOARD, KALAMAZOO COUNTY, MICHIGAN 

[ORDAINS]:  

 

443 .001 -  Scope.  

The provisions of this ordinance apply to all new businesses locating within the Township 

after the effective date hereof, except where an ordinance concerning a particular business 

contains a specific provision to the contrary, in which case the specific provision shall 

apply.  

 

443 .002 -  Application and registration.  

In the absence of a provision to the contrary, applications for new business registrations 

shall be made to the Township clerk prior to the commencement of business. Forms shall 

be supplied b y the clerk. Each application shall state the name of the applicant, the 

location of the business, the nature of the business, whether any hazardous materials will 

be present or stored on the premises, and any other additional information as may be 

needed for proper guidance of the Township officials and as specified on the application 

form. The Township clerk or other person responsible for processing registration 

applications shall provide assistance in filling out registration application forms to any 

person asking for assistance.  

 

443 .003 -  Records on computers.  

Nothing in any Township ordinance shall be deemed to prohibit the Township clerk from 

using computers to organize information concerning registrations, or to store or process 

such information. The clerk shall, however, have at least one written record, on paper, of 

each registration application and of each registration, organized in such a way that, if 

necessary, a manual search could retrieve information by the names of registrations 

and/or their address within the Township.  

 

443 .004 -  Fees.  

In the absenc e of a provision to the contrary, any fee or charges for registrations shall be 

paid in advance at the time the application is filed with the Township clerk. The amount of 

the fees shall be set by the Township Board from time to time by resolution.  

 

443 .0 05 -  Sworn statements.  

Wherever the application requires a "sworn" statement relating to any business, the 

person making the statement may make the statement either under oath or under 

affirmation to tell the truth.  

 

443 .006 -  Penalty.  

Any person, firm or  corporation violating any provision of this ordinance, or of any 

ordinance relating to registration where no other penalty is provided, shall be guilty of a 

civil infraction and be sanctioned $100.00 for each offense.  

 

443 .007 -  Severability.  
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The provisi ons of this ordinance are severable. If any provision of this ordinance or the 

application thereof to any person or circumstance is held invalid, such invalidity shall not 

affect other provisions or applications of this ordinance which can be given effect without 

the invalid provision or application.  

 

443 .008 -  Effective date and repeal of conflicting ordinances.  

This Ordinance shall take effect 30 days from the date of publication following its adoption 

by the Township Board. All ordinances or parts of or dinances in conflict herewith are 

hereby repealed.  
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Ord. No. 447 - TRESPASS Adopted: February 10, 1997 
An Ordinance to prohibit trespassing; to repeal all ordinances in conflict herewith; and to 

provide a penalty for the violation thereof.  

 

447.001 -  Title.  

This Ordinance shall be known as the Kalamazoo Charter Township Trespassing Ordinance.  

 

447.002 -  Trespass.  

Any person who willfully enters upon the lands or premises of another without lawful 

authority, after having been forbidden to do so by the owner, occupant or agent of either, 

or any person being upon the lands or premises of another, upon being notified to depart 

therefrom by the owner, occupant or agent of either, who, without lawful authority, 

neglects or refuses to depart therefrom shall b e guilty of a misdemeanor. Posting of the 

premises against trespassing in a conspicuous manner shall constitute notice under the 

foregoing provision.  

 

447.003 -  Penalty.  

Violation of this Ordinance shall be a misdemeanor punishable by a fine of not more than 

$500.00 or by imprisonment in the County Jail for not to exceed 90 days or by both such 

fine and imprisonment.  

 

447.004 -  Severability.  

This Ordinance and the various  parts, sections, subsections, provisions, sentences and 

clauses therein are severable. If any part of this Ordinance is found to be unconstitutional 

or invalid it is declared that the remainder of this Ordinance shall not be affected thereby.  

 

447.005 -  Effective date.  

This Ordinance shall take effect thirty (30) days following publication, after adoption. All 

Ordinances or parts of Ordinances in conflict herewith are repealed.  
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Ord. No. 448 - OBSTRUCTING BY DISGUISE OR FALSE INFORMATION Adopted: February 

10, 1997 
 

448.001 -  Title.  

This Ordinance shall be known as the Kalamazoo Charter Township Obstructing By 

Disguise Or False Information Ordinance.  

 

448.002 -  Obstructing by disguise or false information.  

Any person who in any manner disguises himself  or herself, or provides a false or fictitious 

name or other false information to a police officer or ordinance enforcement officer, with 

intent to obstruct the officer in the performance of his or her duty, whether such intent be 

effected or not, shall be  guilty of a misdemeanor.  

 

448.003 -  Penalty.  

Violation of this Ordinance shall be a misdemeanor punishable by a fine of not more than 

$500.00 or by imprisonment in the County Jail for not to exceed 90 days or by both such 

fine and imprisonment.  

 

448.004  -  Severability.  

This Ordinance and the various parts, sections, subsections, provisions, sentences and 

clauses therein are severable. If any part of this Ordinance is found to be unconstitutional 

or invalid it is declared that the remainder of this Ordina nce shall not be affected thereby.  

 

448.005 -  Effective date.  

This Ordinance shall take effect thirty (30) days following publication, after adoption. All 

Ordinances or parts of Ordinances in conflict herewith are repealed.  
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Ord. No. 449 - ASSAULT AND PUBLIC DISTURBANCE Adopted: February 10, 1997 
An Ordinance to prohibit assaults or assaults and batteries by an individual or the making 

of a disturbance in any business place or place open to the public or aiding and abetting in 

such acts; to repeal all Ordinances in conflict herewith; and to provide a penalty for the 

violation thereof.  

THE CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF KALAMAZOO, KALAMAZOO COUNTY, MICHIGAN, ORDAINS:  

 

449.001 -  Title.  

This Ordinance shall be known as the Kalamazoo Charter Township As sault And Public 

Disturbance Ordinance.  

 

449.002 -  Restriction.  

Any person who assaults or assaults and batters an individual or who makes a disturbance 

in any business place, public building or grounds, or other place open to the public, or who 

aids or a bets in any of the above acts, shall be guilty of a misdemeanor.  

 

449.003 -  Penalty.  

Violation of this Ordinance shall be a misdemeanor punishable by a fine of not more than 

$500.00 or by imprisonment in the County Jail for not to exceed 90 days or by bot h such 

fine and imprisonment.  

 

449.004 -  Severability.  

This Ordinance and the various parts, sections, subsections, provisions, sentences and 

clauses therein are severable. If any part of this Ordinance is found to be unconstitutional 

or invalid it is dec lared that the remainder of this Ordinance shall not be affected thereby.  

 

449.005 -  Effective date.  

This Ordinance shall take effect thirty (30) days following publication, after adoption. All 

Ordinances or parts of Ordinances in conflict herewith are repealed.  
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Ord. No. 450 - CONTROLLED SUBSTANCES - DRUG PARAPHERNALIA LOITERING Adopted: 

February 10, 1997 
An Ordinance to prohibit loitering in a place or area open to the public where controlled 

substances or drug paraphernalia are being illegally sold, dispensed, furnished, given away 

or stored; to repeal all Ordinances in conflict herewith; and to provide a  penalty for the 

violation thereof.  

 

THE CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF KALAMAZOO, KALAMAZOO COUNTY, MICHIGAN, ORDAINS:  

 

450.001 -  Title.  

This Ordinance shall be known as the Kalamazoo Charter Township Controlled Substances 

-  Drug Paraphernalia Loitering Ordinance.  

 

450.002 -  Definitions.  

"Controlled Substance" and "Drug Paraphernalia" shall be defined as they are in the 

Controlled Substances Act of the State of Michigan, MCL 333.7101 et seq., as amended.  

 

450.003 -  Restriction.  

A. No person shall knowingly loiter about or in any place or area open to the public where 

controlled substances or drug parapherpalia are being illegally sold, dispensed, furnished, 

given away or stored.  

B.  This Section shall not be interpreted to apply to loitering solely in the vicinity of lawful 

activities involving controlled substances or drug paraphernalia, including, but not limited 

to, such activities as lawful sales of controlled substances inside licensed pharmacies or 

drugstores, lawful sales or dispensation of controlled substan ces by persons properly 

licensed by the State of Michigan to sell or dispense controlled substances, and lawful 

possession of controlled substances pursuant to a prescription written by a person 

authorized to write prescriptions under law.  

 

450.004 -  Pena lty.  

Violation of this Ordinance shall be a misdemeanor punishable by a fine of not more than 

$500.00 or by imprisonment in the County Jail for not to exceed 90 days or by both such 

fine and imprisonment.  

 

450.005 -  Severability.  

This Ordinance and the va rious parts, sections, subsections, provisions, sentences and 

clauses therein are severable. If any part of this Ordinance is found to be unconstitutional 

or invalid it is declared that the remainder of this Ordinance shall not be affected thereby.  

 

450.0 06 -  Effective date.  

This Ordinance shall take effect thirty (30) days following publication, after adoption. All 

Ordinances or parts of Ordinances in conflict herewith are repealed.  
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Ord. No. 452 - TAX EXEMPTION FOR LOW INCOME HOUSING Adopted: April 14, 1997 
An Ordinance to provide for a service charge in lieu of taxes for a proposed multiple family 

dwelling project for persons of low income to be financed or assisted pursuant to the 

provisions of  the State Housing Development Authority Act of 1966, as amended.  

 

KALAMAZOO CHARTER TOWNSHIP, KALAMAZOO COUNTY, MICHIGAN ORDAINS:  

 

452 .001 -  Title.  

This Ordinance shall be known and cited as the Kalamazoo Charter Township Tax 

Exemption Ordinance.  

 

452 .002 -  Preamble.  

It is acknowledged that it is a proper public purpose of the State of Michigan and its 

political subdivisions to provide housing for its citizens of low income and to encourage the 

development of such housing by providing for a service cha rge in lieu of property taxes in 

accordance with the State Housing Development Authority Act of 1966 (1966 PA 345, as 

amended, MCLA Section 125.1401 et seq; MSA Section 16.114(l) et seq). The Township is 

authorized by this Act to establish or change the se rvice charge to be paid in lieu of taxes 

by any or all classes of housing exempt from taxation under this Act at any amount it 

chooses not to exceed the taxes that would be paid but for this Act. It is further 

acknowledged that such housing for persons of low income is a public necessity and as the 

Township will be benefitted and improved by such housing, the encouragement of the 

same by providing certain real estate tax exemption for such housing is a valid public 

purpose; further, that the continuance of the provisions of this Ordinance for tax 

exemption and the service charge in lieu of taxes during the period contemplated in this 

Ordinance are essential to the determination of economic feasibility of housing 

developments which are constructed and finance d in reliance on such tax exemption.  

     The Township acknowledges that Housing Resources, Inc. (the "Sponsor") has offered, 

subject to receipt of a Mortgage loan from the Michigan State Housing Development 

Authority, to own and operate a housing develop ment identified as Somerset Apartments 

on certain property located at 525 N. Arlington in the Township to serve persons of low 

income, and that the Sponsor has offered to pay the Township on account of this housing 

development an annual service charge for public services in lieu of all taxes.  

 

452 .003 -  Definitions.  

A. Authority means the Michigan State Housing Development Authority.  

B.  Act means the State Housing Development Authority Act, being Public Act 346 of 1966 

of the State of Michigan, as amended .  

C. Annual Shelter Rent means the total collections during the agreed annual period from all 

occupants of a housing development representing rent or occupancy charges, exclusive of 

charges for gas, electricity, heat, or other utilities furnished to the o ccupants.  

D.  Contract Rents are as defined by the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban 

Development in regulations promulgated pursuant to the U.S. Housing Act of 1937, as 

amended.  

E. Housing Development means a development which contains a significant el ement of 

housing for persons of low income and such elements of other housing, commercial, 

recreational, industrial, communal, and educational facilities as the Authority determines 

improve the quality of the development as it relates to housing for person s of low income.  
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F. Mortgage Loan means a loan to be made by the Authority to the Sponsor for the 

construction and/or permanent financing of the Housing Development.  

G. Utilities mean fuel, water, sanitary sewer service and/or electrical service which ar e paid 

by the Housing Development.  

H.  Sponsor means persons or entities which have applied to the Authority for a Mortgage 

Loan to finance a Housing Development.  

 

452 .004 -  Class of housing developments.  

It is determined that the class of Housing Develop ments to which the tax exemption shall 

apply and for which a service charge shall be paid in lieu of taxes shall be low income 

persons and families, which are financed or assisted pursuant to the Act. It is further 

determined that Somerset Apartments is of  this class.  

 

452 .005 -  Establishment of annual service charge.  

The Housing Development identified as Somerset Apartments and the property on which it 

has been constructed shall be exempt from all property taxes from and after the 

commencement of operatio n. The Township, acknowledging that the Sponsor and the 

Authority have established the economic feasibility of the Housing Development in reliance 

upon the enactment and continuing effect of this Ordinance and the qualification of the 

Housing Development f or exemption from all property taxes and a payment in lieu of taxes 

as established in this Ordinance, and in consideration of the Sponsor's offer, subject to 

receipt of a Mortgage Loan from the Authority, to own and operate the Housing 

Development, agrees to accept payment of an annual service charge for public services in 

lieu of all property taxes. The annual service charge shall be equal to four (4%) percent of 

the difference between the Annual Shelter Rents actually collected and Utilities.  

 

452 .006 -  Limitation on the payment of annual service charge.  

Notwithstanding Section V [219.005], the service charge to be paid each year in lieu of 

taxes for the part of the Housing Development which is tax exempt and which is occupied 

by other than low income per sons or families shall be equal to the full amount of the taxes 

which would be paid on that portion of the Housing Development if the Housing 

Development were not tax exempt.  

The term "low income persons or families" as used herein shall be the same meaning as 

found in Section 15(a)(7) of the Act.  

 

452 .007 -  Contractual effect of ordinance.  

Notwithstanding the provisions of Section 15(a)(5) of the Act to the contrary, a contra ct 

between the Township and the Sponsor with the Authority as third party beneficiary under 

the contract, to provide tax exemption and accept payments in lieu of taxes, as previously 

described, is effectuated by enactment of this Ordinance.  

 

452 .008 -  Pay ment of service charge.  

The service charge in lieu of taxes as determined under the Ordinance shall be payable in 

the same manner as general property taxes are payable to the Township except that the 

annual payment shall be paid on or before April 15 of ea ch year.  

 

452 .009 -  Duration.  
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This Ordinance shall remain in effect and shall not terminate so long as the Authority's 

Mortgage remains outstanding and unpaid or the Authority has any interest in the 

property; or the Housing Development remains subject to  income and rent restrictions 

pursuant to Section 42 of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986, as amended, provided, that 

operation of the Housing Development commences within one year from the effective date 

of this Ordinance.  

 

452 .010 -  Severability.  

The various sections and provisions of this Ordinance shall be deemed to be severable, and 

should any section or provision of this Ordinance be declared by any court of competent 

jurisdiction to be unconstitutional or invalid the same shall not affect the validity of the 

Ordinance as a whole or any section or provision of this Ordinance other than the section 

or provision so declared to be unconstitutional or invalid.  

 

452 .011 -  Effective date.  

This ordinance shall become effective immediately upon publica tion following adoption. All 

ordinances and parts of ordinances in conflict herewith are repealed to the extent of such 

conflict.  
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Ord. No. 459 - LAND DIVISION Adopted: November 24, 1997 
 

TOWNSHIP OF KALAMAZOO, KALAMAZOO COUNTY, MICHIGAN, ORDAINS:  

 

45 9 .001 -  Title.  

This ordinance shall be known and cited as the "Revised Kalamazoo Township Land 

Division Ordinance".  

 

459 .002 -  Purpose.  

The purpose of this ordinance is to carry out the provisions of the State Land Division Act 

(1 967 PA 288, as amended, formerly known as the Subdivision Control Act), to prevent 

the creation of parcels of property which do not comply with applicable ordina nces and said 

Act, to minimize potential boundary disputes, to maintain orderly development of the 

community, and otherwise provide for the health, safety and welfare of the residents and 

property owners of the municipality by establishing reasonable stand ards for prior review 

and approval of land divisions within the municipality.  

 

459 .003 -  Definitions.  

For purposes of this ordinance certain terms and words used herein shall have the 

following meaning:  

A.  "Applicant" -  a natural person, firm, association, partnership, corporation, or 

combination of any of them that holds an ownership interest in land whether recorded or 

not.  

B.  "Divide" or "Division" -  the partitioning or splitting of a parcel or tract of land by the 

proprietor thereof or by his or her heirs, executors, administrators, legal representatives, 

successors or assigns, for the purpose of sale or lease of more than one year, or of 

building development that results in one or more parcels of less t han 40 acres or the 

equivalent, and that satisfies the requirements of Sections 108 and 109 of the State Land 

Division Act. "Divide" and "Division" does not include a property transfer between two or 

more adjacent parcels, if the property taken from one pa rcel is added to an adjacent 

parcel; and any resulting parcel shall not be considered a building site unless the parcel 

conforms to the requirements of the State Land Division Act, or the requirements of other 

applicable local ordinances.  

C. "Exempt split " or "exempt division" -  the partitioning or splitting of a parcel or tract of 

land by the proprietor thereof, or by his or her heirs, executors, administrators, legal 

representatives, successors or assigns, that does not result in one or more parcels of l ess 

than 40 acres or the equivalent; provided all resulting parcels are accessible for vehicular 

travel and utilities from existing public roads through existing adequate roads or 

easements, or through areas owned by the owner of the parcel that can provid e such 

access.  

D.  "Forty acres or the equivalent" -  either 40 acres, a quarter -quarter section containing 

not less than 30 acres, or a government lot containing not less than 30 acres.  

E. "Governing body" -  the Township Board of the Township.  

F. ñAccessibleò or ñAccessibilityò ï means that the parcel has an area where a  driveway for 

that parcel provides vehicular access to an existing public road or street  and meets all 

applicable location standards of the County Road Commission or, where  applicable, the 

Michigan Department of Transportation, under Act No. 200 of the Public  Acts of 1969 (MCL 

247.321 -247.329); or has an area where a driveway can provide  vehicular access to an 
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existing public road or street and will meet all such applicable  location standard s and the 

requirements of the Township Zoning Ordinance.  

(Ord. No. 578 12/14/2015)  

 

459 .004 -  Prior approval requirement for land divisions.  

Land in the municipality shall not be divided without the prior review and approval of the 

municipal assessor, or o ther official designated by the governing body, in accordance with 

this ordinance and the State Land Division Act; provided that the following shall be 

exempted from this requirement:  

A.  A parcel proposed for subdivision through a recorded plat pursuant t o the municipality's 

Subdivision Control Ordinance and the State Land Division Act.  

B.  A lot in a recorded plat proposed to be divided in accordance with the municipality's 

Subdivision Control Ordinance and the State Land Division Act.  

C. An exempt split  as defined in this Ordinance, or other partitioning or splitting that 

results in parcels of 20 acres or more if each is not accessible and the parcel was in 

existence on March 31, 1997 or resulted from exempt splitting under the State Act.  

 

459 .005 -  App lication for land division approval.  

An applicant shall file all of the following with the municipal Clerk, Assessor or other official 

designated by the governing body for review and approval of a proposed land division 

before making any division either by  deed, land contract, lease for more than one year, or 

for building development:  

A.  A completed application form on such form as may be provided by the municipality.  

B.  Proof of fee ownership of the land proposed to be divided.  

C. A tentative parcel map drawn to scale including an accurate legal description of each 

proposed division, and showing the boundary lines, approximate dimensions, and the 

accessibility of each division for automobile traffic and public utilities.  

D.  Proof t hat all standards of the State Land Division Act and this Ordinance have been 

met.  

E. The history and specifications of any previous divisions of land of which the proposed 

division was a part sufficient to establish the parcel to be divided was lawfully i n existence 

as of March 31, 1997, the effective date of the State Land Division Act and sufficient to 

establish the proposed division complies with Section 108 of the Land Division Act.  

F. If transfer of division rights are proposed in the land transfer, detailed information about 

the terms and availability of the proposed division rights transfer.  

G. A fee established by resolutions of the Kalamazoo Charter Township Board to cover 

anticipated costs of review of the application and administration of this Ordinance and the 

State Land Division Act.  

(Ord. No. 532, 8 -27 -07)  

 

459 .006 -  Procedure for review  of applications for land division approval.  

A. The Township shall approve or disapprove the land division applied for within 45 days 

after receipt of a complete application conforming to this Ordinance's requirements and the 

State Land Division Act, and s hall promptly notify the applicant of the decision, and if 

denied, the reasons for denial.  

B.  Any person or entity aggrieved by the decision of the assessor or designee may, within 

30 days of said decision appeal the decision to the governing body of the Township or such 

other body or person designated by the governing body which shall consider and resolve 
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such appeal by a majority vote of said Board or by the appellate designee at its next 

regular meeting or session affording sufficient time for a 20 day written notice to the 

applicant (and appellant where other than the applicant) of the time and date of said 

meeting and appellate hearing.  

C. The assessor or designee shall maintain an official record of all approved and 

accomplished land divisions or tra nsfers.  

D.  Approval of a division is not a determination that the resulting parcels comply with 

other ordinances or regulations.  

E. The Township and its officers and employees shall not be liable for approving a land 

division if building permits for constr uction on the parcels are subsequently denied because 

of inadequate water supply, sewage disposal facilities or otherwise, and any notice of 

approval shall include a statement to this effect.  

 

459 .007 -  Standards for approval of land divisions.  

A proposed  land division shall be approved if the following criteria are met:  

A. All parcels created by a land division shall have the required frontage on a public street for 
the zoning district in which the property is located; the required minimum parcel size for the 
zoning district in which the property is located; and shall meet the following additional 
minimum width and area standards: 

(1) A minimum width of 80 feet at the required building setback line from a public road 

or municipally approved private road w here the premises is zoned R -2 Single and Two 

Family Residential.  

(2) A minimum width of 90 feet at the required building setback line from a public road 

or municipally approved private road where the premises is zoned R -1 Single Family 

Residential.  

(3) A minimum width of 200 feet at the required building setback line from a public 

road or municipally approved private road or as approved by the Planning Commission 

where the premises is zoned for RM -1, RM -2, RM -3; 70 feet where the premises is 

zoned C -1; 1 00 feet where the premises is zoned C -2or I -1; and 150 feet where the 

premises is zoned I -2.  

(4) A minimum lot (parcel) area of 13,200 square feet where the premises is zoned R -

2; a minimum of 20,000 square feet where the premises is zoned R -1; a minimum of 

10,890 square feet where the premises is zoned C -1; a minimum of 15,000 square feet 

where the premises is zoned C -2; a minimum of 21,780 square feet where the 

premises is zoned I -1; and a minimum of 43,560 square feet where the premises is 

zoned I -2.  

(5 ) Where municipal sanitary sewer and municipal water is not available the minimum 

lot area shall be 43,560 square feet and the minimum lot width shall be 200 feet in all 

zoning districts.ò 

(6) Any of the above dimensions may be reduced by action of the Zon ing Board of 

Appeals in specific cases for cause.  (Ord. No. 610, Sec. 15, 8/26/2019)  

 

B.  The proposed land division(s) comply with all requirements of the State Land Division 

Act and this Ordinance.  

C. All parcels created and remaining shall meet the definition of  ñaccessibleò as defined by 

this Ordinance and shall have the  requisite frontage on a public street or road required in 

the Zoning  District in which it is located. No private road or easement access  shall be 

authorized unless the requisite fro ntage on a public road is  also met.  
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D.  The ratio of depth to width of any parcel created by the division does not exceed a four 

to one ratio exclusive of access roads, easements, or nonbuildable parcels and parcels 

added to contiguous parcels that result in all involved parcels complying with s aid ratio.  

The permissible depth of a parcel created by a land division shall be measured within the 

boundaries of each parcel from the abutting road right of way to the most remote 

boundary line point of the parcel from the point of commencement of the m easurement.  

(Ord. No. 578 12/14/2015)  

 

459 .008 -  Consequences of noncompliance with land division approval 

requirement.  

Any division of land in violation of any provision of this Ordinance shall not be recognized 

as a land division on the Township tax rol l and no construction thereon which requires the 

prior issuance of a construction or building permit shall be allowed. The Township shall 

further have the authority to initiate injunctive or other relief to prevent any violation or 

continuance of any viola tion of this Ordinance.  

An unlawful division or split shall also be voidable at the option of the purchaser and shall 

subject the seller to the forfeiture of all consideration received or pledged therefor, 

together with any damages sustained by the purcha ser, recoverable in an action at law.  

The Township Assessor or other official designated by the governing body to administer 

the within Ordinance and statute shall refer violations of the statute, being Public Act 288 

or 1967, as amended, to the Kalamazoo  County Prosecuting Attorney.  

 

459 .009 -  Severability.  

The provisions of this ordinance are hereby declared to be severable and if any clause, 

sentence, word, section or provision is declared void or unenforceable for any reason by 

any court of competent jurisdiction, it shall not affect any portion of this ordinance other 

than said part or portion thereof.  

 

459 .010 -  Repeal.  

All previous Land Division Ordinances affecting unplatted land divisions in conflict with this 

Ordinance are hereby repealed; however, this Ordinance shall not be construed to repeal 

any provision in any applicable Zoning Ordinances, Building Codes or othe r ordinances of 

the Township which shall remain in full force and effect notwithstanding any land division 

approval hereunder.  

 

459 .011 -  Effective date.  

This ordinance shall take effect immediately upon its publication following adoption.  
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Ord. No. 467 - UNIFORM HOUSING CODE, 1997 EDITION Adopted: September 14, 1998 
[Because of the length of this Ordinance it is published separately. If a copy of this 

Ordinance is required, please contact the office of the Clerk of the Charter Township of 

Kalamazoo.]  
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Ord. No. 471 - PUBLIC ENTERTAINMENT Adopted: March 22, 1999 
An Ordinance to protect and promote the public health, safety and general welfare of the 

community by licensing and regulating certain forms of live entertainment; to provide 

sanctions for violat ions of the Ordinance; and to repeal any conflicting ordinances or parts 

of ordinances.  

 

THE CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF KALAMAZOO, KALAMAZOO COUNTY, MICHIGAN ORDAINS:  

 

471 .001 -  Name.  

This Ordinance shall be known and cited as the Charter Township of Kalamazoo Public 

Entertainment Ordinance.  

 

471 .002 -  Purpose.  

The purpose of this Ordinance is to regulate live public commercial entertainment involving 

dancing, monologues, pantomimes, a nd other personal body exhibitions, contortions or 

displays; and to license and regulate establishments where such live public commercial 

entertainment is presented, promoted and/or permitted.  

 

471 .003 -  Definitions.  

For purposes of this Ordinance the fol lowing words and phrases shall have the designated 

meaning:  

A. Establishment shall mean the premises where any person presents and/or promotes 

and/or permits any live public commercial entertainment within the scope of this 

Ordinance.  

B. Live public comm ercial entertainment means any live performance by a person or 

persons where any form of monetary or other consideration is exchanged, including 

dancing, monologues, pantomimes, or other personal body exhibitions, contortions or 

displays, in any facility o r area open or accessible to the public.  

C. Performer means any person participating in live public commercial entertainment at an 

establishment within the scope of this Ordinance.  

D. Person shall mean any individual, or any partnership, corporation, ass ociation, or other 

entity of any kind.  

 

471 .004 -  Establishment license requirement and process.  

A. License requirement: No person shall offer live public commercial entertainment without 

first obtaining a public entertainment license pursuant to this Ord inance.  

B. Application fee: The Township Board shall establish fees for entertainment license 

applications and renewals, which shall be reasonably related to the costs incurred by the 

Township in processing an application and the costs of administering th is Ordinance.  

C. License application process: An applicant for a public entertainment license shall obtain 

an application form from the Township Clerk. A completed application form and the 

application fee shall be filed with the Township Clerk. Upon recei pt of a complete 

application form the application shall be processed as follows:  

1. The Township Clerk shall notify the Township Board of the receipt of a complete 

license application, at or before the next regularly scheduled Township Board meeting 

follo wing the date the Township Clerk received the complete application form. This date 
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of notification of the Township Board shall be designated the "date of first 

presentment" for purposes of this Ordinance.  

2. By no later than the date of first presentment the Township Clerk shall provide 

copies of the application to the Township's Construction Code Enforcing Agency, the 

Township Fire Department, the Township Planning and Zoning Department, and the 

Township Police Department.  

3. Each of the foregoing Townsh ip Departments/Agencies shall inspect the premises 

identified in the application as the site for the public entertainment to determine if the 

premises comply with the following requirements:  

a. All applicable provisions of the Michigan Construction Code ( Township's 

Construction Code Enforcing Agency).  

b. All applicable provisions of the Township Fire Code/Ordinance (Fire Department).  

c. All applicable provisions of the Township Zoning Ordinance (Planning and Zoning 

Department).  

d. The physical requirements  set forth in 471.006 A., subsections 1 and 2, of this 

Ordinance (Planning and Zoning Department).  

4. Each Department/Agency shall deliver a written report of its findings to the 

Township Board within 28 days of the date of first presentment; or, within t hat same 

period of time submit a written statement to the Township Board specifying why the 

Department/Agency cannot complete its investigation and deliver its report within that 

period of time. Upon receipt of such a statement the Township Board may, for good 

cause shown, extend the Department's/Agency's time for submitting its written report 

to not later than 42 days of the date of first presentment.  

5. An applicant shall provide the foregoing Township Departments/Agencies with access 

to the subject premises for purposes of allowing each Department/Agency to complete 

its investigation required by this Section.  

6. The Township Board shall hold a hearin g on the license application within 28 days of 

the date of first presentment (or within 42 days of the date of first presentment if 

applicable pursuant to 471.004 C., subsection 4, herein). The hearing may be held at 

either a regular meeting or special mee ting of the Township Board. The Township Clerk 

shall provide the applicant with at least 5 days written notice of the hearing date and 

time by regular first class mail at the applicant's mailing address on the application 

form.  

7. At the hearing the appli cant and the general public shall have an opportunity to offer 

facts germane to the standards for approval of the license application.  

D. License approval standards: Upon the completion of the hearing the Township Board 

shall approve an application that h as been shown to comply with all the following 

standards:  

1. The application form was completed in an accurate and truthful manner.  

2. The applicant allowed the various Township Departments/Agencies sufficient access 

to the subject premises to facilitate the undertaking of the investigations required by 

Section 471.004 C., subsection 3, of this Ordinance.  

3. The subject premises fully comply with all applicable provisions of the Michigan 

Construction Code.  

4. The subject premises fully comply with all app licable provisions of the Township Fire 

Code/Ordinance.  

5. The subject premises fully comply with all applicable provisions of the Township 

Zoning Ordinance.  
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6. The subject premises comply with all provisions of this Ordinance pertaining to the 

physical fa cilities of the establishment.  

E. Denial/conditional approval of application: The Township Board shall deny an application 

that has not been shown to comply with all of the approval standards in 471.004 D. of this 

Ordinance; provided that if the applicant' s failure to comply with a standard for approval 

concerns a matter that is minor and correctable within 28 days, in the reasonable 

judgment of the Township Board, the Township Board may, in the alternative, approve the 

application with appropriate conditio ns to assure correction of the minor nonconformity. 

Any such conditions shall be specified in the record of the Township Board decision.  

F. Recording of action on application: The Township Board shall make findings of fact 

regarding the applicant's compli ance or noncompliance with the license approval standards 

and record those findings of fact in the record of its decision. The Township Clerk shall 

designate the Township Board's decision on the original application form.  

G. Notifying applicant of action on application: The Township Clerk shall notify the 

applicant, in writing, of the Township Board decision on an application by regular first -class 

mail to the applicant's mailing address on the application form, within 8 business days 

after the decision.  

(Ord. No. 566, § I, 9 -10 -12)  

 

471 .005 -  Duration/renewal of annual entertainment license.  

A. Duration of license: All entertainment licenses approved by the Township Board shall 

expire on May 1 of each year, and shall be renewable on an annual basis.  

B. License renewal application and process: An application for the renewal of an 

entertainment license shall be initiated by application to the Township Clerk on the same 

form as an initial license application, and shall be subject to the same process set forth in 

Section 471.004 C. of this Ordinance for an initial application.  

C. License renewal standards: The Township Board shall approve, deny, or conditionally 

approve a license renewal application, as provided in this Ordinance for an initial 

applicatio n, based on whether the renewal application has been shown to comply with all 

the following standards during the current license period:  

1. The standards specified in 471.004 D., subsections 1 ð6, of this Ordinance.  

2. The establishment and performer/emplo yee regulations specified in 471.006  of this 

Ordinance.  

3. All state laws and administrative regulations applicable to the subject premises and 

the entertainment presented therein, including any permits issued pursuant to such 

laws and/or administrative re gulations.  

4. All other ordinances of the Charter Township of Kalamazoo applicable to the subject 

premises and the entertainment presented therein.  

D. Denial/conditional approval of renewal application: 471.004 E. shall apply to an 

entertainment license renewal application in the same manner as it applies to an initial 

license application.  

E. Recording of action on renewal application: 471.004 F. shall apply to an entertainment 

license renewal application in the same manner as it applies to an initial li cense 

application.  

F. Notifying applicant of action on renewal application: 471.004 G. shall apply to an 

entertainment license renewal application in the same manner as it applies to an initial 

license application.  

G. Continuance of license pending deter mination on renewal application: If an applicant 

submits an application for the renewal of an entertainment license no later than 42 days 
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prior to the May 1 of its expiration, and the Township Board does not act on the renewal 

application within 28 days of  the date of first presentment thereof, the existing 

entertainment license shall continue in effect after May 1 and until the Township Board has 

made a final determination on the renewal application. If the renewal application is denied, 

the existing licen se shall continue in effect until the final outcome of such judicial review 

proceedings as may be undertaken to determine whether the renewal application has been 

properly denied, provided that the continuance of the existing license in such 

circumstances shall not preclude the Township from seeking judicial remedies for violations 

of the establishment and performer/employee regulations in this Ordinance or violations of 

any other applicable law or Ordinance.  

 

471 .006 -  Establishment and performer/employee  regulations.  

A. Establishment regulations: An establishment offering live public commercial 

entertainment shall comply with the following regulations at all times, and shall secure 

compliance with same by its performers and/or employees:  

1. The establish ment shall be equipped with separate male and female dressing rooms 

adequate in size to comfortably accommodate the performers, and located in close 

proximity to the area set aside for performances. Each such dressing room shall in no 

event be less than 64  square feet in area.  

2. All performances shall be confined to a designated area or areas separated from the 

area occupied by patrons and customers by a raised stage and/or railing and/or other 

permanent structural barrier.  

3. An establishment where alco holic beverages are served shall not retain the services 

of any performer or otherwise employ any individual who is not at least 18 years of 

age.  

4. No person shall at any time expose to public view any part of the pubic region, anus, 

or genitals.  

5. No p erson shall at any time perform or simulate the performance of sexual 

intercourse, masturbation, sodomy, bestiality, fellatio or cunnilingus.  

6. Employees and performers shall not eat, drink, or otherwise mingle with patrons or 

customers in any portion of  the establishment unless the employee/performer is 

clothed in such a manner as to not cause any of the following body parts to be exposed 

to view by any person, either directly or indirectly, through non -opaque clothing:  

a. Any part of the genitals;  

b. A ny part of the pubic region;  

c. Any part of the anus;  

d. More than one -half of the breast area, including the nipple and areola.  

Notwithstanding the foregoing, in an establishment where topless dancing is the 

primary entertainment a performer/employee may mingle with patrons for the purpose 

of conversation and/or soliciting a gratuity for a period of time not to exceed 15 

minutes from the completion of her performance without complying with 471.006 A., 

subsection 6.d., of this Ordinance; provided that durin g any such allowed post -

performance mingling the performer/employee shall otherwise fully comply with all 

applicable provisions of this Ordinance, including the other requirements within this 

471.006 .  

B. Performer/employee regulations: Performers and/or e mployees of an establishment 

subject to this Ordinance shall comply with the following regulations at all times:  

1. The regulations in 471.006 A., subsections 2 ð6, of this Ordinance.  
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2. Performers shall confine their performances to the area(s) designate d for 

performances pursuant to 471.006 A., subsection 2, of this Ordinance.  

(Ord. No. 472, § I, 6 -28 -99)  

 

471 .007 -  Violation and sanctions.  

 A. Any person who violates any provision of this Ordinance, or aids or abets any violation, 

whether as owner, le ssee, licensee, agent, servant, employee, or otherwise, shall be liable 

as a principal.  

B. Each day that a violation exists shall constitute a separate offense for enforcement 

purposes.  

C. Any violation of this Ordinance shall constitute a basis for injun ctive relief against the 

violator, restraining and prohibiting continuation of the violation, in addition to any other 

relief or sanction herein set forth or allowed by law.  

D. Any person who violates any of the provisions of this Ordinance shall be deeme d to be 

responsible for a municipal civil infraction as defined by Michigan statute which shall be 

punishable by a civil fine determined in accordance with the following schedule:  

 

     Minimum Fine   Maximum Fine  

1st Offense within 3 -year period*   $75.00  $500.00  

2nd Offense within 3 -year period*   $150.00  $500.00  

3rd Offense within 3 -year period*   $325.00  $500.00  

4th or More Offense  within 3 -year period *   $500.00  $500.00  

* Determined on the basis of the date of commission of the offense(s).  

 

Additiona lly, the violator shall pay costs which may include all expenses, direct and 

indirect, which the Township has incurred in connection with the municipal civil infraction 

up to the entry of judgment.  

 

471 .008 -  Suspension/revocation of entertainment license . 

A. Grounds for suspension/revocation: Any violation of this Ordinance shall be grounds for 

suspension/revocation of the entertainment license for the subject premises.  

B. License suspension/revocation process: Upon verifying that grounds exist for 

consi deration of the suspension/revocation of an entertainment license the Township Board 

may initiate suspension/revocation proceedings by scheduling a hearing on the matter at 

either a regular meeting or special meeting of the Township Board. The Township Cle rk 

shall provide the licensee with at least five days' written notice of the hearing date and 

time by regular first class mail at the licensee's mailing address. The notice shall also state 

the grounds for considering suspension/revocation of the license. At the hearing the 

licensee and the general public shall have an opportunity to offer comments germane to 

the standard for suspension/revocation of the license.  

C. Standard for suspension of license: The Township Board may suspend an entertainment 

license  upon determining that there has been a violation of any license approval/renewal 

standard specified in 471.004 D /  471.005 C. of this Ordinance or any provision of 471.006  

of this Ordinance on the subject premises during the duration of the current licens e for 

same.  

D. Duration/reinstatement of suspended license: The suspension of an entertainment 

license may be for a specific or indefinite duration; provided that the Township Board shall 
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reinstate a suspended entertainment license within 14 days after ve rifying that all 

ordinance violations relied upon as grounds for the suspension have been corrected and 

the subject establishment and its performers/employees are in full compliance with this 

Ordinance.  

E. Standard for revocation of license: The Township Board may revoke an entertainment 

license upon determining that the standard for suspension of the license has been shown 

to be satisfied, and upon further determining that the licensee failed to correct the 

violation of this Ordinance relied upon by the T ownship as grounds for revocation within 28 

days of the revocation hearing before the Township Board.  

F. Recording of action on suspension/revocation: 471.004 F. shall apply to an 

entertainment license suspension/revocation action in the same manner as it  applies to an 

initial license application.  

G. Notifying applicant of suspension/revocation: 471.004 G. shall apply to an 

entertainment license suspension/revocation action in the same manner as it applies to an 

initial license application.  

H. Duration/r estoration of revoked license: An entertainment license shall be revoked for a 

period of one year from the date of revocation, and until the former licensee has 

reimbursed the Township for all expenses incurred by the Township in connection with the 

revoca tion of the license, including any administrative and/or judicial adjudication of the 

underlying ordinance violation matter. After the one -year revocation period an 

entertainment license may be issued for the subject premises pursuant to the provisions of 

this Ordinance governing initial license applications.  

 

471 .009 -  Judicial review.  

After Township Board denial of an initial application or a renewal application for an 

entertainment license as provided in this Ordinance, or after Township Board 

suspensio n/revocation of an entertainment license as provided in this Ordinance, the 

applicant/licensee may seek prompt judicial review of such action in any court of 

competent jurisdiction. The action shall be promptly reviewed by the court in accordance 

with all applicable statutes and court rules.  

 

471 .010 -  Severability.  

The provisions of this Ordinance are declared to be severable, and if any portion of the 

Ordinance is declared void or unenforceable by any court of competent jurisdiction it shall 

not affect t he other portions of the Ordinance.  

 

471 .011 -  Effective date and repeal.  

This Ordinance shall take effect 30 days after publication as required by law. All conflicting 

ordinances or parts of ordinances are hereby repealed; including, specifically, Ordina nce 

No. 129 (Public Entertainment Ordinance, effective March 31, 1967), and all amendments 

of same.  

     Notwithstanding the foregoing, an entertainment license issued under Ordinance No. 

129, as amended, shall be valid for the period of its issuance unde r said Ordinance. 

Further, due to the proximity of the effective date of this Ordinance to the May 1 expiration 

date for existing licenses, an application for the renewal of an existing license expiring May 

1, 1999, shall not be due until 30 days after the  effective date of this Ordinance. If an 

application to renew an existing license is submitted when due, as extended in this 

paragraph, the existing license shall continue in effect after May 1, 1999, and until the 

Township Board has made a final determina tion on the renewal application. During the 
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duration of such preexisting license, after the effective date of this Ordinance, all 

establishment and performer/employee regulations specified in 471.006 of this Ordinance 

shall be fully applicable to any exist ing establishment and the performers/employees of 

same.  
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Ord. No. 493 - CEMETERIES Adopted: September 10, 2001 
An Ordinance to protect the public health, safety and general welfare by establishing 

regulations relating to the operation, control, and management of cemeteries owned by 

the Charter Township of Kalamazoo; to provide penalties for violation of said Ordina nce; to 

provide for an effective date of said Ordinance; and to repeal all Ordinances or parts of 

Ordinances in conflict herewith.  

 

THE CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF KALAMAZOO, KALAMAZOO COUNTY, MICHIGAN  

 

493 .001 -  Title.  

This Ordinance shall be known and cited as the "Kalamazoo Township Cemetery 

Ordinance".  

 

493 .002 -  Definitions.  

A. The word "cemetery" shall mean any cemetery owned or operated by the Township.  

B.  The word "burial space" shall mean both a regular burial space and a cremains burial 

space. A regular  burial space consists of an area of land 40" wide and 10' in length which is 

designated for the burial of a single body and up to two cremains or one infant at the foot 

of the burial space. A cremains space shall consist of an area of land 40" wide and 5'  in 

length and designated for the burial of up to two cremains.  

C. The word "lot" shall mean any area shown on the map of the cemetery as a single unit. 

A lot may contain any number of burial spaces as designated by the Township.  

 

493 .003 -  Sale of lots or burial spaces.  

A. Burial rights for cemetery lots or burial spaces shall be sold only to residents or 

taxpayers of the Township for the purpose of the burial of such purchaser or his or her 

heirs at law or next of kin. The Township Clerk, however, is he reby granted the authority 

to vary the aforesaid restrictions on sales where the purchaser discloses sufficient personal 

reason for burial within the Township through previous residence in the Township or 

relationship to persons interred therein.  

B.  All such sales shall be made on a form approved by the Township Board, which grants a 

right of burial only and does not convey any other title to the lot or burial space sold. Such 

form shall be executed by the Township Clerk or such Township employee(s) d esignated 

by said Clerk.  

C. Burial rights may only be transferred to those persons eligible to be original purchasers 

of cemetery lots or burial spaces within the Township and may be effected only by 

endorsement of an assignment of such burial permit upon  the original burial permit form 

by the Township Clerk or such Township employee(s) designated by said Clerk. Upon such 

assignment, approval and record, the Township Clerk, or such Township employee(s) 

designated by said Clerk, shall issue a new burial per mit to the assignee and shall cancel 

and terminate upon such records, the original permit thus assigned.  

 

493 .004 -  Purchase price and transfer fee.  

A. The cost of each burial space shall be established from time to time by resolution of the 

Township Boar d, payable to the Township.  

B.  Any transfer of one or more burial spaces from an original purchaser to a qualified 

assignee shall cost an amount established from time to time by resolution of the Township 

Board, payable to the Township.  
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493 .005 -  Grave o pening and closing.  

A. No burial spaces shall be opened and closed except under the direction and control of 

Township Clerk or such Township employee(s) designated by said Clerk. This provision 

shall not apply to proceedings for the removal and reinterment of bodies and remains,  

which matters are under the supervision of the local health department.  

B.  The opening and closing of any burial space, prior to and following a burial therein, and 

including the interment of ashes, shall be at a cost to be determined from time to time b y 

resolution of the Township Board, payable to the Township.  

 

493 .006 -  Markers, monuments or memorials.  

A. All markers, monuments or memorials must be of stone or other equally durable 

composition.  

B.  Any monument must be located upon a suitable foundati on, as determined by the 

Township, to maintain the same in an erect position.  

C. Only one monument, marker or memorial shall be permitted per burial space. However, 

an additional marker shall be permitted at the foot of a regular burial space for interment  

of cremains or an infant.  

D.  The footing or foundation, as determined by the Township, upon which any monument, 

marker or memorial must be placed, shall be constructed by the Township at cost to the 

owner of the burial right. Such cost shall be establish ed from time to time by resolution of 

the Township Board, payable to the Township.  

 

493 .007 -  Interment regulations.  

A. Only one person may be buried in a regular burial space and up to two cremains or one  

infant may be added to the foot of such burial s pace.  

B.  Not less than 48 hours notice shall be given to the Township Clerk, or such Township 

employee(s) designated by said Clerk, in advance of any time of any funeral to allow for 

the opening of the burial space. Such notice must be given during regula r Township 

business hours on regular business days.  

C. The appropriate permit for the burial space involved, together with appropriate 

identification of the person to be buried therein, where necessary, shall be presented to 

the Township Clerk, or such To wnship employee(s) designated by said Clerk, prior to 

interment. Where such permit has been lost or destroyed, the Township Clerk shall be 

satisfied, from his or her records, that the person to be buried in the burial space is an 

authorized and appropriate  one before any interment is commenced or completed.  

D.  All graves shall be located in an orderly and neat appearing manner within the confines 

of the burial space involved.  

 

493 .008 -  Ground maintenance.  

A. No grading, leveling, or excavating upon burial  space shall be allowed without the 

permission of the Township Clerk, or such Township employee(s) designated by said Clerk.  

B.  No flowers, shrubs, trees or vegetation shall be planted without the approval of the 

Township Clerk, or such Township employee( s) designated by said Clerk. Any of the 

foregoing items planted without such approval may be removed by the Township.  

C. The Township reserves the right to remove or trim any tree, plant or shrub located 

within the cemetery in the interest of maintaining proper appearance and the use of the 

cemetery.  
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D.  Mounds which hinder the free use of a lawn mower or other gardening apparatus are 

prohibited.  

E. The Township shall have the right and authority to remove and dispose of any and all 

growth, emblems, decora tions, displays or containers thereof that through decay, 

deterioration, damage or otherwise have become unsightly, a source of litter or a 

maintenance problem.  

F. Surfaces other than earth or sod are prohibited.  

G. All urns must be placed on approved fou ndations.  

H.  All refuse of any kind or nature including, among others, dried flowers, wreaths, papers, 

and flower containers must be removed or deposited in containers located within the 

cemetery.  

 

493 .009 -  Forfeiture of vacant cemetery lots or burial sp aces.  

A. Cemetery lots or burial spaces remaining vacant 40 years from the date of their sale 

shall automatically revert to the township upon occurrence of the following events:  

1.  Notice shall be sent by the Township Clerk by first class mail to the last known address 

of the last owner informing him/her of the expiration of the 40 -year period and that all 

rights with respect to said lots or spaces will be forfeited unless the owner affirmatively 

indicates in writing to the Township Clerk, within 60 days from the date of mailing of the 

notice, of the desire to retain said burial rights. Said notice shall also be published in a 

newspaper of general circulation within Kalamazoo County; and  

2.  No written response to said notice indicating a desire to retain the cemetery lots or 

burial spaces in question is received by the Township Clerk within 60 days from the date of 

mailing of said notice.  

 

493 .010 -  Repurchase of lots or burial spaces.  

The Township will repurchase any cemetery lots or burial space from the owner for the 

original price paid the Township upon written request of said owner.  

 

493 .011 -  Records.  

The Township Clerk shall maintain records concerning all burials, issuan ce of burial 

permits, separate and apart from any other records of the Township and the same shall be 

open to public inspection at all reasonable business hours.  

 

493 .012 -  Vault.  

All burials except cremains shall be within a standard concrete vault insta lled or 

constructed in each burial space before interment. Burial of cremains shall be within a 

standard burial urn or other standard burial container.  

 

493 .013 -  Cemetery hours.  

The cemetery shall be open to the general public from dawn to dusk each day.  No person 

shall be permitted in the cemetery at any time other than the foregoing hours, except 

upon permission of the Township Board or the Township Clerk.  

 

493 .014 -  Sanctions.  

A. Any person who violates any provision of this Ordinance is responsible f or a municipal 

civil infraction subject to payment of a civil fine as follows:  
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1st Offense   $100.00  

2nd Offense   $500.00  

3rd or More Offense  $1000.00  

  

Additionally, such violator shall pay costs which may include all expenses, direct and 

indirect, whi ch the Charter Township of Kalamazoo has incurred in connection with the 

municipal civil infraction. In no case, however, shall such costs be less than $9.00. Each 

day that a violation continues shall be a separate infraction.  

B.  In addition to any remedi es at law, the Township may bring an action for an injunction 

or other process against any person to restrain, prevent, or abate any violation of this 

Ordinance.  

 

493 .015 -  Effective date and repeal of conflicting ordinances.  

This Ordinance shall take eff ect upon its publication after adoption. All Ordinances or parts 

of Ordinances in conflict herewith are hereby repealed.  
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Ord. No. 501 - TAX EXEMPTIONτBIG BEND APARTMENTS Adopted: May 13, 2002 
An Ordinance to provide for a service charge in lieu of taxes for a proposed multiple family 

dwelling project for persons of low income to be financed or assisted pursuant to the 

provisions of the State Housing Development Authority Act of 1966, as amended .  

 

THE KALAMAZOO CHARTER TOWNSHIP BOARD, KALAMAZOO COUNTY, MICHIGAN, 

ORDAINS:  

 

501 .001 -  Title.  

This Ordinance shall be known and cited as the "Kalamazoo Charter Township Tax 

Exemption Ordinance -Big Bend Apartments."  

 

501 .002 -  Preamble.  

It is acknowledged that it is a proper public purpose of the State of Michigan and its 

political subdivisions to provide housing for its citizens of low income and to encourage the 

development of such housing by providing for a service charge in lieu of pr operty taxes in 

accordance with the State Housing Development Authority Act of 1966 (1966 PA 346, as 

amended, MCL 125.1401 et seq. The Township is authorized by this Act to establish or 

change the service charge to be paid in lieu of taxes by any or all cl asses of housing 

exempt from taxation under this Act at any amount it chooses, not to exceed the taxes 

that would be paid but for this Act. It is further acknowledged that such housing for 

persons of low income is a public necessity, and as the Township wi ll be benefitted and 

improved by such housing, the encouragement of the same by providing certain real estate 

tax exemption for such housing is a valid public purpose; further, that the continuance of 

the provisions of this Ordinance for tax exemption and the service charge in lieu of taxes 

during the period contemplated in this Ordinance are essential to the determination of 

economic feasibility of housing developments which are constructed and financed in 

reliance on such tax exemption.  

     The Township  acknowledges that The Oakwood Companies (the "Sponsor") has offered, 

subject to receipt of a Mortgage Loan from the Michigan State Housing Development 

Authority, to erect, own and operate a housing development identified as Big Bend 

Apartments on certain property located on approximately 13 acres located on the 

southeast side of the 2200 block of Gull Road in the Township to serve persons of low 

income, and that the Sponsor has offered to pay the Township on account of this housing 

development an annual se rvice charge for public services in lieu of all taxes.  

 

501 .003 -  Definitions.  

A. Authority means the Michigan State Housing Development Authority.  

B. Act means the State Housing Development Authority Act, being Public Act 346 of 1966 

of the State of Mic higan, as amended.  

C. Annual Shelter Rent means the total collections during an agreed annual period from all 

occupants of a housing development representing rent or occupancy charges, exclusive of 

charges for gas, electricity, heat, or other utilities fu rnished to the occupants.  

D. Contract Rents are as defined by the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban 

Development in regulations promulgated pursuant to the U.S. Housing Act of 1937, as 

amended.  

E. Housing Development means a development which contains a significant element of 

housing for persons of low income and such elements of other housing, commercial, 



Page 140 of 269 

recreational, industrial, communal, and educational facilities as the Authority determines 

improve the quality of the development as it relates to ho using for persons of low income.  

F. Persons and Families of Low Income means persons and families eligible for government 

housing assistance and to be Tenants of the Housing Development.  

G. Mortgage Loan means a loan to be made by the Authority to the Sp onsor for the 

construction and/or permanent financing of the Housing Development.  

H. Utilities mean fuel, water, sanitary sewer service and/or electrical service which are paid 

by the Housing Development.  

I. Sponsor means person(s) or entities which have  applied to the Authority for a Mortgage 

Loan to finance a Housing Development.  

J. [Repealed by Ordinance No. 507, adopted April 14, 2003].  

(Ord. No. 507, 4 -14 -03)  

 

501 .004 -  Class of housing developments.  

It is determined that the class of Housing Devel opments to which the tax exemption shall 

apply and for which a service charge shall be paid in lieu of such taxes shall be housing for 

persons and families of low income eligible to be Tenants of the Development, which are 

financed or assisted pursuant to the Act. It is further determined that Big Bend Apartments 

is of this class.  

 

501 .005 -  Establishment of annual service charge.  

The Housing Development identified as Big Bend Apartments and the property on which it 

shall be constructed shall be exempt from all property taxes from and after the 

commencement of construction. The Township acknowledging that the Sponsor and the 

Authori ty have established the economic feasibility of the Housing Development in reliance 

upon the enactment and continuing effect of this Ordinance and the qualification of the 

Housing Development for exemption from all property taxes and a payment in lieu of t axes 

as established in this Ordinance, and in consideration of the Sponsor's offer, subject to 

receipt of a Mortgage Loan from the Authority, to construct, own and operate the Housing 

Development, agrees to accept payment of an annual service charge for pu blic services in 

lieu of all property taxes. The annual service charge shall be equal to four percent of the 

difference between the annual shelter rents actually collected and utilities for the first five 

years following commencement of construction, but i n no event shall be less than $35,000 

annually, and shall be equal to six percent of said difference thereafter, but in no event 

shall be less than $40,000 annually. The annual service charge may be changed by 

township ordinance at the discretion of the To wnship Board.  

(Ord. No. 507, 4 -14 -03)  

 

501 .006 -  Limitation on the payment of annual service charge.  

Notwithstanding Section V, the service charge to be paid each year in lieu of taxes for the 

part of the Housing Development which is tax exempt and which  is occupied by other than 

low income persons or families shall be equal to the full amount of the taxes which would 

be paid on that portion of the Housing Development if the Housing Development were not 

tax exempt.  

     The term "low income persons or fa milies" as used herein shall be the same meaning 

as found in Section 15(a)(7) of the Act.  

(Ord. No. 507, 4 -14 -03)  
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501 .007 -  Contractual effect of ordinance.  

Notwithstanding the provisions of section 15(a)(5) of the Act to the contrary, a contract 

betwee n the Township and the Sponsor with the Authority as third party beneficiary under 

the contract, to provide tax exemption and accept payments in lieu of taxes, as previously 

described, is effectuated by enactment of this Ordinance.  

 

501 .008 -  Payment of s ervice charge.  

The annual service charge in lieu of taxes as determined under the Ordinance shall be 

payable in the same manner as general property taxes are payable to the Township except 

that the annual payment shall be paid on or before July 1st of each  year after 2004. In 

2002, the property shall be taxed pursuant to the general property tax law on its property 

land value as of December 31, 2001. In 2003, the annual service charge, in lieu of taxes, 

shall be 6% of the difference between the annual shelt ered rents actually collected in 2003 

and utilities but not less than the taxes levied in 2002, payable 45 days after the state 

audit of rents received in 2003. In 2004, said payment in lieu of taxes shall be made on or 

before July 1, 2005. Thereafter, sai d payment in lieu of taxes shall be paid on or before 

July 1, 2006 and each year thereafter.  

 

501 .009 -  Duration.  

This ordinance shall remain in effect for as long as the MSHDA mortgage loan remains 

outstanding and unpaid or MSHDA has an interest in the p roperty; provided that 

construction of the Big Bend Apartments Housing Development commences within one 

year from the effective date of this ordinance.  

(Ord. No. 507, 4 -14 -03)  

 

501 .010 -  Severability.  

The various sections and provisions of this Ordinance  shall be deemed to be severable, and 

should any section or provision of this Ordinance be declared by any court of competent 

jurisdiction to be unconstitutional or invalid the same shall not affect the validity of the 

Ordinance as a whole or any section o r provision of this Ordinance other than the section 

or provision so declared to be unconstitutional or invalid.  

 

501 .011 -  Effective date.  

This Ordinance shall become effective upon publication following adoption. All ordinances 

or parts of ordinances in  conflict with this Ordinance are repealed to the extent of such 

conflict.  
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Ord. No. 506 - TRAFFIC CODE Adopted: January 20, 2003 
An Ordinance enacted pursuant to MCL 257.951 -257.955 and MCL 42.15, 42.23 and 

41.181 to adopt by reference the Uniform Traffic Code for Michigan Cities, Townships and 

Villages as promulgated by the Director of the Michigan Department of State Police 

pursua nt to the Administrative Procedures Act of 1969, 1969 Public Act 306, as amended 

(MCL 24.201 et seq.) and made effective October 30, 2002, and to adopt by reference 

certain state laws; and to repeal all ordinances or parts of ordinances in conflict herewit h.  

 

CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF KALAMAZOO, KALAMAZOO COUNTY, MICHIGAN ORDAINS:  

 

506.001 -  Title.  

This Ordinance and the provisions of the Uniform Traffic Code and state laws adopted by 

reference herein shall be collectively known and may be cited as the "Kalamazo o Charter 

Township Traffic Code Ordinance".  

 

506.002 -  Adoption of Uniform Traffic Code by reference.  

The Uniform Traffic Code for Cities, Townships, and Villages as promulgated by the 

Director of the Michigan Department of State Police pursuant to the Ad ministrative 

Procedures Act of 1969, 1969 Public Act 306, as amended (MCL 24.201 et seq.) and made 

effective October 30, 2002 is hereby adopted by reference. All references in said Uniform 

Traffic Code to a "governmental unit" shall mean the Charter Townsh ip of Kalamazoo.  

 

506.003 -  Adoption of provisions of Michigan Vehicle Code by reference.  

The following provisions of the Michigan Vehicle Code, 1949 Public Act 300, as amended 

presently and hereafter (MCL 257.1 et seq.) are hereby adopted by reference:  

A.  Chapter I (Words and Phrases Defined): MCL 257.1 -257.82  

B.  Chapter II (Administration, Registration): MCL 257.223, 257.225, 257.228, 257.243, 

257.244, 257.255, 257.256.  

C. Chapter III (Operator's and Chauffeur's License): MCL 257.310e, 257.311, 257.312,  

257.312a, 257.324, 257.325, 257.326, 257.328.  

D.  Chapter VI (Obedience to and Effect of Traffic Laws): MCL 257.601 -257.601b, 257.602 -

257.606, 257.611 -257.616, 257.617a -257.622, 257.624a -257.624b, 257.625 (except 

felony provisions), 257.625a, 257.625m, 257 .626 -257.626b, 257.627 -257.627b, 

257.629b, 257.631 -257.632, 257.634 -257.645, 257.647 -257.655, 257.656 -257.662, 

257.667 -257.675d, 257.676 -257.682b, 257.683 -257.710e, 257.716 -257.724.  

E. Chapter VIII (License Offenses): MCL 257.904 -257.904a, 257.904e, 257.9 05.  

 

F. MCL 257.1d, pertaining to the definition of "alcoholic liquor" (added to the Michigan 

Vehicle Code by 2003 Public Act 61 and amended by 2004 Public Act 62).  

G. MCL 257.79d, pertaining to the definition of "work zone" (added to the Michigan Vehicle  

Code by 2003 Public Act 315).  

H. MCL 257.301, pertaining to a motor vehicle operator's or chauffeur's license.  

I .  MCL 257.628, pertaining to speed limits.  

(Ord. No. 519, 11 -22 -2004)  

 

506.004 -  Adoption of other state laws by reference.  
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The following provi sions of state law are hereby adopted by reference:  

A.  Section 3102 of the Michigan Insurance Code of 1956, 1956 Public Act 218, as amended 

presently and hereafter, pertaining to required insurance (MCL 500.3102).  

B.  Subchapter 6 of Part 811 of the Natur al Resources and Environmental Protection Act, 

1994 Public Act 451, as amended presently and hereafter, pertaining to off - road vehicles 

(MCL 324.81101 -324.81147).  

C. Part 821 of the Natural Resources and Environmental Protection Act, 1994 Public Act 

451, as amended presently and hereafter, pertaining to snowmobiles (MCL 324.82101 -

324.82158).  

D.  Section 703 of the Michigan Liquor Control Act, 1998 Public Act 58, as ame nded 

presently and hereafter, pertaining to minors and alcoholic liquor (MCL 436.1703)  

 

506.00 5  -  Additiona l Township Traffic Regulations.  

A. Overtaking and Passing of Bicycles by Driver of a Motor Vehicle  

Except when overtaking and passing on the right is permitted, the following rules shall 

govern a driver of a motor vehicle overtaking a bicycle proceeding in the same 

direction:  

(1) If there is more than one lane for traffic proceeding in the same directi on, move 

the vehicle to the lane to the immediate left, if the lane is available and moving into 

the lane is reasonably safe;  

(2) If there is only one lane for traffic proceeding in the same direction, pass to the 

left of the person operating a bicycle at a safe distance, which must be not less than 

five feet between any portion of the vehicle and the bicycle, and shall not move again 

to the right side of the highway until the vehicle is safely clear of the overtaken person 

operating a bicycle.  

(3) The driv er of a motor vehicle may drive to the left of the center of a roadway, 

including when a no passing zone is marked, to pass a person operating a bicycle only 

if the roadway to the left of the center is unobstructed for a sufficient distance to 

permit the d river to pass the person operating the bicycle safely and avoid interference 

with oncoming traffic. This subsection does not authorize driving on the left side of the 

center of the roadway when otherwise prohibited b y local ordinance or state law.  

(Ord. No . 610, Sec. 14, 8/26/2019)  

 

 

506.00 6  -  Penalties.  

The penalties provided by the Uniform Traffic Code and the provisions of the state laws 

herein above adopted by reference are hereby adopted as the penalties for violations 

of the corresponding provisions of this Ordinance.  The penalty for violation of Section 

V of this Traffic Code shall be the same as that for Improper Passing on the Left, 

Sections 257.638 and 257.636 of the Michigan Vehicle Code as adopted by reference 

herein.  
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506.00 7  -  Severability . 

If a court of competent jurisdiction declares any provision of this Ordinance or the Uniform 

Traffic Code or a statutory provision adopted by reference herein to be unenforceable, in 

whole or in part, such declaration shall only affect the provision held  to be unenforceable 

and shall not affect any other part or provision; provided that if a court of competent 

jurisdiction declares a penalty provision to exceed the authority of the Township, the 

penalty shall be construed as the maximum penalty that is de termined by the court to be 

within the authority of the Township to impose.  

 

506.00 8  -  Repeal of conflicting provisions and effective date.  

This ordinance shall take effect upon publication as required by law, or on February 1, 

2003, whichever is later. A ll ordinances or parts of ordinances in conflict or inconsistent 

with the provisions of this ordinance are hereby repealed, including Ordinance No. 272 and 

all ordinances amending same; provided that any violation charged before the effective 

date of this Ordinance under an Ordinance provision repealed by this Ordinance shall 

continue under the Ordinance provision then in effect.  
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Ord. No. 512 - LANDLORD TENANT EVICTION Adopted: March 8, 2004 
Ordinance requiring lessor to remove personal property from leased premises within 

twenty - four to thirty hours of physical eviction.  

 

THE CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF KALAMAZOO, KALAMAZOO COUNTY, MICHIGAN ORDAINS:  

 

512.001 -  Title.  

This ordinance shall be known and cited as "Kalamazoo Township Landlord Tenant Eviction 

Ordinance".  

 

512.002 -  Purpose.  

The purpose of this Ordinance is to ensure the public health, safety and welfare by 

requiring the timely removal of tenant personal pro perty from out -of -door storage upon 

leased premises so as to minimize the adverse effects of the same such as motorist 

distractions; attractive nuisance to children; the presence of looters and other individuals 

picking through the personal property; the p resence of household waste and garbage 

among said possessions; the attraction of vermin and insects to said items; and ugly 

aesthetics.  

     This Ordinance requiring the removal of tenant personal property from out -of -door 

storage is a necessary supplemen t to statutes allowing physical eviction under particular 

circumstances which do not limit the time in which said items can be stored out -of -doors.  

 

512.003 -  Scope.  

This Ordinance shall apply to all owners of real property on premises offered for rent wi thin 

the Charter Township of Kalamazoo who physically evict tenants from premises with or 

without a court order of eviction.  

     "Personal property" as the term is used herein refers to those items removed from a 

leased premises pursuant to a Judgment of  Possession, Writ and Order Of Eviction made 

by a court of competent jurisdiction or any other physical eviction carried out by a landlord 

including but are not limited to: food, clothing, bedding, furniture, appliances, electronics, 

grooming products, cle aning supplies, rags, newspapers, paper products, recorded music, 

tapes, videotapes, digital video disks (DVD's), computers and parts thereof and any other 

items removed from a leased premises and placed out -of -doors upon leased premises 

pursuant to physic al eviction.  

     "Physical eviction" as the term is used herein refers to the removal of a tenant or 

former tenant's personal property from inside a leased premises pursuant to a judgment of 

possession and a writ commanding a sheriff or any other officer  authorized to serve 

process to cause the lessor to be restored to possession in accordance with 1972 PA 120, 

as amended or any removal of a tenant's personal property from inside the landlord's 

premises and placement thereof out -of -doors.  

 

512.004 -  Regu lations.  

A. Notification. Any landlord or lessor of real property premises within the Charter 

Township of Kalamazoo who obtains a judgment of possession and a writ commanding 

physical eviction or who otherwise removes a tenant's personal property from insi de a 

leased premises for out -of -doors placement shall notify the Charter Township of 

Kalamazoo Police Department of the date and time such physical eviction shall take place 

prior to effectuating the same. Said notification may be made by the lessor, his/h er/its 
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agents or assigns and shall be made by telephoning the Charter Township of Kalamazoo 

Police Department at 269 -488 -8911 .  

B. Removal. Any landlord or lessor of real property premises within the Charter Township 

of Kalamazoo that, pursuant to a Judgme nt of Possession, Writ and Order Of Eviction from 

a court of competent jurisdiction, or otherwise arranges the removal of a former tenant's 

personal property from inside the leased premises within the Charter Township of 

Kalamazoo shall eliminate or cause to be eliminated any and all remaining personal 

property of said tenant that has been placed out -of -doors not less than twenty - four (24) 

nor more than thirty (30) hours from the time the items were placed out -of -doors.  

 

512.005 -  Township removal of perso nal property.  

In the event that the lessor fails or refuses to effectuate the elimination of personal 

property of a tenant or former tenant after physical eviction within twenty - four (24) to 

thirty (30) hours as ordained herein and, due to the health, safe ty and welfare concerns 

enumerated above, the Charter Township of Kalamazoo may after thirty (30) hours post -

eviction remove, or cause to be removed, and dispose of any and all remaining personal 

property of a tenant or former tenant and charge the costs o f removal and disposal thereof 

to the lessor.  

 

512.006 -  Penalty.  

Any person, firm, association, partnership, or public or private corporation that violates 

any of the provisions of this Ordinance shall be deemed to be responsible for a municipal 

civil in fraction as defined by Michigan Statute which shall be punishable by a civil fine 

determined in accordance with the following schedule:  

 

     Minimum Fine   Maximum Fine  

1st Offense within 3 -year period*   $75.00  $500.00  

2nd Offense within 3 -year period*   $150.00  $500.00  

3rd Offense within 3 -year period*   $325.00  $500.00  

4th or More Offense  within 3 -year period *   $500.00  $500.00  

* Determined on the basis of the date of commission of the offense(s).  

 

Additionally, the violator shall pay costs which may include all expenses, direct and 

indirect, to which Kalamazoo Charter Township has been put in connection with the 

municipal civil infraction. In no case, however, shall costs of less than $9.00 or more than 

$500.00 be ordered. In addition, the Township sh all have the right to proceed in any court 

of competent jurisdiction for the purpose of obtaining an injunction, restraining order, or 

other appropriate remedy to compel compliance with this Ordinance. Each day that a 

violation exists shall constitute a se parate offense.  

 

512.007 -  Severability.  

This Ordinance and various parts, sections, subsections, provisions, sentences and clauses 

therein are severable. If any part of this Ordinance is found to be unconstitutional or 

invalid it is declared that the rem ainder of this Ordinance shall not be affected thereby.  

 

512.008 -  Effective date.  
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The within ordinance shall take effect immediately upon its publication following adoption 

by the Township Board. All parts of ordinances in conflict herewith are hereby re pealed.  
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Ord. No. 520 - HEALTH BENEFITS Adopted: January 18, 2005 
An Ordinance to authorize the Township Board to offer health benefit programs to certain 

Township officers, employees and their dependents; to ratify existing health benefit 

programs; to provide the Township Board with authority to modify or terminate heal th 

benefit programs; to repeal Ordinance No. 210, as amended, and all other ordinances or 

parts of ordinances in conflict; and to provide an effective date.  

 

THE CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF KALAMAZOO, KALAMAZOO COUNTY, MICHIGAN ORDAINS:  

 

520 .001 -  Title.  

This Ord inance shall be known and cited as the "Kalamazoo Township Health Benefits 

Ordinance".  

 

520 .002 -  Benefit programs.  

The Township Board shall, by resolution, determine all health - related benefit programs to 

be offered to certain Township officers and emplo yees, including but not limited to:  

A. The type, term and circumstances of any particular health related benefit program 

including but not limited to life, accident, health, hospitalization, medical insurance and 

cafeteria programs.  

B. The definition and  classes of officers and employees, and their dependents, eligible to 

receive such benefit(s).  

C. The age, length of service and any other requirements for eligibility for such benefit(s).  

D. The amounts, if any, which the Township will expend to procure s uch benefit(s).  

E. The formula, amounts, and/or limitations on amounts which may be deducted from the 

compensation of eligible officers and employees in payment of any portion of the 

premiums or charges established by the Township Board as being payable by  the officers 

and employees for such benefit(s).  

F. Any method for voluntary nonparticipation for officers and employees otherwise eligible 

for any such benefit(s).  

G. The appropriate Township personnel who shall be responsible for daily administration, 

accounting, reporting and/or supervisory functions for such benefit(s) on the Township's 

behalf.  

 

520 .003 -  Ratification.  

The Township hereby ratifies and confirms the validity of all health - related benefit 

programs for the benefit of certain officers and employees and their dependents, in 

existence on the adoption of this Ordinance, including but not limited to life, accident, 

health, hospitalization, medical insurance and cafeteria programs.  

 

520 .004 -  Authority to modify or terminate programs.  

The Towns hip Board shall have authority, by resolution, to amend, modify or even 

terminate any health - related benefit programs at any future time as may be needed or 

desired to conform with applicable federal and state statutes, regulations and common law, 

or other wise as the Township Board may determine in its sole discretion.  

 

520 .005 -  Repeal.  
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The Kalamazoo Township Group Insurance Ordinance No. 210, as amended, and all other 

ordinances or parts of ordinances in conflict herewith are hereby repealed and shall be  of 

no further force and effect.  

 

520 .006 -  Effective date.  

This Ordinance shall become effective February 1, 2005, following its publication.  
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Ord. No. 521 - VEHICLE TOWING Adopted: May 23, 2005 
An Ordinance to regulate vehicle towing service businesses engaged in towing for 

impoundment purposes abandoned vehicles or vehicles located on streets or other areas 

contrary to the owners or those in legal control and possession of said areas; contrary t o 

Township zoning or traffic regulations; or contrary to police orders; to provide civil 

infraction penalties for violation of said ordinance; and to provide for an effective date of 

said ordinance.  

 

THE KALAMAZOO CHARTER TOWNSHIP BOARD, KALAMAZOO COUNTY,  MICHIGAN 

ORDAINS:  

 

521.001 -  Title.  

This Ordinance shall be known as Kalamazoo Charter Township Vehicle Towing Ordinance.  

 

521.002 -  Definitions.  

For the purposes of this ordinance, the following terms shall have the following meanings:  

A. Vehicle Towing Service shall mean the business of providing one or more towing 

vehicles adapted to or designed for towing, transporting, conveying or moving any and all 

types of vehicles which are abandoned, improperly parked or stored contrary to Towns hip 

zoning or traffic ordinances, contrary to the owners or those in legal control and 

possession of the location of the vehicle, or contrary to police orders for purposes of traffic 

safety.  

B. Impoundment shall mean the enclosed storage of a towed vehicl e upon property of the 

towing service or others for ultimate release to the legal owner of the same or the owner's 

written designated agent upon payment of the costs of such towing and impoundment as 

such costs are designated by Kalamazoo Township Board re solution. Such storage may 

also be for ultimate auction of the vehicle where an owner has failed to claim the same.  

 

521.003 -  Costs of towing service.  

It shall be unlawful for any vehicle towing service business to charge for such towing 

and/or impoundme nt services more than the amount established by Kalamazoo Township 

Board Resolution. Any disagreement to such limit on charges may be appealed to the 

Kalamazoo Township Board by the vehicle towing service business accompanied by a clear 

explanation and acc ounting showing in the opinion of the business why such limits are 

unreasonable and confiscatory. The decision of the Township Board on the appeal shall be 

rendered within 30 days of receipt of the appeal and shall be final subject to only court 

review.  

 

521.004 -  Requirements of a vehicle towing service for impoundment.  

A Vehicle Towing Service for impoundment purposes shall comply with the following:  

A.  Supply identification on the towing vehicle of the business in not less than one inch 

letters clearly  visible on both sides of the vehicle.  

B.  Notify the Kalamazoo Township Police Department of its towing of a vehicle for 

impoundment purposes and the location of the impoundment within one hour of the 

commencement of such towing.  

C. The impoundment locat ion shall be open to the pubic 24 hours per day, seven days per 

week in order to allow the vehicle owner or the owner's agent to recover the vehicle upon 

payment of the authorized costs.  
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D.  Vehicle recovery costs shall be acceptable and payable in cash or  by credit card.  

E. The owner or owner's agent shall be given a receipt for the payment of the recovery 

costs which separately itemizes the hauling and impoundment costs.  

 

521.005 -  Exemption of legal repossession of vehicle.  

A vehicle towing service acti ng as agent for a finance company or person having a security 

interest in the vehicle being towed and having a legal right of possession is not for that 

purpose required to comply with the ordinance.  

 

521.006 -  Personal appearance of owner.  

If an owner or  owner's agent appears for the purpose of possessing his/her vehicle while it 

is being prepared for towing pursuant to the within ordinance and is capable of promptly 

driving the same, the vehicle towing service business may still require payment of a 

serv ice run fee not in excess of that authorized by Township Board Resolution. "Prepared 

for Towing" as used in this section shall mean the attaching to the vehicle of any device or 

object designed or intended to assist in the moving of the vehicle.  

     In t he event the owner or owner's agent demands the release of the vehicle while it is 

being prepared for towing, it shall be unlawful for the towing service or its operator to 

refuse to release the vehicle provided it is promptly removed from its improper loc ation to 

a proper one.  

 

521.007 -  Vehicle accident towing.  

In the event a vehicle to be towed is being towed from and as a result of an accident on a 

public street, the towing operator shall make certain all glass, metal and debris from the 

accident is re moved from the street before leaving the scene.  

 

521.008 -  Violation and sanctions.  

A. Any person or entity who violates, disobeys, neglects or refuses to comply with any of 

the provisions of this ordinance shall be considered guilty of a municipal civil infraction as 

defined by Michigan statute and shall be punished by a civil fine determin ed in accordance 

with the following schedule:  

 

Minimum  Fine   Maximum  Fine  

1st Offense   $100.00  $500.00  

2nd Offense   $200.00  $500.00  

3rd Offense   $300.00  $500.00  

4th or More Offense  $500.00  $500.00  

  

Additionally, the violators shall pay costs which may include all expenses direct and 

indirect which the Charter Township of Kalamazoo has incurred in connection with the 

municipal civil infraction. In no case, however, shall costs of less than $9.00 be or dered.  

 

521.009 -  Equitable relief.  

Any violation of this ordinance shall also constitute a basis for injunctive relief or other 

appropriate remedy in a court of competent jurisdiction to compel compliance with this 

ordinance and/or enforce the provisions  thereof.  
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521.010 -  Effective date.  

This ordinance shall take effect thirty days after its publication following its adoption.  
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Ord. No. 522 - EMERGENCY SERVICE FEES Adopted: May 23, 2005 
An Ordinance to establish and require fees to be paid to the To wnship by persons who are 

neither residents nor ad valorem taxpayers of the Township or for Township residents 

involved in repetitive fire and/or police calls to the same premises for similar occurrences 

for Township police and/or fire protection service; to provide for the collection of such fee; 

to provide for the circumstances when such fee is due and collectable; to provide for the 

amount of such fee; and to provide for an effective date of the within ordinance.  

 

THE KALAMAZOO CHARTER TOWNSHIP BOARD, K ALAMAZOO COUNTY, MICHIGAN 

ORDAINS:  

 

522 .001 -  Title.  

This Ordinance shall be known and cited as the "Kalamazoo Township Emergency Service 

Fee Ordinance".  

 

522 .002 -  Purpose.  

This ordinance is adopted for the purpose of partially financing emergency fire and/or 

police service furnished to persons who are neither residents nor ad valorem taxpayers of 

the Township and therefore not subject to taxes or special assessments voted or  assessed 

for such purposes; and for repetitive fire and/or police calls to the same premises for 

similar occurrences involving Township residents; and for certain fires or potential fires 

caused by prohibited activity.  

 

522 .003 -  Description of service r equiring a fire department call fee.  

The following situations causing attendance of fire department personnel and equipment 

shall require payment of fire call fees for the service:  

A.  A vehicle fire or a potential fire caused by an accident involving the vehicle of a non -ad 

valorem taxpayer of the Township unless the owner of such vehicle is a registered elector 

of the Township or a permanent, as distinguished from a temporary, seasonal  or limited 

term, resident of the Township.  

B.  An unauthorized or unpermitted grass, brush or debris fire or bonfire not authorized by 

Township ordinance or by permit from the Township Fire Department.  

C. A fire or potential fire caused by a fireworks di splay not authorized or permitted by 

Township ordinance or the Township Fire Department.  

D.  A fire caused by proven or admitted arson by the owner of the premises or item subject 

to the fire.  

E. Fires caused by the illegal presence at the site of (1) meth amphetamine or any other 

controlled substance as defined under MCL 333.7104(2) or (2) chemicals and/or 

equipment being used for the illegal production of such a controlled substance.  

F. Emergency Fire Department standby requested by the Kalamazoo Township  Police 

Department or other law enforcement agency at a site where methamphetamine or any 

other controlled substance as defined under MCL 333.7104(2) is being illegally kept or 

produced.  

 

522 .004 -  Description of service requiring a police call fee.  

The f ollowing situations causing attendance of police department personnel and equipment 

shall require payment of police call fees for the service:  
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A. Repeated domestic violence or disturbance calls at the same address after the second of 

such calls in a six m onth period and for each subsequent such calls payable by the address 

owner or if under a written lease by the lessee.  

B.  Repeated excessive noise calls at the same address after the second of such calls in a 

six month period and for each subsequent such calls payable by the address owner or if 

under a written lease by the lessee.  

C. Repeated illegal vehicle parking calls at the same address after the second of such calls 

in a six month period and for each subsequent such calls payable by the address owne r, 

or, if under a written lease by the lessee, or, if not on private property, payable by the 

vehicle owner.  

D.  Fees for the foregoing calls shall not be charged if it is determined by the attending 

police personnel that the complaint causing the call was  unfounded.  

 

522 .005 -  Fire and/or police call service fees.  

The amount of the within required fees shall be established by resolution of the Kalamazoo 

Township Board at a regular public meeting called for the purpose and may be adjusted 

from time to time  by subsequent such resolution to reflect changes in the costs of such fire 

and/or police service or other material reasons.  

 

522 .006 -  Violation and sanctions.  

Any person or entity who neglects or refuses to pay the foregoing fire and/or police service 

fees within 15 days of the billing for the same shall be considered to have committed a 

municipal civil infraction as defined by Michigan statute and shall be punished by a civil 

fine in addition to the payment of the required fee in accordance with the fol lowing 

schedule:  

 

$100 for each day that the aforesaid fee remains unpaid after the due date thereof but not 

to exceed $500.  

 

Additionally, the violators shall pay costs which may include all expenses direct and 

indirect which the Charter Township of Kalamazoo has incurred in connection with the 

municipal civil infraction. In no case, however, shall costs of less than $9 be order ed.  

 

522 .007 -  Validity.  

Should any section, clause or provision of this Ordinance be declared by the courts to be 

invalid, the same shall not affect the validity of this Ordinance as a whole or any part 

thereof other than the part or portion declared to be invalid.  

 

522 .008 -  Effective date.  

This ordinance shall take effect upon its publication following its adoption.  
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Ord. No. 523 - SUBDIVISION/SITE CONDOMINIUM Adopted: August 22, 2005 
An Ordinance to regulate and control the subdivision of land into plats pursuant to the 

Michigan Land Division Act (1967 PA 288, as amended); to regulate the development of 

land within the Township under the provisions of the Michigan Condominium Act (1978  PA 

59, as amended); and to repeal all Ordinances or parts of Ordinances in conflict herewith.  

 

KALAMAZOO CHARTER TOWNSHIP, KALAMAZOO COUNTY, MICHIGAN ORDAINS:  

 

523 .001 -  Title.  

This Ordinance shall be known as the "Kalamazoo Charter Township Subdivision/ Site 

Condominium Ordinance".  

 

523 .002 -  Purpose.  

The purpose of this Ordinance is to regulate and control the subdivision of land into plats 

pursuant to 1967 PA 288; as amended; and to regulate the development of land within the 

Township under the provisi ons of 1978 PA 59, as amended, with the objective interest of 

achieving the same source characteristics and land use results as if the development and 

improvements were being proposed in accordance with general subdivisions, including all 

requirements of t he Township Zoning Ordinance. It is the intent of the Township to insure 

that each type of project meets certain minimum standards, that the size of the lots or 

building sites are equal to the minimum lot size of the zoning district in which the project is  

located and to treat each type of development in the same manner.  

 

523 .003 -  Authority.  

This Ordinance is enacted pursuant to the authority granted by the Michigan Land Division 

Act (1967 PA 288, as amended), the Michigan Condominium Act (1978 PA 59, as 

amended) and 1947 PA 359, as amended, which authorizes Township Boards to adopt 

Ordinances to secure the public health, safety and general welfare.  

 

523 .004 -  Definitions.  

For purposes of this Ordinance certain terms and words used herein shall have the 

following meaning:  

A.  Building Site. Within a condominium development the same shall mean that portion of a 

lot or parcel, which is a two dimensional condominium unit of land (i.e., envelope, foot 

print), along with any designated space above and/or below the land, designed for the 

construction of a principal building in addition to any accessory buildings. All building sites 

shall have access to a public or private street or road.  

B.  Common Elements. The portions of a condominium project other than the co ndominium 

units.  

C. Condominium Project. A development or project consisting of not less than two 

condominium units established in conformance with, and pursuant to, the Condominium 

Act, Act No. 59 of the Public Acts of 1978, as amended.  

D.  Condominium Plan. The plan as required in this ordinance, including but not limited to, 

the survey and utility plans, building site, the existing and proposed structures and 

improvements including their location on the land.  

E. Condominium Unit. That port ion of a condominium project designed and intended for 

separate ownership and use, as described in the master deed of the project, regardless of 
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whether it is intended for residential, office, industrial, business, recreational or any other 

type of use app roved by the Michigan Department of Commerce for such projects.  

F. Consolidating Master Deed. The final amended master deed for a contractible 

condominium project, an expandable condominium project, or a condominium project 

containing convertible land or convertible space which final amended master deed fully 

describes the condominium project as completed.  

G. Contractible Condominium. A condominium project from which any portion of the 

submitted land or buildings may be withdrawn pursuant to the express p rovisions in the 

condominium documents and in accordance with this Ordinance and the Condominium Act.  

H.  Limited Common Elements. The portion(s) of the common elements reserved in the 

master deed of a condominium project for the exclusive use of less than  all the owners of 

condominium units in the project.  

I.  Lot. A single unit or division of land contained in a platted subdivision, whether it be 

numbered, lettered or otherwise designated, which has frontage on a public or private 

street or road.  

J. Mast er Deed. The legal document prepared and recorded pursuant to Act No. 59 of the 

Public Acts of 1978, as amended, within which are, or to which is attached as exhibits and 

incorporated by reference, the approved by - laws for the project and the approved 

cond ominium subdivision plan for the project.  

 

523 .005 -  Compliance required.  

All plats shall comply with the provisions of the Michigan Land Division Act (1967 PA 288, 

as amended), and with the provisions of this Ordinance. All site condominium 

developments shall comply with the provisions of the Michigan Condominium Act (1978 PA 

59, as amended), and with the provisions of this Ordinance.  

 

523 .006 -  Tentative approval of preliminary plat/site condominium plan (step 1 

approval).  

A. Submission. Every person, f irm or corporation which shall hereafter submit a 

preliminary site condominium plan or preliminary plat plan to the Township Board for 

tentative approval shall submit not less than four or more than ten legible copies of said 

proposed preliminary plan. Sai d preliminary plan shall be prepared by a Registered Civil 

Engineer, Land Surveyor or other person authorized by law. Said copies must contain, at a 

minimum, the following information and fees:  

1.  Show relief of area proposed to be platted or developed as  a site condominium with 

not more than four foot (4') contour intervals.  

2.  Indicate road layout.  

3.  Indicate lot or building site layout, showing size and shape of proposed lots or 

building sites, as well as any dedicated common open space  

4.  Indicate whether the proposed plat or site condominium development will be served 

by public sanitary sewer and/or water system.  

5.  Indicate the general location and size of any flood plain possibly located within the 

proposed plat or site condominium development.  

6. Indicate, in general, the methods for storm water disposal.  

7.  When the proprietor owns or plans to acquire and anticipates platting adjoining land 

or making it into a Site Condominium Development, the proprietor shall submit with 

the preliminary plat/co ndominium plan for tentative approval, a tentative plan showing 

the feasibility of the development of such adjoining land.  
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8.  A fee established by resolution of the Kalamazoo Charter Township Board pursuant 

to Section 14  of this Ordinance.  

B.  Planning Com mission Review. Upon receipt of said proposed preliminary condominium 

plan or plat plan for tentative approval, the Township Clerk shall forward a copy of the 

same to the Township Planning Commission for its review of the plan for its compliance 

with the a pplicable standards set forth in Subsection "C" immediately below and for the 

Township Planning Commission's recommendation regarding the same. The Planning 

Commission shall make its recommendation within 30 days of the Township's receipt of the 

plan.  

C. Township Board Review. After receipt of the Township Planning Commission's 

recommendation or the passage of 30 days from the Township's receipt of the plan 

(whichever occurs first), the Township Board shall examine said preliminary plan with such 

assistanc e and review by the Township Engineer and the Township Attorney as the 

Township Board shall request. The Township Board shall determine whether said proposed 

preliminary condominium plan or plat plan complies with all Township Ordinances and 

state statutes  as well as makes adequate provision for the following:  

1.  Streets.  

a.  Compliance with a major street thoroughfare plan adopted by the Township, if 

any.  

b.  The arrangement of streets shall provide for a continuation of existing streets 

from adjoining area s into the new condominium project or plat.  

c.  Where adjoining areas are not developed, the arrangement of streets in the 

proposed condominium project or plat shall be extended to the boundary line of the 

tract to make provision for the future projection of streets into the adjoining areas; 

provided, h owever, that minor streets within the development shall be so laid out 

that their use by through traffic will be discouraged.  

d.  Where the proposed plat or site condominium development abuts or contains a 

County primary road, the Township Board may requir e marginal access streets 

approximately parallel to the right -of -way of the primary road and may require such 

other treatment as is deemed necessary for the adequate protection of residential 

properties and to afford separation of through and local traffic .  

e.  Private streets may be permitted by the Township Board if the Township Board 

finds that private streets within the site condominium project or plat will not 

adversely affect public health, safety or welfare. In determining the same, the 

Township Boar d shall consider:  

(i)  The number of dwelling units, building sites or lots to be served by said 

streets;  

(ii)  The layout of the proposed development;  

(iii)  Ability to access with emergency vehicles;  

(iv)  Whether the street will serve as a link between dif ferent public roads.  

f.  A plat or condominium project creating a total of 50 or more units must be 

developed so as to provide 2 or more access streets.  

g.  All new streets shall be named as follows: streets with predominant north -south 

directions shall be n amed "Street"; streets with predominant east -west directions 

shall be named "Avenue"; meandering streets shall be named "Drive", "Lane", 

"Path", "Road" or "Trail", etc. and cul -de-sacs shall be named "Circle", "Court", 

"Way" or "Place", etc.  

h.  Streets sh ould intersect at 90° or closely thereto and in no case less than 80°.  
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i.  Where the proposed continuation of a street at an intersection is not in alignment 

with the existing street, it must not intersect such cross street closer than 175' 

from such opposi te existing street, as measured from the centerline of said streets.  

j.  The maximum length allowed for residential blocks shall be 1,000'.  

k.  All primary road rights -of -way, as designated by the Township Board, within or 

abutting plats/condominium develop ments hereafter established, shall provide a 50' 

half -width. All other rights -of -way within or abutting such plats/condominium 

developments shall be not less than 66' in width unless approved otherwise by the 

Township Board upon a finding that a lesser wid th would be adequate to safely 

accommodate anticipated traffic. Permanent dead -end streets in excess of 660' in 

length shall be prohibited except upon prior approval of the Township Board, to be 

granted only where the topography of the area, rivers, stream s, other natural 

conditions or the prior development of the area prevents a through street from 

being constructed.  

2. Lots and building sites.  

a. Lots and building sites shall comply with the size requirements of the Kalamazoo 

Township Zoning Ordinance an d as a minimum the following:  

Lots and building sites served by sewer and water and zoned R -2 Single and Two 

Family Residential must have a minimum width of 80' at the building setback line 

and a minimum of 13,200 square feet of area. Lots and building si tes with sewer or 

water and zoned R -1 Single Family Residential must have a minimum width of 100ô 

at the building setback line and a minimum of 20,000 square feet of area. Lots and 

building sites without either sewer or water must have a minimum width of 2 00ô at 

the building setback line and a minimum of 43,560 square feet of area. Lots and 

building sites that are within a Multiple Use Development under the Township 

Zoning Ordinance shall not be subject to these lot/building site dimension 

requirements.  

b.  Corner lots and building sites generally should have extra width to permit 

appropriate building setback from both streets.  (Ord. No. 610, Sec. 16, 

8/26/2019)  

3.  Open Space.  

a.  Open space within a plat or condominium development for the common use of 

occupants within such plat or development, exclusive of required setbacks, parking 

areas, street rights -of -ways, driveways or minimum lot or condominium site area 

requirement, shall conform to the requirements of the Kalamazoo Township Zoning 

Ordinance as to size, location, character and accessibility.  

b.  Any such open space shall be accompanied by an agreement or restrictive 

covenant acceptable to the Township Board which shall cont ain a description of the 

open space and its purposes and the enforceable manner in which it is to be 

maintained, repaired and developed. Such agreement or restrictive covenant shall 

be in recordable form and shall be recorded by the developer in the record s of the 

Kalamazoo County Register of Deeds at the time of recording of the Plat or 

condominium development.  

4.  General provisions.  

a.  Privately held reserve strips controlling access to streets shall be prohibited.  

b.  Existing natural features which add value to residential development, that 

enhance the attractiveness of the community (such as streams, water courses, 

historic spots and similar irreplaceable assets) should be preserved insofar as 

possible in the design o f the plat or site condominium development.  
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c.  Lands subject to flooding or otherwise determined by the Township Board to be 

uninhabitable should not be platted/condominiumized for residential, commercial or 

industrial purposes unless such lands within a plat or site condominium 

development are set aside for other purposes such as parks and/or open space.  

5.  Township Board Decision.  

a.  The Township Board shall tentatively approve and note its approval on the copy 

of the preliminary plat plan/preliminary c ondominium plan, or tentatively approve it 

subject to conditions and note its approval and conditions on the copy of the 

preliminary plat plan/preliminary condominium plan, to be returned to the 

proprietor, or set forth in writing its reasons for rejection  and requirements for 

tentative approval, within the following time period, as applicable:  

(i)  Within 60 days after it was submitted to the Township Clerk if the 

development is a plat and a pre -application review meeting was held pursuant 

to Section 111(3 ) of the Michigan Land Division Act (1967 PA 288, as 

amended).  

(ii)  Otherwise, within 90 days after it was submitted to the Township Clerk.  

b.  Tentative approval under this section confers upon the proprietor for a period of 

one year from the date thereof  approval for development purposes of lot sizes, lot 

orientation, and street layout and application of the then -current plat/site 

condominium regulations. The tentative approval may be extended if applied for by 

the proprietor and granted by the Township B oard in writing.  

 

523 .007 -  Final approval of preliminary condominium plan/preliminary plat plan 

(step 2 approval).  

A. Submission. Every person, firm or corporation which shall hereafter submit copies of a 

proposed preliminary plat plan or preliminary con dominium plan to the Township Board for 

final approval shall submit the following relevant data and fees:  

1.  Evidence that all requirements imposed by the Township Board at the time of 

granting tentative approval have been incorporated into the proposed p lan.  

2.  Detailed working drawings showing grades, drainage structures, proposed utilities 

and road construction plans for public and/or private roads within and adjoining said 

condominium project or plat. Prior to submitting copies of the preliminary cond ominium 

plan or preliminary plat plan to the Township Board for final approval, the developer 

shall document consultation with all public utilities which will be servicing the 

development to resolve any conflicts in location between public utility faciliti es and 

other improvements.  

3.  A list of all authorities required by statute to review the preliminary plat 

plan/preliminary condominium plan and written approvals from all such authorities.  

4.  A fee established by resolution of the Kalamazoo Charter Town ship Board pursuant 

to Section XIV of this Ordinance.  

B.  Township Board Review. The Township Board shall examine the plan with such 

assistance and review by the Township Engineer, Township Fire Marshall and Township 

Attorney as the Township Board shall req uest. Upon completing its review, the Township 

Board shall determine whether said plat plan or condominium plan complies with the 

requirements imposed by it at the time of tentative approval, has obtained the required 

statutory approval of other government al agencies and, in addition, meets the following 

requirements:  
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1.  All road grades shall not exceed a 7% grade or be less than a .5% grade except 

upon special approval of the Township Board upon recommendation of the Township 

Engineer.  

2.  All grades in e xcess of 3% shall require installation of curb and gutter. Said curb and 

gutter shall be set apart not less than 35' as measured from back to back and fully 

paved between the lip of the gutters.  

3.  All road rights -of -way within or abutting such plat or co ndominium development 

shall be constructed with not less than 6" compacted gravel base, 22' wide, covered 

with not less than 2' of bituminous aggregate pavement, 20' wide.  

4.  All rights -of -way shall be graded to the full width thereof for proper drainage and 

prospective future widening and improving. Road grading shall be accomplished so as 

to establish a .5' higher elevation at the boundary of the right -of -way than at the crown 

of the traveled roadway. All trees or other obstructions within the right -of -way which 

interfere with the grading and/or drainage shall be removed. The foregoing .5' 

elevation and tree and obstruction removal may be varied or adjusted by the Township 

Board upon recommendation of the Township Engineer where valuable trees or 

obstacle s are involved and as long as drainage and safety will not be impaired.  

5.  Permanent dead -end streets shall be provided at the closed end with a turn -around 

having an outside improved roadway diameter of at least 100' as measured from the 

center line of t he gutter or back of curb and a street property line diameter of at least 

120'. Temporary dead -end streets shall be provided at the closed end with a turn -

around constructed the full width of the right -of -way.  

6.  All surface waters shall be adequately dra ined within each plat/condominium 

development by a separate system of drainage structures or through the connection of 

such separate system to an adequate adjoining system. Where storm sewers are used, 

inlet basins must not be spaced further apart than 300 ' except upon express approval 

of the Township Board, upon recommendation of the Township Engineer, to be granted 

only where other equivalent and sufficient drainage inlets are provided. Where such 

outlets are not thus available, such drainage structures m ay consist of leaching basins 

so spaced that water shall not be required to run on the surface of the road further 

than 250' to such basin or so spaced as to afford equivalent and sufficient drainage. 

The determination of what is equivalent and sufficient drainage shall be left to the 

Township Board upon the recommendation of the Township Engineer.  

7.  Connection to sanitary sewers and/or water mains shall be required if the Township 

Board determines, in its discretion, that said sewers and/or water mains a re reasonably 

available to the proposed development.  

8.  The proprietor shall make arrangements for all distribution lines of telephone, 

electric, television and other similar services distributed by wire or cable to be placed 

underground entirely througho ut the residential area. Electric distribution lines shall be 

defined in accordance with the rules and regulations promulgated by the Michigan 

Public Service Commission. Such conduits or cables shall be placed within private 

easements provided to such serv ice companies by the proprietor or within dedicated 

public ways. All such facilities placed in dedicated public ways shall be planned so as 

not to conflict with other underground utilities. All such facilities shall be constructed in 

accordance with standa rds of construction approved by the Michigan Public Service 

Commission. Private easements for underground utilities shall be shown on the 

preliminary plan.  

9.  Storm water disposal methods proposed for the development must be adequate to 

insure each lot/bu ilding site and roadway will not be flooded and that all necessary 

easements for storm sewers or open drains can feasibly be dedicated to the public for 

such purposes.  
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10.  No land within the development shall be isolated from a public highway, nor shall 

any adjoining land of the proprietor or others be isolated from a public thoroughfare 

thereby creating land - locked parcels.  

11.  Street lighting shall be required within the development and shall be adequate to 

service the proposed development given its size and layout. The Township Board shall 

consider the recommendations of the electrical utility company serving the subject area 

and/or the Township Engineer in determining th e adequacy of proposed street lighting. 

All street lighting shall be placed and shielded so that light is directed downward and 

does not shine directly onto any residences. The Township Board shall have authority 

to waive the requirement of street lighting  if the Township Board finds, in its sole 

reasonable discretion, that because of the size of the development or some other 

unusual feature of the development, establishment of street lighting would not 

materially promote the health, safety or welfare of th e residents within the 

development or the general public.  

12.  Sidewalks shall be required. Sidewalks shall be constructed of concrete four feet in 

width, four (4") inches in depth, upon a two - inch (2") minimum sand base with 

expansion joints set at a minimum of fifty (50') feet; sidewalks built across driveways 

shall  be constructed of concrete six (6") inches depth.  

C. Approval. If the Township Board determines that the preliminary plat plan or 

preliminary condominium plan has obtained the required statutory approval of other 

governmental agencies and complies with t he requirements set forth above in this 

Ordinance, the Township Board shall, at its next meeting following plan submission or 

within 20 days from the date of submission, grant final approval of the preliminary plan 

which shall confer upon the proprietor fo r a period of two (2) years from the date of 

approval the conditional right that the general terms and conditions under which said 

approval was granted will not be changed. Said two (2) year period may be extended in 

the discretion of the Township Board up on application by the proprietor.  

 

523 .008 -  Final approval of final condominium plan/plat plan (step 3 approval).  

A. Submission. Every person, firm or corporation which shall hereafter submit a proposed 

final plat or site condominium plan to the Township  Board for final approval shall also 

submit the following relevant data and fees:  

1.  An abstract of title or title insurance policy showing merchantable title in the 

proprietor of the proposed final plat or site condominium.  

2.  A digital copy of the fina l plat or site condominium plan in an AutoCAD (.dwg) format 

or a .DXF format on a disk, CD, or through e -mail to the Township. Each digital copy 

shall show a minimum of two ties to government section corners. Each digital copy 

shall include at a minimum th e following information:  

Lot/Unit Numbers  

Street Names  

Dimensions  

Easements  

Lot Lines  

Section Lines & Section Corners  

Boundaries  

Utility Lines (if available)  

Right -of -Ways  

Adjacent Plat Corners (if available)  
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3.  A fee established by resolution of the Kala mazoo Charter Township Board pursuant 

to Section XIV of this Ordinance.  

B.  Township Board Review. The Township Board shall, at its next regular meeting or within 

20 days from the date of submission, review the proposed final plat or site condominium 

plan a nd grant final approval if it determines that all of the following have been satisfied:  

1.  All monuments required to be placed in the plat or condominium project have either 

been placed or a cash or equivalent deposit has been made with the Township and a  

Deposit Agreement executed by the proprietors.  

2.  All roads, streets, bridges and culverts have been completed and installed or a cash 

or equivalent deposit has been made with the Township and a Deposit Agreement 

executed by the proprietors.  

3.  If the p lat or condominium project includes or abuts certain improvements other 

than streets and alleys, such as county drains, lagoons, slips, waterways, lakes, bays 

or canals, which connect with or are proposed to connect with or enlarge public waters, 

that all such improvements shall be installed or a cash or equivalent deposit made to 

the Township and a Deposit Agreement executed by the proprietors.  

4.  If any floodplains are involved in the proposed plat or condominium project, then 

such floodplains shall be r estricted as provided by the Land Division Act or the 

Condominium Act, and such restrictions shall be submitted to the Township Board for 

review and approval prior to recording and thereafter shall be recorded in the Office of 

the Register of Deeds as part  of the Plat or Master Deed or contemporaneously with the 

recording of the Master Deed.  

5.  All utilities servicing the plat or condominium project have been installed and water 

and sanitary sewer mains have been stubbed to the lot line or building site li ne or a 

cash or equivalent deposit has been made with the Township Board in an amount 

sufficient to insure completion thereof within the time specified and a Deposit 

Agreement executed by the proprietors.  

6.  All underground utility installations, including lines for street lighting systems, which 

traverse privately owned property shall be protected by easements granted by the 

proprietor and approved by the public utility. These easements shall be recorded as 

part of the Plat or Master Deed as private easements for public utilities or easements 

provided by separate instrument. Easements across lots or centered on rear or side lot 

lines provided for utilities shall be at least twelve (12) feet wide, usually six ( 6) feet 

dedicated from each lot or parcel except side lot easements three (3) feet wide granted 

for street lighting dropouts. These easements shall be direct and continuous from block 

to block.  

7.  All public improvements, such as street lights, fire hydra nts, sidewalks, parks, etc., 

which have been required by the Township Board, have been completed and installed 

or a cash or equivalent deposit has been made with the Township sufficient in amount 

to insure completion within the time specified and a Deposit  Agreement executed by 

the proprietors.  

8.  The proposed final plat or condominium plan complies with all applicable state 

statutes and Township Ordinances and has received the requisite statutory approval of 

other governmental agencies.  

9.  That the Plat or Master Deed is executed by all required owners.  

 

523 .009 -  Failure to complete a public improvement.  

In the event the developer shall, in any case, fail to complete such work within such period 

of time as required by the conditions of the guarantee for the completion of public 

improvements, it shall be the responsibility of the Township Board to proceed to have such 
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work completed. In order to accomplish this, the Township Board shall reimburse itself for 

the cost and expense thereof by appropriating the  security deposit which the developer 

has deposited with the Township or it may take such steps as may be necessary to require 

performance in accordance with the Deposit Agreement executed by the proprietors.  

 

523 .010 -  Building site/subdivision.  

After a plat or site condominium development has been recorded, platted lots/building 

sites may thereafter be partitioned or divided with the approval of the Township Board into 

not more than four (4) parts, provided that the resulting lots or building sites or 

combinations of two (2) or more divided lots or building sites shall not be less in width or 

size than the more restrictive of this Ordinance or the Kalamazoo Charter Township Zoning 

Ordinance and provided further that such resulting lots or building sites s hall each have 

direct access to a public roadway or private roadway constructed to the standards of this 

Ordinance, and also to public utilities necessary or required to service such lots or building 

sites, and provided further, that all such resulting lot s or building sites shall conform in all 

particulars to the requirements of all applicable statutes and Township Ordinances.  

 

523 .011 -  Variance procedure.  

Where there are practical difficulties or unnecessary hardships in carrying out the strict 

letter o f this Ordinance, the Township Board shall have power in passing upon proposed 

condominium or plat projects to modify any of the terms and provisions of this Ordinance 

so that the spirit of the Ordinance shall be observed and public health, safety and welf are 

secured.  

 

523 .012 -  Violation and sanctions.  

1.  Nuisance Per Se. Any building or structure which is erected, moved, placed, 

reconstructed, razed, extended, enlarged, altered, maintained or used, and any use of a 

lot or land which is begun, continued, or changed in violation of any term or provision of 

this Ordinance, is hereby declared to be a nuisance per se subject to abatement as 

provided by law.  

2.  Violation. Any person who violates, disobeys, neglects or refuses to comply with any 

provision of th is Ordinance, any administrative decision made under this Ordinance, or any 

permit or approval issued under this Ordinance, including any conditions imposed thereon, 

or who causes, allows, or consents to any of same, shall be deemed to be responsible for a  

violation of this Ordinance. Any person responsible for a violation of this Ordinance 

whether as an owner (by deed or land contract), lessee, licensee, agent, contractor, 

servant, employee, or otherwise, shall be liable as a principal. Each day that a vio lation 

exists shall constitute a separate offense.  

3.  Municipal Civil Infraction. A violation of this Ordinance is a municipal civil infraction as 

defined by Michigan statute and shall be punishable by a civil fine determined in 

accordance with the follow ing schedule:  

 

Minimum Fine   Maximum Fine  

1st Offense within 3 -year period*   $75.00  $500.00  

2nd Offense within 3 -year period*   $150.00  $500.00  

3rd Offense within 3 -year period*   $325.00  $500.00  

4th or More Offense  within 3 -year period *   $500.00  $500.00  

* Determined on the basis of the date of commission of the offense(s).  
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Additionally, the violator shall pay costs which may include all expenses, direct and 

indirect, which the Charter Township of Kalamazoo has incurred in connection with the 

municipal civil infraction. In no case, however, shall costs of less than $9.00 be o rdered.  

4.  Remedial Action. Any violation of this Ordinance shall constitute a basis for injunctive 

relief or other appropriate remedy in any court of competent jurisdiction to compel 

compliance with this Ordinance and enforce the provisions thereof.  

 

52 3 .013 -  Amendments.  

All amendments to the plat or site condominium plan, other than building site/lot divisions 

approved under Section 10  above, shall be submitted for review and approval under 

Sections 6, 7 and 8 above.  

 

523 .014 -  Fees.  

The Kalamazoo Cha rter Township Board is hereby given the authority to establish by 

Resolution at any public meeting a schedule of fees for the administering of this Ordinance, 

provided that the same are reasonable and bear a reasonable relationship to the cost and 

expense of such administration and activity. The Township Board shall further have the 

right to amend the aforementioned Resolution from time to time within the foregoing limits 

of reasonableness.  

 

523 .015 -  Severability.  

Should any section, clause or provision o f this Ordinance be declared by a court of 

competent jurisdiction to be invalid, the same shall not affect the validity of the Ordinance 

as a whole or any part thereof other than the part declared to be invalid.  

 

523 .016 -  Repeal.  

All Ordinances or parts of Ordinances in conflict herewith, including the Kalamazoo Charter 

Township Subdivision Control Ordinance (Ordinance No. 166, as amended), are hereby 

repealed.  

 

523 .017 -  Effective date.  

This Ordinance shall take immediately upon publication after adopti on.  
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Ord. No. 528 - TAX EXEMPTION ORDINANCEτWESTLAND MEADOWS APARTMENTS 

Effective: October 17, 2006 
An Ordinance to provide for a service charge in lieu of taxes for a proposed multiple family 

dwelling project for persons of low income to be financed or assisted pursuant to the 

provisions of the State Housing Development Authority Act of 1966, as amended.  

 

THE KALAMAZOO CHARTER TOWNSHIP BOARD KALAMAZOO COUNTY, MICHIGAN 

ORDAINS:  

 

528 .001 -  Title.  

This Ordinance shall be known and cited as the "Kalamazoo Charter Township Tax 

Exemption Ordinance -Westland Meadows Apartments."  

 

528 .002. -  Preamble.  

It is acknowledged that it is a proper public purpose of the State of Michigan and its 

political subdivisions to provide housing for its citizens of low income and to encourage the 

development of such housing by providing for a service charge in lieu of pr operty taxes in 

accordance with the State Housing Development Authority Act of 1966 (1966 PA 346, as 

amended, MCL 125.1401, et seq. The Township is authorized by this Act to establish or 

change the service charge to be paid in lieu of taxes by any or all c lasses of housing 

exempt from taxation under this Act at any amount it chooses, not to exceed the taxes 

that would be paid but for this Act. It is further acknowledged that such housing for 

persons of low income is a public necessity, and as the Township w ill be benefitted and 

improved by such housing, the encouragement of the same by providing certain real estate 

tax exemption for such housing is a valid public purpose; further, that the continuance of 

the provisions of this Ordinance for tax exemption and  the service charge in lieu of taxes 

during the period contemplated in this Ordinance are essential to the determination of 

economic feasibility of housing developments which are constructed and financed in 

reliance on such tax exemption.  

     The Townshi p acknowledges that Westland Meadows 2005 Limited Dividend Housing 

Association Limited Partnership (the "Sponsor") has offered, subject to receipt of a 

Mortgage Loan from the Michigan State Housing Development Authority, or another lender, 

to acquire, own and operate a housing development identified as Westland Meadows 

Apartments on certain property located on approximately 10 acres located at 4305 Leisure 

Lane in the Township to serve Elderly persons of low income, and that the Sponsor has 

offered to pay t he Township on account of this housing development an annual service 

charge for public services in lieu of all taxes.  

 

528 .003 -  Definitions.  

A. "Authority" means the Michigan State Housing Development Authority.  

B.  ñAct" means the State Housing Developme nt Authority Act, being Public Act 346 of 1966 

of the State of Michigan, as amended.  

C. "Annual Shelter Rent" means the total collections during an agreed annual period from 

all occupants of a housing development representing rent or occupancy charges, exc lusive 

of charges for gas, electricity, heat, or other utilities furnished to the occupants.  

D.  "Contract Rents" are as defined by the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban 

Development in regulations promulgated pursuant to the U.S. Housing Act of 1937, as  

amended.  
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E. "Elderly" means (i) so long as the Housing development is assisted under a Section 8 

contract, an Elderly family or a handicapped person as defined in 24 CFR 885.5 or (ii) in 

the event the Section 8 contract is no longer in effect, a single p erson who is 55 years of 

age or older or a household in which at least 1 member is 55 years of age or older and all 

other members are 50 years of age or older or a younger handicapped person as defined in 

24 CFR 885.5 whose occupancy began during the term of the Section 8 contact.  

F. "Housing Development" means a development which contains a significant element of 

housing for persons of low income and such elements of other housing, commercial, 

recreational, industrial, communal, and educational facilities  as the Authority determines 

improve the quality of the development as it relates to housing for persons of low income.  

G. "Persons and Families of Low Income" means persons and families eligible for 

government housing assistance and to be Tenants of the Housing Development.  

H.  "Mortgage Loan" means a loan to be made by the Authority or another lender to the 

Sponsor for the construction and/or permanent financing of the Housing Development.  

I.  "Utilities" mean fuel, water, sanitary sewer service and/or e lectrical service which are 

paid by the Housing Development.  

J. "Sponsor" means person(s) or entities which have applied to the Authority for a 

Mortgage Loan or to another lender to finance a Housing Development.  

 

528 .004 -  Class of housing developments.  

It is determined that the class of Housing Developments to which the tax exemption shall 

apply and for which a service charge shall be paid in lieu of such taxes shall be housing for 

Elderly persons and Elderly families of low income eligible to be Tenants  of the 

Development, which are financed or assisted pursuant to the Act. It is further determined 

that Westland Meadows Apartments is of this class.  

 

528 .005 -  Establishment of annual service charge.  

The Housing Development identified as Westland Meadows Apartments and the property 

on which it shall be constructed shall be exempt from all property taxes from and after the 

acquisition. The Township acknowledging that the Sponsor and the Authority, or another 

lender, have established the economic feasibility  of the Housing Development in reliance 

upon the enactment and continuing effect of this Ordinance and the qualification of the 

Housing Development for exemption from all property taxes and a payment in lieu of taxes 

as established in this Ordinance, and i n consideration of the Sponsor's offer, subject to 

receipt of a Mortgage Loan from the Authority, and/or another lender to acquire, own and 

operate the Housing Development, agrees to accept payment of an annual service charge 

for public services in lieu of  all property taxes. The annual service charge shall be equal to 

six percent (6%) of the difference between ninety - five percent (95%) of Contract Rents 

actually collected and utilities so long as the Housing Development benefits from a Section 

8 contract; or if a Section 8 contract is not in effect for the Housing Development, six 

percent (6%) of the Annual Shelter Rents actually collected. The annual service charge 

shall in no event be less than $49,408.00.  

 

528 .006 -  Limitation on the payment of annual s ervice charge.  

Notwithstanding Section V, the service charge to be paid each year in lieu of taxes for the 

part of the Housing Development which is tax exempt but which is occupied by other than 

low income Elderly persons or families or the site manager of  the facility shall be equal to 

the full amount of the taxes which would be paid on that portion of the Housing 

Development if the Housing Development were not tax exempt.  
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     The term "low income persons or families" as used herein shall be the same mea ning 

as found in Section 15(a)(7) of the Act.  

 

528 .007 -  Contractual effect of ordinance.  

Notwithstanding the provisions of section 15(a)(5) of the Act to the contrary, a contract 

between the Township and the Sponsor with the Authority as third party bene ficiary under 

the contract, to provide tax exemption and accept payments in lieu of taxes, as previously 

described, is effectuated by enactment of this Ordinance.  

 

528 .008 -  Payment of service charge.  

The annual service charge in lieu of taxes as determined under the Ordinance shall be 

payable in the same manner as general property taxes are payable to the Township except 

that the annual payment shall be paid on or before July 1st of each year based upo n 

calculations covering the preceding year.  

 

528 .009 -  Duration.  

This Ordinance shall remain in effect until the earlier of, 1) for as long as the MSHDA or 

another mortgage loan remains outstanding and unpaid or MSHDA or HUD has an interest 

in the propert y (including without limitation a lien, regulatory agreement or recorded use 

restriction or there is a HUD Subsidy contract in effect for the property) and the property is 

designated for Elderly residents of low income; or, 2) December 22, 2041.  

 

528 .010 -  Severability.  

The various sections and provisions of this Ordinance shall be deemed to be severable, and 

should any section or provision of this Ordinance be declared by any court of competent 

jurisdiction to be unconstitutional or invalid the same shall  not affect the validity of the 

Ordinance as a whole or any section or provision of this Ordinance other than the section 

or provision so declared to be unconstitutional or invalid.  

 

528 .011 -  Effective date.  

This Ordinance shall become effective upon pub lication following adoption. All ordinances 

or parts of ordinances in conflict with this Ordinance are repealed to the extent of such 

conflict.  
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Ord. No. 531 - PUBLIC PARKS AND PUBLIC LANDS AND STRUCTURES USE Effective: August 

22, 2007 
An Ordinance to regulate the use of public parks and other public lands and structures of 

the Charter Township of Kalamazoo for the protection of the public health, safety and 

general welfare as well as for the preservation of said parks, lands and other s tructures 

and their reasonable use and enjoyment for the purposes intended; to provide penalties 

for violations of said ordinance; to provide an effective date of said ordinance; and to 

repeal all parts of ordinances in conflict herewith.  

 

THE KALAMAZOO C HARTER TOWNSHIP BOARD KALAMAZOO COUNTY, MICHIGAN 

ORDAINS:  

 

531.001 -  Title.  

This Ordinance shall be known and cited as the "Kalamazoo Charter Township Public Parks 

and Public Lands and Structures Use Ordinance."  

 

531.002 -  Definitions.  

"Township Parks" is  hereby defined to include parks established by the Township Board of 

Kalamazoo Township for public use and enjoyment, the Township's Grand Prairie Golf 

Course and the Township's other public lands and structures.  

 

531.003 -  Regulations.  

A. Curfew. The Township parks, as herein defined, shall be closed for public use between 

the hours of sunset and sunrise except by special permit from the Township Clerk 

previously approved by the Township Board for specific special Township public events,  

meetings or hearings sponsored by the Township Board or by agencies approved by the 

Township Board for specific events, meetings or hearings.  

B. Public Conduct. It shall be unlawful for any person in or using Township parks as herein 

defined to:  

(1) Eng age in threatening, abusive, or inflammatory language; or engage in disorderly 

conduct or behavior, tending to be a breach of the public peace or offensive and 

disturbing to other inhabitants of the facility.  

(2) Disturb or interfere unreasonably with any  person or party occupying any area of 

the Township facility or adjacent residential premises.  

(3) Erect or occupy any tent, stand or other structure in such Township facility without 

the approval of an authorized Township official.  

(4) Conduct any comme rcial activity within such Township facility without the prior 

approval of the Township Board during a special event approved by the Township 

Board as a reasonable accessory to a public event also approved by the Township 

Board.  

(5) Damage, destroy or van dalize any portion of such Township facility or the buildings, 

improvements or equipment therein.  

(6) Scatter, drop or leave any debris or other rubbish or unsightly or obstructive 

material or personal property within such Township facilities except in rec eptacles 

provided by the Township and designed for such purposes.  
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(7) Operate any radio or other audio device in a volume to be disturbing or annoying to 

other inhabitants of the Township facility or adjacent residents, thereby interfering with 

their use and enjoyment of said facility or adjacent area.  

(ord. No. 540, 9 -22 -2008)  

 

531.004 -  Sanction.  

A. Any person who violates any provisions of this ordinance shall be responsible for a 

municipal civil infraction subject to payment of a civil fine as follow s:  

 

1st Offense   $100.00  

2nd Offense   $500.00  

3rd or More Offense  $1,000.00  

 

Additionally, the violator shall pay costs which may include all expenses, direct and 

indirect, which the Charter Township of Kalamazoo has incurred in connection with the 

mun icipal civil infraction. In no case, however, shall costs be less than $9.00. Each day 

that a violation continues shall be a separate infraction.  

B. In addition to any remedies at law, the Township may bring an action for an injunction 

or other process ag ainst any person, firm or entity to restrain, prevent or abate any 

violation of this ordinance.  

 

531.005 -  Effective date and repeal of conflicting ordinances.  

This Ordinance shall take effect upon its publication after adoption. All ordinances or parts 

of ordinances in conflict herewith are hereby repealed.  

Adopted: August 13, 2007  
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Ord. No. 539 - UTILITY CONTROL Adopted: September 22, 2008 
An Ordinance to amend Utility Control Ordinance No. 175 in its entirety to regulate the 

installation and maintenance of utility facilities within the public right -of -way.  

 

THE KALAMAZOO CHARTER TOWNSHIP BOARD KALAMAZOO COUNTY, MICHIGAN 

ORDAINS:  

 

The Utili ty Control Ordinance, Ordinance No. 175 of the Charter Township of Kalamazoo is 

amended in its entirety to read as follows:  

 

539 .001 -  Title.  

This Ordinance shall hereafter be known and cited as the Kalamazoo Charter Township 

Utility Control Ordinance.  

 

539 .002 -  Purpose.  

This Ordinance is enacted to ensure that utility providers are afforded their rights to access 

and use of the public right -of -way, and in such a manner to ensure and protect the public 

health, safety and welfare, to make the most efficie nt use of those limited areas available 

for the installation of utilities, to minimize disruption, disturbance and damage to the 

public right -of -way, and to maintain the aesthetic quality and property values of the 

Township. In furtherance of those objecti ves and in order to ensure those rights, the 

Township must:  

(1)  Review and approve all plans for the installation of utility facilities within the public 

right -of -way;  

(2)  Prohibit such installation except in compliance with the approved plans;  

(3)  Requir e removal and relocation of the facilities when necessary and permitted by 

applicable law;  

(4)  Provide other public health, safety and welfare regulations; and  

(5)  Provide a penalty for a violation.  

 

539 .003 -  Definitions.  

The term "facility" or "facilitie s" shall mean the utility's equipment or personal property, 

such as wires, cables, pipes or conduits, equipment cabinets, structures or other 

equipment used for the transmission of electrical current impulses, sounds, voices or 

communications, water, sewag e, gas or other fuel.  

     The term "utility" shall mean any public or private company, firm, corporation, 

municipal corporation or commission, person or other entity including, but not limited to 

telecommunication, video service, water, sewer, gas and ot her fuel.  

     The term "public right -of -way" shall mean the area on, below, or above a public 

roadway, highway, street, alley, easement, or waterway within the Township and under 

any jurisdiction or control of the Township.  

 

539 .004 -  Regulations.  

 (a)  Except as provided below in 539 .006, no utility shall hereafter install, construct, 

relocate or replace any facility within any public right -of -way without first securing a 

permit for the same from the Township Engineer or other Township duly authorized 

representative. As a condition precedent prior to seeking an installation permit, a utility 
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must have the constitutional and statutory consent or franchise from the Township Board 

as required for use of the public right -of -way and/or transaction of business in the 

Township.  

(b)  Any utility seeking such permit shall submit plans showing the location of the proposed 

facility; the height, depth and size thereof; and its proximity to existing improvements and 

other utility facilities within the same public right -of -way. The plans for the installation of 

new facilities shall show, at a minimum, the following as applicable:  

1.  For the area 25 feet on either side of the proposed facility (including, but not limited 

to all proposed structures, transmission lines, an d underground routing), the following 

items must be provided:  

(i)  Key landscape defining features, such as structures, manholes, fire hydrants, 

trees or any other physical objects.  

(ii)  Any and all property lines.  

(iii)  Any and all watercourses.  

2.  Location of the proposed facility, including proposed invert elevations.  

3.  Length and size of each section of proposed facilities between structures.  

4.  Proprietor information.  

5.  Parcel identification number and/or addresses of all parcels and adjacent p arcels.  

6.  Road names.  

7.  North arrow.  

8.  Note if the proposed facility will be located within 500 feet of a lake or stream.  

9.  Provide a scale of a minimum of 1 inch equals 50 feet.  

10.  A location map, with a scale and north arrow, showing the location of the proposed 

facility in relation to the surrounding area.  

11.  All existing facilities within the road right -of -way or within 25 feet either side of the 

proposed facility.  

12.  Pavement type and limits.  

13.  Existing right -of -way lines.  

14.  For proposed above -ground facilities, the following additional items shall be shown:  

(i)  Separate detail of each above -ground facility indicating all their dimensions.  

(ii)  Dimensions of the facility fr om existing pavement, property lines, public right -

of -way lines and other facilities.  

(iii)  Indicate proposed parking location, dimensions and method (i.e. gravel, grass 

pavers, etc.) to limit disruption for maintenance vehicles.  

(iv)  Where appropriate, a  landscaping plan indicating plant material, fencing, or 

other screening method.  

(c)  Installation permit applications must be made to the Township Engineer or other 

Township duly authorized representative who shall have authority to issue installation 

perm its subject to the considerations herein. To the extent allowed by law, reasonable fees 

may be assessed, to cover administrative costs, Township Engineer fees and Township 

attorney fees, directly related to review and action on a permit request.  

(d)  The T ownship Engineer or other Township duly authorized representative shall not 

unreasonably withhold such permit where the proposed facilities are necessary for the 

servicing of customers within the Township and for the protection or promotion of the 

health, safety and general welfare of the community; but shall have the right and authority 

to determine the location of the same within the public right -of -way, and the obligation 

and responsibility, if any, incident to such location and installation imposed upon  such 
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utility. The installation of facilities shall be made, where feasible, in such a manner as to 

make the most efficient use of the area available for placement of public utilities, to 

facilitate the use of the area by other public utilities, to not con flict with utility installations 

proposed by the Township, to minimize disruption, disturbance and damage to the public 

right -of -way, and to maintain the aesthetic quality and property values of the surrounding 

area.  

(e)  No construction, installation, rel ocation or replacement shall be permitted which does 

not comply with the plans and site location, approved by the Township Engineer or other 

Township duly authorized representative, and on file with the Township. Upon completion 

of the project, a certifica te shall be filed with the Township by the supervisor in charge of 

the work that the construction did comply with such approved plans and site location or in 

what respect the same differed from the approved plans. The Township Engineer or other 

Township du ly authorized representatives shall have the authority to require the correction 

of any substantial noncompliance. Each utility installing facilities in, on, or under, land 

within the Township after such installation is completed, shall maintain plans show ing the 

location of such facilities as built. Two (2) copies of such record plans shall be submitted to 

the Township Building and Zoning Administrator within ninety (90) days of the completion 

of the installation.  

(f)  Utility, its contractors, subcontract ors, and its facilities shall not unduly burden or 

interfere with the present or future use of any of the public right -of -way. A utility's 

facilities shall be installed and maintained so as to not endanger or injure persons or 

property in or about the publ ic right -of -way. If the Township reasonably determines that 

any portion of the facilities constitutes an undue burden or interference, due to changed 

circumstances, utility, at its expense to the extent allowed by law, shall modify the 

facilities or take s uch other actions as the Township may determine is in the public interest 

to remove or alleviate the burden, and the utility shall do so within a reasonable time 

period.  

(g)  Utility, its contractors and subcontractors shall immediately restore, at the uti lity's sole 

cost and expense, in a manner approved by the Township, any portion of the public right -

of -way that is in any way disturbed, damaged, or injured by the construction, installation, 

operation, maintenance or removal of the facilities to a reasona bly equivalent (or, at 

utility's option, better) condition as that which existed prior to the disturbance. In the 

event that the utility, its contractors or subcontractors fail to make such repair within a 

reasonable time, the Township may make the repair and the utility shall pay the costs the 

Township incurred for such repair.  

(h)  The open cut of any public right -of -way shall be coordinated with the Township. The 

utility shall install and maintain the facilities in a reasonably safe condition. If the exi sting 

poles in the public right -of -way are overburdened or unavailable for the utilities use, or the 

facilities of all users of the poles are required to go underground then the utility shall, at its 

expense to the extent allowed by law, place such portion  of its Facilities underground, 

unless the Township approves an alternate location. The utility may perform maintenance 

on the facilities without prior approval of the Township, provided that the utility shall 

obtain any and all permits required by the Tow nship in the event that any maintenance will 

disturb or block vehicular traffic or are otherwise required by the Township.  

(i)  The utility shall coordinate its construction and all other work in the public right -of -way 

with the Township's program for street construction and rebuilding (collectively "Street 

Construction") and its program for street repaving and resurfacing (except seal coating 

and patching) (collectively, "Street Resurfacing"). The goals of such coordination shall be 

to encourage the utility to conduct all work in the public right -of -way in conjunction with or 

immediately prior to any Street Construction or Street R esurfacing planned by the 

Township.  
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(j)  If the Township vacates or consents to the vacation of public right -of -way within its 

jurisdiction, and such vacation necessitates the removal and relocation of the utility's 

facilities in the vacated public right -of-way, the utility shall remove its facilities, at its cost 

and expense to the extent allowed by law, when ordered to do so by the Township or a 

court of competent jurisdiction. The utility shall relocate its facilities to such alternate route 

as the Towns hip and the utility mutually agree, applying reasonable engineering standards.  

(k)  If the Township requests the utility to relocate, protect, support, disconnect, or remove 

its facilities because of street or utility work, or other public projects, the ut ility shall 

relocate, protect, support, disconnect, or remove its facilities, at its cost and expense to 

the extent allowed by law, including where necessary to such alternate route as the 

Township and the utility mutually agree, applying reasonable engine ering standards. The 

work shall be completed within a reasonable time period.  

(l)  The Township shall have the right to sever, disrupt, dig up or otherwise destroy 

facilities of the utility if such action is necessary because of a public emergency. If 

reas onable to do so under the circumstances, the Township shall attempt to provide notice 

to the utility. Public emergency shall be any condition which poses an immediate threat to 

life, health, or property caused by any natural or man -made disaster, including , but not 

limited to, storms, floods, fire, accidents, explosions, water main breaks, hazardous 

material spills, etc. The utility shall be responsible for repair at its cost and expense of any 

of its facilities damaged pursuant to any such action taken by the Township.  

(m)  If eligible to join, the utility shall subscribe to and be a member of "MISS DIG," the 

association of utilities formed pursuant to Act 53 of the Public Acts of 1974, as amended, 

MCL § 460.701 et seq., and shall conduct its business in co nformance with the statutory 

provisions and regulations promulgated thereunder.  

(n)  If the utility has its facilities on poles of Consumers Energy, Detroit Edison or another 

electric or telecommunications provider and Consumers Energy, Detroit Edison or s uch 

other electric or telecommunications provider relocates its system underground, then the 

utility shall relocate its facilities underground in the same location at the utility's cost and 

expense.  

(o)  All personnel of the utility and its contractors or subcontractors who have as part of 

their normal duties contact with the general public shall wear on their clothing a clearly 

visible identification card bearing the utility's name, their name and photograph. The utility 

shall account for all identificatio n cards at all times. Every service vehicle of the utility and 

its contractors or subcontractors shall be clearly identified as such to the public, such as by 

a magnetic sign with utility's name and telephone number.  

(p)  As soon as practicable after the u tility has discontinued the use of its facilities, the 

utility, or its successors and assigns shall remove all of its facilities from the public right -

of -way which has been installed in such a manner that it can be removed without 

trenching or other openin g of the public right -of -way. The utility shall not remove any 

underground portions of the facilities which requires trenching or other opening of the 

public right -of -way except with the prior written approval of the Township Engineer or 

other Township dul y authorized representative. All removals shall be at utility's cost and 

expense.  

(q)  As soon as practicable after the utility has discontinued the use of its facilities, the 

utility, or its successor or assigns at its cost and expense, shall, unless waiv ed in writing by 

the Township Engineer or other Township duly authorized representative, remove from the 

public right -of -way all above -ground elements of its facilities, including but not limited to 

poles, pedestal mounted terminal boxes, equipment cabinet s, and lines attached to or 

suspended from poles.  

(r)  The schedule and timing of removal shall be subject to approval by Township Engineer 

or other Township duly authorized representative. Unless extended by the Township 
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Engineer or other Township duly au thorized representative, removal shall be completed 

not later than twelve (12) months following the discontinuance. Portions of the facilities in 

the public right -of -way which are not removed within such time period shall be deemed 

abandoned and, at the op tion of the Township, exercised by written notice to the utility, 

title to those portions of the abandoned facilities shall vest in the Township.  

 

539 .005 -  Exceptions and appeals.  

An exception to the requirements of this Ordinance may be granted by the T ownship 

Engineer or other Township duly authorized representative, at any time upon a showing 

that either the requirements create an undue hardship, their application is infeasible for 

the particular installation requested, or there are no equally suitable  alternative locations 

for the placement of facilities within close proximity to the requested location. The Utility 

may appeal the denial of an exception to the requirements of this Ordinance or the denial 

of a permit request to the Township Supervisor wi thin 30 days of such denial.  

 

539 .006 -  Exemptions.  

The following types of installations shall be exempt from the requirements of this 

Ordinance:  

(a)  Connection from a main or branch utility line, including, but not limited to wires, 

cables, pipes, condu its or other equipment used for the transmission of electrical current 

impulses, sounds, voices, or communications, water, sewage, gas or other fuel, to an 

individual user or subscriber provided such connection does not service more than four 

users.  

(b)  Replacement or repair of damaged or obsolete wires, cables, pipes, conduits or other 

equipment so long as the replacement or repair of such wires, cables, pipes, conduits or 

other equipment shall not deviate in size or location of the equipment being repla ced or 

repaired.  

(c)  Replacement or repair of damaged or obsolete substation or generating equipment.  

(d)  Any wires, cables, pipes, conduits or other equipment which are installed at the 

direction of, by, and/or for the benefit of the Township.  

 

539 .007 -  Penalties.  

Any person, firm, corporation, municipal corporation, commission or entity that violates 

any of the provisions of this Ordinance or the terms or conditions of a permit issued under 

this Ordinance shall be deemed guilty of a municipal civil inf raction, and shall be subject to 

the following fines:  

(a)  Civil Fines. In the event of a determination of responsibility for a municipal civil 

infraction, the following civil fines shall apply:  

First offense: .....$150.00  

Second offense within 3 years o f first offense: .....$300.00  

Third and each subsequent offense within 3 -year period are each .....$500.00  

(b)  Other Remedies. In addition to ordering the defendant determined to be responsible for 

a municipal civil infraction to pay a civil fine, costs,  damages and expenses, the Judge or 

Magistrate shall be authorized to issue any judgment, writ or order necessary to enforce, 

or enjoin violation of, this Ordinance.  

(c)  Continuing Offense. Each act of violation and each day upon which any such violation 

shall occur, shall constitute a separate offense.  



Page 175 of 269 

(d)  Remedies Not Exclusive. In addition to any remedies provided for in this Ordinance, 

any equitable or other remedies available may be sought.  

(e)  Costs, Damages, and Expenses. The Court shall also be authorized to impose costs, 

damages, and expenses as provided by law.  

 

539 .008 -  Saving Clause.  

The provisions of this Ordinance are hereby declared to be separable and if  any clause, 

sentence, word, section or provision is declared void or unenforceable for any reason, by 

any court of competent jurisdiction, it shall not affect any portion of the ordinance other 

than said part or portion thereof.  

 

539 .009 -  Effective date . 

This Ordinance amendment shall take effect upon its publication after adoption. All 

ordinances or parts of ordinances in conflict herewith are hereby repealed.  
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Ord. No. 542 - PARKS, GROUNDS AND FACILITIES USE REGULATIONS ORDINANCE 

Adopted: November 10, 2008 
An ordinance to provide for regulations for the lawful use of parks, grounds and facilities 

by the public which are under the ownership or jurisdiction of the Kalamazoo County Parks 

and Recreation Commission; to provide penalties for the violation of said regulations; to 

provide for the severability of these provisions; and to provide for an effective date of this 

Ordinance:  

 

THE CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF KALAMAZOO, KALAMAZOO COUNTY, MICHIGAN ORDAINS:  

 

542.001 -  Title.  

This Ordinance shall be known and referred to as the Kalamazoo Township Limited County 

Parks, Grounds and Facilities Use Ordinance.  

 

542.002 -  Purpose.  

The purpose of this Ordinance is to regulate the improper use of parks, grounds and 

facilities under th e jurisdiction of the Kalamazoo County Parks and Recreation Commission; 

to authorize members of the Kalamazoo Charter Township Police Department to enforce 

such regulations; and to provide penalties for violations of such regulations and for failure 

of any  members of the public from conforming to the instructions of members of the 

Kalamazoo Township Police Department concerning compliance with the within regulations.  

 

542.003 -  Definitions.  

A. Parks, grounds and facilities herein referred to includes campg rounds, county 

fairgrounds, county River Valley Park Trails and other facilities under the jurisdiction of the 

County of Kalamazoo and its Parks and Recreation Commission and located within the 

Township of Kalamazoo.  

B. Commission means the Kalamazoo Coun ty Parks and Recreation Commission.  

C. Department means the Kalamazoo County Parks and Recreation Department.  

D. Director means the Director of the Kalamazoo County Parks and Recreation 

Department.  

E. Staff means an employee or authorized agent of the D epartment.  

 

542.004 -  Hours of operation.  

A. Hours of Operation. No activities upon such county, parks, grounds and facilities shall be 

permitted which are not in compliance with the schedule of such hours conspicuously 

posted by the Staff of the Department at the county's parks, grounds and facil ities.  

B. Posting. The foregoing posting shall be at the entrance to such facility and at such other 

conspicuous places as will afford reasonable notice to the public of such limitations. Such 

posting shall not be damaged or destroyed in any manner that w ould obliterate or obstruct 

the message posted.  

 

542.005 -  Permits or registration for use.  

A. Permits or Registration for Use. No person shall occupy or use a county park, ground or 

facility that requires a permit or registration from or with the County Commission without 

first obtaining the same and having evidence of the same upon his/her possession while 

occupying the park, ground, or facility.  
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B. Presentation of Permit or Registration. Upon request of a member of the Kalamazoo 

Charter Township Police  Department, such permit or registration shall be presented for 

examination. Failure to do so shall constitute evidence of unauthorized use or occupancy of 

the facility.  

 

542.006 -  Campground rules.  

A person using or occupying a county campground site mus t comply with the following 

regulations:  

A. He/she shall not leave a minor child unattended, without adult supervision, in a camping 

area overnight.  

B. A minor child cannot occupy a campground site unless accompanied by an adult.  

C. Campers, Trailers, Veh icle Campers, and similar facilities which possess lavatories, sinks 

or toilet facilities must dispose of all waste at a Trailer Dump Station or sewer connection.  

D. No person shall wash clothes, dishes or similar items at an outside faucet or in the sink s 

in service buildings.  

E. Campfires are permitted only in designated campfire circles or site fire pits. Collecting 

firewood is prohibited.  

F. Visitors to Campground Sites are permitted between the hours of 7 a.m. and 9 p.m.  

G. Quiet Hours. Between the ho urs of 10 p.m. and 7 a.m. no person shall create or cause 

any noise, which unreasonably disturbs the use or enjoyment of the Campground.  

H. Generator, radios, or other amplified devices shall not be used while Quiet Hours are in 

effect between the hours o f 10 p.m. and 7 a.m.  

I. No more than two vehicles are allowed per campsite. Additional vehicles and guest 

vehicles must be parked in the designated visitor parking lot.  

 

542.007 -  Alcoholic beverages.  

A. A person who possesses, sells or consumes alcoholi c beverages within a county park, 

ground or facility must comply with all applicable federal, state and local county and 

township rules and regulations pertaining to the possession and consumption of alcoholic 

beverages.  

B. No person, firm or corporation shall sell, possess or consume alcoholic beverages at the 

Kalamazoo County Expo Center and Fairgrounds unless the person, firm or corporation 

receives written authorization from the Commission to sell, possess or consume alcoholic 

beverages at such facilit y and has written evidence of such authorization available to a 

police officer requesting such evidence.  

 

542.008 -  General regulations.  

The following regulations apply to all persons using any county parks, grounds, or facilities 

and are an addition to, not in derogation of, any other provisions of these regulations:  

A. Motor vehicles and non -motorized vehicles must be driven and parked only in 

designated areas. Except that one -person motorized vehicles designed and used to provide 

a disabled person with  access to a facility may be operated on grass areas.  

B. No person shall remain in, or enter onto, a facility before or after the posted closing 

hour of the facility unless so authorized by these regulations.  

C. No person shall enter onto the county fairgrounds after sunset unless participating in a 

scheduled event or unless so authorized by these regulations.  
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D. No person shall engage in any violent, abusive, boisterous, loud, illegal, obscene or 

similar diso rderly conduct, which unreasonably interferes with another person's use or 

enjoyment of a facility.  

E. No person shall use a loudspeaker, public address system or sound amplifying 

equipment of any kind within or upon county parks, grounds or facilities wi thout a written 

permit issued by the Commission or its Staff.  

F. No person shall remove, injure, deface, disturb, befoul nor in any manner destroy any 

part of any facility, sign, structure, equipment, utility or other property, nor injure or 

destroy any t rees, flowers, shrubs, plant or growing thing, whether alive or dead, or any 

rock, or mineral.  

G. No person shall kill, trap, hunt, pursue or in any manner disturb any bird or animal 

within any facility without the written permission of the Commission, Di rector, or 

Commission Staff. Fishing will be permitted in accordance with the laws of the Michigan 

Department of Natural Resources in such areas properly designated for such purposes.  

H. All motor vehicles operated within a facility shall comply with all applicable provisions of 

the Michigan Motor Vehicle Code.  

I. No person shall operate a snowmobile, ATV, ORV, mini -bike, go -cart, golf cart or similar 

motorized device in any county park, ground or facility without the written consent of the 

Department exce pt motorized devices designed for, and used to, provide disabled persons 

in need of such devices with access to and use of a facility.  

J. Twenty - five miles per hours (25 MPH) is the maximum permitted speed for all motor 

vehicles operated within a facility  unless posted otherwise.  

K. No person shall start or maintain a fire except in a picnic stove or other area specifically 

approved and designated for the starting and maintaining of a fire.  

L. No person shall have in their possession or control any sling shot,  bow and arrow, BB 

Gun, paint ball guns, fireworks or explosives  within any parks except by prior written 

permission of the  Commission . 

M. No person shall discharge any rifle, shotgun, pellet gun, air rifle, pistol or  other firearm 

in any park for any  reason, provided that this rule shall not apply  to any law enforcement 

officer acting in the course of his or her employment.  Violations or criminal offenses 

involving the transportation, possession,  brandishing or discharge of pistols, other 

firearms, am munition or  components of firearms on County park property shall be 

prosecuted in  accordance wit h local ordinance or state law.  

N. No person shall fly, or use any fuel -powered engine, or jet - type, or electric -powered 

model aircraft, boat, rocket, or like powered toys or model, except at those areas 

designated or posted by the Commission, Director or their Staff for such use.  

O. No person shall post, paste, fasten, or affix any placard, bill, notice or sign within a 

county parks, grounds or facilities except for a temporary directional sign for picnics or 

special events. Temporary directional signs must be removed at the conclusion o f the 

special event. Temporary directional signs must not mar, damage or stain any portion of a 

facility.  

P. Peddling, hawking, soliciting, begging, advertising or carrying on of a business or 

commercial enterprise is prohibited in all county parks, groun ds, and facilities except in 

connection with a special event. Such activities must be directly related to the special 

event occurring at the public park, ground or facility and may only occur during the special 

event and must have the prior approval of the  Department or its Staff.  

Q. No person shall deposit or abandon any litter, garbage, sewage, refuse, trash, waste or 

similar material in any county parks, grounds or facilities except in receptacles, pits or 

areas designated for such purposes. No person s hall remove such material from any 

receptacle, pit or area. No person shall deposit such material in a receptacle, pit or area if 
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the material was generated outside the geographical boundaries of county parks, grounds 

or facilities and was not intended for  consumption or use in the county area.  

R. No person shall lead, ride or cause a horse or other livestock to be upon any property 

administered by or under the jurisdiction of the Commission except where organized 

activities are permitted with Department a pproval.  

S. Domestic pets, except for animals trained and utilized to aid a handicapped person, are 

not permitted on any beach or prohibited posted area(s) within county parks, grounds or 

facilities. Domestic pets are permitted in other areas of county pa rks, grounds and facilities 

provided that the domestic pet is kept on a leash.  

T. All persons using the county parks, grounds and facilities shall comply with the lawful 

commands, directions and orders of the Staff or police officer.  

 

542.009 -  Kalamazoo  County parks and trail rules.  

A. County trails are closed to use from sunset to 7 a.m.  

B. All traffic and trail signs must be complied with.  

C. Trails are limited to use by pedestrians and non -motorized transportation. Horses are 

not permitted.  

D. ATVs, O RVs, snowmobiles, mini -bikes, scooters, go -carts, golf carts and similar 

motorized devices are prohibited from being used on trails.  

E. All pets must be on a leash no more than six feet in length and their fecal [matter] must 

be picked up in a sealed bag and deposited in a rubbish container provided by the county.  

F. Fire and fireworks are prohibited.  

G. Solicitation, peddling, advertising or any commercial business activity is prohibited 

without Commission or Staff written approval.  

H. Camping is not permitted along county trails or park areas except where posted as 

allowed. No sign or notice shall be posted, fastened or located within a county park, 

ground or facility except for signs erected by the Commission or its Staff or tempora ry 

directional signs approved by the Commission or its Staff. Such temporary signs must be 

removed within 12 hours following the end of the special approved event.  

I. Trail and park use is limited to such trail and park and cannot encroach in any manner 

upon private property.  

 

542 .010 -  Application of other ordinances.  

The within regulations do not supersede or preempt other applicable state, federal, county 

or township rules and regulations which must also be observed and complied with.  

 

542 .011 -  Severa bility.  

The provisions of this Ordinance are hereby declared to be severable and should any 

provision, section or part thereof be declared invalid or unconstitutional by any court of 

competent jurisdiction, such decision shall only effect the particular pr ovision, part or 

section thereof and shall not affect or invalidate the remainder of the within ordinance 

provisions which shall continue in full force and effect.  

 

542 .012 -  Penalities.  

A. Except as provided in subsection B hereof, a person who violates any of these ordinance 

provisions is guilty of a misdemeanor punishable upon conviction by a fine of not more 
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than $100 plus the costs of prosecution or by imprisonment of not more than 90 days or 

both.  

B. The operation of a vehicle on a recreational trai lway at a time, in a place, or in a 

manner prohibited by these Regulations is a municipal civil infraction. A civil fine ordered 

for a municipal civil infraction described in this subsection shall not exceed $500. An act or 

omission described in this subse ction is not a municipal civil infraction if that act or 

omission constitutes a violation or crime that is excluded from the definition of municipal 

civil infraction in section 113 of the revised judicature act of 1961, Act No. 236 of the 

Public Acts of 19 61, being section 600.113 of the Michigan Compiled Laws.  

 

542 .013 -  Effective date and repeal.  

This Ordinance shall take effect upon its publication in a local newspaper of general 

circulation in the Township following its adoption. This Ordinance is inte nded and designed 

to assist in the regulation of Kalamazoo County Parks, Grounds and Facilities under the 

jurisdiction of the Kalamazoo County Parks and Recreation Commission and not to 

overrule, supersede or preempt other Township ordinances of a similar or compatible 

nature.  
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Ord. No. 543 - PLANNING COMMISSION Adopted: January 12, 2009 
An ordinance to confirm the establishment of the Township Planning Commission under the 

Michigan Planning Enabling Act, to prescribe its membership and terms of office,  its duties 

and responsibilities and the effective date of said ordinance.  

 

THE CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF KALAMAZOO, KALAMAZOO COUNTY, MICHIGAN ORDAINS:  

 

543 .001 -  Scope, purpose and intent.  

This Ordinance is adopted pursuant to the authority granted the Township Board under the 

Michigan Planning Enabling Act, Public Act 33 of 2008, MCL 125.3801, et seq., and the 

Michigan Zoning Enabling Act, Public Act 110 of 2006, MCL 125.3101, et seq., to e stablish 

a Planning Commission with the powers, duties and limitations provided by those Acts and 

subject to the terms and conditions of this Ordinance and any future amendments to this 

ordinance. [MCL 125.3811 and 125.3883]  

The purpose of this Ordinance is to provide that the Kalamazoo Township Board hereby 

confirm the establishment of the Kalamazoo Township Planning Commission under the 

Michigan Planning Enabling Act, Public Act 33 of 2008, MCL 125.3801, et seq., as 

successor to the Kalamazoo Township Pl anning Commission formerly established under the 

Township Planning Act, Public Act 168 of 1959, MCL 125.321, et seq.; to establish the 

appointments, terms, and membership of the Planning Commission; to identify the officers 

and the minimum number of meetin gs per year of the Planning Commission; and to 

prescribe the authority, powers and duties of the Planning Commission. [MCL 125.3811 

and 125.3883]  

 

543 .002 -  Establishment.  

The Township Board hereby confirms the establishment of the Kalamazoo Township 

Planning Commission under the Michigan Planning Enabling Act, Public Act 33 of 2008, MCL 

125.3801, et seq., as successor to the Kalamazoo Township Planning Commission formerly 

established under the Township Planning Act, Public Act 168 of 1959, MCL 125.321, et seq. 

The Kalamazoo Township Planning Commission shall have 7 members. Members of the 

Kalamazoo Township Planning Commission as of the effective date of this Ordinance shall , 

except for an ex officio member whose term on the Planning Commission shall be limited 

to his or her term on the Township Board, continue to serve for the remainder of their 

existing terms so long as they continue to meet all of the eligibility requireme nts for 

planning commission membership set forth within the Michigan Planning Enabling Act, 

Public Act 33 of 2008, MCL 125.3801, et seq. [MCL 125.3811, 125.3815 and 125.3881]  

 

543 .003 -  Appointments and terms.  

The Township Supervisor, with the approval of  the Township Board by a majority vote of 

the members elected and serving, shall appoint all Planning Commission members, 

including the ex officio member. [MCL 125.3815]  

The Planning Commission members, other than an ex officio member, shall serve for ter ms 

of 3 years each. [MCL 125.3815]  

A Planning Commission member shall hold office until his or her successor is appointed. 

Vacancies shall be filled for the unexpired term in the same manner as the original 

appointment. [MCL 125.3815]  

Planning Commission  members shall be qualified electors of the Township, except that one 

Planning Commission member may be an individual who is not a qualified elector of the 

Township. The membership of the Planning Commission shall be representative of 
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important segments of  the community, such as the economic, governmental, educational, 

and social development of the Township, in accordance with the major interests as they 

exist in the Township, such as agriculture, natural resources, recreation, education, public 

health, gov ernment, transportation, industry, and commerce. The membership shall also 

be representative of the entire geography of the Township. [MCL 125.3815]  

One member of the Township Board shall be appointed to the Planning Commission as an 

ex officio member. [M CL 125.3815]  

An ex officio member has full voting rights. An ex officio member's term on the Planning 

Commission shall expire with his or her term on the Township Board. [MCL 125.3803 and 

125.3815]  

No other elected officer or employee of the Township is eligible to be a member of the 

Planning Commission. [MCL 125.3815]  

The current members and their terms are as follows:  

    Beginning Date   Ending Date  

Robert Vander Klok   January 1, 2009   December 31, 2011  

Louis Meinema   January 1, 2008   December 31, 20 10  

Sarah Milne    January 1, 2008   December 31, 2010  

Charles Rothrock   January 1, 2007   December 31, 2009  

Joanne Vlietstra   January 1, 2009   December 31, 2011  

Robert Talbot    January 1, 2007   December 31, 2009  

Mark Mil ler, ex officio   January 12, 2009   November 20, 2012  

  

Except for the ex officio member, all members shall continue to serve as a member until 

their successor is appointed and qualified to serve. Subsequently, members shall be 

appointed to fill vacancies or upon the termination of their term by the Township 

Supervisor, subject to approval by a majority vote of the members of the Township Board 

elected and serving.  

 

543 .004 -  Removal.  

The Township Board may remove a member of the Planning Commission for misfeasance, 

malfeasance, or nonfeasance  in office upon written charges and after a public hearing. 

[MCL 125.3815]  

 

543 .005 -  Conflict of interest.  

Before casting a vote on a matter on which a Planning Commission member may 

reasonably be considered to have a conflict of interest, the member shall disclose the 

potential conflict of interest to the Planning Commission. Failure of a member to disclose a 

potential conflict of interest as required by this Ordinance constitutes malfeasance in office. 

[MCL 125.3815]  

For the purposes of this section, the Planning Commission shall define conflict of interest in 

its bylaws.  

 

543 .006 -  Compensation.  

The Plannin g Commission members may be compensated for their services as provided by 

Township Board resolution. The Planning Commission may request from the Township 

Board compensation and expenses of its members for travel and registration when 

engaged in the perfor mance of official activities authorized by the Township Board, 
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including, but not limited to, attendance at conferences, workshops, educational and 

training programs, meetings and inspections. [MCL 125.3823]  

 

543 .007 -  Officers and committees.  

The Plannin g Commission shall elect a chairperson, vice chairperson and a secretary from 

its members, and may create and fill other offices as it considers advisable. An ex officio 

member of the Planning Commission is not eligible to serve as chairperson. The term of  

each office shall be 1 year, with opportunity for reelection as specified in the Planning 

Commission Bylaws. [MCL 125.3817]  

The Planning Commission may also appoint advisory committees from its membership or 

who are not members of the Planning Commission . [MCL 125.3817]  

 

543 .008 -  Bylaws, meetings and records.  

The Planning Commission shall adopt bylaws for the transaction of business. [MCL 

125.3819]  

The Planning Commission shall hold at least 4 regular meetings each year, and shall by 

resolution determi ne the time and place of the meetings.  

Unless otherwise provided in the Planning Commission's bylaws, a special meeting of the 

Planning Commission may be called by the chairperson or by 2 other members, upon 

written request to the secretary. Unless the by laws otherwise provide, the secretary shall 

send written notice of a special meeting to Planning Commission members at least 48 

hours before the meeting. [MCL 125.3821] The foregoing notice is not required where the 

special meeting is determined and schedu led at a regular meeting of the Commission, 

except for notice to members absent from the regular meeting.  

The business that the Planning Commission may perform shall be conducted at a public 

meeting held in compliance with the Open Meetings Act, Public Ac t 267 of 1976, MCL 

15.261, et seq. [MCL 125.3821]  

The Planning Commission shall keep a public record of its resolutions, transactions, 

findings, and determinations. A writing prepared, owned, used, in the possession of, or 

retained by the Planning Commiss ion in the performance of its official functions shall be 

made available to the public in compliance with the Freedom of Information Act, Public Act 

442 of 1976, MCL 15.231, et seq. [MCLs 125.3819 and 125.3821]  

 

543 .009 -  Annual report.  

The Planning Commi ssion shall make an annual written report to the Township Board 

concerning its operations and the status of its planning activities, including 

recommendations regarding actions by the Township Board related to planning and 

development. [MCL 125.3819]  

 

543 .010 -  Authority to make master plan.  

Under the authority of the Michigan Planning Enabling Act, Public Act 33 of 2008, MCL 

125.3801, et seq., and other applicable planning statutes, the planning commission shall 

make a master plan as a guide for developme nt within the Township's planning jurisdiction 

[MCLs 125.3807 and 125.3831] and submit its proposed plan to the Township Board for 

adoption. [MCL 125.3843].  

Final authority to approve a master plan or any amendments thereto shall rest with the 

Township Bo ard. The existing master plan for the Township shall be the Township's master 
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plan until amended by Planning Commission recommendation and adoption by the 

Township Board. [MCL 125.3843]  

 

543 .011 -  Zoning powers.  

The Township Board hereby confirms the tran sfer of all powers, duties, and responsibilities 

provided for zoning boards or zoning commissions by the former Township Zoning Act, 

Public Act 184 of 1943, MCL 125.271, et seq.; the Michigan Zoning Enabling Act, Public Act 

110 of 2006, MCL 125.3101, et se q.; or other applicable zoning statutes, to the Kalamazoo 

Township Planning Commission formerly established under the Township Planning Act, 

Public Act 168 of 1959, MCL 125.321, et seq. and in existence under the within ordinance.  

Any existing zoning ordi nance shall remain in full force and effect until otherwise amended 

or repealed by the Township Board.  

 

543 .012 -  Capital improvements program.  

To further the desirable future development of the Township under the master plan, the 

Planning Commission shall annually prepare recommendations to the Township Board of 

public structures and improvements, in general order of their priority, for the follo wing 6 -

year period. The commission shall, at least every five years after adoption of the Township 

Master Plan, review the plan to determine whether it is advisable to commence procedures 

to amend the plan or adopt a new plan. [MCL 125.3845]  

 

543 .013 -  Su bdivision and land division recommendations.  

The Planning Commission may recommend to the Township Board provisions of an 

ordinance or rules governing the subdivision of land. Before recommending such an 

ordinance or rule, the Planning Commission shall hol d a public hearing on the proposed 

ordinance or rule. The Planning Commission shall give notice of the time and place of the 

public hearing not less than 15 days before the hearing by publication in a newspaper of 

general circulation within the Township. [ MCL 125.3871]  

The Planning Commission shall review and make recommendations on any proposed plat 

before action thereon by the Township Board under the Land Division Act, Public Act 288 of 

1967, MCL 560.101, et seq. Before making its recommendation, the Pl anning Commission 

shall hold a public hearing on the proposed plat. A plat submitted to the Planning 

Commission shall contain the name and address of the proprietor or other person to whom 

notice of a hearing shall be sent. Not less than 15 days before the  date of the hearing, 

notice of the date, time and place of the hearing shall be sent to that person at that 

address by mail and shall be published in a newspaper of general circulation in the 

Township. Similar notice shall be mailed to the owners of land immediately adjoining the 

proposed platted land. [MCL 125.3871] The Planning Commission shall have 63 days from 

receipt of the plat to issue its recommendation of approval, approval with conditions or 

disapproval; in default of which it shall be considered  approved.  

 

543 .014 -  Severability.  

The provisions of this Ordinance are hereby declared to be severable, and if any part is 

declared invalid for any reason by a court of competent jurisdiction, it shall not affect the 

remainder of the ordinance, which sh all continue in full force and effect.  

 

543 .015 -  Repeal.  

All parts of ordinances in conflict with this Ordinance are hereby repealed. The resolution 

or ordinance establishing the Kalamazoo Township Planning Commission under the 
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Township Planning Act, Pub lic Act 168 of 1959, MCL 125.321, et seq., is hereby affirmed 

as herein supplemented and amended. The existing "Subdivision/Site Condominium 

Ordinance" of the Township adopted August 22, 2005 is hereby affirmed to continue in 

effect until otherwise amended  or repealed.  

 

543 .016 -  Effective date.  

This Ordinance shall take effect on the date of its publication following its adoption by the 

Township Board. [MCL 42.22]  
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Ord. No. 544 - FACSIMILE FIREARMS Adopted: February 9, 2009 
An ordinance to prohibit th e display of a facsimile firearm in a realistic, threatening 

manner; to provide penalties for the violation of said prohibition; and to provide for an 

effective date of this Ordinance.  

 

THE CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF KALAMAZOO, KALAMAZOO COUNTY, MICHIGAN ORDAINS :  

 

544.001 -  Title.  

This Ordinance shall be known and cited as the Kalamazoo Township Facsimile Firearms 

Ordinance.  

 

544.002 -  Purpose.  

The purpose of this Ordinance is to protect the health, safety and welfare of persons within 

the Township of Kalamazoo of all ages from realistic threatening display of facsimile 

firearms designed to frighten, harass, coerce or annoy another person and to provide 

police and other ordinance enforcing officers with authority to terminate such unlawful 

display.  

 

544.003 -  Definitions.  

The following words utilized in the within ordinance shall have the following meanings:  

Firearm. Any weapon from which a dang erous projectile may be propelled by using 

explosives, gas or air as a means of propulsion, or is spring loaded or mechanically fired.  

Facsimile firearm. Any device that in size, shape, color, construction or design might 

reasonably be perceived to be a f irearm, and can only be differentiated from a firearm 

through close inspection.  

Display. To brandish, point, exhibit, or show in a manner that a reasonable individual 

would perceive to be:  

(1) In a threatening manner or under circumstances manifesting an  express or implied 

threat or coercion; or  

(2) With the intent to frighten, harass or annoy another person; or  

(3) With the intent to commit a crime.  

 

544.004 -  Ordinance violations.  

A. It shall be unlawful and a violation of the within ordinance to displa y a facsimile firearm 

as herein defined within the Township of Kalamazoo.  

B.  It shall be unlawful and a violation of this Ordinance to refuse to immediately surrender, 

relinquish or drop a facsimile firearm or suspected facsimile firearm upon request by a  

police officer or ordinance enforcing officer to allow the inspection or possible confiscation 

of the same.  

 

544.005 -  Penalties.  

Any person who violates any provisions of the within ordinance is guilty of a misdemeanor 

punishable upon conviction by a fi ne of not more than $500, by imprisonment of not more 

than 93 days or by both of the foregoing.  

 

544.006 -  Effective date.  
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This Ordinance shall take effect upon its publication in a local newspaper of general 

circulation in the Township following its adop tion.  
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Ord. No. 547 - OUTDOOR FURNANCES Adopted: June 8, 2009 
An ordinance to amend the Ordinances of the Township, as codified, by adding a new 

Ordinance, Outdoor Furnaces; to protect the public health, safety and general welfare from 

excessive smoke p ollution; soot contamination, other toxic air pollutants and offensive 

odors emanating from outdoor furnaces fueled by wood, corn, and certain other types of 

fuels; to prohibit any new outdoor furnaces except as allowed in the ordinance; to impose 

restrict ions on such furnaces that exist in the Township; to provide penalties or sanctions 

for the violation of the ordinance provisions, to repeal any ordinances or parts of 

ordinances in conflict herewith and to provide for an effective date.  

 

THE CHARTER TOWN SHIP OF KALAMAZOO, KALAMAZOO COUNTY, MICHIGAN ORDAINS:  

 

547 .001 -  Title and purpose.  

This Ordinance shall be known and cited as the "Charter Township of Kalamazoo Outdoor 

Furnace Ordinance" and shall be codified as Ordinance 547 of the Code of Ordinances of 

the Charter Township of Kalamazoo.  

     The purpose of this Ordinance is to protec t the public health, safety and general welfare 

of the residents of the Charter Township of Kalamazoo from excessive smoke, pollution, 

soot contamination and other toxic air pollutants and offensive odors emanating from 

outdoor furnaces and to regulate the  location and use of same.  

 

547 .002 -  Definition.  

Firewood means trunks and branches of trees and bushes.  

Front Plane means the exterior wall of the principal building and/or the dwelling on the 

premises facing the abutting street or streets, either publ ic or private.  

Outdoor furnace means a fuel - fired boiler or furnace, fueled by wood, corn or other types 

of fuel, located outside the structure it is used to heat, with the designated purpose of 

providing indoor heat for water and/or air for a residence o r other structure. The provisions 

of this Ordinance do not apply to boilers or furnaces fueled by natural gas, propane or fuel 

oil, if the boiler or furnace has been inspected and approved by the Township Mechanical 

Inspector.  

Permitted Fuel means only fi rewood, wood pellets, untreated lumber, and untreated 

agricultural products such as corn pellets or seeds.  

Spark Arrester means a device designed to keep sparks from escaping, as at a chimney 

opening.  

Untreated Lumber means any dry wood which has been mi lled and dried but which has not 

been treated or combined with any petroleum product, chemical, preservative, glue, 

adhesive, stain, paint or other substance.  

 

547 .003 -  Restrictions.  

A. Outdoor furnaces are prohibited in the Charter Township of Kalamazoo , except as 

specifically authorized in this Ordinance.  

B. An owner or person in control of an outdoor furnace which exists in the Township as of 

the effective date of this Ordinance may operate the outdoor furnace, and the outdoor 

furnace may remain in pla ce, only if the owner or person in control applies for an outdoor 

furnace permit within 60 days of the effective date of this Ordinance. Upon application, the 

Township's Construction Code Enforcing Agency shall inspect the outdoor furnace, and 

shall issue a permit for the outdoor furnace conditioned upon bringing the outdoor furnace 
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into compliance with the following standards and requirements within one year of the 

effective date of this Ordinance:  

1. No outdoor furnace shall be located on a parcel less t han three (3) acres in area and 

outdoor furnaces are prohibited from being located in any area that is part of a 

condominium subdivision or platted subdivision within the Township.  

2. Every outdoor furnace shall be located at least 300 feet from any dwell ing owned by 

another, in existence on the effective date of this Ordinance.  

3. Every outdoor furnace shall be located at least 50 feet from any property line and 

shall have a chimney (also referred to as a "stack") that extends at least 15 feet above 

the grade plane and at least two (2) feet higher than the height of the highest roof 

peak of any dwelling (owned by one other than the owner of the outdoor furnace in 

existence on the effective date of this Ordinance) located within 500 feet. For purposes 

of t his Ordinance, "grade plane" means the average level of the finished grade at the 

structure within which the outdoor furnace is located, with four (4) or more corner 

points utilized for determining the average.  

4. Chimneys shall be equipped with an approv ed spark arrester on the top.  

5. The outdoor furnace shall comply with the provisions of Local and State Building and 

Fire Codes, the Mechanical Code, the Zoning Ordinance, and all other applicable 

statutes, regulations and ordinances.  

Failure by the owne r of the outdoor furnace or the person who owns or is in control of 

the property upon which it is located to apply for the permit required by this 

Ordinance; or to bring the outdoor furnace into compliance with the requirements of 

the ordinance within the time frame required; or failure or refusal to comply with the 

conditions of any variance granted under this Ordinance shall constitute a violation of 

this Ordinance.  

C. Every owner or person in control of an outdoor furnace to which this Ordinance applies  

and which exists in the Township as of the effective date of this Ordinance shall comply 

with the following requirements and standards immediately:  

1. Outdoor furnaces must meet all specifications provided by the manufacturer. In 

addition, outdoor furnac es must conform to any state construction code provisions that 

apply, and to the Township Fire Code ordinance. All outdoor furnaces must be UL 

(Underwriters Laboratories, Inc.) listed or certified, or approved by another recognized 

product safety certifica tion organization.  

2. Only permitted fuels shall be burned.  

3. Outdoor furnaces shall not be used to burn any fuel other than a fuel listed by the 

manufacturer as a fuel it has been designed to handle.  

4. No outdoor furnace shall be used from April 15 th rough October 15, inclusive, in any 

year.  

5. No more than one outdoor furnace shall be permitted on any parcel.  

6. A clear area of not less than 20 feet shall be maintained around the outdoor furnace. 

This shall include brush, weeds, vegetation, except grass not greater than four (4) 

inches in length, and other combustible materials.  

7. On -site storage of permitted  fuel shall be in accordance with Ordinance No. 350 

[Section 129.000] of the Charter Township of Kalamazoo.  

8. The outdoor furnace shall not be located forward of the "front plane" of the 

residence or principal building upon the premises.  

Failure to compl y with any of these requirements shall constitute a violation of this 

Ordinance.  
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D. An owner or person in control of property on which an outdoor furnace is newly installed 

subsequent to the effective date of this Ordinance may operate the outdoor furnace , and 

the outdoor furnace may remain in place, only if the owner or person in control complies 

with all the provisions of above paragraphs (B) and (C) of this Section III [109.003]. 

Additionally, any outdoor furnace newly installed subsequent to the effect ive date of this 

Ordinance shall be a model identified as a "Phase 2 White Tag Model" on the 

Environmental Protection Agency's "List of Cleaner Hydronic Heaters" (see Reference List 

on website: http://www.epa.gov/owhh/models.htm).  

E. All outdoor furnaces shall be subject to periodic inspection by the Township's 

Construction Code Enforcing Agency and by the Fire Chief or his designee to assure that all 

provisions of this Ordinance have been, and continue to be, satisfied.  

F. The fee for an outdoor furnace permit shall be determined by resolution of the Township 

Board to cover anticipated reasonable costs of inspections and administration of this 

Ordinance.  

G. A request for a variance from the strict application of the minimum parcel size 

requirement, from the setback requirement or from the chimney (stack) height 

requirement of this Ordinance may be made to the Kalamazoo Charter Township Zoning 

Board of Appeals. The request shall be made in writing, submitted to the Township Clerk. 

The application fee for t he variance shall be established by Resolution of the Township 

Board.  

The Zoning Board of Appeals shall deny the variance, approve the variance or approve the 

variance with conditions necessary to carry out the intent of this Ordinance. In considering 

a v ariance request, the Zoning Board of Appeals shall consider the following:  

1. Actions the applicant has taken or proposes to take to eliminate the negative 

impacts from the use of the outdoor furnace upon the neighborhood, including, but not 

limited to, c hanges in the position, design, amount of use, type of fuel or other aspects 

of the use of the outdoor furnace;  

2. Conditions (including, but not limited to, limits on the use of the outdoor furnace) 

that would reduce negative impacts from the grant of th e variance;  

3. Whether particular features of topography unique to the parcel on which the outdoor 

furnace is located make it impractical or impossible to comply with the chimney (stack) 

height requirements of the ordinance.  

4. Whether particular feature s of an installed outdoor furnace make it impossible or 

impractical to comply with the chimney (stack) height requirements of the ordinance. 

Manufacturer's instructions and/or installation recommendations can be considered by 

the Zoning Board of Appeals wh en making a determination as to whether to grant a 

variance to the chimney (stack) height requirement of the Ordinance.  

5. Whether a variance can be granted in a form (with or without conditions) that will 

accomplish the purpose of this Ordinance. The dec ision of the Zoning Board of Appeals 

on a variance request shall be in writing, and shall include reasons for the decision.  

H. Nuisance provisions and temporary suspension of permit.  

1. An outdoor furnace use and permit shall be suspended by the order of the 

Township's Construction Code Enforcing Agency or the Township Fire Marshal in order 

to protect the public health, safety and welfare of the residents of Kalamazoo Township 

if any of the following conditions occurs:  

a. Emissions from the outdoor furnac e exhibit black or dark grey smoke for any 

continuous six -minute period;  

b. Malodorous air contaminants from the outdoor furnace are detectable outside the 

property of the person on whose land the outdoor furnace is located;  
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c. The emissions from the outd oor furnace cause damage to vegetation or property;  

d. The emissions from the outdoor furnace are or may be harmful to human or 

animal health.  

2. A suspended use and permit may be reinstated by the Township's Construction Code 

Enforcing Agency or Township Fire Marshal once the condition which resulted in 

suspension is remedied and reasonable assurances are given that such condition will 

not recur.  

3. Recurrence of a condition which has previously resulted in suspension of a permit 

shall be considered a vio lation of this Ordinance subject to the penalties provided 

herein.  

(Ord. No. 566, § IV, 9 -10 -12)  

 

547 .004 -  Severability.  

The provisions of this Ordinance are hereby declared to be severable and if any clause, 

sentence, word, section, or provision is declared void or unenforceable for any reason, by 

any court of competent jurisdiction, it shall not affect any portion of the o rdinance other 

than said part or portion thereof.  

 

547 .005 -  Sanctions.  

Any person, firm, association, partnership, corporation or entity that violates any of the 

provisions of this Ordinance shall be deemed responsible for a municipal civil infraction as  

defined by Michigan Statutes which shall be punishable by a civil fine determined in 

accordance with the following schedule:  

 

     Minimum Fine   Maximum Fine  

1st Offense within 3 -year period*   $75.00  $500.00  

2nd Offense within 3 -year period*   $150.00  $500.00  

3rd Offense within 3 -year period*   $325.00  $500.00  

4th or More Offense  within 3 -year period *   $500.00  $500.00  

* Determined on the basis of the date of commission of the offense(s).  

  

Additionally, the violator shall pay costs, which may include all expenses, direct and 

indirect, to which Kalamazoo Charter Township has been put in connection with the 

municipal civil infraction. In no case, however, shall costs of less than $9.00 be ordered. In 

addition, the Township shall have the right to proceed  in any court of competent 

jurisdiction for the purpose of obtaining an injunction, restraining order, or other 

appropriate remedy to compel compliance with this Ordinance and said Code. Each day 

that violation of this Ordinance or Code continues to exist shall constitute a separate 

violation of this Ordinance.  

 

547 .006 -  Effective date and repeal of any ordinances.  

This Ordinance shall take effect 30 days after the publication following its adoption. All 

ordinances or parts of ordinances in conflict herew ith are hereby repealed.  
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Ord. No. 551 - RENTAL PROPERTIES MAINTENANCE ORDINANCE Adopted: May 24, 2010 
An Ordinance to regulate the condition of rental housing units; to provide for the 

registration of rental dwellings; to provide civil sanctions and rem edies for violation of this 

Ordinance; and to repeal any ordinance or parts of ordinances in conflict herewith.  

 

THE CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF KALAMAZOO, KALAMAZOO COUNTY, MICHIGAN, ORDAINS:  

 

551.001 -  Title.  

This Ordinance shall hereafter be referred to and cited as the "Kalamazoo Charter 

Township Rental Properties Maintenance Ordinance."  

 

551.002 -  Purpose.  

The purpose of the within Ordinance is to protect the health, safety and general welfare of 

the reside nts and property owners within the Township by requiring the registration of all 

rental dwellings and requiring certain minimum standards to be maintained with respect to 

the condition of rental dwellings within the Township which, because of absentee 

owne rship, may tend to become in disrepair, unsightly, unsafe, or unsanitary.  

 

551.003 -  Definitions.  

For purposes of this Ordinance, the terms set forth below shall have the following 

meanings:  

1. The terms and definitions of "dwelling", "dwelling unit", "one - family dwelling", "two -

family dwelling", "multiple dwelling" and "family" as set forth in the Kalamazoo Charter 

Township Zoning Ordinance are incorporated herein by reference. Additionally, the term 

"dwelling" shall for purposes of this Ordinance be deemed to include a mobile home 

regardless of whether it meets all of the standards set forth in the definition of "dwelling" 

in the Kalamazoo Charter Township Zoning Ordinance.  

2. "Construction Code Enforcing Agency" shall mean the person/agency designated by the 

Charter Township of Kalamazoo to administer/enforce the Michigan Construction Code 

within the Township.  

3. "Person" shall mean an individual, corporation, partnership, limited liability  company or 

other legal entity.  

4. "Rental Dwelling" shall mean a dwelling containing one or more rental housing units. An 

apartment complex consisting of one or more buildings under common ownership and on 

the same parcel of land shall be considered one r ental dwelling for purposes of this 

Ordinance.  

5. "Rental housing unit" shall mean a dwelling unit in which one or more occupants thereof 

are not the owner(s) of the premises on which the unit is situated and consideration is paid 

in exchange for the righ t to reside therein (i.e., a dwelling unit which is not solely occupied 

by the owner of the premises and his/her family).  

(Ord. No. 566, § III, 9 -10 -12)  

 

551.004 -  Regulations.  

It shall hereafter be unlawful for any owner of a rental dwelling, regardless  of the nature of 

the ownership thereof, to lease or rent the same during any period that it fails to meet the 

following minimum standards:  
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A. The minimum requirements of the Michigan Construction Code to the extent the Code is 

applicable thereto or, in t he case of a mobile home, the mobile home construction 

standards that are applicable to the mobile home under the National Manufactured Housing 

Construction and Safety Standards Act of 1974, 42 USC 5401 to 5426, or standards or 

codes to which the mobile ho me was constructed if it was constructed before application of 

the National Manufactured Housing Construction and Safety Standards Act of 1974.  

B. Does not constitute a dilapidated, unsafe or dangerous building under the provisions of 

the Kalamazoo Townsh ip Dangerous Buildings Ordinance.  

C. Its roof, walls, windows and doors are substantially leak and weather proof so as to 

prevent drafts and interior abnormal moisture.  

D. It is furnished with an operable and safe furnace or heating system adequate to 

ma intain the premises at a temperature of not less than 68 degrees Fahrenheit during sub -

zero weather conditions.  

E. It is supplied with plumbing and sanitary sewage systems in proper working condition 

and without consequent pollution or contamination. All electrical systems and wiring must 

be in proper working order and adequate for the electricity service expected therefrom.  

F. An adequate sanitary supply of water is available within the rental dwelling free of any 

contamination or pollution.  

G. An adequa te supply of hot, potable water shall be available within the interior of the 

rental dwelling for the convenient and safe use of all the occupants thereof.  

H. The entire premises shall be free of any hazardous or unsafe condition caused by any 

structural failure, deterioration or disrepair, unguarded openings or unhealthful or 

unsanitary activities or circumstances which would be injurious to the occupants thereof or 

to any other persons in or property in and about the premises.  

 

551.005 -  Registration.  

A. No dwelling shall be leased or occupied in whole or in part for rental purposes unless it 

is first registered with the Township as provided in this Ordinance. Any rental dwellings 

that were duly registered and in good standing under the prior Kalamazoo T ownship Rental 

Properties Maintenance Ordinance (Ordinance No. 218, as amended) as of the effective 

date of this Ordinance shall not be required to obtain registration under this Ordinance 

until October 1 of the year of the expiration of their registration  under the aforementioned 

prior ordinance, although such rental dwellings shall be subject to the continuing obligation 

to comply with the regulations set forth in Section IV [105.004] of this Ordinance.  

B. Occupancy of any dwelling by anyone other than t he owner of record and his/her family 

shall be presumed to require registration under this Ordinance.  

1. This presumption may be rebutted by evidence that the occupant has ownership 

equity of 25% or more of the fee or life estate evidenced by:  

(a) A reco rded deed; or  

(b) A recorded land contract; or  

(c) An unrecorded land contract with supporting evidence that it was not entered 

into in order to circumvent the requirements of this Ordinance, including subsequent 

recordation.  

2. Occupants of any dwelling claiming any form of ownership, in accordance with a land 

contract, option to purchase or any other legal instrument shall provide proof that the 

transfer of ownership is supported by substantial equity interest in the property  by the 

person or persons claiming ownership.  

C. Applications for Rental Registration shall be submitted to the Township Treasurer or 

his/her designee along with an Application Fee established by resolution of the Township 
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Board. The Rental Registration a pplication shall be made on forms provided by the 

Township. The forms shall be signed by the owner or the owner's legal agent, if any, and 

include the following:  

1. Name, driver's license or state identification number (or, in the case of a 

corporation, t he corporate ID number), permanent home address, and business and 

home telephone number of:  

(a) The owner;  

(b) The legal agent designated by the owner, if any; and  

(c) The resident agent, individual partner, or managing member of any business 

entity.  

2. T he street address(es) of the rental dwelling.  

3. The Zoning District classification within which the rental dwelling is located.  

4. The number and location of off - street parking spaces available for the rental 

dwelling.  

5. The number of rental housing unit s and the number of habitable sleeping rooms 

contained on each floor within each rental housing unit.  

6. A declaration of the maximum number of tenants the owner will allow to occupy the 

rental dwelling and whether subletting by any tenant(s) is permitted .  

7. An agreement by the owner to permit the inspections provided for under this 

Ordinance.  

8. Any other relevant information required by resolution of the Township Board.  

D. A Rental Registration application shall not be accepted by the Township Treasure r or 

his/her designee unless it is signed in ink and accompanied by the application fee. The 

Township Treasurer or his/her designee shall within fifteen (15) days of receipt notify the 

applicant of any deficiencies of the application which prevent its acce ptance.  

E. Rental Registration does not constitute approval of the rental dwelling or any specific 

uses and such rental dwelling and uses remain subject to the requirements of all Township 

ordinances.  

F. All Rental Registrations shall expire on October 1 , 2010, and every two years thereafter. 

A Rental Registration Renewal Application shall be submitted to the Township Treasurer or 

his/her designee prior to expiration and shall be submitted and acted upon using the same 

process as set forth in subparagraph s C. and D. above. The Township Treasurer or his/her 

designee shall send an application for renewal to the owner or legal agent, if any, at least 

thirty days prior to expiration. In the event of a transfer of ownership, the Registration 

shall expire and th e new owner shall immediately submit to the Township Treasurer or 

his/her designee an application for Rental Registration.  

G. The owner or legal agent, if any, shall notify the Township Treasurer or his/her designee 

of any change of the mailing address an d telephone number of the owner within ten (10) 

working days of the date of the change.  

E. The owner shall notify the Township Treasurer or his/her designee of any change in the 

owner's designated legal agent, including the name, mailing address and telep hone 

number within ten (10) working days of the date of the change.  

(Ord. No. 566, § III, 9 -10 -12)  

 

551.006 -  Regulations, tenants.  

It shall hereafter be unlawful for any tenant of any rental dwelling, regardless of the terms 

and conditions of any lease and rental agreement to the contrary, to engage in any 

unusual, abnormal, hazardous, malicious or neglectful activity within or upon the premises 



Page 195 of 269 

let which would cause the same to be unrentable under the provisions of 551.004 , hereof 

or a general nuisance in the neighborhood within which the same is located under Michigan 

law.  

 

551.007 -  Inspections.  

An inspection of a rental dwelling or a rental housing unit therein shall be conducted by the 

Construction Code Enforcing Agency in response to a landlord request or a tenant 

request/complaint. An inspection of the rental dwelling may also be conducted by the 

Construction Code Enforcing Agency if the Construction Code Enforcing Agency has a 

reasonable suspicion that the rental dwelling or any portion thereof is in violation of this 

Ordinance.  

(Ord. No. 566, § III, 9 -10 -12)  

 

551.008 -  Appeal to the constru ction board of appeals.  

Any property owner or tenant aggrieved by a decision or order of the Construction Code 

Enforcing Agency made under this Ordinance, shall have the right to appeal such action to 

the Township Construction Board of Appeals. Such appeal  shall be filed in writing at the 

Township Hall within ten (10) days of the action being appealed. Any such appeal shall 

temporarily stay the effect of a notice of violation until said appeal has been determined by 

the Construction Board of Appeals. The Co nstruction Board of Appeals shall have the right 

to affirm, reverse or modify the decision or order being appealed.  

(Ord. No. 566, § III, 9 -10 -12)  

 

551.009 -  Sanctions.  

Any person who violates any of the provisions or requirements of this Ordinance or wh o 

falsifies or violates any of the representations set forth in the Rental Registration 

Application submitted to the Township Treasurer or his/her designee to secure the 

registration and certification of the described rental property within the Township sh all be 

deemed to be responsible for a municipal civil infraction as defined by Michigan statute, 

which shall be punishable as set forth herein.  

     Any person, firm, association, partnership, corporation or entity that violates any of the 

provisions of t his Ordinance shall be deemed responsible for a municipal civil infraction as 

defined by Michigan statute which shall be punishable by a civil fine determined in 

accordance with the following schedule:  

 

     Minimum Fine   Maximum Fine  

1st Offense within 3 -year period*   $75.00  $500.00  

2nd Offense within 3 -year period*   $150.00  $500.00  

3rd Offense within 3 -year period*   $325.00  $500.00  

4th or More Offense  within 3 -year period *   $500.00  $500.00  

* Determined on the basis of the date of commission of the offense(s).  

 

Additionally, the violator shall pay costs, which may include all expenses, direct and 

indirect, to which Kalamazoo Charter Township has been put in connection with the 

municipal civil infraction. In no case, however, shall costs of less than $9.00 be ordered. In 

addition, the Township shall have the right to proceed in any court of competent 

jurisdiction for the purpose of obtaining an injunction, restraining order, or other 
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appropriate remedy to compel compliance with this Ordinance. Each day  that violation of 

this Ordinance continues to exist shall constitute a separate violation of this Ordinance.  

(Ord. No. 566, § III, 9 -10 -12)  

 

551.010 -  Validity.  

The provisions of this Ordinance are hereby declared to be severable and if any clause, 

sent ence, word, section or provision is hereafter declared void or unenforceable for any 

reason by any Court of competent jurisdiction, it shall not affect the remainder of such 

ordinance which shall continue in full force and effect.  

 

551.011 -  Repeal of con flicting ordinances.  

All ordinances or parts of ordinances in conflict herewith, including but not limited to, the 

prior Kalamazoo Township Rental Properties Maintenance Ordinance (Ordinance No. 218, 

as amended) are hereby repealed except as otherwise prov ided herein.  

 

551.012 -  Effective date.  

This Ordinance shall take effect immediately following publication after adoption.  
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Ord. No. 552 - PUBLIC WATER SERVICE Adopted: April 26, 2010 
An Ordinance to regulate and control the construction, installation, extension, service 

connection, and operation of public water mains and public water service within the 

Charter Township of Kalamazoo; to prescribe procedures for securing such public wate r 

service and the rates and charges for the same and to provide sanctions for the violation of 

such ordinance regulations.  

 

THE CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF KALAMAZOO, KALAMAZOO COUNTY, MICHIGAN, ORDAINS:  

 

552.001 -  Title.  

This Ordinance shall be entitled the "Kal amazoo Charter Township Public Water Service 

Ordinance".  

 

552.002 -  Extension of public water main system.  

A. Payment for Water Main Extensions. Where no public water main or line is available for 

the connection(s) requested by an applicant for connection  to the public water main 

system, the applicant shall be required to pay a cash deposit sufficient to satisfy all costs 

of the extension of the existing water main system. Costs of each project shall be 

determined by the Township Board. In the alternative,  the applicant (with the approval of 

the Township Board) may pay the costs of the extension project, together with interest 

and administrative costs, by installment over a limited number of years through the 

creation of a special assessment district.  

B. A pplication. Any person, firm or corporation desiring a public water main extension shall 

file an application therefor with the Township Clerk, containing the name and address of 

the applicant; a description of the land or premises to be serviced; the natur e of the use(s) 

anticipated for the water; the distance, if known, that the property is located from any 

existing public water main; the anticipated number of connections from the property 

contemplated in the foreseeable future; and whether the applicant w ishes to pay cash for 

the necessary water main extension or wishes to pay for the extension in installment 

payments through the creation of a special assessment district.  

C. Special Assessment District. In the event an applicant desires to proceed by inst allment 

payments and sufficient similar interest is disclosed on the application or petition by those 

property owners abutting the proposed water main extension, special assessment 

proceedings may be instituted by the Township Board under Michigan Public A ct 188 of 

1954, as amended, (MCL 41.721 et seq.), to accomplish the requested project and, if 

successful, the necessary system will be installed by the Township following the completion 

of such proceedings and the obtaining of the necessary funds therefor.   

D. Cash Payment for Extension.  

1. Contract. In the event an applicant desires to deposit with the Township the total 

cost of the necessary project to furnish the requested water main service, as 

determined by the Township Board, the applicant may do so under a contract with the 

Township, whereby the Township, together with the City of Kalamazoo, will supervise 

and/or construct the installation of the water main in accordance with the design 

standards of the said City and Township.  

2. Reimbursement. Any such contract may provide for reimbursement to the applicant 

of a portion of the project costs from water main connection fees collected by the 

Township from those connecting directly to the water main extension who did not 

contribute to the initial cost t hereof and are not the successors in title to any such 

contributor. Any such reimbursement shall be limited to a period of not to exceed 
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fifteen years following the completion of the project requested and any connections 

made thereafter shall not require a ny refund to the applicant. The amount of the water 

main connection fee shall be in the discretion of the Township Board.  

3. Refund Limit. The amount of refund, if any, to an applicant per water main 

connection fee collected by the Township shall be speci fied in the contract with the 

applicant and shall be based upon a portion of the total project cost, computed on the 

cost per lineal feet of main installed; provided, however, that the total refund shall 

never be greater than the total cost of the project charged to the applicant.  

4. Contract Provisions. Any contract with an applicant shall contain, in addition to the 

foregoing, the following:  

(a) A description of the district within which extensions or connections may be 

made to the system, entitling the  applicant to a refund of a portion of its initial 

project cost.  

(b) A map disclosing the design of the system and the location of the mains, valves, 

fittings and all other accessories thereto which are to be installed.  

(c) A description of the area, if any, within which no water main connection fees are 

to be charged by the Township.  

(d) The amount and condition of any performance bond which shall be required in 

the event the installation is to be made by anyone other than the Township or the 

City of Kal amazoo, which shall be 150% of the total cost of the installation and shall 

be conditioned upon the completion of the installation in a proper and workmanlike 

manner in accordance with the plans and specifications of the Township and City 

and the furnishin g of satisfactory evidence of the fact the project is free of present 

and future liens of contractors, sub -contractors and materialmen.  

(e) The amount and condition of any public liability insurance which shall be 

required to insure the Township, the City , and the County of Kalamazoo in the 

event the installation is to be made by anyone other than the Township or the City 

of Kalamazoo, which shall be not less than $1,000,000.  

(f) The amount, if any, to be paid the Township for administrative, legal and 

engineering costs or for the value of the availability of the water service to which 

the property of the applicant is to be connected.  

 

552.003 -  Connections to the public water main; private water service 

connections.  

A. Public Water Main Connection.  

1. O wners or occupants desiring to connect any premises to a public water main for 

public water services shall apply for the same on a form approved by the Township 

Board and pay a water main connection fee, the amount of such water main connection 

fee to be d etermined by the Township Board from time to time. The term "water main 

connection fee" as used in this Ordinance pertains to a charge for the privilege of 

connecting to the water main and the cost of providing such utility in the right -of -way 

and does not  pertain to the construction cost of such private water service connection. 

The water main connection fee as set forth herein shall be due and payable in cash 

upon application for connection to the public water system; provided, however, that 

pursuant to r esolution of the Township Board, said fee may be payable in installments 

plus accrued interest to be paid annually on the unpaid balance. The terms of payment, 

amount of initial down payment, rate of interest and other characteristics of installment 

paymen t plans shall be determined from time to time by resolution of the Township 

Board. All installment agreements shall be in writing. The Township Board may, based 

upon cost of funds and financing arrangements/commitments, determine that allowing 
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installment payments for a given period of time may negatively impact the ability of 

the Township to meet its short - term obligations, and therefore, the Township Board 

may deny the use of installment plans for a given period of time.  

2. The amount of the water main c onnection fee shall be in the discretion of the 

Township Board but shall approximate the amount a property owner would have paid 

had his or her property been included in a water special assessment district created for 

the purpose of financing the project. Such charges may be changed from time to time 

by resolution of the Township Board to reflect changes in construction costs and to 

maintain a fairly uniform charge between different current projects and special 

assessment districts.  

3. No connection to the  water main shall be allowed until the water main connection 

fee has been paid to the Township in such an amount as is determined by the Township 

Board (or until an installment agreement for the payment of such fee has been entered 

into) and the water main  connection has been fully inspected and approved by the 

Township and/or the City of Kalamazoo in compliance with the ordinances administered 

by the City and Township.  

B. Private Water Service Connection.  

1. Owners or occupants desiring a private water s ervice connection shall apply for the 

same on a form approved by the Township Board and pay a private water service 

connection fee, the amount of such private water service connection fee to be 

determined by the Township Board from time to time. The term " private water service 

connection fee" as used in this Ordinance pertains to a charge for extending the water 

service connection to the property line of the owner(s) or occupant(s) in accordance 

with City of Kalamazoo and Township standards.  

2. Water servi ce connection in the right -of -way shall be installed under the direction 

and control of the Township or its designated representative at the request of the 

property owner or his or her duly -authorized representative. The Township reserves the 

right to inst all any private water service connection or to sub -contract the same to any 

approved private licensed contractor selected by resolution of the Township Board. Any 

applicable inspection service fee shall be paid by the applicant.  

3. No private water connec tion shall be allowed until the private water service 

connection fee has been paid to the Township. The Township shall establish unit 

charges for the various classes for such private water service connection from time to 

time. These charges shall be predic ated upon the Township's cost experience for the 

various classes of construction and projected changes in the cost of labor and materials 

and shall be a weighed cost average for each class of private water connection.  

4. All private water service connecti ons to the required water meter shall be not less 

than 1¼ inches in size and shall be installed by the City of Kalamazoo, the Township or 

a licensed contractor selected by resolution of the Township Board upon payment of a 

private water service connection fee established by resolution of the Township Board.  

 

552.004 -  General regulations .  

A. No Free Service. No free public water service shall be allowed, and all those properties 

connected to a public water system shall be subject to the payment of such wat er fees, 

rates and charges as shall be determined by the Township Board.  

B. Termination of Service. The Township shall have the right to terminate any water 

service to any premises within the Township when any delinquency exists with respect to 

any water payments due under this Ordinance or otherwise, or where any premises does 

not comply with the plumbing code administered by the Township and the City of 

Kalamazoo and with any and all restrictions and limitations on the use of the particular 
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water service  imposed by the Township Board, the contract between the Township and the 

City of Kalamazoo, the contract between the Township and any applicant, or otherwise.  

C. Service Deposit. The Township or its authorized agent shall have the right to require an 

ini tial deposit from any owner or tenant who applies for water service, as security for the 

payment of the rates and charges for such service, and to apply the same against such 

rates and charges if and when it deems it advisable. Such deposit or portion ther eof not 

applied as aforesaid shall be refunded to the depositor upon the voluntary termination of 

service by the depositor and its subsequent application for such refund, provided no 

delinquency then exists.  

D. Lien Rights. The charges for water service w hich become due and payable pursuant to 

this Ordinance, or otherwise, are hereby recognized to constitute a lien on the premises 

receiving such service. Whenever any such charge against any property shall be delinquent 

for six months, the Township Treasure r may certify to the tax assessing officer of the 

Township the fact of such delinquency, where upon such charge shall be entered upon the 

next tax roll as a charge against such premises and shall be collected and the lien thereof 

enforced in the same manne r as general Township taxes against such premises are 

collected and the lien thereof enforced. Nothing in this Section, however, shall be deemed 

to prevent the Township from suing in a court of law to collect the amounts due for water 

services or to pursue  any other remedy which the Township may have. In addition to the 

other remedies provided for in this Section, the Township shall have the right to shut off 

and discontinue the supply of water to any premises for the non -payment of service 

charges when due .  

E. Turn -on. No person other than an authorized employee of the Township or the 

Township's designated representative or the City of Kalamazoo shall turn on or off any 

water service to any public or private premises at the curb box connection of said prem ises 

to the water main.  

F. Water Meters. All premises connected to a public water system shall be equipped with a 

public water meter such that all water entering the premises shall pass through such meter 

and be measured as to volume consumed for periodic  computation of water charges.  

1. Meters shall be located in an accessible space provided by the property owner at the 

point where the service connection enters the structure and shall not be in a crawl 

space or a locked storage room. Where it is impracti cal to place the meter elsewhere, 

the owner shall provide a meter pit on private property adjacent to the public right -of -

way.  

2. Meter sizes shall be prescribed by the Township and City of Kalamazoo. Meter sizes 

shall be changed when it appears that a me ter of the wrong size is in use, except that 

changes shall not be made for seasonal variations.  

G. Surplus Funds. Any surplus funds collected from water service or from capital 

improvements or extensions thereto shall be deposited into a water improvement  revolving 

fund of the Township for use in further extending, improving, repairing, relocating and/or 

financing the public water system of the Township.  

H. Cross -connections. No cross -connections between any private water system and the 

Township water system shall be allowed and no plumbing shall, at any time, be connected 

to the public system, which is in any manner connected or part of any private system .  

I. Right -of -Way Connections. For all water main extensions hereafter commenced, one (2 

for a two - family residence) private water service connection not less than 1¼ inch in size 

shall be installed under the abutting right -of -way to each single - family or  two - family 

residential lot or building site fronting on the nearside and opposite side of such right -of -

way and terminating in the right -of -way, not more than seven feet from the property line.  
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J. Use of Fire Hydrants. No fire hydrant shall be used for a ny purpose other than fire 

protection without the prior approval of the Township and City of Kalamazoo.  

K. Plans and Permits. No public water construction shall be commenced until all plans and 

specifications therefor have been submitted to and approved b y the Township and the City 

of Kalamazoo and all required state, county and municipal permits have been obtained.  

L. Service of More Than One Premises by Same Meter. Not more than one residence or 

commercial/industrial facility shall be served by one mete r, provided that the regular water 

main is laid past any such premises or is easily accessible to such premises. When a main 

is installed on the street past any premises previously served by a meter also measuring 

water to another premises, the connection previously installed shall be removed and the 

premises connected to the main in the regular way.  

M. Bypassing Meter Prohibited; Exception. It shall be unlawful for any person to open any 

valve or make any connection which will make possible the use of wat er which has not 

passed through a meter properly installed and recorded on the records of the Township, 

except that, in special cases where it is impractical to meter the water and where the 

amount used can be accurately estimated and where proper arrangem ents are made for 

the payment of water so used, the Township and City of Kalamazoo may grant temporary 

permission in writing for such use of water without a meter.  

N. Unlawful Tapping, Removing, Installing, Etc., of Mains, Pipes, Meters, Etc. It shall be 

unlawful for any person, except employees of the City of Kalamazoo or the Township's 

designated agent acting in their official capacity, to tap, change, remove, disconnect, 

repair, install, break a seal, turn on or in any way molest any water mains, branch  pipes, 

services, meters, valves, fittings or other appurtenances of the water distribution system.  

O. Preliminary Deposit. All applications for public water service other than by petition for a 

special assessment district, requiring preliminary engineeri ng analysis, review and plans, 

shall be accompanied by a cash deposit with the Township in such amount as shall be 

determined by the Township Board to be sufficient to cover the foregoing engineering work 

necessary to develop preliminary cost estimates for  the proposed project.  

P. Printed Regulations. The Township Board may adopt and prepare for distribution to 

interested parties, separate rules and regulations governing the details of application, 

service connections, extensions, financing of improvements , and rates and charges for 

public water service and shall have the authority to modify, enlarge and amend the same 

from time to time to meet changing conditions and circumstances and to promote the 

health, safety, and general welfare of the Township.  

Q. Utility Board. The Township Board shall act as a water utility board for the Township 

until such time as it wishes to delegate such duties and position to a separate appointed 

board or commission, with authority in either to decide all questions which migh t arise in 

the interpretation, enforcement and application of the within Ordinance and to grant 

variances from the requirements thereof where, in its opinion, the health, safety and 

general welfare of the Township would not be thereby impaired and the spir it and purposes 

of the within Ordinance would continue to be served.  

 

552.005 -  Sanctions.  

Any violation of the provisions of this Ordinance shall constitute a municipal civil infraction 

as defined by Michigan statute and shall be punishable by a civil fi ne of not more than 

$500.00 along with costs which may include all expenses, direct and indirect, to which the 

Township has been put in connection with the municipal civil infraction. In no case, 

however, shall costs of less than $9.00 nor more than $500.0 0 be ordered. A violator of 

this Ordinance shall also be subject to such additional sanctions and judicial orders as are 

authorized under Michigan law. Each day that a violation of this Ordinance continues to 
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exist shall constitute a separate violation of this Ordinance. The foregoing sanctions shall 

be in addition to the right of termination of public water service to a violator and the right 

to obtain injunctive relief in a court of law.  

 

552.006 -  Repeal.  

All ordinances or parts of ordinances in conflic t herewith are hereby repealed.  

 

552.007 -  Effective date.  

This Ordinance shall take effect immediately upon publication after adoption.  
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Ord. No. 557 - UNIFORM FIRE CODE Adopted: March 14, 2011 
An ordinance to adopt by reference the NATIONAL FIRE PROTE CTION ASSOCIATION 

("NFPA 1") UNIFORM FIRE CODE, 2009 EDITION, and ANNEXES and INDEX; to prescribe 

regulations for the safeguarding to a reasonable degree of life and property from the 

hazards of fire and explosion; to amend certain provisions of the said N FPA 1/UNIFORM 

FIRE CODE 2009 relating to regulations for the safeguarding of life and property; 

application; conflicts between different codes; open fires; existing apartments buildings 

and means of egress inspections; and to repeal existing Ordinances or parts of Ordinances 

in conflict herewith.  

THE CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF KALAMAZOO, KALAMAZOO COUNTY, MICHIGAN, ORDAINS:  

 

557 .001 -  Title.  

This Ordinance shall be known and cited as the "Kalamazoo Charter Township UNIFORM 

FIRE CODE Ordinance".  

 

557 .002 -  Purpose.  

This Ordinance is adopted pursuant to the authority vested in Townships by Section 1 of 

1945 PA 246, as amended (MCLA 41.181), and Section 5 of 1951 PA 33, as amended 

(MCLA 41.805), the purpose of which Ordinance is to adopt a Uniform Fire Code with 

annexe s, index, and amendments thereto; to prescribe regulations for the safeguarding to 

a reasonable degree of life and property from the hazards of fire and explosion arising 

from the storage, handling and use of hazardous substances, materials and devices, an d 

from conditions hazardous to life or property in the use or occupancy of buildings or 

premises.  

 

557 .003 -  Adoption of "NFPA 1/UNIFORM FIRE CODE, 2009 EDITION".  

A certain document or booklet, which is marked and entitled as "NFPA 1/UNIFORM FIRE 

CODE, 20 09 EDITION" and the annexes and index thereto, said Code being published by 

the National Fire Protection Association, official copies of which are on file in the office of 

the Township Clerk and which may be examined by the general public during regular 

bu siness hours or by appointment, is hereby adopted by reference as if fully set forth 

herein. Each and all of the regulations, provisions, penalties, conditions and terms thereof, 

except as they may hereafter be modified, shall be deemed adopted and made a part 

hereof by this reference as if fully set forth in this Ordinance.  

 

557 .004 -  Conflicts.  

Section 1.3.3 of the said NFPA 1/UNIFORM FIRE CODE, 2009 EDITION, regarding 

"Conflicts" is hereby amended to add Section 1.3.3.3 as follows:  

1.3.3.3. Where a con flict between this document and the Michigan Construction Code 

occurs, the specific requirements of the Michigan Construction Code shall apply.  

 

557 .005 -  Board of Appeals.  

Section 1.10.1.1 of the said NFPA 1/UNIFORM FIRE CODE, 2009 EDITION, is hereby 

ame nded to read as follows:  

1.10.1.1. A Board of Appeals shall be established consisting of members and alternate 

members who shall be appointed by the Charter Township of Kalamazoo Board of Trustees 

by reason of education, experience, and knowledge and are deemed to be competent to sit 

in judgment on matters concerning this Code and its enforcement.  
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557 .006 -  Open fires.  

Section 10.11 of the said NFPA 1/UNIFORM FIRE CODE, 2009 EDITION, is hereby amended 

by the deletion of subsections 10.11.1 through 10.11. 9 thereunder and by the addition of 

the following language:  

10.11 Open fires, incinerators and commercial fireplaces shall be regulated by separate 

Township Ordinance.  

 

557 .007 -  Fire protection systems.  

A new section designated 13.1.13 is hereby added t o the NFPA 1/UNIFORM FIRE CODE, 

2009 EDITION to read, in its entirety, as follows:  

13.1.13 Signage on Fire Department Connections. Fire Department Connections (FC) shall 

be signed/marked so as to be easily identified at the time of an emergency. Signage s hall 

be white on red reflective signage and letters shall be at least 6 inches in height and 

approved by the AHJ.  

 

557 .008 -  Existing apartment buildings.  

Section 13.7.2.12.1 of the said NFPA 1/Uniform Fire Code, 2009 Edition, is hereby 

amended to read as  follows:  

13.7.2.12.1 Apartment buildings with more than two stories or with more than 15 

dwellings units, other than those meeting 13.7.2.12.2 of NFPA 101, shall be provided with 

a fire alarm system in accordance with Section 13.7 and NFPA 101, except as  modified by 

31.3.4.2 through 31.3.4.6 of NFPA 101. (101:31.3.4.1.1)  

 

557 .009 -  Water supplies and fire hydrants.  

A new section designated 18.3.4.2 is hereby added to NPFA 1/Uniform Fire Code, 2009 

Edition, to read, in its entirety, as follows:  

18.3.4.2 Fire Hydrant and Stand Pipe Signage. All fire hydrants shall be identified by 

signage as utilized by the local water provider or approved by the AHJ. Stand Pipes shall 

be identified as such by signage approved by the AHJ.  

 

557 .010 -  Means of egress inspection.  

Section 20.1.4. of the said NFPA 1/Uniform Fire Code, 2009 Edition, is hereby amended to 

add Section 20.1.4.8, as follows:  

20.1.4.8. Means of Egress Inspection. The building owner or agent of all Public Assembly 

Occupancies shall inspect the m eans of egress to ensure it is maintained free of 

obstructions, and correct any deficiencies found, prior to each opening of the building to 

the public and prepare and maintain records of the date and time of each inspection on 

approved forms, listing any deficiencies found and actions taken to correct them.  

 

557 .011 -  Violations.  

Any person, firm, association, partnership, corporation, or governmental entity who 

violates any of the provisions of this Ordinance or the Uniform Fire Code adopted 

hereunder sh all be deemed to be responsible for a municipal civil infraction as defined by 

Michigan Statute which shall be punishable by civil fine determined in accordance with the 

following schedule:  
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Minimum Fine   Maximum Fine  

1st Offense within 3 -year period*   $7 5.00  $500.00  

2nd Offense within 3 -year period*   $150.00  $500.00  

3rd Offense within 3 -year period*   $325.00  $500.00  

4th or More Offense  within 3 -year period *   $500.00  $500.00  

* Determined on the basis of the date of commission of the offense(s).  

 

Addi tionally, the violator shall pay costs which may include all expenses, direct and 

indirect, to which the Charter Township of Kalamazoo has incurred in connection with the 

municipal civil infraction. In no case, however, shall costs of less than $9.00 nor m ore than 

$500.00 be ordered. In addition, the Charter Township of Kalamazoo shall have the right 

to proceed in any court of competent jurisdiction for the purpose of obtaining an 

injunction, restraining order, or other appropriate remedy to compel complian ce with this 

Ordinance. Each day that a violation of this Ordinance exists shall constitute a separate 

violation of this Ordinance.  

 

557 .012 -  Effective date, severability and repeal of conflicting ordinances.  

The within Ordinance shall take effect immedi ately upon its publication following adoption 

by the Township Board. The provisions of this Ordinance are hereby declared to be 

severable. If any clause, sentence, paragraph, section or subsection is declared void or 

inoperable for any reason, it shall not  affect any other part or portion thereof. All 

Ordinances or parts of Ordinances in conflict herewith are hereby repealed.  
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Ord. No. 559 - MEDICAL MARIHUANA PREMISES LICENSING Adopted: June 13, 2011 
An Ordinance to regulate and license certain aspects of medical marihuana cultivation, 

storage, distribution and use and to provide sanctions for violation of this Ordinance.  

THE CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF KALAMAZOO, KALAMAZOO COUNTY, MICHIGAN, ORDAINS:  

 

559 .001  -  Title.  

This Ordinance shall be known and cited as the Charter Township of Kalamazoo Medical 

Marihuana Premises Licensing Ordinance.  

 

559 .002 -  Intent.  

It is the intent of this Ordinance to give effect to the intent of the Michigan Medical 

Marihuana Act, P.A. 2008 Initiated Law, MCL 333.26421 et seq. (hereinafter "Act") as 

approved by the electors and not to determine and establish an altered policy with regard 

to marihuana. This Ordinance is designed to recognize the fundamental intent of the Act to 

allow the creation and maintenance of a private and confidential patient -caregiver 

relationship to facilitate the statutory authorization for the limited cult ivation, storage, 

distribution and use of marihuana for medical purposes; and to regulate this fundamental 

intent in a manner that does not conflict with the Act so as to address issues that would 

otherwise expose the Township and its residents to signific ant adverse conditions. Nothing 

in this Ordinance shall be construed as allowing persons to engage in conduct that 

endangers others or causes a public nuisance, or to allow the use, cultivation, growth, 

possession or control of marihuana not in strict acco rdance with the express authorizations 

of the Act and this Ordinance; and nothing in this Ordinance shall be construed to 

undermine or provide immunity from federal law as it may be enforced by the federal or 

state government relative to the cultivation, s torage, distribution or use of marihuana.  

     A fuller statement of the intent of this Ordinance and findings of fact supporting the 

same are set forth in the Resolution by which this Ordinance was adopted, a copy of which 

resolution is on file with the Township Clerk.  

 

559 .003 -  Definitions.  

The following definitions shall apply for purposes of this Ordinance:  

A. "Dispensary" means any operation where marihuana is distributed to a qualifying 

patient by someone other than his or her designated primary c aregiver.  

B. "Marihuana" means all parts of the plant Cannabis sativa L. growing or not; the seeds 

thereof; the resin extracted from any part of the plant; and every compound, 

manufacture, salt, derivative, mixture, or preparation of the plant or its seed s or resin. It 

does not include the mature stalks of the plant, fiber produced from the stalks, oil or cake 

made from the seeds of the plant, any other compound, manufacture, salt, derivative, 

mixture, or preparation of the mature stalks, except the resin extracted therefrom, fiber, 

oil or cake, or the sterilized seed of the plant which is incapable of germination.  

C. "Michigan Medical Marihuana Act" or "Act" means the Michigan Initiated Law 1 of 2008, 

MCL 333.26421, et seq.  

D. "Primary caregiver" means a person as defined under MCL 333.26423(g) of the Act, 

who is at least 21 years old, who has agreed to assist with a patient's medical use of 

marihuana, who has never been convicted of a felony involving illegal drugs and who has 

been issued and possesses a Registry Identification Card under the Act.  
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E. "Qualifying patient" means a person as defined under MCL 333.26423(h) of the Act, who 

has been diagnosed by a physician as having a debilitating medical condition and who has 

been issued and possesses a Regis try Identification Card under the Act.  

F. "Registry Identification Card" means the document defined as such under MCL 

333.26423(i) of the Act and which is issued by the State of Michigan to identify a person 

as a registered qualifying patient or registere d primary caregiver.  

G. "Collective ingestion facility" means a facility that allows multiple qualifying patients to 

consume or ingest medical marihuana upon the premises. This term does not encompass 

(1) a primary caregiver facility at which medical mari huana is consumed or ingested on the 

premises solely by the designated qualifying patient(s) of the primary caregiver operating 

within the facility or (2) the consumption or ingestion of medical marihuana by a qualifying 

patient at his/her residence or at a hospital or hospice at which the qualifying patient is 

receiving care.  

 

559 .004 -  Regulations.  

A. License requirement.  

1. [Cultivation, storage and/or distribution.] The cultivation, storage, and/or 

distribution of marihuana by a primary caregiver cond ucted in accordance with the Act 

shall be permitted as provided herein. Except as set forth in 559.006 , no such 

cultivation, storage and/or distribution shall be lawful in this Township unless and until 

the location of the premises in which such primary ca regiver activity is conducted has 

been licensed under this Ordinance.  

2. Application for license. The requirement of this Ordinance is to license a location and 

not to license persons. A confidential application for a license under this Ordinance, on 

a fo rm approved by the Township Board, shall be submitted to the Township officer or 

employee designated by the Township Board as the Medical Marihuana Officer of the 

Township. An application shall:  

a. Not require the name, home address or date of birth of a qualifying patient or 

primary caregiver.  

b. Include the address of the premises (lot, parcel or site condominium unit) 

requested to be licensed.  

c. Describe the enclosed, locked facility in which any and all cultivation of 

marihuana is proposed to occur or  where marihuana will be stored, with such 

description including the location of the facility in the building.  

d. For safety and other code inspection purposes, it shall describe and provide 

detailed specifications of all lights and other equipment propos ed to be used to 

facilitate the cultivation and harvesting of marihuana plants.  

e. Contain such other information as the Township Board determines is needed to 

ascertain satisfaction of the standards for the granting of a license hereunder.  

3. License fe e. No application for a license hereunder shall be approved without 

payment of an application fee to help defer a portion of the cost of administering and 

enforcing this Ordinance. The application fee shall be set by resolution of the Township 

Board and ma y be adjusted from time to time thereafter as the Township Board deems 

appropriate.  

4. Term of license. Licenses issued hereunder prior to December 31, 2012, shall expire 

as of that date. Licenses (and license renewals) issued thereafter shall expire on 

December 31 of the year they are issued.  

5. Confidentiality. It is the intent of this  Ordinance that the information acquired 

through the licensing procedure prescribed herein shall be accessible to Township 



Page 208 of 269 

ordinance and law enforcement officials and their support personnel in the performance 

of their duties and shall otherwise remain con fidential and not subject to public 

disclosure.  

B. Requirements and standards for approval of license and for the activity permitted.  

1. There shall be no more than one primary caregiver operating upon the lot, parcel or 

site condominium unit being licen sed.  

2. The lot, parcel or site condominium unit being licensed shall not be located:  

a. Within 1,000 feet of a public or private elementary or secondary school or a 

public or private college, junior college, or university. This separation requirement 

shal l not be deemed to apply to sites where instructional activity is limited to 

continuing education programs for professionals.  

b. Within 300 feet of a public park (not including park recreational trail ways).  

c. Within 500 feet of another lot, parcel or si te condominium unit licensed 

hereunder.  

Measurements for purposes of this subsection shall be made from parcel/lot/site 

condominium unit boundary to parcel/lot/site condominium unit boundary.  

3. Subject to the exceptions set forth in Section VI [31.006], the cultivation of 

marihuana within a multiple dwelling as defined in the Kalamazoo Charter Township 

Zoning Ordinance is prohibited.  

4. If a residential room with windows is utilized as a marihuana growing location, any 

lighting methods that exceed usual residential use between the hours of 10:00 p.m. 

and 6:00 a.m. shall employ shielding methods to prevent ambient light spillage that 

causes or creates a distraction or nuisance to any adjacent residential properties.  

5. All necessary building, electrical, plumbing and mechanical permits shall be obtained 

for any portion of a premises in which electrical wiring, lighting and/or watering devices 

are located, installed or modified that support the cultivation or harvesting of 

marihuana. Prior to a license issu ed hereunder taking effect and the commencement of 

primary caregiver activities, the premises shall be inspected for compliance with the 

Michigan Construction Code and the Kalamazoo Charter Township Uniform Fire Code 

Ordinance as they may from time to time  be amended and/or updated.  

6. There shall be no sign identifying the premises as a site at which marihuana is 

cultivated, harvested or distributed.  

7. The primary caregiver activities conducted on the licensed premises shall be in 

compliance with the Act  and the administrative rules promulgated pursuant to the Act.  

8. Nothing in this Ordinance shall be deemed to allow dispensaries or collective 

ingestion facilities, which are hereby strictly prohibited.  

 

559.005 -  Disclaimer of immunity.  

Nothing in this  Ordinance shall be construed as allowing the use, cultivation, distribution or 

possession of marihuana not in strict compliance with the express provisions of the Act and 

this Ordinance. Further, nothing in this Ordinance shall be construed to undermine o r 

provide immunity from federal law as it may be enforced by the federal or state 

government relative to the use, cultivation, distribution or possession of marihuana or to 

prevent prosecution thereunder.  

 

559.006 -  Exceptions.  

This Ordinance shall not be  deemed to prohibit or restrict or require the licensing of the 

following:  
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A. The cultivation, storage and/or use of marihuana by a qualifying patient solely for 

his/her personal use at his/her residence or at a hospital or hospice at which he/she is 

rece iving care and in accordance with the provisions of the Act and the administrative rules 

adopted thereunder.  

B. The cultivation, storage and/or distribution of marihuana in accordance with the Act by 

a primary caregiver solely to provide services to not m ore than one qualifying patient who 

is a member of the primary caregiver's household and whose residence is shared with the 

primary caregiver.  

C. The provision of assistance to a qualifying patient by his/her designated primary 

caregiver relating to medic al marihuana use, including distribution or other assistance, in 

accordance with the Act and the administrative rules adopted thereunder, at the residence 

of the qualifying patient or at a hospital or hospice at which the qualifying patient is 

receiving ca re.  

D. The cultivation, storage and/or distribution of marihuana by not more than one primary 

caregiver in accordance with the Act and the administrative rules adopted thereunder 

within a building previously registered with the Kalamazoo Charter Township Police 

Department pursuant to Kalamazoo Charter Township Ordinance No. 555 [former Part 31]. 

This exception shall only be in effect for six months from the effective date of this 

ordinance, by which time such use of the building shall cease unless the use satisfies all of 

the requirements of this Ordinance. Additionally, those previously registered primary 

caregivers that are licensed within the six month period set forth above shall be exempt 

from the separation limitation under Section IV.B.2.c [31.004B.2 .c.] of the Ordinance.  

 

559.007 -  Sanctions.  

Any person, firm, association, partnership, corporation or entity that violates any of the 

provisions of this Ordinance or that falsifies or violates any of the representations set forth 

in the license application submitted pursuant to this Ordinance shall  be deemed to be 

responsible for a municipal civil infraction as defined by Michigan statute, which shall be 

punishable by a civil fine determined in accordance with the following schedule:  

  

      Minimum Fine   Maximum Fine  

1st Offense within 3 -year peri od*   $75.00  $500.00  

2nd Offense within 3 -year period*   $150.00  $500.00  

3rd Offense within 3 -year period*   $325.00  $500.00  

4th or More Offense  within 3 -year period *  $500.00  $500.00  

* Determined on the basis of the date of commission of the offense(s).  

 

Additionally, the violator shall pay costs, which may include all expenses, direct and 

indirect, to which Kalamazoo Charter Township has been put in connection with the 

municipal civil infraction. In no case, however, shall costs of less than $9.00 be ordered. In 

addition, the Township shall have the right to proceed in any court of competent 

jurisdiction for the purpose of obtaining an injunction, restraining order, or other 

appropriate remedy to compel compliance with this Ordinance. Each day  that violation of 

this Ordinance continues to exist shall constitute a separate violation of this Ordinance.  

 

559 .008 -  Severability.  

The provisions of this Ordinance are hereby declared to be severable and if any clause, 

sentence, word, section or provi sion is declared void or unenforceable for any reason, by 
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any court of competent jurisdiction, it shall not affect any portion of the Ordinance other 

than said part or portion thereof.  

 

559 .009 -  Repeal.  

All ordinances or parts of ordinances in conflict h erewith are hereby repealed. The 

moratorium and prohibition imposed under Kalamazoo Charter Township Ordinance No. 

555 shall expire and cease to have any legal effect upon this Ordinance taking effect.  

 

559 .010 -  Effective date.  

This Ordinance shall take effect immediately following publication after adoption.  
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Ord. No. 564 - STATE CONSTRUCTION CODE Adopted: September 10, 2012 
An Ordinance to assume responsibility for administration and enforcement of the Stille -

Derossett -Hale Single State Construction  Code Act (1972 PA 230), as amended 

("Construction Code Act") and the State Construction Code promulgated thereunder, within 

the political boundaries of the Township; to provide for the designation of an enforcing 

agency to discharge the responsibilities o f the Township hereunder; to provide for the 

establishment of fees for the administration and enforcement of the Construction Code Act 

and State Construction Code; to provide for civil sanctions and civil remedies for violation 

of this Ordinance or the Con struction Code Act or the State Construction Code; and to 

repeal all existing Township ordinances in conflict herewith.  

 

CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF KALAMAZOO, KALAMAZOO COUNTY, MICHIGAN ORDAINS:  

 

564 .001 -  Title.  

This Ordinance shall be known and may be cited as the "Charter Township of Kalamazoo 

State Construction Code Ordinance".  

 

564 .002 -  Assumption of administration and enforcement responsibility.  

The Charter Township of Kalamazoo hereby assumes responsibilit y pursuant to the 

Construction Code Act for the administration and enforcement throughout the Township of 

said Act and the State Construction Code adopted thereunder as the same is currently in 

effect and as it may from time to time hereafter be amended.  

 

564 .003 -  Designation of enforcing agency.  

In accordance with the Urban Cooperation Act (1967 P.A. Ex. Ses 7), Section 8b of the 

Construction Code Act, and other pertinent Michigan statutes, the Township has entered 

into an agreement with other government al subdivisions for the joint administration and 

enforcement of the Construction Code Act, the State Construction Code and this Ordinance 

through a separate legal entity which is a public body corporate and is known as the 

Kalamazoo Area Building Authority  ("KABA"). Consistent with that agreement, the 

Township hereby designates the person(s) appointed and employed by KABA as Building 

Official(s) as the enforcing agency to discharge the responsibility of the Township for the 

administration and enforcement of  the Construction Code Act, the State Construction 

Code, and this Ordinance.  

 

564 .004 -  Fees.  

The Board of Directors of KABA is hereby given the authority to establish by resolution at 

any public meeting a schedule of fees, rates and charges for the admin istration and 

enforcement of the Construction Code Act, the State Construction Code and this 

Ordinance, and for the conducting of various activities authorized by said Act/Code and 

this Ordinance; provided that the same shall be reasonable and bear a reaso nable 

relationship to the cost and expense of such administration, enforcement and activity. The 

Board of Directors of KABA shall further have the right to amend by resolution the 

aforementioned schedule from time to time within the foregoing limits of rea sonableness.  

 

564 .005 -  Construction Board of Appeals.  
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A. General. There is hereby established a Construction Board of Appeals (also referred to 

as a "Building Board of Appeals") of seven (7) members appointed by the Board of 

Directors of KABA as follows:   

(1)  One person who is experienced as a major general contractor.  

(2)  One person who is experienced in residential construction.   

(3)  One person who is a registered professional engineer or architect.  

(4)  One person who is experienced in electrical contra cting work.  

(5)  One person who is experienced in mechanical contracting work.  

(6)  Two other persons deemed by the Board of Directors of KABA to be qualified by 

training or experience to perform the duties of the Construction Board of Appeals.  

B.  Tenure of  Board. The term of office of the members of the Construction Board of 

Appeals shall be two (2) years and until a qualified successor is appointed.  

C. Duties of the Construction Board of Appeals. The Construction Board of Appeals shall 

have the following powers and duties:  

(1)  To provide for reasonable interpretation of the provisions of the State Construction 

Code.  

(2)  To hear and decide appeals from and review any order, requirement, decision or 

determination made by the enforcing agency pursuant to the  Construction Code Act, 

the State Construction Code and/or this Ordinance.  

(3)  To do acts, make decisions, and make such determinations as are authorized or 

directed by the Construction Code Act, the State Construction Code and/or this 

Ordinance.  

(4)  To grant a specific variance to a substantive requirement of the State Construction 

Code if the literal application of the substantive requirement would result in 

exceptional, practical difficulty to the applicant, and if both of the following 

requirements  are satisfied:  

(a)  The performance of the particular item or part of the building or structure with 

respect to which the variance is granted shall be adequate for its intended use and 

shall not substantially deviate from performance required by the State  Construction 

Code provisions for that particular item or part for the health, safety and welfare of 

the people of the State.  

(b)  The specific condition justifying the variance shall be neither so general or 

recurrent in nature as to make an amendment of the applicable State Construction 

Code provision with respect to the condition reasonably practical or desirable.  

D.  Meetings, rules of procedure, quorum. The Construction Board of Appeals shall meet at 

such times as said Board may determine. It may adopt  bylaws and rules of procedure 

covering any matters upon which it may act. The presence of four members shall be 

necessary to constitute a quorum. The majority of the members present shall be necessary 

to decide any question.  

 

564 .006 -  Code appendix enfo rced.  

Pursuant to the provisions of the State Construction Code, in accordance with Section 

8b(6) of Act No. 230 of the Public Acts of Michigan of 1972, as amended, Appendix G of 

the Michigan Building Code shall be enforced by the enforcing agency within t he Charter 

Township of Kalamazoo.  

 

564 .007 -  Designation of regulated floodprone hazard areas.  
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The Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) Flood Insurance Study (FIS) entitled 

"Kalamazoo County, Michigan (All Jurisdictions)" and dated February 17, 2010  and the 

Flood Insurance Rate Map(s) (FIRMS) panel numbers of 26077C0170D, 26077C0175D, 

26077C0179D, 20677C0180D, 20677C0185D, 20677C0186D, 20677C0187D, 

20677C0191D, 20677C0192D and 20677C0195D and dated February 17, 2010, are 

adopted by reference for the purposes of administration of the Michigan Construction 

Code, and declared to be a part of Section 1612.3 of the Michigan Building Code, and to 

provide the content of the "Flood Hazards" section of Table R301.2(1) of the Michigan 

Residential Code.  

 

564 .00 8 -  Violation of ordinance; sanctions.  

Any violation of this Ordinance, 1972 PA 230, as amended, or the aforementioned code 

being administered or enforced hereunder or any part of the same shall be deemed to be a 

municipal civil infraction as defined by Mi chigan statute which shall be punishable by a civil 

fine determined in accordance with the following schedule:  

 

Minimum Fine   Maximum Fine  

1st Offense within 3 -year period*   $75.00  $500.00  

2nd Offense within 3 -year period*   $150.00  $500.00  

3rd Offense within 3 -year period*   $325.00  $500.00  

4th or More Offense  within 3 -year period *   $500.00  $500.00  

* Determined on the basis of the date of commission of the offense(s).  

 

Additionally, the violator shall pay costs which may include all expens es, direct and 

indirect, to which the Township has been put in connection with the municipal civil 

infraction. In no case, however, shall costs of less than $9.00 nor more than $500.00 be 

ordered. In addition, the Township shall have the right to proceed i n any court of 

competent jurisdiction for the purpose of obtaining an injunction, restraining order, or 

other appropriate remedy to compel compliance with this Ordinance, the Construction 

Code Act and/or the State Construction Code. Each day that a violati on exists shall 

constitute a separate offense, except as may be otherwise specified by Section 23 of the 

Construction Code Act.  

 

564 .009 -  Severability.  

Should any part of this Ordinance or the aforementioned Code being administered and 

enforced hereunder be declared unconstitutional, illegal or of no force and effect by a court 

of competent jurisdiction, such portion thereof shall not be deemed to affect the validity of 

any other part or portion thereof.  

 

564 .010 -  Repeal of conflicting ordinance/savings clause.  

All ordinances or parts of ordinances in conflict herewith, including any construction codes 

or construction code ordinances previously adopted b y the Township, are hereby repealed 

and shall be of no further force or effect upon the effective date of this Ordinance; 

provided, however, that construction permits validly issued before the effective date of this 

Ordinance shall not be invalidated by th is Ordinance and the construction may be 

completed in compliance with any such permits, or renewals thereof, and in compliance 

with any previous construction code under which the permits were issued. Further, any 

pending proceedings, including prosecutions  for violations, or rights and liabilities acquired 
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or incurred under any previous ordinance or construction code being repealed hereby, shall 

not be affected by this Ordinance and may be continued pursuant to said previous 

ordinances and codes.  

 

564 .011 -  Effective date.  

This Ordinance shall take effect on October 1, 2012.  
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Ord. No. 567 PENSION PLAN Adopted: NOVEMBER 13, 2012 
An Ordinance to authorize the Township Board to create and establish a pension  plan 

program for certain Township officers and emp loyees pursuant to Public Act 77 of  1989 

(MCLA 41.110b) as amended; to ratify and confirm the validity of any pension plan  in 

existence on the effective date of this Ordinance; to provide the Township Board with  

authority to modify or terminate any pension  plan; and to repeal all ordinances or parts  of 

ordinances in conflict herewith.  

 

CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF KALAMAZOO, KALAMAZOO COUNTY, MICHIGAN ORDAINS:  

 

567.001 -  TITLE  

This Ordinance may be known and cited as the Kalamazoo Township Pension  Plan 

Ordinance.  

 

5 67.002 -  AUTHORITY  

Pursuant to Public Act 77 of 1989 (MCLA 41.110b) as amended, the Charter  Township of 

Kalamazoo hereby creates and establishes a pension plan program for the  pensioning of 

certain Township officers and employees.  

 

567.003 -  PENSION PLANS  

The Township Board shall, by resolution, determine the precise terms of all  pension plans 

to be offered to certain Township officers and employees, including but  not limited to:  

A. The definition and classes of officers (elected or appointed) and  employees  eligible to 

participate in the plan.  

B. The age, length of service and any other requirements for eligibility and  enrollment 

under the plan.  

C. Any formula, percentage share, amounts or limitation on the amounts of  compensation 

upon which the Township sha ll contribute and which eligible  officers and employees may 

elect to contribute under the plan.  

D. When applicable, the normal retirement age under the plan.  

E. Any early or late retirement ages or dates as the Township Board may  desire under the 

plan.  

F. When applicable, the contractual obligations of the Township for the  payment of benefits 

to participating employees under the plan including,  but not limited to, time and methods 

of payment of benefits under the plan  and the purchase of annuity contract(s)  on the lives 

of participants and/or  beneficiaries of participants.  

G. The administrator and all other fiduciaries of the plan.  

H. The appropriate Township personnel who shall be responsible for daily  administration, 

accounting, reporting and/or supervisory functions for the  plan on the Townshipôs behalf. 

 

567.004 -  RATIFICATION  

The Township hereby ratifies and confirms the validity of all Township pension  plans in 

existence on the adoption of this Ordinance.  

 

567.005 -  AUTHORITY TO MODIFY OR TERM INATE PROGRAMS  

The Township Board shall have authority, by resolution, to amend, modify or  even 

terminate any pension plan at any future time as may be needed or desired to  conform 

with applicable federal and state statutes, regulations and common law, or  otherwise as 

the Township Board may determine in its sole discretion, subject to state  and federal law.  

 

567.006 -  SEVERABILITY  
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The provisions of this ordinance are hereby declared to be severable, and if any  part is 

declared invalid for any reason by a co urt of competent jurisdiction, it shall not  affect the 

remainder of the ordinance, which shall continue in full force and effect.  

 

567.007 -  REPEAL  

All ordinances or parts of ordinances in conflict herewith are hereby repealed and  shall be 

of no further fo rce and effect, including the Kalamazoo Township Pension Plan  Ordinance 

No. 209, as amended (codified as Sections 3.000 ï 3.008).  

 

567.008 -  EFFECTIVE DATE  

This Ordinance shall become effective upon its publication.   
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Ord. No. 570 ς FIREWORKS  Adopted: MAY 13, 2013 
An Ordinance to protect the health, safety and general welfare of the citizens of the  

Charter Township of Kalamazoo through the regulation of use of consumer fireworks as  

provided in the Michigan Fireworks Safety Act, Public Act 256 of 2011; and t o provide for 

civil  sanctions and civil remedies for violation of this Ordinance.  

 

THE CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF KALAMAZOO, KALAMAZOO COUNTY, MICHIGAN  ORDAINS:  

 

570.001 -  Title  

This Ordinance shall be known and may be cited as the ñCharter Township of Kalamazoo 

Fireworks Ordinanceò. 

 

570.002 -  Definitions  

For purposes of this Ordinance, the following definitions shall apply:  

A. Act: The Michigan Fireworks Safety Act, Public Act 256 of 2011, as it may from  time to 

time be amended.  

B. APA: American Pyrotechnics Ass ociation.  

C. Consumer fireworks: Fireworks devices that are designed to produce visible  effects by 

combustion, that are required to comply with the construction, chemical  composition and 

labeling regulations promulgated by the United States Consumer  Produc t Safety 

Commission under 16 CFR Parts 1500 and 1507, and that are  listed in APA Standard 87 -1, 

3.1.2, 3.1.3, or 3.5. ñConsumer fireworksò does not include low - impact fireworks.  

D. Low - impact fireworks: Ground and hand held sparkling devices, as that phrase is  

defined under APA Standard 87 -1, 3.1, 3.1.1.1 to 3.1.1.8 and 3.5.  

E. National holiday: New Yearôs Day (January 1); Martin Luther King, Jr. Day (third Monday 

in January); Washingtonôs Birthday (third Monday in February); Memorial Day (last 

Monday in May); Independence Day (July 4); Labor Day  (first Monday in September); 

Columbus Day (second Monday in October);  Veteranôs Day (November 11); Thanksgiving 

Day (fourth Thursday in  November); and Christmas Day (December 25).  

 

570.003 -  Consumer  Fireworks  Prohibition  

A. A person shall not ignite, discharge, or use consumer fireworks except during  permitted 

hours on the day preceding, the day of, or the day after a national holiday.  

B. No person shall ignite, discharge or use consumer fireworks between the h ours of  1 

a.m. and 8 a.m. of the day preceding, the day of, or the day after a national holiday.  

(Ord. No. 572, 7/22/2013)  

 

570.004 -  Continuing Effect of Other Ordinances  

All other Charter Township of Kalamazoo ordinances not adopted pursuant to the Act  shall 

continue in effect and may be enforced at any time of the year including, but not limited 

to,  the day before, during or the day after a national holiday.  

 

570.005 -  Severability  

Should any part of this Ordinance be declared unconstitutional, illegal o r of no force and  

effect by a court of competent jurisdiction, such portion thereof shall not be deemed to 

affect the  validity of any other part or portion of this Ordinance.  

 

570.006 -  Sanctions  

Any person, firm, association, partnership, corporation, or governmental entity who  

violates any of the provisions of this Ordinance shall be deemed to be responsible for a  

municipal civil infraction as defined by Michigan Statute which shall be punishable by civil 

fine  determined in accordance with the following s chedule:  
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Minimum Fine  Maximum  Fine  

1st Offense within 3 -year period*    $75.00  $500.00  

2nd Offense within 3 -year period*    $150.00  $500.00  

3rd Offense within 3 -year period*    $325.00  $500.00  

4th or More Offense within 3 -year period *   $ 500.00  $500.00  

* Determined on the basis of the date of commission of the offense(s).  

 

Additionally, the violator shall pay costs which may include all expenses, direct and  

indirect, to which the Charter Township of Kalamazoo has incurred in connection with the  

m unicipal civil infraction. In no case, however, shall costs of less than $9.00 nor more than  

$500.00 be ordered. In addition, the Charter Township of Kalamazoo shall have the right 

to  proceed in any court of competent jurisdiction for the purpose of obtain ing an 

injunction,  restraining order, or other appropriate remedy to compel compliance with this 

Ordinance. Each  day that a violation of this Ordinance exists shall constitute a separate 

violation of this  Ordinance.  

 

570.007 -  Effective Date  

This Ordinance  shall take effect immediately upon publication following adoption.  
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Ord. No. 573 NON-DISCRIMINATION  Adopted: JULY 22, 2013 
An ordinance to protect the health, safety and general welfare of the citizens of the Charter  

Township of Kalamazoo through the prohibition of discrimination; and to provide for civil  

sanctions and civil remedies for violation of this ordinance.  

 

THE CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF KALAMAZOO, KALAMAZOO COUNTY, MICHIGAN  ORDAINS:  

 

573.001 -  Title  

This ordinance shall be known and may be cited as  the ñCharter Township of Kalamazoo 

Non -Discrimination Ordinanceò. 

 

573.002 -  Definitions  

For purposes of this ordinance, the following definitions shall apply:  

A. Age. Chronological age.  

B. Discriminate. To make a decision, offer to make a decision or refrain from making a  

decision based in whole or in part on the actual or perceived race, color, sex, age,  religion, 

national origin, height, weight, marital status, familial status, citizenship,  physical or 

mental disability, gender identity, sexual orien tation, or genetic information,  of another 

person.  

C.  1. Discrimination based on sex includes sexual harassment, which means unwelcome  

sexual advances, requests for sexual favors, and other verbal or physical conduct or  

communication of a sexual nature wh en:  

(a) Submission to such conduct or communication is made a term or condition 

either  explicitly or implicitly to obtain employment, public accommodations, or 

housing.  

(b) Submission to rejection of such conduct or communication by an individual is 

used a s a factor in decisions affecting such individualôs employment, public 

accommodations or  housing.  

(c) Such conduct or communication has the purpose or effect of substantially 

interfering  with  an individualôs employment, public accommodations or housing, or 

creating an  intimidating, hostile, or offensive employment, public accommodations, 

or housing  environment.  

2. Discrimination based on actual or perceived physical or mental limitation includes  

discrimination because of the use by an individual of adaptive  devices or aids.  

D. Educational institution. A public or private institution or a separate school or department  

thereof, including an academy, college, elementary or secondary school, extension  course, 

kindergarten, nursery, local school system, or univer sity, or a business, nursing,  

professional, secretarial, technical, or vocational school. For the purposes of this  definition, 

educational institution includes an agent of an educational institution.  

E. Employee. An individual who is hired for a wage, salary, fee, payment or other  

remuneration to perform work for an employer.  

F. Employer. Any person employing one (1) or more persons.  

G. Employment Agency. A person who undertakes to procure employees for an employer 

or  procures opportunities for individu als to be employed by an employer.  

H. Familial Status . The status of being in a family.  

I . Family. This term shall mean a ñtraditional familyò or ñfunctional familyò as defined 

below:  

1. Traditional family ï an individual or group of two or more persons re lated by blood,  

marriage or adoption, together with foster children, who are domiciled together as a  

single domestic housekeeping unit in a dwelling.  

2. Functional family ï a collective number of individuals domiciled together in one  

dwelling whose relatio nship is of a permanent and distinct domestic character, with a  
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demonstrable and recognizable bond characteristic of a cohesive unit, and who are in 

fact  cooking and living as a single non -profit housekeeping unit.  

A ñfunctional familyò shall not include any of the following:  

(a) Any group of individuals whose domestic relationship is transitory, temporary,  

or resort/seasonal in nature or character.  

(b) Any group of individuals whose association is essentially for convenience or  

economics or for the limited  duration of their education, training or a similar  

determinate period of time.  

J. Gender identity. An individual's appearance, expression, identity or behavior as being  

either male or female, whether or not that appearance, expression, identity or behavio r is  

different from that which is traditionally associated with the individual's designated  gender 

at birth.  

K. Genetic Information: information about an individualôs genetic tests and the genetic 

tests  

of an individualôs family members, as well as information about the manifestation of a  

disease or disorder in an individualôs family members. 

L. Housing Facility. Any dwelling unit or facility used or intended or designed to be used as  

the home, domicile or residence of one or more persons including, but not  limited to, a  

house, apartment, rooming house, housing cooperative, hotel, motel, tourist home,  

retirement home or nursing home.  

M. Labor Organization. An organization of any kind or structure in which employees  

participate or are members and which exists  for the purposes, in whole or part, of dealing  

with employers concerning the terms and conditions of employment of its participants or  

members, whether or not such organization is subordinate to or affiliated with a national  or 

international labor organization.  

N. Marital Status. The state of being married, never married, divorced, or widowed.  

O. Perceived. Refers to the perception of the person who acts, and not to the perception of  

the person for or against whom the action is taken.  

P. Person. An individual, agent, association, corporation, labor organization, legal  

representative, partnership, receiver, trust or any other legal or commercial entity.  

Q. Physical or Mental Disability. A determinable physical or mental characteristic resulting  

from d isease, injury, congenital condition of birth, or functional disorder and is unrelated  to 

oneôs ability to safely perform the work involved in jobs or positions available to such 

person for hire or promotion; or unrelated to oneôs ability to acquire, rent and maintain  

property; or unrelated to oneôs ability to utilize and benefit from the goods, services, 

activities, privileges and accommodations of a place of public accommodation. ñPhysical or 

Mental Disabilityò does not include any condition caused by the current illegal use of a  

controlled substance or the use of alcohol liquor by an individual.  

R. Place of Public Accommodation. An educational, governmental, health, entertainment,  

cultural, recreational, refreshment, transportation, or financial instituti on, business or  

facility of any kind, whose goods, services, facilities, privileges, advantages or  

accommodations are extended, offered, sold, or otherwise made available to the public.  

S. Private club. An establishment that is not open to the public. A pr ivate club is one whose  

members' association with each other and the club is sufficiently intimate, small and  

exclusive that it is not open to the public.  

T. Religious organization. A religious corporation, association, educational institution or  

society w hose purpose or character is directed toward the propagation of a particular  

religion, the inculcation of religious values or the provision of charity; primarily employs  

persons who share its religious tenets; and primarily serves persons who share its  rel igious 

tenets or, on a charitable basis, the broader community. Religious organization  includes, 

for illustration and not limitation: churches, mosques, synagogues and other  houses of 

worship; any subsidiary organizations; educational institutions affiliat ed with,  controlled, or 

managed by those houses of worship or with articles of incorporation,  bylaws and other 
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documents stating an intention to inculcate its religious tenets in  students; and faith -based 

organizations that provide charitable services to the public.  

U. Sexual Orientation. Male or female homosexuality, heterosexuality or bisexuality,  

whether by orientation or practice. Sexual orientation does not include the physical or  

sexual attraction to a minor by an adult.  

V. Township Supervisor: The T ownship Supervisor, or his or her designee.  

 

573.003 -  Discriminatory Housing Practices  

Except as otherwise provided in this ordinance:  

A. A person shall not discriminate in leasing, selling, or otherwise making available any  

housing accommodation.  

B. A pe rson shall not discriminate in the terms, conditions, or privileges of a real estate  

transaction or in the furnishing of facilities or services in connection with any housing  

accommodation.  

C. A person shall not discriminate in providing financing for the purchase, repair, or  

remodeling of any housing accommodations.  

D. A person shall not discriminate in making referrals, listings or otherwise providing  

information regarding housing accommodations.  

 

573.004 -  Discriminatory Public Accommodation Practices  

Except as otherwise provided in this ordinance, no person shall discriminate in making  

available full and equal access to all goods, services, activities, privileges, and  

accommodations of any place of public accommodation.  

 

573.005 -  Discriminatory Employ ment Practices  

Except as otherwise provided in this ordinance:  

A. No employer shall discriminate in the employment, compensation, work classifications,  

conditions or terms, promotion or demotion, or termination of employment of any person.  

B. No labor orga nization shall discriminate in limiting membership, conditions of  

membership, or termination of membership of any person in any labor union or  

apprenticeship program.  

C. No employment agency shall discriminate in the procurement or recruitment of any  

perso n for possible employment with an employer.  

 

573.006 -  Other Prohibited Practices  

A. No person shall adopt, enforce or employ any policy or requirement, publish, post or  

broadcast any advertisement, sign or notice which discriminates or indicates  discrimin ation 

in providing housing, employment or public accommodations.  

B. No person shall discriminate in the publication or distribution of advertising material,  

information or solicitation regarding housing, employment or public accommodations.  

C. No agent, broker, labor organization, employment agency or any other intermediary 

shall  discriminate in making referrals, listings or providing information with regard to 

housing,  employment or public accommodations. A report of the conviction of any such 

person  for  a violation of this ordinance shall be made to the applicable licensing or 

regulatory  agency for such person or business.  

D. No person shall coerce, threaten or retaliate against a person for making a complaint or  

assisting in the investigation regarding a violation or alleged violation of this ordinance,  nor 

require, request, conspire with, assist or coerce another person to retaliate against a  

person for making a complaint or assisting in an investigation.  

E. No person shall conspire with, assist, coerce  or request another person to discriminate 

in  any manner prohibited by this ordinance.  

 

573.007 -  Exceptions  
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The prohibitions against discrimination as provided for in this ordinance shall not be 

deemed  preempted by federal or state law, but are intended t o supplement state and 

federal civil  rights law prohibiting discrimination in the areas of employment, public 

accommodations,  and housing. However, this ordinance shall be construed and applied in a 

manner consistent  with First Amendment jurisprudence rega rding the freedom of speech 

and exercise of  religion.  

Nothing in this ordinance permits or requires access to any place of public accommodation  

for the purpose or intent of engaging in criminal conduct.  

Nothing in this ordinance shall require the construct ion or provision of unisex, single -user  

restrooms, changing rooms, locker rooms, or shower facilities.  

Notwithstanding anything contained in this ordinance, the following practices shall not be  

violations of this ordinance:  

A. For a religious organization to restrict employment opportunities, educational facilities,  

or occupancy of housing facilities that are operated as a direct part of its religious  activities 

to persons who are members of or who conform to the moral tenets of that  religious 

organization or the denomination to which it belongs.  

B. For the owner of a housing facility or public accommodation facility, respectively,  

devoted entirely to the housing and accommodation of individuals of one sex, to restrict  

occupancy and use on the basis of sex.  

C. To limit occupancy in a housing project or to provide public accommodations or  

employment privileges or assistance to persons of low income, persons over fifty - five  

(55) years of age or disabled persons.  

D. To engage in a bona fide effort to establish a n affirmative action program to improve  

opportunities in employment for minorities and women consistent with applicable state  and 

federal law.  

E. To discriminate based on a personôs age when such discrimination is required by state, 

federal, or local law.  

F. To refuse to enter into a contract with an unemancipated minor.  

G. To refuse to admit to a place of public accommodation serving alcoholic beverages a  

person under the legal age for purchasing alcoholic beverages.  

H. To refuse to admit persons under eig hteen (18) years of age to a business providing  

entertainment or selling literature which the operator of said business deems unsuitable  for 

minors.  

I. For an educational institution to limit the use of its facilities to those affiliated with such  

institut ion.  

J. To provide discounts on products or services to students, or on the basis of age.  

K. To discriminate in any arrangement for the shared ownership, lease or residency of a  

dwelling unit.  

L. For a governmental institution to restrict any of its facili ties or to restrict employment  

opportunities based on duly -adopted institutional policies that conform to federal and  state 

laws and regulations.  

M. To restrict participation in an instructional program, athletic event or on an athletic 

team  on the basis of age, sex, height, or weight.  

N. To restrict membership in a private club.  

O. To the employment of an individual by oneôs family. 

P. To the rental of housing facilities in a building which contains dwelling units for not  more 

than two families living ind ependently of each other if the owner of the building or  a 

member of the ownerôs family resides in one of the dwelling units, or to the rental of a 

room or rooms in a one - family dwelling by an individual if the lessor or a member of the  

lessorôs family resides in the dwelling.  

Q. For an employer offering health or pension plans to provide for marital or familial status  

limitations in such plans provided those limitations conform to state and federal laws,  rules 

and regulations. Further, nothing in this ordi nance shall be construed or interpreted  to 
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either require, or prohibit, a private employer from offering employment benefits to the  

same -sex partner of an employee.  

R. For the Township to allow use of its facilities or services by persons that may be  

affiliated with, or otherwise supported by, a religious organization, which may espouse  

policies or practices inconsistent with the general intent of this ordinance. Further, this  

ordinance shall not prohibit the Township from allowing use of its facilitie s or services  by 

persons not generally affiliated with or supported by a particular religious  organization, but 

who may espouse policies or practices inconsistent with the general  intent of this 

ordinance.  

 

573.008 -  Information and Investigation  

A. Any pe rson claiming to be discriminated against in a manner prohibited by this 

ordinance  may, within 180 days of the alleged violation, file a signed, written complaint 

with the  Township Supervisor, specifying in detail the names, dates, known witnesses and 

othe r pertinent facts relevant to the alleged violation.  

B. For any complaint alleging a violation of state or federal law, the Township Supervisor  

shall refer the complainant to the appropriate state or federal agency responsible for  

investigation and enforce ment of such alleged violation. For any other complaint, the  

Township Supervisor shall undertake an investigation of the alleged violation.  

1. No person shall provide false information to any Township official or employee  

investigating a complaint regardin g a violation of this ordinance.  

2. In the course of the investigation, a person may be requested to produce books,  

papers, records or other documents which may be relevant to a violation or alleged  

violation of this ordinance. If said person does not comp ly with such request, the  

Township Supervisor may apply for a judicial order requiring production of said  

materials.  

C. After the completion of an investigation, the Township Supervisor shall give written  

notice of the result of the investigation to the person who filed the complaint and the  

person accused of the violation. If the investigation establishes that a violation of this  

ordinance occurred, the Township Supervisor shall, in his or her sole discretion, attempt  to 

resolve the matter by conciliatio n and/or refer the complaint to the Township Police  

Department and/or the Township Attorney for prosecution.  

D. In cases involving alleged violations of this ordinance, the Township Supervisor may  

enter into agreements whereby persons agree to methods of t erminating discrimination or  

to reverse the effects of past discrimination. A violation of such a conciliation agreement  

shall be a violation of this ordinance.  

 

573.009 -  Sanctions  

Any person, firm, association, partnership, corporation, or governmental e ntity who 

violates any  of the provisions of this ordinance shall be deemed to be responsible for a 

municipal civil  infraction as defined by Michigan Statute which shall be punishable by civil 

fine determined in  accordance with the following schedule:  

 

Mini mum Fine  Maximum  Fine  

1st Offense within 3 -year period*    $75.00  $500.00  

2nd Offense within 3 -year period*    $150.00  $500.00  

3rd Offense within 3 -year period*    $325.00  $500.00  

4th or More Offense within 3 -year period *   $ 500.00  $500.00  

* Determine d on the basis of the date of commission of the offense(s).  

 

Additionally, the violator shall pay costs which may include all expenses, direct and 

indirect, to  which the Charter Township of Kalamazoo has incurred in connection with the 

municipal civil  infr action. In no case, however, shall costs of less than $9.00 nor more than 
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$500.00 be ordered.  In addition, the Charter Township of Kalamazoo shall have the right 

to proceed in any court of  competent jurisdiction for the purpose of obtaining an 

injunction, restraining order, or other  appropriate remedy to compel compliance with this 

ordinance. Each day that a violation of this  ordinance exists shall constitute a separate 

violation of this ordinance.  

 

573.010 -  Severability  

Should any part of this ordinance be declared unconstitutional, illegal or of no force and 

effect  by a court of competent jurisdiction, such portion thereof shall not be deemed to 

affect the  validity of any other part or portion of this ordinance.  

 

573.011 -  Effective Date  

This ordinance s hall take effect 30 days following publication following adoption.  
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Ord. No. 577 RESIDENTIAL WASTE SINGLE HAULER Adopted: NOVEMBER 9, 2015 
An ordinance to protect the public health, safety, and general welfare of persons and 

property within  Kalamazoo Township by controlling and regulating the deposit of rubbish 

and debris for collection within  the Township by the Township or its duly authorized 

contract haulers; to provide penalties for the  violation thereof; and to repeal all ordinances 

or parts of or dinances in conflict therewith.  

 

577.001 -  Name  

This Ordinance shall hereafter be known and cited as the Kalamazoo Township Residential 

Waste Single  Hauler Ordinance.  

 

577.002 -  Purpose  

The purpose of this Ordinance is to protect the public health and welf are by ensuring the 

timely and lawful  collection of garbage, trash, solid waste and optionally, yard waste, from 

owners,  occupants of private  property with residential use within the Township, and to 

implement policies and procedures in support  thereof. Th e Township Board has determined 

that a single hauler waste collection and disposal program  for residential dwelling units will 

protect the public health, safety and welfare and be in the best interests  of the Township. 

In order to facilitate the implementa tion of such program, the Township shall select  such 

waste hauler on a sealed competitive bid basis and award the selected waste hauler the 

exclusive  designation of ñDesignated Waste Hauler for the Charter Township of Kalamazooò 

for the single hauler  waste  collection and disposal program. The waste hauler shall have 

the demonstrated ability and capacity  to provide a high level of quality service.  The 

purpose of this ordinance is separate from the Townshipôs Household Hazardous Waste, 

Solid Waste  and Curbsid e Recycling program, which was created pursuant to vote of the 

electorate on August 9, 1990;  the services of which are supported by special assessment.  

 

577.003 -  Findings and Authority  

The Township Board finds that it is mandated by Part 115 of the Natural Resources and 

Environmental  Protection Act (Act 451 of the Public Acts of 1994) being MCL 324.11901 et 

seq to assure that solid waste  is removed from the site of generation thereof frequently 

enough to protect the public health; authorizes  the Town ship to enter into a contract for a 

waste management project requiring all residential waste  subject to its jurisdiction to be 

disposed of in accordance with a waste disposal project; and to authorize  its contractor to 

collect rates and charges against use rs and beneficiaries of the waste management  

program. This Ordinance is enacted pursuant to the aforesaid authority and that of Act 359 

of 1947, being  MCL 42.21 et seq, as amended.  

Accordingly, the Township Board finds that the most efficient method for as suring that 

residential waste  and refuse removal from residential dwelling units in the Township is 

most effectively accomplished by  the Township entering into a single waste hauler contract 

to provide residential waste and refuse  collection and removal se rvices for residential 

dwelling units.  

The Township Board of the Charter Township of Kalamazoo furthermore finds that a 

reduction in the  number of trips engendered by the use of multiple garbage haulers will 

protect the public health, safety,  and welfare b y allowing for greater visibility of 

pedestrians and schoolchildren during collections hours  and by reducing the wear -and - tear 

on roads and streets within the Township.  

The Township Board of the Charter Township of Kalamazoo further finds that the use of a  

single  designated hauler for residential mixed waste services results in the overall 

reduction in the costs of such  service to the Township residents.  

 

577.004 -  Definitions  
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The following words, terms and phrases as used in this Ordinance shall have the m eanings 

ascribed to  them in this section, except where the context clearly indicates a different 

meaning:  

Curbside collection means the collection of solid waste which has been placed for pickup 

in appropriate  solid waste receptacles at the side of a publi c or private road adjacent to the 

abutting private property.  

Designated Waste Hauler means the person or entity awarded a contract by the 

Township to engage in  the business of collecting residential mixed waste and refuse and, 

optionally, yard waste from r esidential  dwelling units within the Township and designated 

as the hauling, transporting and disposing provider for  residential properties within the 

Township.  

Garbage means rejected food wastes, including waste accumulation of animal, fruit or 

vegetable matter  used or intended for food or that attends the preparation, use, cooking, 

dealing in or storing of meat, fish,  fowl, fruit and/or vegetables.  

Household Hazardous Waste, Solid Waste and Curbside Recycling Program shall 

mean the Charter  Township of Kal amazooôs existing curbside recycling, bi-annual solid 

waste and household hazardous  waste program, supported by a Special Assessment on the 

benefitted properties to fund the payment of  the costs thereof. The Township separately 

contracts with a waste haule r for the removal of the recycled  items and bi -annual solid 

waste. Household hazardous waste, while supported by such Special  Assessment, must be 

delivered to the Countyôs Household Hazardous Waste Collection Center. The designated 

waste hauler may or may not be the same as that designated as the Township Waste 

Hauler  in accordance with this Ordinance.  

Mixed Waste shall mean a mixture of solid waste, refuse, rubbish, and garbage generated 

by a residential  dwelling unit.  

Person shall mean any individual, fir m, owner, occupant, tenant, corporation, partnership, 

limited liability  company, association or joint venture responsible for the residential 

dwelling unit.  

Refuse means non -putrescible solid waste, excluding ashes, consisting of both 

combustible and  nonco mbustible waste, including paper, cardboard, metal containers, 

wood, bedding, remnants of  building projects, materials or litter of any kind that may be a 

detriment to the public health and safety.  

Residential dwelling unit shall mean all structures, build ings, premises and or realty 

utilized for single  family  residential dwelling purposes and for a combined total of up to 

four (4) attached single family  residential dwelling units (i.e. two - family (duplex); three -

family (tri -plex) and four - family (quadriple x)).  

ñResidential dwelling unitò shall not include apartment buildings, mobile home parks, or 

multiple - family  attached dwelling units greater than four (4) in number.  

Rubbish shall mean waste paper, household plastic, empty tin cans and glass containers, 

wood or wood  products under three inches (3ò) in diameter and three feet (3ô) in length, 

paper products, books,  magazines, glass, crockery, stone, concrete and similar materials.  

Solid waste means garbage, refuse, rubbish, ashes, incinerator ash, incinerato r residue; 

but does not  include human body waste, liquid or other waste regulated by statute, such 

as medical waste, hazardous  waste and/or industrial waste.  

Solid waste hauler means a person who owns or operates a solid waste transporting 

unit.  

Solid wast e transporting unit means a container which may be an integral part of a 

truck or other piece  of equipment used for the transportation of solid waste.  

Township shall mean the Charter Township of Kalamazoo, Kalamazoo County, Michigan.  

Yard waste means leaves, grass clippings, brush, garden waste, wood debris (i.e. twigs, 

branches, pruning  remnants) the collection of which shall be offered as an optional weekly 

collection service by the  Townshipôs Designated Waste Hauler for an extra fee. 
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577.005 -  Sele ction of Designated Waste Hauler  

1. Bidding. A sealed competitive bid procedure shall be utilized for the selection of the 

Township  Designated Waste Hauler. The Township Board shall develop and approve the bid 

specifications. The  Board may include in the b id specifications those requirements,  

conditions and specifications  determined by the Board to be reasonably related to 

promoting the public health, safety, and  welfare; such as but not limited to: providing 

appropriate and cost -effective services to resid ential  dwelling units; the rates and charges 

for the services of the authorized waste hauler for residential  dwelling units; procedures 

for the collection of charges for the service; the submission of reports  describing the 

volume of mixed waste generated and hauled; the submission of reports to the  Township 

for the determination of the efficiency and effectiveness of the Township Single Waste  

Hauler program; provisions for termination of the Township of the Designated Waste 

Hauler in the  event of the failu re of performance by the waste hauler; operational 

specifications of the waste  hauler for collection trucks and equipment, number of 

employees, ma intenance facilities, container handling and provision; schedules and routes 

and for the ha ndling of citizen complaints; a requirement that the waste hauler secure and 

maintain in good standing all permits and licenses  required by federal and state law, local 

ordinance and all other regulations pertinent to their  operation; and other miscellaneo us 

requirements.  

2. Contract. The Township Board shall be permitted to enter into a contract with the 

Designated Waste  Hauler for such terms as the board may determine, but not to exceed in 

any instance five years  excluding any Township Board -approved exte nsions of the 

contract.  

3. Bond and insurance.  

(A) The Designated Waste Hauler entering into a contract with the Township for the 

collection and  disposal of solid waste shall furnish the Township with a performance bond 

in an amount  established by the Town ship Board and in such form as may be approved by 

the township  attorney, which bond shall be signed by an approved corporate surety 

authorized to do business  in this state and which bond shall be conditioned on the 

satisfactory performance of all  obligatio ns assumed under the contract, and further 

conditioned on the due observance during  the term of the contract of all laws of the state 

or ordinances of the Township and all legal rights  of all persons who are served by or 

injured by the contractor.  

(B) The Designated Waste Hauler shall procure and maintain, during the life of the 

contract, owner's  and contractor's protective public liability and property damage 

insurance, in the name of the  Township, in an amount not less than $5,000,000.00, for 

injuries, in cluding accidental death, to  each person; and subject to the same limit for each 

person, in an amount not less than  $5,000,000.00 on account of each accident, and 

$5,000,000.00 aggregate for damage to  property. Such insurance shall include motor 

vehicle ex posure and specific coverage, by  endorsement, as required by the Township 

Supervisor. Certificates of insurance shall be  deposited with the Township Clerk indicating 

this coverage prior to the execution of the  contract.  

(C) The Township may require the Des ignated Waste Hauler to provide other bonds and 

insurance,  including workers' compensation insurance, to assure the Township that the 

obligations of the  contractor will be sufficiently performed and/or discharged and to protect 

the Township in the  event th at they are not.  

4. Transfer or subletting . No contract issued to, granted to or entered into with the 

Township as  Designated Waste Hauler shall be transferable, assignable or sublet without 

the express permission  of the Township Board in the form of a res olution, unless otherwise 

provided in the contract.  

5 . Frequency of collection. Except as otherwise provided in this article and other 

ordinances, and  except in the case of an emergency arising from an act of God or under 

circumstances over  Designated Waste Hauler has or had no control, solid waste shall be 
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collected, removed and disposed  of no less frequently than once each week from 

residential dwelling units within the Township by the  Designated Waste Hauler.  

6 . Designation of Waste Hauler . The selection of the Designated Waste Hauler shall be 

made under a  sealed competitive bid process as shall be outlined more specifically in the 

Request for Proposal (RFP)  and shall be memorialized in a contract which shall be 

acceptable to the Township B oard and the  Waste Hauler echoing as nearly as possible the 

provisions of the Request for Proposal and the  selected contractorôs response to the same. 

The submitted bids will be evaluated and selection made  by the Township Board. The 

contract will be award ed by the Township Board to a responsible  contractor whose bids, 

conforming to the request for proposal, will be most advantageous to the  Township with 

price and other factors taken into consideration. The Township Board is authorized  to 

negotiate final se rvice and price terms and to conduct interviews of the bidders. The 

criteria used  to evaluate all bids shall be as follows:  

A . General qualifications and experience of the contractor as related to the 

performance of the  contract.  

B . The total cost to accom plish the program.  

C. Any additional benefits to be furnished the Township and/or its residents.  

D . The Township Board is permitted to waive or reject any or all bids and to select a 

firm with  which to contract for the provision of residential mixed waste collection and 

disposal and optional  weekly yard waste collection and disposal on the basis of all 

relevant factors.  

The Township Board shall identify, by resolution, the Residential Waste Hauler subsequent 

to the  bid opening, which identification shall be  subject to the signing of a contract with 

the identified  waste hauler echoing the terms of the Request for Proposal or incorporating 

such terms by  reference therein.  

7. Scope of Services. The Designated Waste Hauler shall provide curbside collection, 

tran sportation and  disposal services for all residential mixed waste and optional weekly 

yard waste generated within the  boundaries of the Township. Collection shall be conducted 

on a five -day per week schedule, Monday  through Friday unless service in interrup ted by 

an approved holiday, in which case collection may be  extended to Saturday. The 

Contractor shall not be allowed to make Sunday collections.  

Residential mixed waste collection is for the weekly collection of residential mixed waste as 

defined  by this Ordinance, the transportation and disposal of the same.  

Optional weekly yard waste collection is for the exercise, by an owner or occupant of a 

residential  mixed waste producer for the weekly collection of yard waste, as defined 

herein, for an additional  fee for the months of April through November of each year.  

Curbside collection of residential mixed waste and optional yard waste shall be made 

weekly in a  contractor -provided, variable -sized (small, medium or large) garbage 

containers. The cost of  collecti on, transportation and disposal of the residential mixed 

waste and optional yard waste  contained therein shall be progressive, with the cost for the 

smallest container being less than the  cost of a larger container. The volume of mixed 

waste and yard waste  to be collected will be limited  to the capacity of the container with 

the lid closed.  

The Designated Waste Hauler will bill and collect fees directly from the owners/occupants 

of  residential dwelling units from which the mixed waste (and optional yard was te) is  

produced. Bills  for such services shall be made quarterly, prior to the service being made. 

The Designated Waste  Hauler shall also provide an annual billing option, allowing the 

owner/occupant to pre -pay for an  entire yearsô worth of service at one time. Optional 

weekly yard waste collection, transportation  and disposal shall be made during the months 

of April through November each year.  Only the Designated Waste Hauler shall be  

permitted to provide weekly residential mixed waste  and optional weekly yard waste 

collection, transportation and disposal services to residential  dwelling units within the 

Township.  
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The Designated Waste Hauler shall be responsible for providing and maintaining all of the  

equipment necessary to conduct and implement the provis ions of this Ordinance and the  

residential mixed waste collection program, including the provision of wheeled collection  

containers to generating residential units.  

Neither the Township not its residents shall be obligated to purchase any wheeled 

container s at  the termination of the contract period.  

 

577.006 -  Regulations  

The Designated Waste Hauler shall have the sole authority to collect, haul and deliver solid 

waste  generated by residential dwelling units within the Township. To that end, the 

following r egulations shall  apply to the program:  

A. Required Use of Designated Waste Hauler  

1. The owner/occupant of a residential dwelling unit as defined by this ordinance shall 

not  

dispose of any residential mixed waste as defined herein generated from a resident ial 

dwelling  unit within the Township other than by means of the Designated Waste Hauler 

awarded the  contract by the Township except as otherwise provided for in this 

Ordinance.  

2. Except as provided in Section VI. E. of this Ordinance no person or entity except the  

Designated Waste Hauler shall engage in the business of collection, transporting, 

delivery or  disposal of solid waste or optional yard waste generated by residential 

dwelling units (including  single - family and two - family generation sites) within  the 

Township.  

3. It shall be unlawful to mix residential mixed waste with construction debris, 

commercial  refuse, hazardous waste, or explosives.  

4. It shall be unlawful to place yard waste into the residential mixed waste containers.  

5. The Designated Wa ste Hauler shall not be responsible for the collection, sorting or  

delivery of recyclable materials or bi -annual solid waste collection in accordance with 

this  Ordinance, but may also be the designated recycling services and bi -annual solid 

waste collectio n service provider under the Townshipôs Special Assessment District for 

solid waste collection and  disposal, which contract shall not be affected by the terms of 

any Designated Waste Hauler  contract.  

6. The owner or occupant of a residential dwelling unit may optionally obtain and pay 

for a  weekly yard waste collection from the Designated Waste Hauler.  

B. Regulation Of Designated Waste Hauler  

The Designated Waste Hauler shall abide by the provisions of its contract with the 

Township and  the following additional regulations:  

1. The Designated Waste Hauler will provide the curbside collection of residential mixed  

waste from residential dwelling units in the Township, and where applicable for disabled 

residents  front - ; side -  or back -door collection.  

2. Th e Designated Waste Hauler shall comply with Act 451 of 1994 and all applicable 

federal,  state and county laws, statutes, local ordinances, and rules and regulations in 

the collection,  transportation and delivery of solid waste and shall deliver all solid w aste 

to a facility authorized  under Act 451 of 1994 to operate for disposal of such materials . 

3. Optional Weekly Yard Waste Collection. The Designated Waste Hauler shall 

make  

available separate yard waste containers at an additional cost to those who wish  to 

avail  

themselves of such service. The Designated Waste Hauler shall collect all yard waste 

set out in its  designated containers in accordance with the contract All optional yard 

waste collected shall be  delivered to a composting facility.  

4. Hours of C ollection. No mixed waste shall be collected from persons or property 

within  500 feet of a residential unit between the hours of 7:00 p.m. of one day and 
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6:00 a.m. of the next  succeeding day unless the township supervisor has issued written 

authorization f or such  collection after having duly considered the means and location of 

such collection and determined  no offensive noise or nuisance will result from the 

altered collection time.  

C. Accessibility f or Collection  

Every person who owns, possesses, controls , supervises or occupies a residential dwelling 

unit (or  units) in the Township which is required to contract with the Designated Waste 

Hauler for collection  services shall cause all solid waste to be collected from such property 

at least once each week. I t is the  responsibility of the owner or occupant of each 

residential dwelling unit to place such solid waste in the  contractor -supplied containers 

with the lid closed once each week according to the day of the week  scheduled for their 

garbage collection at  a location which is near the public or private road right -of -way  

abutting the residential dwelling unit. The closed container shall be placed as close as 

possible within the  

road right -of -way and no such container shall be placed upon any sidewalk. If the  solid 

waste container  is not accessible by the Designated Waste Hauler, the owner/occupant will 

be responsible for the proper  disposal of its refuse. Every such person shall limit the time 

when receptacles are placed on public  property or private property  to the period between 

6:00 p.m. of the day prior to the regularly scheduled  solid waste collection day and 12 

hours following the act of collection by the Designated Waste Hauler.  

Any owner/occupant who has a larger quantity of refuse than the normal or average 

amount for the  residential dwelling unit may make special arrangements with the 

Designated Waste Hauler.  It shall be unlawful for any person other than the residential 

property owner, the Designated Waste  Hauler, or other authorized persons to inte rfere 

with the Designated Waste Haulerôs solid waste and option yard waste containers placed in 

the streets, alleys, and public places of the township for collection,  or to interfere in any 

way with solid waste receptacles in the township.  

Persons sufferin g from physical disabilities that limit or eliminate their ability to transport 

or place  the solid waste or yard waste container at or near the curb side for collection shall 

notify the Designated  Waste Hauler in writing of the need for back -door; front -door; or 

side -door pick -up services, which need  may verified by the Designated Waste Haulerôs field 

supervisor.  

D. Storage o f Containers  

During the week while residential mixed waste is being accumulated and stored in the 

approved  containers, all such reside ntial mixed waste must be stored in accordance with 

the Kalamazoo Charter  Township Refuse Bin Ordinance and its Litter Ordinance.  

E. Opt - Out Provisions  

1. Business or Other Off - Site Disposal . This ordinance does not prohibit the 

owner/occupant of a  residen tial dwelling unit who is the owner of a business or has 

another off - site disposal method  available from disposing of his/her own mixed waste 

or residentially -generated waste at his/her  business or other off - site disposal location. 

The owner/occupant must notify the Designated  Waste Hauler that the owner/occupant 

will dispose of all solid waste from such residential  dwelling unit at his/her business or 

other off - site location and provide the hauler with the name  and address of the 

business. The owner/occupa nt of shall be responsible for his/her own  transportation.  

2. Condominium Associations. Condominium associations may opt -out of the single 

waste hauler  program for the collection of residential dwelling unit waste if the  

association notifies the  Designated  Waste Hauler, in writing, that the association will 

dispose of all solid waste generated  by dwelling units within the association in  

accordance with a commercial disposal contract for all  of the dwellings encompassed by 

the condominium association and provide a copy of the  contract for the same to the 

designated waste hauler.  

3. Vacant Residential Dwelling Units.  
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A.  òSnowbirdò Provision for Temporary Vacation of Dwelling Units. The  

owner/occupant of a residential dwelling unit that intends to temporaril y vacate the  

dwelling unit for a period of at least 90 days or 3 consecutive calendar months,  

whichever is more, shall notify the single waste hauler before the service is to be  

discontinued. To be eligible under the terms of this Section, the owner/occupa ncy  

must discontinue service for a minimum of 3 consecutive months (a single quarter  

billing cycle) and must provide the authorized waste hauler with adequate  

documentation verifying the vacancy.  

B.  Permanently Vacant Residential Dwelling Unit. An owner/oc cupant of a 

residential  dwelling unit that will be permanently vacant shall notify the Designated 

Waste  Hauler, in writing, of the effective date of the vacancy. Upon receipt of the 

notice,  the Designated Waste Hauler will discontinue all service to the dw elling unit 

and not  resume service until it is notified, in writing, that the dwelling unit will be 

occupied.  

4. Existing Contracts. In the event that an owner/occupant of a residential dwelling 

unit has in  existence a written contract with a company other  than the Designated 

Waste Hauler as of the  effective date of this Ordinance, the owner/occupant shall notify 

its contractor that he/she is  now subject to the parameters of the Charter Township of 

Kalamazoo Designated Waste Hauler  Ordinance as of the effec tive date of this 

Ordinance and shall terminate such service as of April  1, 2016.  

 

577.007 -  Rates ; B illing  for  Residential  M ixed  W aste  Collection  

The owner/occupant of a residential dwelling unit shall be charged at a rate per month for 

residential  mixed waste collection, transportation and disposal. If chosen, the 

owner/occupant of a residential  dwelling shall also be charged at a rate per month for 

optional yard waste collection and disposal for  the period April through November of each 

year.  

A.  Rates. The Designated Waste Hauler shall charge fees for the collection and disposal of  

residential mixed waste placed for collection as established and set forth in the contract  

between the Designated Waste Hauler and the Township. Rates for collection and  disposal 

of residential mixed waste and for the optional collection of yard waste shall be  set forth in 

a resolution adopted by the Township Board and published on the Townshipôs website and 

in a newspaper of general distribution in the Township.  

B.  Billin g. The Designated Waste Hauler shall send a quarterly or optional annual invoice, 

in  advance to each residential dwelling unit for which services are provided in the 

Township.  Such invoice shall represent charges for services to be rendered in the followin g 

quarter/year. Unless otherwise specified by the Township, the invoice shall be delivered  by 

regular mail at least two (2) weeks prior to the beginning of the quarter/year for which  

charges are imposed. The due date for payment shall be the last day of th e month prior  to 

the beginning of the quarter/year for which charges are imposed. If the last day falls  on a 

Saturday, Sunday or legal holiday, the due date shall be the next business day.  

C.  No Billing to Opt - Outs. Billing shall not be made to those owner s/occupants of  

residential  dwelling units that opt -out either temporarily or permanently, pursuant to 

Section VI. E.  of this Ordinance.  

D.  Payment of the charges . Payment for the charges contained in this Ordinance shall 

be 

made to the Designated Waste Hau ler.  

 

577.008 ï Violation and Penalties  

A. Violation . Any person, firm, corporation, partnership, or owner or occupant of a 

residential  dwelling unit as defined hereby who violates, disobeys, neglects or refuses to 

comply with any provision  of this Ordinance, or who causes, allows, or consents to any of 

same, shall be deemed to be responsible  for a violation of this Ordinance. Any person 
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responsible for a violation of this article whether as an owner  (by deed or land contract), 

lessee, licensee, agen t, contractor, servant, employee, or otherwise, shall be  liable as a 

principal.  

B. Municipal Civil I nfraction . A violation of this Ordinance is a municipal civil infraction 

as defined  by state statute and shall be punishable by a civil fine determined in a ccordance 

with the following  schedule:  

 

1st Offense:     $150.00  

2nd Offense     $250.00  

3rd Offense:     $350.00  

4th and subsequent offense:  $500.00  

 

Additionally, the violator shall pay costs which may include all expenses, direct and 

indirect, to  which  the Charter Township of Kalamazoo has been put in connection with the 

municipal civil infraction.  In no case, however, shall costs of less than $9.00 nor more than 

$500.00 be ordered. In addition, the  Township shall have the right to proceed in any court 

of competent jurisdiction for the purpose of  obtaining an injunction, compliance order,  

restraining order, or other appropriate remedy to compel  compliance with this section. 

Each day that a violation exists shall constitute a separate offense . 

 

577.009 -  Severability  

Should any portion of this Ordinance found to be invalid for any reason, such a finding 

shall not  be construed as affecting the validity of the remaining portions of the Ordinance, 

which shall remain in  full force and effect.  

 

577.010 ï Effect ive date and Repeal  of Conflicting Ordinances  

This ordinance shall be effective on December 24, 2015. Conflicting Ordinances and 

Ordinance  provisions are hereby repealed. Ordinance No. 240 ñRefuse Binò and Ordinance 

No. 350 ñLitterò and the Townshipôs Household Hazardous Waste, Solid Waste and 

Recycling program supported by a special  assessment are deemed by the Township Board 

not to be in conflict with this Ordinance and are hereby  specifically retained.  
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Ord. No. 591 MEDICAL MARIHUANA FACILITIES Adopted: NOVEMBER 27, 2017 
An ordinance to provide a title for the ordinance; to define words; to authorize the 

operation  of and provide regulations for medical marihuana facilities in the Charter 

Township of  Kalamazoo  pursuant to PA 281 of 2016, as may be amended; to provide for 

an annual fee; to provide penalties  for violation of this ordinance; to provide for 

severability; to repeal all ordinances or parts of  ordinances in conflict therewith and to 

provide an effective date.  

 

THE CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF KALAM AZOO, KALAMAZOO COUNTY, MICHIGAN  ORDAINS:  

 

591.001 -  TITLE  

This ordinance shall be known as and may be cited as the Charter Township of Kalamazoo 

Medical  Marihuana Facilities Ordinance.  

 

591.002 -  DEFINITIONS  

Words used herein shall have the definitions as  provided for in PA 281 of 2016, as may be  

amended.  

 

591.003 -  AUTHORIZED MARIHUANA FACILITIES  

1. The following medical marihuana facilities may be authorized to operate within the  

Township by the holder of a state operating license, subject to compliance with PA 281 of 

2016,  as may be amended, the Rules promulgated thereunder and this ordinance:  

a) An unlimited number of growers shall be authorized in the Township,  including Class 

A, Class B and Class C growers.  

b) An unlimited number of processors shall b e authorized in the Township.  

c) An unlimited number of provisioning centers shall be authorized in the  Township.  

d) An unlimited number of safety compliance facilities shall be authorized in  the 

Township.  

e) An unlimited number of secure transporters shall be authorized in the  Township.  

2. On and after March 1, 2018, the Township shall accept applications for authorization to  

operate a medical marihuana facility within the Township. Application shall be made on  a 

Township form and must be submitted to the Township Clerk and/or other designee of  the 

Township Board (hereinafter referred to as the ñClerk.ò). Once the Clerk receives a 

complete application including the initial annual medical marihuana facility fee, the  

applicant shall receive conditional au thorization to operate such medical marihuana  facility 

within the Township.  

3. If a conditionally -authorized applicant is denied prequalification for a state operating  

license or is denied on full application for a state operating license, then such conditional  

authorization will be canceled by the Clerk.  

4. A conditionally -authorized applicant shall receive full authorization from the Township to  

operate the medical marihuana facility within the Township upon the applicant providing  

to the Clerk proo f that the applicant has received a state operating license for the medical  

marihuana facility in the Township and the applicant has met all other requirements of this  

ordinance for the operation including but not limited to any zoning approval for the loc ation  

of the facility within the Township.  

5. If a conditionally -authorized applicant fails to obtain full authorization from the 

Township  

within one year from the date of conditional authorization, then such conditional  

authorization shall be canceled by the Clerk. The Township Board shall have authority to  

extend the deadline to obtain full authorization for up to an additional six months on 

written  
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request of the applicant, within thirty days prior to cancellation, upon the reasonable  

discretion of the T ownship Board finding good cause for the extension.  

 

591.004 -  GENERAL REGULATIONS REGARDING  AUTHORIZED MEDICAL 

MARIHUANA FACILITIES  

1. A n authorized medical marihuana facility shall only be operated within the  Township by 

the holder of a state operating l icense issued pursuant to PA 281 of 2016, as may be  

amended, and the Rules promulgated thereunder. The facility shall only be operated as 

long as  the state operating license remains in effect.  

2. Prior to operating an authorized medical marihuana facility within the Township  

pursuant to a state operating license, the facility must comply with all applicable zoning  

regulations. The facility shall only be operated as long as it remains in compliance with all  

applicable zoning ordinance regulations.  

3. Prior t o operating an authorized medical marihuana facility within the Township  

pursuant to a state operating license, the facility must comply with all Township 

construction and  building ordinances, all other Township ordinances specifically regulating 

medical m arihuana  

facilities, and generally applicable Township police power ordinances. The facility shall only 

be operated as long as it remains in compliance with all such ordinances now in force or 

which  hereinafter may be established or amended.  

4. An authoriz ed medical marihuana facility shall consent to inspection of the facility  

by Township officials and the Kalamazoo Township Police Department during hours of 

operation  to verify compliance with this ordinance.  

5. If at any time an authorized medical marihua na facility violates this ordinance the  

Township Board may request that the state revoke or refrain from renewing the facilityôs 

state  operating license. Once such state operating license is revoked or fails to be renewed 

the Clerk  shall cancel the Township authorization.  

6. It is hereby expressly declared that nothing in this ordinance be held or construed  

to give or grant to any authorized medical marihuana facility a vested right, license, 

privilege or  permit to continued authorization from the To wnship for operations within the 

Township.  

7. The Township expressly reserves the right to amend or repeal this ordinance in any  

way including, but not limited to, complete elimination of or reduction in the type and/or 

number  of authorized medical marihua na facilities authorized to operate within the 

Township.  

 

591.005 -  ANNUAL MEDICAL MARIHUANA FACILITY FEE  

There is hereby established an annual nonrefundable Township medical marihuana  

facility fee in the amount of $5,000, for each authorized medical marih uana facility within 

the  Township, to help defray administrative and enforcement costs associated therewith. 

An initial  annual medical marihuana facility fee of $5,000 shall be payable at the time of 

application for  Township authorization and thereafter the same amount shall be payable 

each year by the  anniversary of the date of full Township authorization to operate the 

medical marihuana facility.  

 

591.006 -  VIOLATIONS AND PENALTIES  

1. Any person who disobeys neglects or refuses to comply with any provis ion of this  

ordinance or who causes allows or consents to any of the same shall be deemed to be 

responsible  for the violation of this ordinance. A violation of this ordinance is deemed to be 

a nuisance per se.  

2. A violation of this ordinance is a municipa l civil infraction, for which the fines shall  

not be less than $100 nor more than $500 for the first offense and not less than $250 nor 

more than  $1,000 for subsequent offenses, in the discretion of the Court. For purposes of 
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this section,  ñsubsequent offensesò means a violation of the provisions of this ordinance 

committed by the same  person within 12 months of a previous violation of the same 

provision of this ordinance for which  said person admitted responsibility or was adjudicated 

to be responsible. Th e foregoing sanctions  shall be in addition to the rights of the Township 

to proceed at law or equity with other appropriate  and proper remedies. Additionally, the 

violator shall pay costs which may include all expenses,  direct and indirect, which the 

Towns hip incurs in connection with the municipal civil infraction.  

3. Each day during which any violation continues shall be deemed a separate offense.  

4. In addition, the Township may seek injunctive relief against persons alleged to  be in 

violation of this or dinance, and such other relief as may be provided by law.  

5. This ordinance shall be administered and enforced by the Ordinance Enforcement  Officer 

of the Township or by such other person(s) as designated by the Township Board from  

time to time.  

 

591.007 -  SEVERABLITY  

The provisions of this ordinance are hereby declared to be severable. If any clause,  

sentence, word, section or provision is hereafter declared void or unenforceable for any 

reason by  a court of competent jurisdiction, it shall not affect the remainder of such 

ordinance which shall  continue in full force and effect. The provisions herein shall be 

construed as not interfering or  conflicting with the statutory regulations for licensing 

marihuana facilities pursuant to PA 281 of  2016, as may be am ended.  

 

591.008 -  REPEAL  

All ordinance or parts of ordinances in conflict herewith are hereby repealed.  

 

591.009 -  EFFECTIVE DATE  

This ordinance shall take effect thirty days after publication upon adoption.  
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Ord. No. 593 CONSUMERS ENERGY COMPANY ELECTRIC FRANCHISE Adopted: January 22, 

2018 
An Ordinance granting to CONSUMERS ENERGY COMPANY, its successors and  

assigns, a non -exclusive right, power and authority to construct, maintain and 

commercially use  electric lines consisting of towers, masts, poles, crossarms, guys, braces, 

feeders, transmission  and distribution wires, transformers and other electrical appliances 

on, under, along and across  the highways, streets, alleys, bridges, waterways, and other 

public places, and to transact a loca l electric business in the CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF 

KALAMAZOO, KALAMAZOO  COUNTY, MICHIGAN, for a period of 10 years.  

 

CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF KALAMAZOO KALAMAZOO COUNTY, MICHIGAN ORDAINS:  

 

593.001 -  GRANT OF NON - EXCLUSIVE RIGHTS  

A. Grant and Term. The Charter Towns hip of Kalamazoo, Kalamazoo County,  

Michigan (ñTownshipò), grants to Consumers Energy Company (ñGranteeò), its successors 

and  assigns, subject to the terms and conditions set forth below, the non -exclusive right, 

power and  authority to construct, maintain and commercially use electric lines consisting 

of towers, masts,  poles, cross -arms, guys, braces, feeders, transmission and distribution 

wires, transformers and  other electrical appliances (hereinafter "Electric System") on, 

along, across, over and under t he public highways, streets, alleys, bridges, waterways, and 

other public places (hereinafter also  referred to as ñPublic Waysò) and to transact a local 

electric business, within the Township for a  period of ten (10) years.  

B. Consideration. In considerati on of the rights, power and authority hereby granted,  

said Grantee shall faithfully perform all things required by the terms hereof.  

C. Extensions. Grantee shall construct and extend its Electric System within the  Township, 

and shall furnish electric service to applicants residing therein in accordance with  

applicable laws, rules and regulations.  

 

593.002 -  USE OF PUBLIC RIGHTS - OF- WAY BY GRANTEE  

A. No Burden on Public Ways. Grantee and its contractors, subcontractors and the  

Granteeôs Electric System shall not unduly burden or interfere with the present or future 

use of  any of the Public Ways within the Township. Grantee shall install and maintain its 

Electric  System so as to cause minimum interference with the use of the Public Ways. No 

Public Way  shall be obstructed longer than necessary during the work of construction or 

repair to the Electric  

System. Grantee's cable, wires, structures and equipment shall be suspended or buried so 

as to  not endanger or injure persons or property in the Public Ways . 

B. Restoration of Public Ways. Grantee and its contractors and subcontractors shall  

within a reasonable time restore, at Granteeôs sole cost and expense, any portion of the 

Public  Ways that is in any way disturbed, damaged, or injured by the construction , 

operation,  maintenance or removal of the Electric System to as good or better condition 

than that which  existed prior to the disturbance. In the event that Grantee, its contractors 

or subcontractors fail to  make such repair within a reasonable time speci fied by the 

Township, the Township shall,  among other remedies, be entitled to have the repair  

completed and Grantee shall pay the costs  for such repair.  

C. Easements. Any easements over or under property owned by the Township in fee  shall 

be separately ne gotiated with the Township.  

D. Compliance with Laws. Grantee shall comply with all applicable laws, statutes,  

ordinances, rules and regulations regarding its Electric System, whether federal, state or 

local,  now in force or which hereafter may be promulgat ed. Nothing herein shall be 
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construed as a  waiver by Grantee of any of its existing or future rights under state or 

federal law.  

E. Tree Clearing. Grantee may clear trees upon and overhanging the Public Ways so  

as to prevent trees from coming into contact with the Electric System in accordance with 

the tree  clearing standards of Grantee and the applicable requirements of the MPSC. 

Except in an  emergency, no clearing shall be done in the Public Ways without previously 

informing the  Township.  

F. Street Vacati on. Grantee accrues no rights under this franchise which would  impair the 

rights of the Township to vacate or consent to the vacation of a Public Way.  

G. Company Representative. The Grantee shall designate an employee to act as a  

representative to respond to inquiries from the Township regarding the administration of 

this  franchise and the obligations and services herein. The Grantee shall provide the  

Township with  the personôs name and telephone number. 

H. Notice. Before commencing the construction or repa ir work on its Electric  

System which will require excavation in or the closing of any street, alley, bridge, 

waterway or  other public place, the Grantee shall provide the Township with notice, 

including a description of  the work to be performed, in advance  of such work. This notice 

requirement shall not apply to  the installation of electric services on privately owned 

property nor to any other work performed  on such privately owned property. Nothing 

herein shall preclude the Grantee from immediately  commenc ing construction or repair 

work within any street, alley, bridge, waterway or other  public place when deemed 

necessary due to an emergency or service restoration, and in such  case, the Grantee shall 

notify the Township of such work if reasonably practical.  

 

593.003 -  HOLD HARMLESS  

The Grantee shall at all times keep and save the Township free and harmless from all  loss, 

costs and expense to which it may become subject by reason of the construction,  

maintenance and operation of the structures and equipment hereby authorized. In case 

any  action is commenced against the Township on account of the permission herein 

granted, said  Grantee shall, upon notice, defend the Township and save it free and 

harmless from all loss, cost  and damage arising out of said permi ssion. Providing further, 

that this hold harmless agreement  shall not apply to any loss, cost, damage or claims 

arising solely out of the negligence of the  Township, its employees or its contractors. 

Furthermore, in the event that any loss, cost, damage  or  claims arise out of the joint 

negligence of the Township, its employees or its contractors, this  hold harmless agreement 

shall not apply to the proportional extent of the negligence of the  Township, its employees 

or its contractors. Notwithstanding any pr ovision contained in this  Ordinance, nothing in 

this Ordinance shall impair any liability protection afforded the Township  pursuant to law.  

 

593.004 -  REVOCATION  

The franchise granted by this Ordinance is subject to revocation upon sixty (60) days  

written notice by the party desiring such revocation.  

 

593.005 -  RATES  

Grantee shall be entitled to charge the inhabitants of the Township for electricity  furnished 

at the rates approved by the Michigan Public Service Commission, to the extent it or  

its successors , have authority and jurisdiction to fix and regulate electric rates and 

promulgate  rules regulating such service in the Township. Such rates and rules shall be 

subject to review at  any time upon petition being made by either the Township acting 

through th e Township Board or  by Grantee.  

  

593.006 -  TOWNSHIP JURISDICTION  

Said Grantee shall be and remain subject to all ordinances, rules and regulations of the  
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Township now in effect, or which might subsequently be adopted for the regulation of land 

uses  or for  the protection of the health, safety and general welfare of the public; provided 

however,  that nothing herein shall be construed as a waiver by Grantee of any of its 

existing or future  rights under state or federal law.  

 

593.007 -  MICHIGAN PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION  

Grantee shall, as to all other conditions and elements of service not addressed or fixed by  

this Ordinance, remain subject to the rules and regulations applicable to electric service by 

the  Michigan Public Service Commission, or its successor bo dies to the extent such 

jurisdiction  applies.  

 

593.008 -  ASSIGNMENT OF FRANCHISE  

Grantee shall not assign this Franchise to any other person, firm or corporation without  the 

prior written approval of the Township Board. The Township shall not unreasonably  

withhold its consent to an assignment if the Assignee is financially able to carry out the 

Grantee's  obligations under this Franchise. The assignment of this Franchise to a 

subsidiary, division, or  affiliated corporation of Grantee or its parent corporatio n shall not 

be considered an assignment  requiring the consent of the Township Board. Grantee shall 

reimburse the Township for  reasonable actual costs incurred in the review of a request by 

Grantee for approval.  

 

593.009 -  SEVERABILITY  

The various parts, se ctions and clauses of this Ordinance are hereby declared to be  

severable. If any part, sentence, paragraph, section or clause is adjudged unconstitutional 

or  invalid by a court or administrative agency of competent jurisdiction, the remainder of 

the  Ordina nce shall not be affected thereby.  

 

593.010 -  REPEAL OF CONFLICTING ORDINANCES  

All Ordinances or parts of Ordinances in conflict herewith are hereby repealed.  

 

593. 011 -  EFFECTIVE DATE  

This Ordinance shall take effect thirty (30) days after adoption by th e Township Board  and 

publication thereof, provided, however, it shall cease and be of no effect after thirty (30)  

days from its adoption unless and until within said period Grantee files an acceptance in 

writing  with the Township Clerk.  
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Ord. No. 594 CONSUMERS ENERGY COMPANY GAS FRANCHISE Adopted: January 22, 2018 
An Ordinance granting a non -exclusive franchise to Consumers Energy Company to use 

local  public ways and provide a local gas business.  

 

CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF KALAMAZOO , KALAMAZOO COUNTY, MICHIGAN ORDAINS:  

 

594.001 -  GRANT OF NON - EXCLUSIVE RIGHTS  

A. Grant and Term. The Charter Township of Kalamazoo, Kalamazoo County,  Michigan 

(ñTownshipò), grants to Consumers Energy Company (ñGranteeò), its successors and 

assigns, subject  to the terms and conditions set forth below, the non -exclusive right, 

power and  authority to construct, maintain and operate gas mains, pipes and services 

(hereinafter ñGas Systemò) on, along, across, over and under the public highways, streets, 

alleys, b ridges and waterways  (hereinafter also referred to as ñPublic Waysò) and to do a 

local gas business, within the Township  for a period of ten (10) years.  

B. Consideration. In consideration of the rights, power and authority hereby granted, said  

Grantee shal l faithfully perform all things required by the terms hereof.  

C. Extensions. Grantee shall construct and extend its Gas System within the  Township, and 

shall furnish gas service to applicants residing therein in accordance with applicable  laws, 

rules and regulations.  

 

594.002 -  USE OF PUBLIC RIGHTS - OF- WAY BY GRANTEE  

A. No Burden on Public Ways. Grantee and its contractors, subcontractors and the  

Granteeôs Gas System shall not unduly burden or interfere with the present or future use 

of any of the  Public Wa ys within the Township. Grantee shall install and maintain its Gas 

System so as to cause  minimum interference with the use of the Public Ways. No Public 

Way shall be obstructed longer  than necessary during the work of construction or repair to 

the Gas Syst em. Granteeôs structures and equipment shall be buried so as to not endanger 

or injure persons or property in the Public Ways.  

B. Restoration of Public Ways. Grantee and its contractors and subcontractors shall  within 

a reasonable time restore, at Granteeôs sole cost and expense, any portion of the Public 

Ways  that is in any way disturbed, damaged, or injured by the construction, operation,  

maintenance or  removal of the Gas System to as good or better condition than that which 

existed prior to the  disturban ce. In the event that Grantee, its contractors or 

subcontractors fail to make such repair  within a reasonable time as determined by the 

Township in its reasonable discretion, the Township  shall, among other remedies, be 

entitled to have the repair complete d and Grantee shall pay the costs  for such repair.  

C. Easements. Any easements over or under property owned by the Township other  

than the Public Ways shall be separately negotiated with the Township.  

D. Compliance with Laws. Grantee shall comply with all applicable laws, statutes,  

ordinances, rules and regulations regarding its Gas System, whether federal, state or local, 

now in  force or which hereafter may be promulgated. Nothing herein shall be construed as 

a waiver by  Grantee of any of its existing or f uture rights under state or federal law.  

E. Street Vacation. Grantee accrues no rights under this franchise which would  impair the 

rights of the Township to vacate or consent to the vacation of a Public Way.  

F Company Representative. The Grantee shall desi gnate an employee to act as a  

representative to respond to inquiries from the Township regarding the administration of 

this  franchise and the obligations and services herein. The Grantee shall provide the 

Township with the  personôs name and telephone number.  

G. Notice. Before commencing the construction or repair work on its Gas System which  will 

require excavation in or the closing of any street, alley, bridge, waterway or other public 

place,  the Grantee shall provide the Township with notice, including a description of the 

work to be  performed, in advance of such work. This notice requirement shall not apply to 
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the installation of  gas services on privately owned property nor to any other work 

performed on such privately owned  property. Nothing herein shall  preclude the Grantee 

from immediately commencing construction or  repair work within any street, alley, bridge,  

waterway or other public place when deemed necessary  to prevent danger to life or 

property, and in such case, the Grantee shall notify the Towns hip of such  work as soon as 

reasonably practical.  

 

594.003 -  HOLD HARMLESS  

The Grantee shall at all times keep and save the Township free and harmless from all loss,  

costs and expense to which it may become subject by reason of the construction,  

maintenanc e and  operation of the structures and equipment hereby authorized. In case 

any action is commenced  against the Township on account of the permission herein 

granted, said Grantee shall, upon notice,  defend the Township and save it free and 

harmless from all  loss, cost and damage arising out of said  permission. Providing further, 

that this hold  harmless agreement shall not apply to any loss, cost,  damage or claims 

arising solely out of the negligence of the Township, its employees or its  contractors. 

Furtherm ore, in the event that any loss, cost, damage or claims arise out of the joint  

negligence of the Township, its employees or its contractors, this hold harmless agreement 

shall not  apply to the  proportional extent of the negligence of the Township, its empl oyees 

or its contractors.  

Notwithstanding any provision contained in this Ordinance, nothing in this Ordinance shall 

impair  any liability protection afforded the Township pursuant to law.  

 

594.004 -  REVOCATION  

The franchise granted by this Ordinance is sub ject to revocation upon sixty (60) days 

written  notice by the party desiring such revocation.  

 

594.005 -  RATES  

Grantee shall be entitled to charge the inhabitants of the Township for gas furnished at the  

rates approved by the Michigan Public Service Commission, to the extent it or its  

successors, have  authority and jurisdiction to fix and regulate gas rates and promulgate 

rules regulating such service in  the Township. Such rates and rules shall be subject to 

review at any time upon petition being made  by either the Township acting through the 

Township Board or by Grantee.  

 

594.006 -  TOWNSHIP JURISDICTION  

Said Grantee shall be and remain subject to all ordinances, rules and regulations of the  

Township now in effect, or which might subsequently be adopte d for the regulation of land 

uses or  for the protection of the health, safety and general welfare of the public; provided 

however, that  nothing herein shall be construed as a waiver by Grantee of any of its 

existing or future rights under  state or federal law.  

 

594.007 -  MICHIGAN PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION  

Grantee shall, as to all other conditions and elements of service not addressed or fixed by 

this  Ordinance, remain subject to the rules and regulations applicable to gas service by the 

Michigan  Public Serv ice Commission, or its successor bodies to the extent such jurisdiction 

applies.  

 

594.008 -  ASSIGNMENT OF FRANCHISE  

Grantee shall not assign this Franchise to any other person, firm or corporation without the  

prior written approval of the Township Board. T he Township shall not unreasonably  

withhold its consent to an assignment if the Assignee is financially able to carry out the  

Grantee's obligations under this Franchise. The assignment of this Franchise to a 
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subsidiary,  division, or affiliated corporation of Grantee or its parent corporation shall not 

be considered an  assignment requiring the consent of the Township Board. Grantee shall 

reimburse the  Township for  reasonable actual costs incurred in the review of a request by 

Grantee for approval.  

 

594.009 -  SEVERABILITY  

The various parts, sections and clauses of this Ordinance are hereby declared to be 

severable.  If any part, sentence, paragraph, section or clause is adjudged unconstitutional 

or invalid by a court  or administrative agency of competent jurisd iction, the remainder of 

the Ordinance shall not be  affected thereby . 

 

594.010 -  REPEAL OF CONFLICTING ORDINANCES  

All Ordinances or parts of Ordinances in conflict herewith are hereby repealed.  

 

594.011 -  EFFECTIVE DATE  

This Ordinance shall take effect thirty (30) days after adoption by the Township Board and  

publication thereof, provided, however, it shall cease and be of no effect after thirty (30) 

days from  its adoption unless and until within said period Grantee files an acceptance in 

writing with th e Township Clerk.  
  



Page 242 of 269 

Ord. No. 596 UNIFORM FIRE CODE Adopted: April 9, 2018 
An ordinance to adopt by reference the NATIONAL FIRE PROTECTION ASSOCIATION 

(ñNFPA 1ò) UNIFORM FIRE CODE, 2018 EDITION, and ANNEXES and INDEX; to prescribe 

regulations for the  safegu arding to a reasonable degree of life and property from the 

hazards of fire and explosion;  to amend certain provisions of the said NFPA 1/UNIFORM 

FIRE CODE 2018 including conflicts  between it and the state construction code; open fires; 

premises markings; board of appeals;  records; existing apartments buildings; indication of 

central service station; and means of  egress inspections; and to repeal existing Ordinances 

or parts of Ordinances in conflict  herewith.  

 

THE CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF KALAMAZOO, KALAMAZOO C OUNTY, MICHIGAN,  ORDAINS:  

 

596.001 -  TITLE  

This Ordinance shall be known and cited as the ñKalamazoo Charter Township UNIFORM 

FIRE CODE Ordinanceò. 

 

596.002 -  PURPOSE  

This Ordinance is adopted pursuant to the authority vested in Townships by Section 1 of 

1945  PA 246, as amended (MCLA 41.181), and Section 5 of 1951 PA 33, as amended 

(MCLA 41.805),  the purpose of which Ordinance is to adopt a Uniform Fire Code with 

annexes, index, and  amendments thereto; to prescribe regulations for the safeguarding to 

a rea sonable degree of  life and property from the hazards of fire and explosion arising 

from the storage, handling and  use of hazardous substances, materials and devices, and 

from conditions hazardous to life or  property in the use or occupancy of buildings or 

premises.  

 

596.003 -  ADOPTION OF "NFPA 1/UNIFORM FIRE CODE, 2018 EDITIONò 

A certain document or booklet, which is marked and entitled as ñNFPA 1/UNIFORM FIRE 

CODE, 2018 EDITIONò and the annexes and index thereto, said Code being published by 

the National  Fire Protection Association, official copies of which are on file in the office of 

the Township  Clerk and which may be examined by the general public during regular 

business hours or by  appointment, is hereby adopted by reference as if fully set forth 

herei n. Each and all of the  regulations, provisions, penalties, conditions and terms thereof, 

except as they may hereafter  be modified, shall be deemed adopted and made a part 

hereof by this reference as if fully set  forth in this Ordinance.  

 

596.004 -  CONFLICT S 

Section 1.3.3 of the said NFPA1/ UNIFORM FIRE CODE, 2018 EDITION, regarding 

ñConflictsò is hereby amended to add Section 1.3.3.3 as follows:  

ñ1.3.3.3. Where a conflict between this document and the Michigan  Construction Code 

occurs, the specific requirements of the Michigan  Construction Code shall applyò. 

 

596.005 -  BOARD OF APPEALS  

Section 1.10.1.1 of the said NFPA1/ UNIFORM FIRE CODE, 2018 EDITION, is hereby 

amended to  read as follows:  

ñ1.10.1.1. A Board of Appeals shall be established consistin g of members and  

alternate members who shall be appointed by the Charter Township of  Kalamazoo Board of 

Trustees and whom by reason of education, experience, and  knowledge and are deemed to 

be competent to sit in judgment on matters  concerning this Code an d its enforcement.ò 

 

596.006 -  OPEN FIRES  
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Section 10.10 of the said NFPA1/ UNIFORM FIRE CODE, 2018 EDITION, is hereby amended 

by  the deletion of subsections 10.10.1 through 10.10.9 thereunder and by the addition of 

the  following language:  

ñ10.10 Open fires , incinerators and commercial fireplaces shall be  regulated by separate 

Township Ordinance.ò 

 

596.007 -  PREMISES MARKINGS  

Section 10.11.1.2 of the said NFPA 1/UNIFORM FIRE CODE, 2018 EDITION, is hereby 

amended  to read as follows:  

ñ10.11.1.2 Address number (other than 1 or 2 family dwellings) shall be a  minimum of 10 

inches (254 mm) high with a minimum stroke width of 2 inches  (50.8 mm.)ò 

 

596.008 -  RECORDS  

Section 13.3.3.4.3.1.1 of the said NFPA 1/UNIFORM FIRE CODE, 2018 EDITION, is hereby  

amended to read as follows:  

ñ13.3.3.4.3.1.1 Records of all system inspections, tests and maintenance  required by the 

referenced standards shall be maintained on the premises for a  minimum of three years 

and shall be copied to the Fire Marshal using a system  as specified b y the Fire Marshal.ò 

 

596.009 -  EXISTING APARTMENT BUILDINGS  

Section 13.7.2.18.1 of the said NFPA 1/ Uniform Fire Code, 2018 EDITION, is hereby 

amended to  read as follows:  

ñ13.7.2.18.1 Apartment buildings with more than two stories or with more  than 11 

dwe llings units, other than those meeting 13.7.2.8.1.2 of NFPA 101, shall  be provided with 

a fire alarm system in accordance with Section 13.7 and NFPA  101, except as modified by 

31.3.4.5.4 of NFPA 101. (101:31.3.4.1.1)ò. 

 

596.010 -  INDICATION OF CENTRAL STAT ION SERVICE  

Section 13.7.3.4 of the said NFPA 1/UNIFORM FIRE CODE, 2018 EDITION is hereby 

amended to  read as follows:  

 ñ13.7.3.4 Fire alarm systems required by this chapter or by the International  Building 

Code shall be monitored by a listed central statio n as defined in NFPA  72. A Certificate or 

Placard shall be issued by a recognized listing organization  that has listed the prime 

contractor for all newly installed fire alarm systems in  commercial occupancies in 

accordance with NFPA 72. This regulation sha ll  apply to all fire alarm systems that are 

newly installed in commercial  occupancies for which permits are required. Any existing fire 

alarm system in a  commercial occupancy wherein the fire alarm control panel and/or alarm 

system  components are to be replaced shall be considered newly installed for the  purposes 

of this section. Also, where there is reasonable cause due to  non -compliance or faulty 

conditions, the fire marshal may require an existing fire  alarm system meet the same 

requirement as a newly  installed system. Central  station service in full compliance with the 

2016 Edition of NFPA 72, shall be  maintained at the protected property, so long as the 

requirement for the fire  alarm system exits.ò 

 

596.011 -  FIRE DEPARTMENT ACCESS ROADS  

Section 18.2 .3.5.1.1 of the said NFPA 1/UNIFORM FIRE CODE, 2018 EDITION, is hereby  

amended to read as follows:  

ñ18.2.3.5.1.1 Fire department access road shall have an unobstructed width of  not less 

than 25 ft. (7.62 m).ò 

 

596.012 -  MARKING OF FIRE DEPARTMENT ACCESS RO ADS  

Section 18.2.3.6.1 of the said NFPA 1/UNIFORM FIRE CODE, 2018 EDITION, is hereby 

amended  to read as follows:  



Page 244 of 269 

ñ18.2.3.6.1 Where required by the AHJ, Approved Signs, with the language of  ñFIRE LANE 

NO PARKING, STOPPING OR STANDINGò shall be provided and maintained to identify fire 

department access roads or to prohibit the  obstruction thereof or both.ò 

 

596.013 -  MEANS OF EGRESS INSPECTION  

Section 20.1.5.1.1 of the said NFPA 1/ UNIFORM FIRE CODE, 2018 EDITION, is hereby 

amended  to read as follows:  

ñ20.1.5.1.1 Means of Egress Inspection. The building owner or agent of all public  

assembly occupancies shall inspect the means of egress to ensure it is  maintained free of 

obstructions, and correct any deficiencies found, prior to  each opening of the build ing to 

the public and prepare and maintain records of  the date and time of each inspection on 

approved forms, listing any deficiencies  found and any action taken to correct them.ò 

 

596.014  ï FIRE PROTECTION SYSTEMS  

A new section designated 13.1.13 is hereb y added to the NFPA 1/UNIFORM FIRE CODE, 

2018 EDITION to read, in its entirety, as follows:  

13.1.13 Signage on Fire Department Connections. Fire Department Connections (FC) 

shall be signed/marked so as to be easily identified at the time of an emergency. 

Signage shall be white on red reflective signage and letters shall be at least 6 inches 

in height and approved by the AHJ.  (Ord. No. 610, Sec. 12, 8/26/2019)  

596.015 ï W ATER SUPPLIES AND FIRE HYDRANTS  

A new section designated 18.3.4.2 is hereby added to NPFA 1/Uniform Fire Code, 2018 

Edition, to read, in its entirety, as follows:  

18.3.4.2 Fire Hydrant and Stand Pipe Signage. All fire hydrants shall be identified by 

signage as utilized by the local water provider or approved by the AHJ. Stand Pipes 

shall be identified as such by signage approved by the AHJ. (Ord. No. 610, Sec. 12, 

8/26/2019)  

596.01 6  -  VIOLATIONS  

Any person, firm, association, partnership, corporation, or governmental entity who  

violates any of the provisions of this Ordinance or fails to comply with a duly authorized  

Order issued pursuant to this Ordinance shall be deemed to be responsible for a  municipal 

civil infraction as defined by Michigan Statute which shall be punishable in  accordance with 

the following schedule:  

 

Minimum Fine  Maximum  Fine  

1st offense within 3 -year period *    $150 .00  $500.00  

2nd offense within  3-year period *    $250.00  $500.00  

3rd offense within 3 -year period *     $3 50 .00  $500.00  

4th or more offense within 3 -year period *   $500.00  $500.00  

* Determined on the date of commission of the offense(s).  

 

Additionall y, the violator shall pay costs which may include all expenses, direct and  

indirect,  the Charter Township of Kalamazoo has incurred in connection with the  municipal 

civil infraction. In no case, however, shall costs of less than $10.00 nor more  than $500.00 

be ordered. In addition, the Townshi p shall have the right to proceed in  any court of 

competent jurisdiction for the purpose of obtaining an injunction, restraining  order, or 

other  appropriate remedy to compel compliance with this Ordinance. Each day  that a 

violation of  this Ordinance exists  shall constitute a separate violation.  

 

596.01 7  -  SAVINGS CLAUSE  
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Any prosecution or other court case pending on the effective date of this Ordinance on a 

part of  portion of an ordinance that is repealed herein shall be permitted to continue to its 

natural   conclusion as if the provision was not repealed.  

 

596.01 8  -  EFFECTIVE DATE, SEVERABILITY AND  REPEAL OF CONFLICTING 

ORDINANCES  

The within ordinance shall take effect 30 days after publication of a summary hereof, after  

adoption by the Township Board. The provisions of this Ordinance are hereby declared to  

be severable. If any clause, sentence, paragraph, section or subsection is declared void or  

inoperable for any reason, it shall not affect any other part or portion thereof. All  

Ordinances  or parts of Ordinances in conflic t herewith are hereby repealed.   



Page 246 of 269 

Ord. No. 597 OUTDOOR BURNING Adopted: May 14, 2018 
An Ordinance to regulate and define outdoor fires; to prohibit certain outdoor fires; and to  

provide for sanctions for violation of this Ordinance.  

 

THE CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF KALAMAZOO, KALAMAZOO COUNTY, MICHIGAN  ORDAINS:  

 

597.001 -  Purpose  

The purpose of this Ordinance is to protect the health and safety of the people and  

property within Kalamazoo Charter Township from fire hazards caused by recreational  and 

cooking fires; and to prohibit all other types of outdoor burning.  

 

597.002 -  Definitions  

1. Chief: Shall mean the Fire Chief of the Kalamazoo Charter Township Fire  Department or 

his/her designee.  

2. Cooking Fire: The noncommercial, residential burning  of materials, other than  rubbish, 

brush and leaves, not exceeding 3' in diameter and 2' in height in which  the fuel burned is 

contained in an outdoor fireplace, a barbecue grill, or a barbecue  pit for the purpose of 

preparing food.  

3. Recreational Fires: The noncommercial burning of materials, other than rubbish,  brush 

and leaves, for pleasure, religious, ceremonial, cooking, or similar purposes  in which the 

fuel burned is contained in a fire pit or commercial outdoor fire place  with an area that 

does not exceed 3' in diameter.  

4. Prohibited Fires: Burning in burn barrels, the burning of leaves, limbs, garbage,  trash, 

paper, refuse and burn piles and any fire not specifically authorized by this  Ordinance.  

 

597.003 -  Permits  

1. Permits shall not be required for cooking and recreational fires.  

2. Any burning conducted on public property shall be prohibited.  

3. The Chief shall have the authority to prohibit any or all recreational fires when  

atmospheric conditions or local circumstances make such fires hazardou s.  

 

597.004 -  Regulations  

1. Recreational fires shall be established and conducted in full compliance with the  terms of 

this ordinance.  

2. Prohibited fires shall not be permitted in the Township.  

 

597.005 -  General provisions  

1. Recreational fires are permitted on parcels with single and two - family dwellings  only. 

Recreational fires are prohibited on properties containing more than a two - family  dwelling. 

This prohibition includes properties containing apartment  buildings, commercial or  

agricultural buil dings.  

2. Recreational fires shall not be located within 25' of a structure or combustible  material 

unless contained in a container approved as safe for such purpose by the  Chief.  

3. No materials shall be burned that create a foul or offensive odor or that  may cause  

smoke emissions that are reasonably offensive to occupants of surrounding  property.  

4. The Chief shall be authorized to require any fire to be immediately discontinued if  the 

fire is determined to constitute a hazardous condition, to create a fo ul or  offensive odor, or 

to cause smoke emissions that are reasonably offensive to  occupants of surrounding 

property.  

5. Recreational and cooking fires shall be constantly attended by a competent person  until 

such fire is extinguished. A person shall have a garden hose connected to a  reliable water 

supply readily available for use.  
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597.006 -  Sanctions  

Any person, firm, association, partnership, corporation, or governmental entity who  

violates any of the provisions of this Ordinance or fails to comply with a duly authorized  

Order issued pursuant to this Ordinance shall be deemed to be responsible for a  municipal 

civil infraction as defined by Michigan Statute which shall be punishable in  accordance with 

the following schedule:  

 

Minimum Fine  Maximum  Fine  

1st  offense within 3 -year period *    $75.00   $500.00  

2nd offense within 3 -year period *    $150.00  $500.00  

3rd offense within 3 -year period *     $325.00  $500.00  

4th or more offense within 3 -year period *   $500.00  $500.00  

* Determined on the date of commission of  the offense(s).  

 

Additionall y, the violator shall pay costs which may include all expenses, direct and  

indirect,  the Charter Township of Kalamazoo has incurred in connection with the  municipal 

civil infraction. In no case, however, shall costs of less tha n $10.00 nor more  than $500.00 

be ordered. In addition, the Township shall have the right to proceed in  any court of 

competent jurisdiction for the purpose of obtaining an injunction, restraining  order, or 

other  appropriate remedy to compel compliance with  this Ordinance. Each day  that a 

violation of  this Ordinance exists shall constitute a separate violation.  

 

597.007 -  Severability  

The provisions of this Ordinance are hereby declared to be severable. If any clause,  

sentence, paragraph, section or subsecti on is declared void or inoperable for any reason,  it  

shall not affect any other part or portion thereof.  

 

597.008 -  Savings Clause  

Existing cases on any provision of an ordinance which is repealed by this Ordinance are  

retained.  

 

597.009 -  Effective Date and Repeal  

This Ordinance shall take effect thirty days after the date of publication of a summary  

thereof, after adoption. Conflicting Ordinances and Ordinance provisions and specifically  

Ordinance No. 515 (codified at 186.00 et seq of the Code of Ordinances) are hereby  

repealed.  
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Ord. No. 598 FIRE REVIEW STANDARDS Adopted: MAY 29, 2018 
An ordinance to protect the public health, safety and welfare by establishing  standards for 

site plan review by the Township Fire Marshal; specifying the types and  locations of Knox 

Boxes and Fire Department Connections; requiring standards for  hazardous materials 

storage; addressing fire hydrant locations; and providing minimum  standards for turning 

radii, drive aisles, safety bollards, and parking areas; to provide  an effective date; and to 

repeal all ordinances or parts of ordinances in conflict  therewith.  

 

THE CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF KALAMAZOO,  KALAMAZOO COUNTY, MICHIGAN  ORDAINS:  

 

598.001 -  NAME AND PURPOSE  

This Ordinance shall be known and cited as the Charter Township of Kalamazoo  Fire 

Review Standards Ordinance. The purpose of the ordinance is to collect those  standards for 

site plan review by the fire marshal as established by NFPA -1 and the  current Township 

Fire Code into a cohesive ordinance; to require ad herence to such  standards by applicants 

for fire department review; and to provide for an effective date.  

 

598.002 -  APPLICABILITY OF ORDINANCE  

ñFire Department Site Plan Reviewò means consideration of certain physical aspects of 

new, refurbished, and exis ting commercial and multi -unit residential sites for  compliance 

with the standards set forth in this Ordinance and the current Township Fire  Code by the 

Township Fire Marshal in order to ensure the health, safety and welfare of  occupants and 

surrounding pr operty owners. Upon a determination of compliance with  site plan review 

standards contained herein, the fire marshal shall provide certification  of compliance to the 

Township Building Official, who may utilize it in consideration of  the granting of an 

occu pancy permit. No occupancy permit shall be granted by the  building official without 

certification of adherence to the standards contained in this  ordinance or modification of 

the same as established by the Township Fire Marshal.  The Township Fire Marshal s hall be 

permitted to implement field adjustments as  needed during inspection. Field adjustments 

shall be noted on the approved plan.  

 

598.003 -  STANDARDS FOR FIRE DEPARTMENT SITE PLAN REVIEW  

An applicant for fire department site plan review by the Township ôs Fire Marshal shall 

establish that the following standards are met:  

A. Knox Boxes . Knox Boxes are required and shall meet and be installed in  accordance 

with the standards contained in this section. Knox Box devices  shall only be purchased at 

www.knoxbox.com . 

1. A Knox Box of size ñ3200ò series or larger shall be provided on the exterior of the 

building. The Knox Box vault shall be mounted,  unobstructed and visible approximately 

five feet from ground level near a  main access door.  

2. A Knox ele vator key box shall be installed adjacent to any elevator.  

3. Externally -mounted Knox power shut off switches may be required by the  Fire 

Marshal upon review.  

B. Storage of Chemicals and Hazardous Materials. An applicant wishing to  store chemicals 

or hazar dous materials on site shall designate the proposed  location for the same and 

must establish adherence to the following  standards:  

1. The storage and use of chemicals on site shall have all SDS information  visible and 

the applicant shall submit a ñRight to Knowò survey. 

2. An Architect or Engineer shall review and identify the hazard class of the  site and/or 

the structure.  
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3. The Maximum Allowable Quantities of regulated material shall be  submitted as well 

as a detailed plan indicating how the requirements for  each control area are intended 

to be met. A maximum of four control  areas are allowed.  

C. Fire Hydrants.  

1. Fire Hydrant placement shall be approved by the Fire Marshal. Fire  Hydrants shall be 

installed in the approved location only.  

2. Fire Hydrants w hich are not publicly owned will not be considered for use  during site 

plan review.  

3. Public/Private Fire Hydrants shall be identified by signage approved by  the City of 

Kalamazoo (water service provider).  

4. Public and Private fire hydrants shall be supp lied by a water main of not  less than six 

inches in diameter.  

5. Fire hydrants shall be located not more than 300 feet from the site.  

6. Fire hydrant spacing shall not exceed 300 feet from each hydrant.  

7. Water mains serving fire suppression systems shall  not be less than six  inches in 

diameter. The water main size may be reduced upon submittal  of 

engineered/architectural stamped and sealed fire suppression plans in  detail including 

calculations to the Fire Marshal and water service  provider. Plans shall b e approved the 

city of Kalamazoo Water  Department (water service provider).  

8. After landscaping, the discharge ports for fire hydrants shall be 24ò from the ground 

measured from the bottom of the lowest port to the ground . 

D. Fire Department Connections (FDC )  

1. The Fire Department connections (FDC) shall have Knox 2.5ò Locking FDC Plugs with 

swivel guard or 5ò locking cap, whichever is applicable. 

2. The FDC shall be located within 100 feet of a fire hydrant.  

3. The FDC may be remotely located away from the building.  

4. The FDC location shall be identified and approved by the Fire Marshal  during fire 

department site plan review.  

5. Immediate access to the FDC shall be maintained in clear view without  obstructions 

by fences, bushes, trees, walls, dumpsters  or any other  object.  

6. The FDC shall be so located so that fire apparatus and hydrant lines  connect to 

supply the system will not obstruct access to the buildings for  other fire apparatus.  

7. FDC shall not be obstructed by parking spaces; marked or unmar ked.  

8. FDCs not remotely located shall be fully visible and recognizable from the  street.  

9. The FDC shall be identifiable to all approaching fire apparatus.  

10. The FDCs shall be indicated by an approved sign mounted on the street,  front, side 

of the bui lding or adjacent to a remotely located FDC.  

11. FDC signage shall contain the letters ñFDCò of at least 6 inches in height. 

12. FDC Signage shall be reflective with white letters on a red background.  All such 

signs shall be subject to approval by the fire  marshal.  

13. FDC shall have an exterior rated strobe and horn device above the FDC,  

approximately eight to ten feet in height. The device shall be located in  clear view to 

approaching fire apparatus.  

E. Protective Bollards. Protective bollards shall be pr ovided in the locations  in this section 

and shall meet the standards of this section.  

1. Protective Bollards shall be required to protect egress doors or  pathways where 

vehicles or other devices (dumpsters, shopping carts,  outside displays etc .) can b e 

par ked or placed which could impede the  pathway or door motion from a required 

egress door . 

2. Protective Bollards shall be installed protecting any exposed electric or  gas device, 

connection, piping, meter, FDC, fire hydrant, fire stand  pipe connection, LP S torage 

tank, LP transfer point, LP point of sale.  
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3. Protective bollards shall also be erected at any point where a vehicle  will be driving 

alongside or up to the building such as that of a drive - through sales window.  

4. Protective bollards shall be placed  regardless of whether a sidewalk is  placed 

between the device and the area for parking. Bollards shall be  constructed to the 

minimum standard detailed in the current  Kalamazoo Township Fire Code.  

F. Building Identification. All applicants for fire departm ent site plan review shall  provide 

building identification in accordance with the standards of this section  of the Ordinance.  

1. Building Identification shall be placed in a position that is plainly legible  and visible 

from any street or road fronting the property.  

2. Those properties fronting more than one street or road shall contain  address 

identification consisting of both number and street name.  

3. The address number and street names shall contrast with the background  color of 

the identification sign.  

4. Address numbers on commercial and industrial building identification  signs shall be 

at least 10 inches in height.  

5. Addresses letters indicating street names shall be 10ò to 24ò, height of lettering to 

be approved during fire department site plan revie w.  

G. Fire Access Lanes, Parking Lots, and Access Roads. Applications for fire  department site 

plan review shall establish compliance with the fire access  lanes, parking lot and access 

road requirements of this section of the  Ordinance.  

1. Parking lots, driveways, and service and access drives shall be designed  and 

constructed to allow turning and full operation of full - sized fire  apparatus during an 

emergency.  

2. Dead -end access roads and parking lots in excess of 150 feet in length  shall be 

provided wit h approved provisions for the fire apparatus to turn  around.  

3. Overhangs or other portions of the structure intended to be driven under  shall be 

approved by the fire marshalôs office. Engineering specifications and design shall be 

provided by the applican t.  

4. Security gates restricting access shall be approved pursuant to the  requirements of 

the current Kalamazoo Charter Township Fire Code.  Approved fences, gates or other 

barriers shall be accessed through Knox  padlocks, Knox access switches and siren 

act ivation.  

 

598.004 -  SEVERABILITY  

Should any section, clause or provision of this Ordinance be declared  unconstitutional, 

illegal or of no force and effect by a court of competent jurisdiction,  then and in that event 

such portion thereof shall not be deemed  to affect the validity of  any other part or portion 

of this Ordinance.  

 

598.005 -  REPEAL  

Conflicting Ordinance provisions are hereby repealed. The Kalamazoo Charter  Township 

Fire Code is deemed to be consistent with the provisions of this ordinance  and th erefore no 

portion of the same is repealed by adoption of this ordinance.  

 

598.006 -  EFFECTIVE DATE  

This Ordinance shall take effect the day after publication of a summary hereof,  after 

adoption, as required by law.  
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Ord. No. 599 PORTABLE STRUCTURE Adopted: MAY 29, 2018 
An ordinance to define and regulate the placement of portable structures including tents,  

air - inflated structures and membrane -covered structures; to provide for a fire -watch in  

some situations; to require a site plan; to require a per mit for the placement of such tent;  

portable structure; to provide an effective date; to provide standards for tents,  

canvas/membrane and air - inflated structures; and to repeal all ordinances or parts of  

ordinances in conflict therewith.  

THE CHARTER TOWNSH IP OF KALAMAZOO ORDAINS:  

 

599.001 -  Name and Purpose  

This Ordinance shall be known and cited as the ñKalamazoo Charter Township Portable 

Structure Ordinanceò. The purpose of the Ordinance is to define and regulate the 

placement of portable structures including tents, air - inflated structures and  membrane -

covered structures; to provide for a fire watch in some situations; to provide  standards for 

such structures; to require a site plan; and to require a permit for the use  and placement 

of such tent(s).  

 

599.002 -  Definitions  

For purposes of this Ordinance, the following words and phrases shall be defined as  

indicated:  

A. Tent -  A structure, enclosure or shelter with sidewalls constructed of fabric or  pliable 

material supported by any manner except by air or the contents that it  protects.  

B. Canopy -  A structure, enclosure or shelter constructed of fabric or pliable material  

supported by any manner except by air or the contents it protects, and is open  without 

sidewalls or drops on 75 percent or more of the  perimeter.  

C. Air - inflated structure -  A structure that uses air -pressurized beams, arches or other  

elements to enclose space. Occupants of such a structure do not occupy the  pressurized 

area used to support the structure.  

D. Membrane -Covered Cable Struct ure -  A non -pressurized structure in which a mast  and 

cable system provides support and tension to the membrane weather barrier  and the 

membrane imparts structural stability to the structure.  

E. Membrane -covered Frame Structure -  A non -pressurized building  wherein the  structure 

is composed of a rigid framework to support a tensioned membrane  which provides the 

weather barrier.  

F. AHJ ï The Charter Township of Kalamazoo, Kalamazoo County, Michigan.  

G. NFPA-1 -  National Fire Protection Association -1 entitled the ñUniform Fire Codeò 

including any additions, corrections or changes in currently in effect for the Charter  

Township of Kalamazoo.  

H. SCCï the Michigan Single -State Construction Code as administered and enforced  by the 

Charter Township of Kalamazoo.  

I. Concession stand ï is a structure from which food is prepared, served and sold on  

a temporary or seasonal basis, which is not a food truck. A concession stand  

may be part of a fair, ball park, or recreational facility but does not include a school  

sale, ba ke sale or other event at which packaged or pre -cooked food is brought to  

the stand to be sold.  

J. Portable structure ï any type of structure identified in A ï E of this Section.  

 

599.003 -  Permit Required  

A. Permit Required. Prior to the erection, use, placement, or operation of any of the  

following portable structures as defined herein, the owner or operator of the land on  which  

the portable structure is to be located shall apply for a ñportable structure permitò from the 
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Charter Township of Kalamazoo F ire Chief or Fire Marshal or a designee. A  portable 

structure permit shall be required for:   

1. Any air -supported portable membrane structure or tent having an area of in  

excess of 200 square feet.  

2. A canopy in excess of 400 square feet.  

3. All tents regardless of size that affect or are a part of the means of egress  from any 

building.  

4. Portable structure permits are required for all picnics/carnivals on Township -owned  

property or any public right -of -way in addition to the above  requirements  

B. Excep tion to permit requirement. The following portable structures shall not  require 

a permit prior to the erection or operation thereof:  

1. A structure identified in Section 3A. herein that is used for the purpose of  camping 

(NFPA 1:1.12.8(a)).  

2. Tents smalle r than 1,000 square feet, or for private family events on the same  lot 

with the residence.  

3. A picnic/carnival operated 2 -1/2 days or less by a not - for -profit organization,  and 

operated on private ground owned by and adjacent to said organization's  facili ties, 

requires no portable structure permit(s) (except adherence to the  electrical standards 

under Section 5Q herein shall be required).  

C. Submittal requirements for Portable Structure Permit. All applicants for a  portable 

structure permit shall provide t he following to the Charter Township of  Kalamazoo Fire 

Department at least 30 days prior to the date intended for erection or  operation thereof:  

1. A site plan meeting the requirements of Section 4 of this Ordinance.  

2. A notarized letter from the property  owner giving permission to put the tent on the 

property.  

3. A permit fee in an amount as shall be determined from time - to - time by resolution of 

the Township Board.  

D. Validity and time frame . Portable structure permit(s) shall not be valid for more than  

90 days in any 365 -day period.  

E. Authority of Fire Marshal. The Fire Marshal shall be permitted to revoke or suspend  a 

permit or approval issued if any violation of this Ordinance is found upon inspection  or in 

case any false statements or misrepresentatio ns have been submitted in the  application or 

plans on which the permit or approval was based. (NFPA 1:1.12.7.1).  

F. Issuance of Permit. The Kalamazoo Charter Township Fire Department shall review  

the submittal and permit request and shall utilize the regul ations and site plan  parameters 

outlined herein to review the request as to whether it meets the standards  required of this 

Ordinance. If changes or revisions are necessary, the AHJ shall notify  the requestor that 

items are missing, needed or require chang ing within 72 hours of  determination by the 

AHJ. Upon receipt of an application and review and approval of  documentation contained 

therein, the AHJ shall issue a Portable Structure Permit  which shall indicate the townshipôs 

approval for the structure(s) and event(s) and shall  contain the dates and times of the 

event and a signature of the approving official.  

 

599.004 -  SITE PLAN REQUIRED  

All applicants for a portable structure permit shall submit a site plan or sketch plan  

acceptable to the AHJ which shal l, at a minimum, provide the following:  

A. Provide a north arrow and show all permanent structures on the site, parcel or lot  and 

their dimensions.  

B. Show the proposed location of the portable structure, its dimensions and its  relationship 

to the permanen t buildings and other portable structures, if applicable.  

C. The location of all property lines.  

D. Proposed location of all ingress/egress; temporary lighting; tent stakes; and  generators, 

which shall be in compliance with the regulations contained in Section  5 of this Ordinance.  
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E. Proposed location of all compressed gas tanks.  

F. A Scaled Plan with the scale indicated (USE 1/4ò OR 1/8ò SCALE) indicating size and 

location of the portable structure including all objects located or to be located  within 2 0 

feet of the portable structure.  

G. A Detailed Scope of Work/Event Plan/Brief Narrative describing the event.  

H. Dates and times of the event.  

I. Location of the event.  

J. The estimated number of attendees.  

K. Indicate the location of generators.  

L. Provi de a floor plan of tables, chairs, stage (s), bars or counters, if any.  

M. Demonstrate/Depict Fire Department Access Routes on Plan (NFPA 1:18.1.3.1).  

N. Demonstrate/Depict Fire Hydrant locations on Plan (NFPA 1:18.1.3.2).  

O. All carnival rides shall provi de a portable fire extinguisher with a minimum  2A10BC 

rating.  

P. Indicate the location of toilet facilities and the fixture count.  

Q. Provide operations plan for occupant load control, emergency exiting and security.  

R. Provide certificate of flame resista nce for each portable structure.  

 

599.005 -  REGULATIONS APPLICABLE TO ALL PORTABLE STRUCTURES  

The following regulations are applicable to all portable structures, regardless of whether  a 

permit has been obtained or is required:  

A. No portable structure sha ll be permitted to remain on any part or parcel of land or  a site 

for more than 90 days in any 365 -day period unless a waiver has been  granted by the AHJ.  

B. Exit and emergency lighting shall be required.  

C. All portable structures shall be located not les s than 5 feet from property lines.  

D. All portable structures shall be supported and anchored to withstand a wind speed  of 90 

miles per hour (MPH).  

E. Stake lines, if utilized, shall be a minimum of 10 feet (120 inches) apart from all  other 

stake lines and  supports.  

F. Adjacent portable structures shall be spaced to provide an area to be used as a  means 

of emergency egress. Where the 10 - foot (120 inches) separation distance  between stakes 

lines does not meet the means of egress required herein, the  distance  necessary for a 

means of egress shall govern.  

G. Generators and other internal combustion power sources shall be located a  minimum of 

20 feet from portable structures and shall be protected from public  contact by fencing, 

barricades, etc.  

H. Combustible d ecorative material is strictly prohibited. Floor service and area  

surrounding the exterior of the portable structure up to 30 feet shall be free of  combustible 

material that may present a fire hazard.  

I. All portable structures shall have posted in a conspicuous place thereon a certificate  of 

the flame resistance of the tent fabric material which shall include the name(s)  and 

address(es) of the owner(s) of the structure, the date the fabric was last treated  with 

flame resistant solution, the trade name  or type of chemical used in treatment,  the name 

of person or firm treating the material, and name of testing agency and  test standard by 

which the fabric was tested (NFPA 1:25 2.2.)  

J. All stages and canopy areas are required to have a tagged certified (c ommercial  grade) 

portable fire extinguisher in plain view and proper signage identifying that  the extinguisher 

is present at the location.  

K. Smoking shall not be permitted in any portable structure. (NFPA 1:25 2.4.2.1)  

L. Compressed gas tanks such a helium tanks used for filling balloons need to be in  a stand 

or secured in a manner, so the tank does not fall over.  

M. The AHJ shall be permitted to regulate all outdoor events such as carnivals and  fairs as 

it pertains to access for emergency vehicles; t o fire protection equipment;  placement of 
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stands, concession booths, and exhibits; and the control of hazardous  conditions 

dangerous to life and property (NFPA 1:10.14.2).  

N. Open flames or other devices emitting flame, fire or heat, or any flammable or  

combustible liquids, gas, charcoal or other cooking device or any other unapproved  devices 

shall not be permitted inside or located within 20 feet of the tent or  membrane structures 

while open to the public unless approved by the Fire Marshal  or his/her desi gnee.  

O. Fire Protection Equipment to be provided. All portable structures shall provide fire  

protection equipment as follows:  

1) Portable dry chemical fire extinguishers with a minimum 2A -10BC  rating shall be 

provided so that travel distance does not exce ed 75  from any point to an extinguisher.  

2) Extinguishers shall have updated inspection tags (inspected annually),  and shall be 

mounted on approved hangers. The hanging of  extinguishers utilizing zip ties etc. is not 

acceptable.  

3) Certain use conditions ( fireworks sales, etc.) may require pressurized  water 

extinguishers in addition to the dry chemical type.  

P. Means of egress signing and regulations. All portable structures shall adhere to  the 

following parameters as to means of egress:  

1) Exits shall be s paced at equal intervals as can be best accomplished.  

2) Any interior areas of the portable structure shall be located within 100 feet  of an 

exit.  

3) Curtains over exit openings shall be of a color or colors that contrast the  adjoining 

tent color, and curt ains shall be on sliding metal supports,  located a minimum of 80 

inches above the floor surface. Curtains may be  taped along edges with colored tape to 

achieve the contrast requirements  stated above, if approved by the Fire Marshal or 

his/her designee.  

4) Exit doors, if required, shall open in the direction of travel.  

5) Exit signs shall be clearly posted at each exit for tents serving an  Occupancy Load 

(ñOLò) of 50 persons or more. Exit signs shall be either listed and labeled in accordance 

with UL 924 as the ñinternally illuminatedò type, or externally illuminated in accordance 

with the  following:  

a) For Occupancy Load of 300 or less, two separate circuits, one of  which is 

separate from all other circuits; or  

b) For Occupancy Load of more than 300, two sou rces of power, one  of which is an 

ñemergency systemò supplied by batteries or on-site  generators, for a minimum of 

90 minutes duration.  

6) The required number and minimum width of exits shall be in accordance  with the 

following:  

7) Occupant load (OL) 10 to  199: Minimum 2 exits, minimum 72 inches per  exit.  

a) OL 200 to 499: Minimum 3 exits, 72 inches per exit.  

b) OL 500 to 999: Minimum 4 exits, 96 inches per exit.  

c) OL 1,000 to 1,999: Minimum 5 exits, 120 inches per exit.  

d) OL 2,000 to 2,999: Minimum 6 exi ts, 120 inches per exit.  

e) Over 3,000: Minimum 7 exits, 120 inches per exit  

8) All means of egress shall be illuminated at floor level during all times the  tent is  

occupied.  In most cases, the general lighting already available will  satisfy this 

requirement.  

9) No guy wire or guy rope shall cross any means of egress at a height of  less than 7 

feet. (NFPA 1: 25.1.3.2).  

10) Tent stakes adjacent to any means of egress from any tent open to the  public 

railed off, capped or covered as not to present a hazard to the  public. (NFPA 1: 

25.1.3.3).  

Q. Electrical regulations. All portable structures in which electrical components are  used or 

added shall adhere to the following electrical regulations:  






























